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PREFACE. 


« Drtenp your country with wooden bulwarks’ 15 a 
command dchvercd to Britons, by # more authorita 
tie voue than that of the oracle of Delphos It 1. 
the dictate of reason and strong necessity, and at was 
enforced by mans a di getrous myasion in Which Bn 
tim was repeatedly overrun by an cnem The 
wuning, although solo di regarded, was at length 
Inippily adopted, and age have now paseed ansy 
cance Cat country dt cover) that ber independence 
aad power repo cd ay nha aval supremay and 
forage, to come We trust the same principle will 
continny to be nc2gm cd as the foundation of ov: 
national politi, and the same secunty and glory bt 
volved from st whih hive enabicd as to advon e 
an wealth and crih.anon so 4s to render our island 
the civy of the world. 

‘While, on thece accounts, 1t 15 untsercally felt that 
the nautial <puit of our countiymen should be 
chershed, ms the most saluable of thar national 
charactenstics, it 1s important to mark bow hittle, 
comparatively, has been done for auch a dsirable 
purpose ‘Lhe history of Ingland ss essentially a 
naval bistory and yt the rise and progriss of ot 
mumtmi. greatness, and the exploits of our fects 
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hase been undervalued, or lost aight of, by our popu. 
Ja historians, as of a ship were but e vulgar thing, 
and a sea-fight perfectly unclasstcal. _It 15 true, n= 
deed, that this defect has been partsally remedied; 
and Naval Histories of Great Brita have been pro- 
duced, of very supenor ment, But these works have 
invariably been too voluminous and expensive for 
general readers, A Naval History has bitherto been 
wanting for the fire-side of the tradesman or me- 
chanic, and the cottage of the peasant—for the young 
boy let loose from schoal into the world, and eager 
for general information—for him whose time 1 so 
‘occupied with the labour of the day, that uo leisure 
remains for extensive reading—for those who will be 
‘satisfied wath the general results of maritime achreve~ 
ments, but whose taste or capacity unfits them for 
those Long political dissertations with which the movo- 
ments of our fleets are connected, xp our bulky naval 
annals, This was a demderatum, hitherto lost sight 
of, which the present volume is designed to supply , 
and with what success, the public must now deter- 
mine. 

Beudes this desire of extending the sphere of n- 
formation upon such an mmportant topic, end diffusing 
more widely a British feeling upon ow manitime 
history, and present postion, a more professyonal and 
specific object has been kept in view, 1 the present 
work. In several of the hses, the manceuvres which 
led to umportant results have been descnbed, and 
other professonal details have been retained, which 
may be as mstructive as entertaming to the young 
officer and seaman Occasional observations have 
also been made on the conduct of those officers who 
arc adnmited to haye disgiaced themselves and the 
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naval profession, although such misconduct x for- 
tunately of rare occurrence m our naval history In 
Justice to the memory of other commanders alse we 
have attempted to place their services in that hght 
au which at 1s now admitted they ought to be re- 
corded mn history. If this volume succeeds m exciting 
im the minds of officers and seamen the desire to 
wamtam the renown of our navy, and to perform 
their duty to the utmost of their ability, wt will have 
accomplished a very important part of its object , 
for it 18 well known, that few of these, especial’ 
when they embark for the first time, haye the Naval 
Histories of Campbell, Charnock, James, or Brenton, 
an their sca-cheats With these works, indeed, they 
mught profitably occupy many a lewure bour, but 
their bulk and price will always be ar oljevtion with 
the salor And yet, it 1s upon the nauticat know. 
ledge and protcasional enthusiasm of these very 
persons, that the honour of our flag and the cafety 
of our shores depend! ‘The juvenile mdalpman, 
as yet scarcely half <chooled, o1 the sailor before 
the mast, who has been mcicls taught to read, shews 
the want of some work adapted to Ins particular 
sphere, by the awkward remedies he adopts to sup- 
ply the deficiency He listens to the stories of Howe, 
Nelson, and Jervis, that circulate through the fore- 
castle or about the mess-table, and devour, the 
tough yarns of those privileged veterans, who have 
been at Trafalgar, Algiers, ot Navaiano, and out 
‘ot these scanty materials he forms for himself a 
Iustorv—a wofully imperfect one however—of the 
heroes he is required to emulate, and the service he 
1s expected to adom Under these cirenmtances, 
an outhne of the Naval History ef Butain trom the 
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curhest period to the battle of Nusarino and the 
lives of our most distingushed nwel commanders 
from Howard to Codmngtor, comprised within the 
compass of a portable volume and at a price which 
all could afford, was considered to be much wanted, 
at a time when the demand for instructive and 
excitimg reading has so greatly ancrewed It 18 
only by some guch a work as tho prosent, that the 
popular feeling for this important national service 
can be cherished, and the mass of our brave seamen 
‘become acquainted with the naval instory of ther 
country, so as to animate them to equal, or if pos- 
sible to excel, the deeds of ther glorious predeces 
sors And such an attempt is not uncalled for 
Though all as yet 1 peace, the period 1s perhaps at 
hand when Britain sball again require her seamen 
to come forward to man her wooden bulwarks, and 
look mound her for new Blakes and Neisons to 
lead them and bay to telegraph her fleets once 
more with the inspuing motto, *Fngland expects 
every man to do his duty Should this volume, 
therefore be found to deserve a place in the Nautical 
Library, and be adopted as the Sutors Book of His- 
tory, @ more important and more gcuerous purpose 
will be «ccured, than that of mere hterary popula- 
nity Nay, even thongb it should only direct atten 
tuon to the subject and point the way to bettcr and 


‘more successful attempts, it will not have been pro- 
duced m vain 
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Phe Origen of Vartzation, and its Rese and Prigess a 
En,land, until the Norman Conquest 


Tat origin of Naviation, like that or other us ful arte 
1s to be traced to the necessities of mankind ‘The dewre 
to crow a river, to couviy a barden from one place tr 
another by water, 1 t0 procare t supply of tod by 
fishing, may have su estel, first, & sutel plimd, ind 
then 4 raft, some move reflectye zens anor, the 
Prumitive tribes of mumkind, on obsersins the super oa 
Duoyancy of a «pht reed, ot even 1 cup in the water, 
may have seized the happy iden of appling the prin 
cpl to navigation, aud thus the rast way superceded by 
the camo, the co acle, or the boc Wheo thus the 
comwmencinent was made by why h man was enabled 
to brave on elemeut he hid lutherts tegatded wath awe, 
impiovements would gradaally follow, and these, as in 
the other useful arte of fe, were probably suyuerted Ly 
the works of nature To some Uibes tue feet of the 
wate fowl may have sugecsted the mvention of the 
paddle, and to otbers the hns of a fish may have given 
the hunt of am oir Wen boats of large size were ufter 
wards constructed, the power of duectin,, the course 
through the obstacles of wimdins shoits and avers by 
somethmg elue than the main force of rowers, wonid be 
folt as a destrable acqusibon—and some great but for 
gotten benefactor of the world, observmg the use of the 
tail m directing the movements of a «sh thiou-h tue 
‘water, appaed an oar im lke manner tz mu the stun ot 
Ing bark, and wae dclighted to find tht its coune would 
thus be re,ulated by avery <lt_ht eflort Upon these fits 
the history of wequity is mdud slot, but they are 
not the kes obsiowy ty ow tie = -Ficn too, 1m the ~u- 
B 
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petion stages of maven, We puree thal ic sant 
los. obser s ation of the teat and mavements af agi iti 
dpimals had been maantased, 20 that vessels bec ai 
stoner, hgbter, more coumoliows, and beticr hited fon 
sailing, in propattion tothe consectucee With which tht ¥ 
‘were coped fiom the fish or tie. watet fowl 

Tn nav ization, howes<1, 1s w the other arts, there 3 4 
Pomt to which man m conducted by the book of ait 
after which he 1 left to the ssomes of his oxn wECH 
thon Men wete too restless to be vonfined to rmland 
navigation or costing, so lons at therr cupidity or ant 
tion was temptcd by the unkuown Jauds that Joomed 
an the bouzon, or the isla Which taney pterd upon 
the vord, but wlule the vast dist mee of ~turmy se «thie 
intervened Lade defiance to the Ithowt of the oat, no 
walo,y of either fish or low) could Lave suggested the 
une of the wml Thy was the decovery of the bom i 
mitellect worded, and, Ithe many such, a¢ perhaps 14 
sulted fiom accident The loose lon., cloak of the fisher 
yuan bellyiny am the wind, and bearmg his baht «ha 
aupidly onward, way perhaps the ortcam of that compl: 
Cated apparatus, by wich the sea has become the con 
neimg buk of the whol iuman farmly hey {14 
roast Wan 1anad, the sail buted to Te wind, and the 
rneonventent 10W boa stoyroved atrte the elup, gather, 
che Dieses auto ity cauyis, and launchins’ forth to 
wtomsh distant nations still im a state of barbarism 
Sasits, such as these, performed by the cahest au1 
itor, were converted mito great n itiunal cras, avd thr 
Csent tteell, fiom the rspotcacy of a inde peuple to 
cxplam such a phenomenon, was contested into som 
wvtholowwal take Hence the stories of flyin. hore 
nd winced men, s0 common in the eatliust t ditions 
ct sav ieee, and the legends of Teisus, Medea, Lasptole 
auuy, Jupteet and Luropa, and other sath tables of Gre 
can bast 2y 

Whea ship bald, diag a couse of ponewne 
1 provements, was suppoved to have attarned porlu han, 
(ie marchant stups of the ancients were mide ot an 
oval form, as best calcul ited for the stowane of gon, 
vad accommodation of passincer, md the Kagth was 
vont fom time that of thr Lacidth they were alo 
fit bottomed, and drew hte water, that they amcht 
U fitted for coastin. suyages. or Lawing up on shor 
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The bulk howeser, of these shaps was tmigmficant com 
pared with those of the moderns, thur geueral burdur 
hems about fifty or sixty tons anid although we some 
times riad of vewels of cnermous waze, eenatructed by 
the 5321aus and E.yptians, yet these seem to have buen 
too unwieldy for the sbull of ancient mariners, and were 
built chiefly from o=tuutation, ot for temporary pu pores 
Merchant shipe wore furnished with sals of varsous 
forma nd matensals, according to the habits and the 
Produce of different nahons, but most of thm scm 
to bave been made of linen, aud were cencrally of a 
white colour, which the apaénts considered as an omen 
Uf Kod fortune Instead of one, two helms were gene 
rally weed, one of winch waa placed at the storo, and 
the other af the prow, am which case the course of the 
vessel could be reversed without the necesmty of tack 
img, and as anchoring was a frequent proces 10 the 
timid navrpation of autquity, each ship was provided 
with sevial amor of from one to four flukes, and 
thet, contrary to the modern pracue, were dropped 
from the stern When the veosel was under sail, 4 boat 
‘was towed after it but ort the approach of foul weather 
xt was drawn up, and made fast to the ship While 
thus unhty was studsed m the architecture of a ship, 
there sens to have been wo 2ack of tasteful ornament 
A hgui head surmounted the prow, trom which the 
Vessel durnved te name . and over the stern, which % 
formed hike a shutd, and filled with elaborate carved 
work und peiutings, rove the umage of the god to wloe 
care the slip was intiusted, while streamers fluttered 
from the poop and mast-, Frequently, tuo, ax we find 
from anuicnt coms and monuments, the whee prow of 
the vensel was curved, and parnted, to te<embie the hee 
of some animil, or magmary menster It was im ships 
Buch as these that the Greeks aud Romany lat espe 
cally the Phamuans, mtccbinced the Lommoidees of 
difcrunt counties, and made the sea y miediuoy of com 
ton Communit. tion to all civilized nations 

When we read however of the spluidid vovaces of 
anfiguity, whether undertaken from the love at wealth 
f suience, we we always 1ewmiea of the dvinuulnes 
and imperfections of tbe uncient mai atun Althon,.tt 
‘the alups of Jarshish nought cold trom the far distant 
Ophn, yet at Was at th even of a thre yer 
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Voyage, and tht case could not be much amended sn 
subsequent acs, s0 fong a the marine: ¥ compass was 
unkuoun It was only when the smooth wens of summer 
Lave promise of security that trading soy4,e could 
be undertshem, and then the Sup, winch ad buen lad 
up on shore during the winter, was launched, and 
freighted with a cargo After eacrifies bad Ucen 
affered, xf propitious omens were secured, the tembhing 
faslore ventured to horst sal, and while they <rept 
cantously forward, they dnected their course dang 
the day by the distant shores and headland», and at 
night by tho star If, however, the evening thicatoned 
storms or darkness, the sailors made for the nearest 
shoe, and anchored in vome creek, till the moraing 
To leave the ugh of land was an app.lhng idea im 
early nays ation, until the use of the polar star was 
completely understood, by which the situation and 
Dearing of distant places were asvettained or at leant 
wumued When winter aimved, or when the devied 
Port was reached, the ship was ursed upon the laud, 
Stern foremost, and hauled up upon ake veach by tho 
ciew When the veel war encountered by a storia, 
the sailors made haste to get the vewel on shore, but 
if thus would not be done, they threw out ove anchor 
after another, to ride out the tempest aid List af all 

ye sacred anchor (their forlorn hope), that at leat 
they might not lose the knowledge of chur course If 
these expedsents were useless, ao that they were still 
duiven out to sea, their cave became deeper ite each 
man resigned his labour, and called upon the Kos, 
while the vessel was buffeted bither and thither by 
winds and waver, wd when a calm succcuded, tt be 
came a difficult matter to determine the plac to which 
they hid been ducen Whon the shp was allowed to 
drive before the storm, the rudders were di .wn un out 
of the Water, and secared by the ruddu binds, ta t 
they might not be carried away by the waves aud 
when the planks began to start with the labouring ot 
the vessel, they were secured by the proc s8 of wards 
girding, that 1s, passmy a strong cable averal tas 
Found its sides, an experiment sometimes adopted with 
effect in modera navs,auou * 

© A very geiplae and maute description of the S380 SF snare 
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‘The wan ships of the ancients were necesatily of 1 
du *ccc 1¢ form fiom those of the merchant service bun, 
@cugned for swift sang, rather than hazardous or 
tedious navigation, their length was e1pLt times that ot 
thoi breadth, and they were ampelled, mot by sails, 
but rowers Ava great number of oars was necessary 
for 1apid wanceuvies, the ingenuity of the ancients war 
ta kid to accommodate th. greatest numbet ot ravers, 
ani therefore beuches wei gradually raed over 
Ucoches, uutil sometimes the galley bad toty or firty 
Binks of oats But as ths was an exceemte tehnement 
upon the prmuple, auch vestel weie too unwieldy for 
o diary mmagenunt, and therefore the mabone mot 
okulled in naval warfare were continted with the quin 
querenie, or five benched galley, as thar chrf tue of 
Datle skp, the usual complement of which wus thee 
huudied rowers, and two bundred fohoug mun tho 
plow was armed with a stiovs, brazen beak, «lich 
ein, d-iven vivlently against 4 sbip amide, would » aX 
at as Uffectually ds a broad sidc of modern artillery, and to 
uu a favourable positon for such an amault, reqer a 
much dexterous manceuring one stratagem m th » case 
‘Was to sweet the ship obliquely a,aimet the enemy, ant 
sweep away Ins oars, by which he was rendered delemce 
lusy Ho-counte ret the fatil stroke of the beak, the sues 
of sencls were Kener illy fortited wath strom, pieces of 
tunbir, Called the cars of the slap Ip addition to th s. 
nodes of muoyance, the forcastle was murmou tel by 
tower filldnot only with nchers and sbogers, Lit tre 
quently with engints, that threw Jitge stones wit dite 
stages Wore Greet d upon the deck, and platforms 10001 
the aides of dhe vue] { t the eco mmo lation of the ¢ mt 
Dicants ait sometaes caver ngs of utdes or shitty were 
eonstrac CL asa prt ct from the eneray et ts tits 
Tu diiwit. up aft ft bottle, the form ot awe % 
Dir more feqgucatly tat of a hufmoon, was dy dy 
an the Contig of whieh the be ¢ shys were ph et at 
tac purpne et breasta, theen yeh oC Wana fect 
Wis werk antvig $ toola dt, mthed anyee at 
Se drawuup erty ma crate ode they 
TH tu sol wma mdr the Maen wi Ly 
Tutor wes wen hase Leon the am tue stand 
fa bite was ice fiom the a nnmaks snp v beet 
e cape the carte of tie teataadk te td an 
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Taning a gilded shield or banner, and scundins 2 trum 
pet As ‘the hostile navies approa hed each other, 
Showets of mumives weie interchanged and when the 
battl, closed, each elnp exhausted crery resomu. an 
mincourring, to garu 2 favourable position so as to be ik 
ntagonrst At length, as the coaflct dvepened, the 
> graph for a hand tohind tal of strength, 
which was contmued until the wesher party yielded 
The Romany, who generally despoed naryeton, and 
‘Were little skilled mn ats tactics, preterred this last moae 
of aibutration, when they fouht at «a 1,ainst 4 naval 
power Confident in there supcrit valour ind weapons 
‘they were only eager to come to blows and where they 
contuived to grapple with an enemy, they seldom failed 
to be victorious 

‘When the troops of Cassar were brought from Gaul to 
the invanon of Britain, im slups auch a» those we have 
aheady decciibed, the Britons themselves appear, 
fu as navigation was concerned, to have been an 4 conds 
thon of the moot helpleas barbaiem ‘Thus 19 the more 
siagular, when we comden not merely the ansular cha 
i kter of the country, and the mechanial ingenuity of 
the people diyplayed 1 the construction of thar war 
ebanots, but the visits which they bad secerved frum 
torer.n ships, for some ages previous But the emula 
thon ‘which had once inspired the iude but ener,etic 
Romans, an the eatly stages of the republic, to build 4 
fleet fiom the model of a Carthagiman galley driven 
ashore by a atorm, seems to have boen unknown to ho 
fast inhabitants of our afland , and therefore, althou,h 
they had often been visited by the lps of the Gaul 
and Phoenicians, they appea to have bad nothing better 
than canoes and coracles The former were small boats 
conatrncted ont of the mugle truvk of a tree, ike those 
stll used by the rudeat tnbca of savages while the 
Inter were hight vessels formed of wicker wok, and 
covered with slans, like the coracles stil] usd 1 «ome 
Parts of Wales Such veanis were by no means fittud 
to mect the tower like galleys of the Romans, and, 
therefore, the experment was never attempted The 
Isnitons could only make 1 bold resmtince from the 
shove, which they did so cBuctu ally, thet the lions 
woe un ible to effect « Tundinz but whom the engin 
Inpan to dwchai,c then deadly showers of stones 
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snd datty from the ducks of the galleys the Britons 
wived, and then rterted they woe 1 tmyhed 
at such @ new method of attick, and them invalos 
wers enabled to lund under the protection of then 
armament 

When the Romans, at a subsequent period, acon 
phabed the conquestof South Britain and reduced st toa 
Province, they end.avouted, according to then established 
custom, to instruct the mtives in the arts of civilization 
aud among these we are ccrtain that «up building and 
wayitation were not owtted The ammediate succes 
with which the experiment of teimsformins the Britons 
into ,o0d sulors vas attended, lias not been mentoued 
bur towards the end ot tue third century we fmd the 
aslind occupying 4 biol dank as a mantime power 
Atty wan occasioned by the revolt af Car rusius + 
Mcnapian of humble buth, bat skilled im aval affairs 
and who ws appointed to prot ct the British seas from 
northern puitey In 20 Ciriusius, percenang the 
Werknes of the empire ana encourazed from turs to 
aim at mdcpundent nuthority sulud trom Boulogne to 
Waitem, where he persuaded both Romans anu wtivis 
to caponst Ins ¢ ime and h assumed the thle ot 
Ampuor, he budt ships upon the Roman model on 
stucted be Buosh subyect= im mav il tretics and cattied 
Jets vxctor tous invasions over the coasts of Gaul Sj sun 
aud feats Phi Busosh cmperor became it it 9) 
ford vble, that Daxdenes ud Maaman wore obbiud 
to mike peace With bun ws on independent soveret0 
Whur the power of Rone hid take azaumst bun te 
Hil under the Qt cr of a pretended fiend but thy 
wnat Carel Ws an impor tant fesson to thay Compt y 
te Well is an o:nnons antim ition t> forare ares Ie 
she wed that the buls ube ot Brash stenth are not on 
Liu, bat upon the decp—that with dects Britain «vent 
Wa o Weakest, could defy the mistress at the workd— 
and that Whoa bo penal of suatensty cume, ven the, 
wanted Morld % ull be unable $4 comph 
throw 

He crvahiz anon ef the Gait ns was as superticaat as it 
Tad been kosty mnd chil rhe fr coms fe wen at the 

Polen acter stil cemamed th outset Rome tnd oats 
ti Wied Gtamun yound une rton under the Gyert 
Ctmprorvement Plus wis avetene op Ae reumesal et 
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We legions fiom Butuan, for while the whole land 
‘wa rent mto factions that wasted each other m mutual 
conflicts and massacres, the Britons were too spintles: to 
remst the Puts and Scot, who broke duough the 
Duner of the south, avd ravared the country at 
vill These barbarian tubes of the north were in 
the same aude condition with those Rritons who bad 
opposed the landing of Cesar, and the curreghs, 10 
which they attacked th southern coasty, were nothing 
more than the hbt, omer framed, skin covered skills, 
which we have aliendy mennoned And yet, they seem 
fu have found the shores and seas undcfended—a sme 
[root how completcly the memory of Caausuy had 
passed away! In this emericncy, without ships o 
native courme, the provincial Britons sent repeatedly 








bianted, matead of endeavounng to defer d them: 
‘they xetolved to call in the termble Saxon piraten as 
d Champiotin and protectors 

In 449, when this unfortunate plan was adopted, 1¢ 
happened that Hengist and Hotea, two celebrited 
axon chiefs, were cruising in the channel, and ay 
soon as the welcome summons arnved, they gladly 
Janded in Britain he deliverers came in three lung 
‘huules (heels) that scarcely held im all two hundred 
men J ut Gen superior valout and d:scaphine, aded by 
the contumed spuits of the Fritons, sufficed to beat tack 
the Picts and Scots Perbaps, even aleady, the orifty 
rovers who had seem the fatners of the land w wall as 
the tout Tenens of ats occupants, may hase conceived tht 
powrilty of making it then owm —at Wevents Huupist 
and Hoi-a 1epresented the necesuty of bung 1intored 
by then countrymen, and the Buitows, who porhays 
‘wore del hted with the thoupht ot having the burdun 
ot then defence Lard upon others, vay williuyly ac 
ceded to the meamme The encod were, th it one 
armament after another of Jutcs, Anglet and Saxonu 
arrived, until at last they were m over mitch for both 
friend and enemy and the Britons <oom fund, that 
then auxiliaries were .3cater evils than evcn the Scot 
and Picts against whom they had bun summoned It 
a4 forergn to our purpose to desaibe the Jong tea of 
doniicts that tollowed but thronphout the whole ¥ ar 
the Saxons possessed the comm ind of the ses, hy which 
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they coud receive tmforcemeuts, or change ther 
opecatous at pleasure Ibe conflict ended m so cm 
plete 4 subjy,ation of the Binons of the so! th, thit 
they ceased to be secu_nived as a natwn, whik chen 
pie was filled by « new people, tue subjects of che 
haxon Heptarchy 

While these new inhabitants of LulJand were pr 
yates, the sea bad becn then dwellug, and wih ite 
storms they had become so famban, that when even the 
Dest appaiated shape did not dare to veutwe fiom their 
harbours, the Saxuns delighted am the tempest as the 
eenson of attack and «pul It was thev they rushed 
forth to the assault of some devoted coast that least 
expected such a visit, and so walle and teralte wae 
then ras ike», that the fleets of the Romans tembled at 
the alihtly constructed Reels of the marauders But 
th Charact: way totally changed when they bal 
obtamed settled homes am England The Anglo saxon» 
became caltyators of the sou, and leaiut to preter at as 
the surest and Icast bazardous means of support, aud 
when thy wanted, sf Was among themselves, aud by 
land, upon suljets of poliacal cantioversy Thus, the 
oar Was once Toure as defenceless as wbin Hedpist 
and Hotea had visited 2¢, and at myated the comny of 
sun tome tunble evemies than the bands of Hevgist 
and Hora [hese were tbe Dante, who bad adored 
the mar audi, hite of the Carlier 5 1x0ns—men a» brave 
on bind and as shiltal it sci with the addinen of bum, 
apore fiu1¢4 and piless, than thur pridecssos 

Ip 787, the Danes made ther fiat appeaiance an 
Jnciand on tht Ham,sbire cast, wher they defeatid 
id skew the Keeve, m a second dement, 793, they 
plunderca the choich of Uindist unc and in a third, 
71 they spoiled tae monistery ot Wearmouth Em 
boldcued by the tacistys of landmsz m Enslund, and 
the plunde: that nnkt be won, these Visits wer 
aepeated upou a lurcr scale [t would be tedious wo 
Purcolaiise Mise descents, or the barles tought with 
\ tious sucecss for a coune of forty years Even when 
tht Datu. were routed, they sill secured the spoil, and. 
shen discn to thus slips im ope part of the land, 
ey rca or }y C2 re appear in some mon. unguarded 
quarter, which Lept cvury part of the coast an a con 
Aunt state of alarm 
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Durmg the forego period the Danes bad acted 
only a» marauders but after they bad fully tued the 
steength of the land, they determmed to obtan a 
Permanent postession, and m 832 they commen cil 
by fortifying themeetves in the isle of Thanet and 
afterwards in the ale of Sheppey, and from ¢ 
ncaapments they were enabled to direct thu vat acen 
with greater extent and precruon Tho coasted counties 
most exposed to these inroads, after tiyimz the fortane 
‘of arms in vain, endeavoured to pinuhare tm exemption 
from ench intorda but the Danes, after they revived 
the price of forbearance, weie not 1mg m breaker 
theu proms, and in return, to tie at wath contempt 
the cowardly natives of Buitain 
Ie was while England w1s in this con 
4D dthon that Aled mevccded to the timost 
872901 powerhsssceptre The question of wht ther 
Saxon or Dane should be the permanent 
wister of Bratam seemed all tut sctticd an tasom of 
the litte: for althou.b Alfred defcated them @.ht 
fimes mm one year, yet they swarmed upon the out, 
and landed im such numbers, thit the superstitions 
Sisons lec sed thumselsee abandoned by Heaven ind 
A ficd ws compelled to seek his safety 1m concealment, 
Bo that twas lon., buhesed thut he was dead both dy 
fucats aud enemns And what Enelish heart does not 
kn w amlehetish the tale of his re appearance, ind the 
tbuious 1 sults thit followed} It ts only neccesary m 
tuis place to point out the dificaltes of his situation, by 
4 view of the ticities which the Danes powesed as 
auyaders, aud an which they seem to have dicted from 
all the preceding nethern pirates They were as well 
adapted for iind a8 for naval versice 80 that on dis 
embarling they scized every hors they could tind, by 
which they wert transformed im an instant from \ crew 
of aaslors into a baud of skilful civalicrs Tu the arte 
of casttumentation, also, they far surpassed the I nghsh, 
and when they wisbed to establish the mecles on any 
fisourable spot, they fortified thumselves so strou-ly 
twat 1 was difficult to disiodge them duch were the 
men beaded by Cuthrum, and afterwarde by Halldene, 
two of the most mkitful leaders of Denmark, 17009 
whom Alited hid to contend for the powesuon of J ny- 
Jand, and over whom be taally prevailed 
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Among the miny cums of Shed to the undying 
gititude of Ins Country, that af ty ng the Gunde: of 
The Eoghsh naty a4 unt the tent Tho ships of the 
Danosh, Saxon, aud Cth r apathein piratical tbus hod. 
Futherto been chiefly sliitt shin covered fabtus that 
#0 tat fiom bemg stted for nasal conficty were no 
Portect 1% mete transports, while ships of thc old 
slassic a1 size and proportions were only to be fund m 
the Wediterr mean Alte, after he ha} draveu out the 
Danes, was resolved to make thet exclusion perm ment, 
und (or this purpose he constructed ships wyon the 
werent principks Thos vowels were tHice a9 Fong 14 
those of the Dincs they som hu-her m the water md 
were mine ste dy mvulinz an} im crder to min then 
Wath shillul manners be nsatel ropers em Pre tant 
who were wali, to ind mynacy Fhe mens tye) 
dm ably awl fathiuily and the Laslish, eft the 
extmple of th un Ring became meh dold navi ritors 
that anstead of wating ta the Jin an. of the Danes 
ey wttacked th mw on ther own clument ind runed 
seven victany Pb same 40 | fortune distinushed 
the sneresstve reins of the 5 1 aud erindson of Alfie d 
Fat huth md rac of far 9997) Enchiud 
Wal Mecome so deaadudly a meantime yower thit elt 
han stewed bis Burge om th mv Dee am then ef 
Ves he amihe ypeas te have beer the hrst king. 
cE Enola sho chimed tbe the Prt et thy seas 
which ans wi ted his hans time and ose eur all 
the ye seas af the aay went a Tes 

Tio p oyons slow cl naval power aware exgnad 
wih Lion for m 980 and the twa t Maen s ser 
the Dies renewed then attuas on Fazland upon 
suveral pomnts succesasels ind cared off un tram tise 
tent ty Espo MRL a cessation of tte seats thes. 
Tetrenet un ateater forte and as the lode Btn, 
Wid now becore + proile ate unpatriotic Tue Che aL 
Avermed Tagish cudewonret Cah aunty for itself 
to bun off the amvaders Pyce whem the fnulish ships 
AH} fotees wore mse tered tor 2 stout reststamee such 
Was the tathsy of then tlt that th y often 
Beraved thas tt t the remy de ad lion ty the 
divexetin atk ff at yoluced by ths cases th re 
wr taluy me Ponds h compos Dot Pit vers 
wim Me baat biet mtd ted ee Nome 
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Jind but wh bad never been rect umed fiom thes old 
predilections and thes Anglo Danes wero always 
rendy to cals im the cnetry and _1ve them | footing 20 
the country he taneiable expidies ** adopted by the 
Faghoh were shamefully mwmthy of the dewendants 
ef Alfreas heroes Lhey lesd an odione tan, under 
the nue of Dave ,clt, ostensiLly for the detence of the 
country, Lut varmaity to buibe the forlesrance of the 
enemy, they Pred a Danish chtefinu ta defend them 
with a Pimsh fleet agamst his own counn ,roen—-and 
Waving thus thrown away then snords ind shown 
themsches unworthy of ficedoin they had recourse to 
@ national thee doya taxc on bred 1 Jot aud water im 
the fond hope thit the anyuls woust fiat theat battles, 
and achieve then deliverance But thi heavens were 
deaf to the ener of men who would not Jorn exertion 
with prayer ‘The foullest of meas rey was at List 
adopted [lus way a plot to miwsere itl the Dine 
settled in Enilaud, upon an apyomnt d day avd the 
odious deed was perpetrated with evely circumstance of 
asrocity and barbarity (4 v 1002) 

Chis last expedient was only the cause of a ternbdle 
retibubon and the shores of Denmal rosounded with 
Uamours for reven.e A larze fleet was soon collected 
under the command of bweyn and such was the 
strength and barl nic splendour of thi» armament, that 
at wemed to hare been fitted out for nothing less thin 
the assured congucat of Kneland It was more nu 
amerous than any that had «ver been prepared ai unt 
cur island and a» 1¢ was supposed to embark in & 
national aud sacred cause, there was nuther old man 
nor slave on boaid every combatant was a fre min, 
and in the pume of Init ‘The sbips carzied upon then 
prova amas of burnshed m tal representing hons, 
bulls dragons, thes,or armed men the top masts were 
surmountia with the Ayurcs of castes md 1avens, that 
‘turned with the wind side of each vessel were 
gaily panted with diferent colours «hile shuclds of 
durmebed atecl, thie ghetired sm the sun were sus 
pended round the deck Ihe skp of Swevn bimwif 
‘was moulled auto the fort of an cuyrmows sespunt the 
head of which form d the prow, utik the tul coded 
mer the poup Even yet Fuslant if defended by 
Donist heats, had heeds amd wedth sui went Or the 
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emergency, but traiors comzm inded tn tir fivets and 
aymies, and premdcd over licr councils, so that tho 
national resources were in vain* In 4 pD 1003, the 
expedition landed, and ten years after—years of con 
nd suffermg, and disgrace to the land— 
Sucyn was acknewlcdged as‘ Full Kinz’ of kngland 

When a Danish dynasty was thus settled on 

AD the throne, and a Danwh population arnalgae 
1013 mated with the native Enghsb, a new mantime 
chatacts: Was infased into the national spint, 

by Cannte, a wise aud brave prince, which fifty yearn 
of freedom from mvasiou helped to mature = It a3 ante 
resting, however, to obverse, from the fore.oing shetch, 
‘the duhcalty with which England was rad to her 
atural pomton a3 a naval power~and how the chs 
vacter required to be forced upon her by a surcevsion of 
events the most untoward, and covquests the most 
humihaimg After the Damsh succussion had been 
superseded by the restoration of the Saxon une, 1m 1042, 
we find that Eu.land abounded in good alupa and able 
paval commanders, so that when rar! Godwin and hie 
sous revolted from Edwaid the Confessor, most of the 
engagements that ensued, in conacquence, were by 
In 1080, when Harold ascended the throne, Englund 
was threatened with invasion by Wilham, duke of 
Normandy, and Harold Hardroeda, kins ot Norway 
Harold, without any lecatimate claim to the crown, 
had been called w the throne by the umitid yvones 
of the nobles and people. Wailham, om the contrary, 
preteuded that the crown had been bequeathed to lum 
by the will of Edwiurd the Contessor, and altuou.h 
his ttle only rested upon such @ pretended disposition, 
the had resources in the shape of wealth and soldiers 
tw support tt He therefore musterid not otiy his own 
Normans to assist 1m the pruweution ot his chatm, but 
allured foreign adventurers to bis standaid fiom every 
country, by the promim of uch po-sc-sions tn England 
The Narmans wer cti.matly Danes, who had bem 
more fortunate im France than im Eogland, but after 
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they had acquired a fertile teritory, they so complet 1y 
yelinquished their nauncal habits, that Walla % 
obliged to depend upon bis neighbours fui sbips and 
transports ‘These, however, were so liberally fwmmbed, 
‘that a thonsand vessels of \arious sires wete mustered, 
Yo convey sixty thousand soldsers to Lu.imé — Lhe 
the Norman and Norwegian invamons hid been pre 
paring at the same period, and for some time it Wu 
Quesnonable whuther, op landmg an Eugland, Wilh om 
would have to fiht for the crown ag inst Harold the 
son of earl Godwin, or Harold Hudiady 

The English king had stationed + well apporoted fret 
off the Isle of Wight, to watch the motions of the 
opponent he most dreaded, whale he encampel am the 
neighbourhood with a powerful amy Ibe pepns 
trons prevented Wiliam from venturing to o¢ 4 dung 
the whole summer, as be huew that it would be curtan 
destruction for his li ht transports to vet sul m the tice 
of such opposition But at last, the Lngtish feet sud 
army were called off by the arrival of the Norco 
under the command of Harold Hidrad i? md Losty 
tho tito brother of the Lughish hinz, who hid been 
deposed from brs earldoms of Nuithumberlind Liv Nor 
wegian kin. and Toots sailed up the Humber with 60 sant, 
Uanded their foreey and watcie 1 towards York thes at 
first were succewtul and defeated the Fu lish e. 
Morear and Edwin, but ou the ‘1129 al of Hat 
southizn army, the Norwegians were eutu 
at Standford budge, md Hardiucda and Just: were slam, 
Sept 25 The English ficct having uso arnaycd, the whole 
of them sinpe aid the remuns of then umy were 
obhged to capitulate ie Nat wcaiins in twouty 34 
were allowed to return home to convey the moutatul 
tidings of their disco uhture, apd the rem nudes ot therr 
fleet with all their plunder bocame the spoil of the con 
queror—and in this manuer terminated the last Norwe 
Glan myaoion of England 

Beery thing seemed to consgre on favour of the 
Nornian invasion, for Walham mamedsately, on bung 
informed that the English feet and army bad bon 
withdrawn to oppose Hardreda, act oul and tmded 
‘sthout restet ince at Pevensey, 11 Sues x, Sqprember 
40, 1006, after wiuch be burnt Ins own skys int bs 
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nuased those winch be bad lured, because he well knuw 
that they were unable to contend with the Enghsh 

The intelligence of this pew 3 asion was guickly trans 
mitted to Haiold mm the north, from whence he marched 
‘with the gieatest expedition The Knplush army, weak 
ened as st bad been in the severe contest with Hardreeda, 
mm,bt stil have proved an over match for the forces 
of Walhun, bad not Harold, who was flusbed with 
his late success, hastily advanced to meet bim, and 
aumpiudendy relscd to venture all on one decisive 
hattle Ihe latde of Hastmus, October 14, 1006. w: 
long and bluody, vnd terminated im the total defeat of 
the Enghah army, and m the death of Harold Iu 
Victory and his subseypcnt successes put Wallam m pos 
sonon of the throne, and established a new ane 
the lords and wastes of Emsland It , however, 
deserving of rumah, thit the Dice sony of Huold 
Carued Of the groatur part of tae Meet winch cn ablud 
them to make many attempts u unst the power of the 
Nurmans but provin, alt sys unsuccessful, they re 
tied to Duumark, and there did 














CHAP I 


Aw Outin of Naval Hestory prom the Norman toa 
quest to the death nf (Queen EU cluth 


Dearve the vecus of the latter Ungio Sraom kings, the 
naval detence ct the kingdom wpptars to hive been 
het upon 2 respectable tootwm., os the prraieal m 
durmtomy of the Northmen were eflectnally prorented 
We hase to seen, that Harold on his aucesion as 
mundled a reat fleet, vagilantly watched the 
coast of Normandy durim, the entire summer and pre 
Vented the eayected my ision trom that quarter untt 
Biv feet Was withdsawe to oppor the united Mats of 
Mardrada wd fost, which bad entered the Humber 
‘Lie thet the Oe Norweasun feet of 400 sail did aus 
Aender to the Pultish tnd that the duke of Nunmandy 
did ammeditas on tis Landis either barn or dismiss 
dis aba i a Sahel tory PLoot that the fluet of Harold 
must bare been mare pewarlul than cither the ce or 
Che othet Hi torars hive aut ompplad ws with apy 
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satisfactory account of the fatal noshacnce Wich Ie to 
the duembarkaton of eo linge a force without the 
elghtest opposition , but it may hate aren m the fol 
lowing manner The great battl of Standford was fom,be 
on September 25, and the Norwe,iau fleet may have 
surrendered to the Em hsh fiect im the Humber a few 
days after, which would not leave suffiuicnt time fo 
the English ships to retnrn to then former station off 
the Iale of Wizht to prevent rhe discmbarkation at 
Pevemey, the sich September fom whateser circum 
tances it arose, 1t w un fatal to Harold 

‘The accessicn of Wilham of Nou indy to the Engl 
throve produced a conmderable changt mn the minume 
condihon of the country, as the sons of Havld bad 
succeode! in curryinz off nearly the whole shuppmg 
and as the Conquira bad either destroyed or dis 
mussed bin own sups, England was thus deprived at 
once of her naval defence To add to the insecurity 
of Willams conquest, the Norwep1ms, the Dimes, and 
the sons of the late King, were severally prepara 
strong fletts to mvade Rngland, and be neither Luew 
tLe pont nor the period at which a landing might 
We effected But the mipgular good fortune that tal 
huthorto attended hint was sll at band The sons of 
Harold fist ted the expenment, after procunng strong 
‘reinforcements 1m Ercl nd, but they were so surely 
handled ou then landing im 1007, and an the flown, 
Year, that out of maty slaps only two returned Ibe next 
storm, 1009, was from Denmark Iwo hundrd «id forty 
ahip- fiom the land of the seslanzs bung 1ined by 
reinforcements from the Apzlo Dance of Northumbertand 
and the Scots, entered the Hamber burned the city of 
York, and, but for the severity of the winter, would lave 
Contiiued their march to the capital ‘They, howeres, 
wintered Letwein the Ouse aud tla Trent Wath the 
return of spring, the Conqueror was upon them, he 
defeated the No:thumbrans and Suote with terrible 
slaupbrer, and puichased the peaceable depaiture of the 
Danes Ths third and most terrible of all the threatened 
‘wranons still impended from the muted totes of Den 
mark, Norway, and Flanders, amounting m all to about a 
‘thousand sal, and the case of the Conqueror appearc 
more hopeless than eves But inv skilful negotiations and 
Pisuasve gold found thou way among the chiuie of 
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this coahtion, and these, combmed with sevezal unfore 
seen accadunts, duyomned and finally dispersed the ar- 
mament But these dangers sufficed to uonvince the 
Norman of the imecunty of hie conquest without a 
taval force to maintam it, and as commerce only vould 
tieate the matenals of an effictve wavy, he began to 
pationue the merchants, and woste foreigners to the 
English ports with promises of protection ard encourage 
aoent His von and sucvenm, William Rufas, adopted 
@ plan more consonant sill with the spit of that 


marauding age. As he was exposed to continual attacks 
from Normand; 
fit out resvels at ther own expunse, 
the enemy at pleasure, and this privateerng prouple 
‘wan adopted upou so Large a scale, that the attewpta of 
the Normans were frustrated 
For sone time after the conquest of finland, the state 
of the country was too restless and wsecure for the pro 
secution of commerce , and couseq.iently the naval power 
was greatly defective, whether for defines or annoy anu. 
Danng the reign ot Henry Beauclerk mote pewcful 
Yorre surceeded, rnd under bis just and able admunistta 
thon, the pots of kngland weie filed with ships that 
thaded to fowgn counties But donng the usurpation 
of Stephen, this tevopotary secunity vamshed, armed 
‘violence assumed the plwe of peaceful trafte, and the 
Vand was divided between ry Cams and those of th. 
Gopiese Manida It requnred all the ab ites as weil 
asthe loug reign of Humy IL, to remedy the evsly of 
(us comparatively short intusal, aud the effect of ins 
‘mtasures upon the navel strcacth of Bmitand was cluefly 
conspicuous under the renew of lus successor, Ru hard f 
‘bis hou hearted Lang devoted hue whole ener 
Ap pies to the stcond Coasade, of which be became 
1190 the hero, and a alarge fleet was necessary 
for the vonreyance of Ine numvous amy, the 
naval power of Enzland was tasked to the uttermost 
tor 4 display worthy of the ovesion His ships con 
sisted of thirteen lar.e vessels, callud dromonds, each ot 
which cunied thiee waste, tty thiee Lalltve, eah cf 
three buths of gare, and a hundred and fit 5 buwes <1 
fariachs, beades an smimense number of sm Ul a1 ue 
Tt waukl appear, aloo, that vowels bad ancic wed pn ith 
ap alan, comparcd with the fist rates in use Buick the 
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‘Norman Conquest, as the largest now carried about font 
lundred men This splendsd fleet, when it entered the 
prt of Mesa, stuck the Siahins with wonder, aud 
the Frenus hing wath euvy  Duriug the voyage of 
Ruchard fiom Cypius to the siege of Aci 
uty occurred of testing the ,ooduess of bus 
the hard:hood of therr ews A mountainows diomond 
‘was desuned as they swled along and on bemg baled 
at displayed French colours Tue Chiistians oon di 
covered, on a niarer inspection, that it was a Saracen 
atup, carrying seven Enure and fitteen hundred soldicrs, 
with a large quaptity of itary stores, for the relief of 
Acre, and therefore immediately commenced an attack 
‘Notwithstanding the dupanty 10 pout of numbers, the 
event was foi some time doubtful Such was the he:bt 
of the Saracens deck, that the Fnghsh wer unable to 
‘boa dit, and Greek fire, a ternble sostrument of naval 
warfare sn the middle ages, waa showed upon them 
with such effect, that the stoutert of the mavmnlants 
quailed It seemed as xf the dromond would have broke 
through the crowd of enemies, and continued her voyage 
am triumph, tM the desperate Rich ud exclaumed, 2 
wall crucify all my solisers af this vecsc) 18 permitted 
to escape? ‘The onset was then renewed with fresh 
vigour, aud the bigb ech scaled by mnintudis while 
the Saracens, who fought desperately to the lust, finally 
Unideavoued to sink ‘their ship, that the Christian 
aught go down m then company Before this could be 
\ocomplished, several of the crew were taken prisoner, 
wud part of the cargo was saved This ancident had 
cunmiderable mfluence upon the subsequent successen of 
the crusader», for had the stores reached Acre in safety, 
that city mght have defied their utmost efforts 
‘The revssal of the naval cha ater of En. land 
4D under Ruchard I was ably supported and ad 
1199 sanced by John, who, althoush his pobtwal 
blunders wue nether fiw nor tural, was 
avery Aled so far as the navy was concerned Tins 
consideration might at least somewhat h_hten that loud 
ot monkish odimin under which Ins uame has di acended 
Yo yostenity In the year 1200 he revved the -lorwus 
national ¢Fum to the soversi_iity of the <eas, which for 
4 comadurable pend had Lien lost mght of cnavtm., 
with full consent uf his barous, that af any shup of other 
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nations, even though at peace With England, rfused to 
binke to the royal flag, xt should be made a lawful 
ptze, and the crew, if they remsted, were to be pu 
aushed with wprisonment.” 

Abe great naval enga.ement dumng his resgn was 
that of Damme (12/3), in which the French, who hail 
obtamed possession of Normandy, and thereby becume 
& mantime power, first med their strength with Eng 
Jand dy sea, On tins occasion, hye hundred saul were 
dispatched by John to the relef of the eail of Flanders, 
and on approaching the port of Daume, they saw it 
crowded with an rmmense forest of masts, upon which 
they sent out some light shallops to reconnatie, aud 
Dinug tidings of the enesny’s condition. The report w: 
‘that the ships had not hands enough to defend them, 
Doth soldiers aud asitore having gone on shore for 
Plunder Upon this, the Eoghsh prensed forward, and 
taptuned the large obips without difficulty, while the 
sinallat ones they burnt, after their crews had escaped 
After basing thes mastered the sbips an the outside of 
tie harbour, the English advanced to attach those 
within 2, and here the full rage of battle commenced. 
‘The part was s0 Darrow, that numbers and shill were 
unavuting, while the dispersed French, percerving the 
tokens of Conflict, came 1noning from every quar er to 
ast then party, ‘The Engiab upon thvs, after grap 
plug with the marest ships, threw a number of thin 


# Tht lordeh 




















‘amd sovereign eu im of thm rene sew,* 

ded 40 tin. Kuszy of Lagtund hnom a ily 

they Ggurencd as aeragn, gurtale 

tan of save and of Shum, othe 

‘dco bey wid af Ons eorty 

Mace ere @ ect, phat a 

ViGou ts comimalt nets #f puricy nec hee Mindat 

fe so reconteed 16 4a@s0us Feats WAU Ehe RTT* 
poe Fw unl te pend 

ured ty be ob ned 


Terme to te althrsty ew 
een of e's bet Ya o> fam 
ir any Shep, OF abnpay cathe Wrsiee Ey E nag 
wish ces Geom Tape din storoe to Cae amie 
boing of the bind # a Nore tit a expected thar the bind 
do sterke anil taht in ber tgs at te 


a 
















































Thence, and oe suffer wey dh 








tobe a, ent io tie 
Bano ways testethe Bo ti gid dh 
stnke her dee o€ boy stl to. 
Sia hase ured dain he sum 





Tuy uc cus bea the cause of qaazrels tad wate 


20 NAVAL HISTORY 


forués un land, these arramang thumstises on both 
sides of the barbour, @ (arows battle commenced on 
Jand and watea at the same instant Iz this deeporate 
melee the Prglish were vitorious three hundred pures, 
laden with corn, wine, oi, and other provisions, were 
sent to Kugland , 4 hundred other ships, that could not 
he erred off, were destioycd, and the French king, 
durmy the tempor iry retreat of the English, purcenving 
the mpowiliry of saving the rust of bus flct in the 
event of a fresh attach, set it on fire, that it w ‘hit vot 
fall into the enemy s hands [hus the fast preat vaval 
‘victory of the Knslivh destroyed the firet fleet that had 
been pomesned by France 
The next ,xeat victory which England gamed 
4d by sa wus of the coast of Dover, during the 
TAIT mine atv of Memy I On ths occasion, Lous 
the Dau bin, who had Ucen antited inte Eng 
Jand bv a party of tht tmbulent aroma, fo asset in 
deporng kmz Joun, under the prome of obtainin, the 
crown Dr lomscit, wes now hard premed, nd desnoun to 
make au ciluit to mamta bry ground He therefore 
ordered considerable remforcements to be sent to fam 
these were embarked aD etplity stout chops, besides 
transports, and set sail fiom the port of Cal Hubert 
de Butt, eart at Kent, governor of Dover Lastle, with 
two oth + commanders, determined to oppooe this ama 
quent and havin. gathered a small fore of forty vesss, 
yaild wry ce them at sea Ay the Kyylish Rect wav 
Kteatly stunt to that of the cnemy, the pudent com 
Usnders availed themselves of statignms, unusual in 
thove dans when hostile navies ewounterid eau other 
Uney gamed the weather zie of the cucmy and then 
tite t 90 successfully wath the harp br sh» of then 
ves els agamnst the L cuch tus sport, thit many wae 
sunk with all on bad Ihe Fobsb dias sere alo 
facusbed weels pots of enlaked Inne, wt which when 
‘witer was thiown, the smoke was cared by the wind 
asthe f cos of the Lrench, so that they coula neither 
bout, nor toke aim with thar mts, wlale ther 
antagonists pied them: with cross bus bolt and sows 
aw full scouts. A comphte victors ws the result, 
aind Logie Wa oo disheartcned by tins fulme, that he 
was Ulu to renounce all lus protenied rikts ta the 
eaown of bi,laud sor a safe retina te Bs ate 
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Durmg the Jong aud fecile 11 w of 
aD Hemy UE, the rcandiny of In tind 
1210-1272 dy sea was Test amidst the content: + 
Detween the km, and bis brons, wlale 
the nasal power of the Prench metcased, from thar 
Posesson of Normandy In fact, even the sbpping of 
th Fuglish at thrs time, so far fiom benef in., seemed 
only to hate a1yured the dionackd country, by merest 
iy the contuton Ihe wardens ot the Cingue Pot 
alo, who had revesved permission from John to muake 
Prists of ull vessels belon,ng to the chewy, interprited 
thiy perrmsmon bythe acale of their own selasbne-s, and 
tn piratual furbion they plundered trend and foe, 
according to their own good pleasute, while the kngieh 
batons, the heroes of Magna (hatta, countenanced the 
atrovity, and shred mn the spol Such were the du 
at uctive effects of this mmiule, thit when the oral 
disturbances were rt Iength quieted, Prince 
could muster ma more than thiteen small ¥ 
curry a thousind seamen and wldirs to the Crusade 
(1210)—a woful contest to the departure of Ruchnd 1 
on 4 sinntar expedition 
When kuwnd I ascend the throne of 
4m Fnclaud, bis jlans of ambition were 90 vant, 
1272 nd Ina consequent wus 90 nurneroay, that be 
was oblied fo attend to his navy, and by 
great effaiis he in some me me succt ded in recunig: 
st from the de,radaton spto which at hid tillen* 
Amoony other methods adopted for this purpare, one was 
the extension of the privillets of the Lioque Ports, for 
whach thoy were bound to strse bom at nouce with 
filty seven ships, for fittecn daye, at ther oxn cot 
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‘These sinps wire to be furnisbed with crews amounte £ 
‘to 1187 men and ffty seven boys, making a complement 
of twenty one men and a boy for cach veuse} and w 
these hands wete evidently for the purposes of nati 
gation onls, the ships could have been nothing more 
than tansparts In the wars conducted by Elwud 
against the Welsh, Scots, French Normans and Sy 1 
miards hua fleets fou, bt apamst eact enemy successively, 
and with sanous fortunes but the naral engagements 
of this reign howcver numerous, were too unimport ut 
in their results to ment particular mention We may 
observe, however, that the naval power of France 
consider bly preponderated over that of Engiand so 
that at wis enabled to invade the kn.lisb coast, and 
barn the town of Dover It would appear also that 1s 
an age of feuds wd divisions the salore of Fawmd 
were not a whit bebind ine Lnybts aud barons 
aptitude for mutual qoarrel Thus in the year 1297, 
expodition of great magoitude and uppoitance way 
Tanded at Sluys im ad of the Earl of Flander who 
was in alrance with Edward Bat the instant the king 
drsembarked, the aartors of the Cinque Potts, who hated 
those of Yarmouth and the other coust towns, prepared 
to fi,bt out therm fend undeterred by the royal presence 
The parties accordingly separated a fursous se1 battle 
commenced and «uch was the desperation with which 
198 feuht Orit the } armouth party had twenty hre 
ships destroyed, while the slup contaming the kings 
tuvamire was ‘tolled forth mto the lich sea, and quite 
conveyed away by the victors, under the very eyes of 
thert extonishcd soverergn A more wiportant act of 
Eédward than these indecsive expeditions, was his 
amerting and masntamng the Knghsh sovereignty of 
the seas, in spite of the naval preponderance of his 
entmmes He proclaimed this mgbt to have belonged to 
the country from time smmemorial, and the enemy did 
nit deny the claim they only endeavuured to shew 
that they had not violated :t» anthonty 
The wretched admmstraton of Ea 
an ward If bad ats natural effects upon 
337-1327 the naval prospenty of the worry, 
and while his father had been ale, in 
thi \ ar 120° to collect a deet capable of transporting 
60.000 men to Plandeis, the unwathy som was obls,ed 
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© p uhrse galleys fiom Gen for tne Sco teh wr 
Who Fdward [11 succeeded bim, at was found that 
worst of the smaller craft belonging to the clown hid 
‘ucn shamefolly suffered to fill into decay so that 
whea he myadcd France, he was obxd to buc sins 
and gallcya from the Genoese for the tranepost of horse 
(338) Notwithstanding the sictones, bowever, with 
winch this invasion was distinguished, wd the sw) € 
queat dssastess of the Trench, they still maintained 
thei superiority by sea 20 that m 4 v 1330 they were 
enabled to ft out an expedition agamst England, which 
Junded on the south cowt, burnt Portsmouth, and pio 
duced such havoc and dismay, that London itselt dreaded 
a hoatle visit On this account ondure were given to 
fortify the city, and the banks of the nver and along 
the coast only onc church bell was t0 be rung on 
Teli,ious otcamans, except an the approach of the 
enemy when the whole peal of every steeple was to be 
wakened, to rouse the country to aris Never bad the 
mctropohe been 0 threatened or alamed, mtce the 
ays ot Sweyn and Crpute ! 
‘The victory gained at Stays on the succeeding 
AD \cai mm some meamase tended to wipe away 
1340 thax national disgrue The Frenth bad hited 
ont 1 fleet of four hundred sail, wd such 2 
the farce with which 2¢ was manned, that the admutr 1Iy 
hi} confidently prommed to bring Edward alive or dead 
to Pare While this great arwida was ridmg in the 
hurtour of Stays, the ‘ket of England, couviting of 
two hundred and sixty saps, and commanded by the 
Kin, im petsm advanced to the encounter It was the 
first tune an Enghsh sovera,n had commanded as 
vdunral of the fluct, and that soveretzn was the con 
quoror of Cressy The admrable disposinons of Edward 
‘on this occasion were worthy of the succes: that 
crowned them The French ships were +o strongly 
fortred 10 the harbour, that it would bare been smpos 
mble to break then line he therefore pretended a 
hasty retreat, by which the enemy were ailued from 
then strong position ind when he had thus cot them 
mto the open sea, he so mancuvied as tu gain the 
advantages of sun ind wind So complete was the 
dhscomfitme of the French on tins occasion, that two 
handed and thirty of their ships were taken, wile 
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then Joss 1m men bas been vanously (stim ited hon ten 
to thirty thousand Nowe of the courtiurs of Paris had 
courage to tell thar sovaga (Philip ¥1) of this 
calamity, and the office was at length committed to the 
court fool, who diwharged st im hie own profesional 
manner. *What heartless cowards these English are!” 
he exclaimed, when he tbought he bad found the 
opportumty ‘Why do sou thik so? demanded the 
monarch ‘ Berausc,’ replied the wotley official, «they 
had not comage ta leap overboard hke our Inench and 
Normans at dluys!” 

Tme naval battle 1s worthy of attention m sever il 
respects It was one of the last of those qruat Engr, 
ments by seam which the ancent system privuled 
Before gunpowder began to change the whole sci nce of 
‘maritune wartate, and m the skilful combinations that 
distmcushed ts movements, st resembled some manter 
Prece of the Athemiaua or Carthagimans, rather than 
the ferious and random onset of a sea fight durins the 
nnddle ages It differed, however, im this reepect frou 
the naval engagements of antiquity, that the use of the 
nar for a counderable period had been sbandoued, to 
that the manceuvres depended upon the skufal nave 
Gotion of the Eughsh, and their adruit menagement of 
the sail, i which they appear, even alrewds, to hive 
materially surpassed their rivals ‘Tho cross bow constr 
tuted the chiuf hand mtllery of the Freuch, and the 
long bow or the kngluh, and the superunity of the 
latter weapon over the former, was as effectually shewn 
at sea, as on land In addition to these mivaves, Inge 
machines were cainied by several ships, from which 
huge atones, bars of on, and javeliny, were thiown 
with deadly effect The French stups were drawn up 
an three squadrons, and the kn<hsh, ou account of thert 
inferior nambers, 1 two, of which the froat rank waa 
the snongest, and each thud vessel was occupied by 
men at arm, to Work the mulitery engmes Naval 
aruntecture hed been mmproving with the progress of 
othe arts, so that, although fleets no longer swelkd 
to the pompous number of thousands, as in earhe 
periods, the vessels now in use we.e much larger and 
stronger, us well ax better fitted both for war and 
navigation As fir as we can Tearn from the figures on 
the coms which Kanaid IH! struck nm honou of thie 
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event, we find that the vessels of the penod were con 
siderably elevated at prow and stern, and depresed in 
‘the md ships, 0 that they curved into a half moon, 
the rants did not exceed two in nuraber, and a> smhng 
au the same direction with vanous winds, was a rebue 
ment of which the fourteenth century was ignorant, 
the suls and ngging were of the mmplest description 
‘When the use of gunpowder became general, the form 
of the vemel was necessarily altired, to be better Stred. 
(or artillery 

During the reign of Richard IL, the 

av usual effects of an imbecile adminis 
1877-1399 tration befel the navy, 0 that even the 
Pomp of bis coronation waa disturbed 

by the udings of a destructive invanon The Fiench 
and Spanish fleets, in 1377, made a descent on the coast 
of Sussex, and burned the town of Rye, after which 
they landed am the Isle of Wight, and laid it under 
coutrbution They then burned Dartmouth amd Ply 
mouth , and proceeding towards Dover, they burved the 
town of Hastings The cause of so successful an attack 
by the enemy, as explasned 1n a speech by the speaker 
‘of the Hoate of Commons, a few weeks afterwards 
One town in former days, he sand, ‘possessed more 
00d ships than the whole nation had now’ Such in 
decd wa» the supmeness of the nobles ander these 
Rational rsults, that onc Mercer, a Seatchman, having 
athiied tocether + small flect came to Scarborough, 
and made prize of every shrp he found, while there 
Was None to oppose bam At length help arnved but 
at was neither from belted Eatl,nor yet warlike Adumral 
Moster John Philpot, « worshipful Alderman and a rich, 
feehug wroth at the indigmity and loo, mustered a fleet 
at ine own proper charges, wath winch he defeated and 
captured the plunderers but for this doughty deed he 
had like to have been puuished, on account of its leral 
infomalty In 1380, 2 fleet of French and Spanish 
shiys having burned Poromouth, Hastings, Wanchelea, 
and Rye, boldly entered the Thames, and came up to 
Gravesend, the greater part of which town they burned, 
and then departed without molestation These attempts, 
however, wete like the light skirmuhes that precede « 
Reneral engagement The French having at these 
tates dimovered the feebleness ot Rngland, resolved 
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upon one grand effort of invamen deyond all they had 
hitherto projected and such were their preparations on 
thus occasion, that i the month of September (a D 1386) 
1287 ships were sanembled at Sluys, to carry 60,000 m-a 
to invade England, and only wasted the signal to we1,h 
anchor Sogreat wasthe utter helplessness of the Enghoh 
(0 oppose even a tithe of such an armament, such wae the 
spirit of division and srresoluton among ther leaders, 
‘that had the landmg been made, the future tnumph at 
Agincourt would in all probability have never happened 
‘But the evil consequences of the measure recoiled upon 
the French themselves After the whole substance of 
the land bad been exhausted xn such vast preparations, 
49 meny delaya ensued, that the season of action 
elapsed, and when the attempt was finally mado an 
‘very shame and desperation, the storms of winter scat 
tered the enemy's ships, m drove them back to the port 
Thos, ax mstiument chat might bave been wielded fi 
victory and co quest, was nothing but a burden in the 
feeble hands that calted 1¢ forth, nnd it fell idly to the 
ground without a blow 
Along penvd now occurs in the butory of England, 
tm which the existence of a fleet can scarcely, af at all 
be recopnised im cousequence of which, stapendouy 
Political changes take place with a rapidity that reminds 
‘ws rather of the shadows of a dream, than sohd na 
tonal realities In the end of the month of May, 1399, 
Richard sailed oa an expediton to Ireland, with a 
splendid rathes than a strong fleet, and which character 
tally now h was manned chiefly by gay courtiers 
and fintterers and on the twenbeth of the mcceeding 
month, hut deadly enemy Bolingbroke landed unopposed 
at Ravenspurg, with ouly fifteen kinghts and men at 
arms, and a few attendants, ond by thi bold deed 
established a new dynasty on the throne of England 
Dunng the re1,n of Hemy IV, able 
ap though he was, yet he could not regan 
1899-1418 such a command of the sea as to protect 
the cossts from moult Happily, how 
ever, for England, the French navy seems to have heen 
am an equally helpless condition, for mstead of eerzin, 
the favourable opportumties that frequently occurred of 
Woldly iaveding ther rivals with an effective fn e, 
they contented themselves with a few paltry expeditions, 
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that resembled the doings of pirates, and which wee 
retaliated mm « sunilar spunt After this, the frightful 
divinons of France left that country no lewure or power 
for distant enterprues , and Henry IV wes sufficiently 
ocoapred in England, in confirming bis usurped power 
Thus the channel, which so long had been the scene of 
conflict between the two bostle nations, remaiued for a 
Period undisturbed, except by ite own stotms, until 
Henry V embarked to the conquest of France mm 1414, 
and even when this momentous enterprise was executed, 
‘England could vot furouh ships for the transportation, 
of bis army About a thousand sal vessels, therefore, 
were lured from Ireland, Holland, end Friesland, m 
which hie soldiers embarked , end although the attempt 
might have eanly been met mud way, yet not a mogle 
vessel of the enemy interrupted bis course Alter 
Menry s return to England, they made indeed an effort, 
in the following year, to retrisve their naval honour, by 
hing a fleet from the Burgundians aud Genoese, with 
which they not only blockaded the English conquest of 
Harfleur, but made « dewent on Southampton and the 
Ile of Wight, after which they retarned to the blochade 
of Harfleur But here they were encountered by tho 
Engheh fiset under the duke of Bedford, and defeated, 
‘with the loss of five handred sar] In 1417, the English, 
under tha command ot the earl of Huntingdon, aun 
defeated the umted fleets of Franco and Gevoa, and 
‘exptured,not only theu admual, and four large Genoese 
ships, but also the welcome booty of a quarter« pay of 
the navy, that happened to be on board Thus the Chan 
nel was cleared for the transport of the army, by which 
the conquest of France was to be accomplished, and 
after this Henry dismused his ahips, as there was 20 
Jonger @ French naval force to interrupt his commit 
nreation w.th England 

‘Those divisions sm France, by which the land was all 
at undone, were now to be acted in Bngland, and the 
strange landing of Henry IV at Ravenspurg, and the 
results that followed, were now to be repeated alter 
nately by the heads of the houses of York and Lancaster 
‘To understand the strange events that took place at this 
fume, we must remember that the conquest of France, 
by making an Enghsh navy unnecessary, bad left the 
coasts defenceless, so that the country imght be sie 
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cessfully invaded by a single bark that carmed a popular 
parnaan In 1451, the Duke of Xork being displeased 
with the state of affara mm England, came over from 
Ireland in hosule fash:on to reenfy them, but although 
hs coming was dreaded by the court, they had no 
wieans to prevent st He landed unopposed, and the 
‘best blood of England flowed in consequence upon 
‘many a well fought ficld The great earl of Warwick, 
who was governor of Calas, during a bref renilence 
tm this place, when bis party was depressed, gathered 
ships, took possession of the English chaunel, and 
plundered every Lancestnan vessel that fell un bis 
way. Margaret, the hero queen of Henry ¥1, having 
recmved in France a small armament of two thousand 
men, was enabled to land in Northamberland, and 
renew the war The ecene abifted , and Warwack, who 
had changed mdes, and fled the Kingdom, retuned with 
& small force from France, and in an instant over 
turned the power of Edwad lV, and led Henry VI 
fiom bus pron to the throne Again the scene shafted 
—and Edward, who bed fled by sea im such an unpro 
vided state that be bad to part with bis gown in hen of 
Passage money, returned about five months after with 
some seventeen Easterhing vessels, and regamed Ine 
crown as rapidly as be bad lost it The very day on 
which the battle of Barnet wax fought, and Warwick 
killed, Margaret landed at Plymouth with a body of 
French auxilanes. Such was the defencelessness of 
the English coast during the wars of York snd Lan 
caster) The wmding-up of thu angular tragedy was 
am perfect character with the events we buve enume 
rated On the 7th August, 1485, the enil of Richmond 
landed unopposed at Milford Haven with a small force, 
defeated Richard III, and after being proclanmed king, 
ended the contentions of the rival houses by bw 
marniage with the princess Ehcsbeth Such for nearly 
a hundred years was the mglorious and degraded 
hutary of the English navy 

We already bad occason to connder the difficulty 
with which England was rused mto maniume power 
during the Saxon dynasty, and the case was not altered 
for the better by the Norman acceamon. That change 
introduced the reign of chivalry, which was decidedly 
unfavourable to naval enterprise Good fleets could 
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only be raused from a well supported oatioasl commerce, 
and so conscious were the wisest Saxon kings of this 
‘truth, that a merchant, who had made three voyages on 
hus own account, was mvested with the honours of 
‘Theneshrp But the proad Norman nobshty disdained the 
‘thought of such a brotherhood, and looked down upon 
traffic with magnificent contempt Bendes thu feeling, 
40 detrimental fo the caltwaton of nautical superiority, 
the chivalrous educanon of the mddle ages was wholly 
for the land aervice A knight who had been traned 
to deede of arms, by careening m yousts and touras- 
ments, could do hus deovwr most vahantly in a pitched 
field , but he loathed the thought of exchanging hs gay 
pavihon for a stups crib, and kus good war horse for an 
unstable plank At sea, also, he was humbled by a 
sense of hus own helplessness, when be found that bie 
efforts depended upon evolunons of which be was 
wholly ignorant He was ready to dare the uttermost 
an the shock of regular battle, and amidst the ebiverng 
of spears, but in the confusion of the tempest be found 
hus courage laughed to corn by the resustless elements, 
‘while to be drowned was connderod as the most »gn0l 
of all deaths The feudal tenures, also, into whsch th 
Jands of England were parcelted out, hud reference to 
‘anhtary service on shore, rather than at sea, and the 
holders of these, therefore, had as lutte toterest as 
mmehnation to study naval taches While thus the 
whole Jand was held in fee, an attempt was made, at a 
very early period, to create tenures for the muintepance 
of a naval establishment out of the mercantile resources 
of the country, and certaum coast towne, a well as 
inland corporations, were endowed with extraordinary 
privileges, on condition of furnushing a certain manber 
of ships and men at the royal summons Such eepe 
cunlly was the case of the Cinque Ports—Haennge, 
Romney, Hythe, Dover, and Sandwich 

Tt will thus be eanly perceived what © muscellancous 
amemblage on Enghsh fleet had been Intherto, even at 
the best Independently of the contingents furnmhed 
‘by the chartered ports and other towns, there were vet 
nels hured and furnished by wealthy nobles or merchants, 
supe rmpressed for the royal serrice upon the plea of 
neceanity, and others parvhased or hired from conn 
nentat powers Every vestel indeed was put an requin 
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ton, from @ tall ship to an undecked boat Btill, a fleet 
of uch incongruous matenls was sufficient for the ser 
vice in which it was engaged this was to transport an 
mveding urmy merely, and not for the purposes of a 
naval encounter A battle by sea, indeed, was an un 
denreble sdventure, and xt only happened when such 
‘an event wae unavodable, from the eccidentel meeting 
of hoatle navies In tus case, neither party thought of 
screntific evolutions they were eager to jom at once, 
and lock deck to deck, when the affair could be settled 
on the principles of a land encounter 
Danng the rei,» of Henry VII, the 
ap £nghsh navy was placed upon a mora 
1485—1509 regular and respectable footing The 
aagacious policy, aa well as the avarice 
‘of this sovereign, encouraged commerce as the source 
of natwnal power, and it was at this period that 
the principle of a royal navy may be suid to ha 
ongmated, m vessels being set apart exclunvely for 
the use of the sovereign, instead of the naval mir 
tua that hitherto had consututed an English fleet 
Henry also built ships upon a larger scale than those 
generally used, and as they were Iet out to hire to 
the wealthy merchauts, this practice increased the a 
tonal wealth, as well as the royal revenue The com 
menial spuit too which was now superscding the 
chivalrous, throughout Europe, mmproved the constrac 
tion and navigation of ships, but above all, the 
sudden hurst of new life that ammated the spint of 
mantme enterprise, by the dinovenes of Vasco de 
Gama and Columbus, roused the Roghsh to a mmilar 
apint of adventure, which was manifested im the sub 
sequent reyns The project of the discovery of Ame 
nica was at oue period fraught with aweful rmportance to 
England The illustrious Columbus, when be was ubliged 
to haw, bis magnificent scheme through the courts of 
Eurupe, and offer the bom of a new world for the loan 
of afew barks, took courage from the far famed sugauity 
of Henry to send his brothe: Bartholomew to the Eng 
Jush court, with the proposals which bed 90 often been 
rejected eleewhere But the journey of the messenger 
was so duastrous, that bis arrival mm Londen was 100 
lute Columbus, durmg the intersal, bad set sail from 
Spam, and discovered the reality of hus prophetic hopes, 
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Engiand was thus saved from thst natonal guilt of 
conquest by which Spain has suffered such fearful re 
tribution, and English imdustiy, and enterprise, and 
moral woith, which maght all have sickened and ex 
pued m the mmes of Peru and Mexico, were secured 
for a happier destiny, as well as a nobler and more 
Insting career 
‘When Henry VIII succeeded to the throne, 
AD the sea was considered as the untive element 
1509 of the Enghsh , and the French, whohad been 
previously employed im ancreanng ther navy, 
countered the flest of the former off Brest mA p 1512 
Abe fight wan long and desperate, the two admurals’ ships 
grappled, and caught fire, when both blew up, the 
French vessel with miue hundred, and the Englsh with 
seven hundred men, abd victory melined at Iast to the 
Frencb, bat with the lows of Priman.et, their brave 
commander This success, however, so exhausted the 
resources of the conquerors, thut they were obhged to 
jure asnstimce fiom Rhodes, Genoa, and other naval 
alee, before they could sustazn another effort, and 
evon then they were obliged to act on the defensive 
Io 15t3, Sir kKdward Howard, the lord admnal of Kog 
land, blockaded the:n effectually within the harbour of 
Brest, and then—bhe Joab—be wrote to his royal 
‘mater, inviting bum to come in person, that he mght 
reap the whole glory of their destruchon But instead. 
of Henry, there arrived a sharp letter from the counal, 
Blaming the admmral for hus presamphon, and command 
ag him to do his duty It was a maxun of Howard, 
that a naval commauder was good for nothing unless 
he waa brave to a degree of madness, and being stung, 
morgover, by this angry marssage, he made a dash ito 
the harbour, m the hopes of canyzug the enemy by 
poarding He Iashed bis stip to that of the French 
admural, and leaped upon the deck, sword 10 hand, 
followed only by seventeen men, upon seeing winch 
the enemy cast the grapplings loose, ind cut in pieces 
or threw overboard this bandfal of Enhshmen, before 
the flest could coms to their rescue The Inst act of 
the gallant Howard, before he fell, ws to take the gold 
chain and whistle of office from bis neck, and throw 
‘them into the sea, vowmg that such trophies should 
never belong to an enemy The English, disheartened 
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by the lose of their leader, rehired, and the French 
were emboldened to venture out, and make some de 
scenta on the const of Sussex, but they were soon put 
to thght on the eppearance of the English feet, which 
veaumed posseasion of the Channel 

‘The naval wars of Henry VIII were of so desultory 

a Character as to require no farther note they were 
earned on agamust the French and bcotch , and such 
was the supenor power of England by sea, that the 
enemy weie glad to avoid ao unequal a contest Among 
other ottbutes of this sovereign, he possessed the full 
ment or dement of having originated the modern pri 
‘vatoning aystem, by granting full Leense to bis sulyecte 
to fir out vewsels against the enemy, and make prises on 
their own behalf* This umportant proclamation, which 
‘was made m 1554, became an established law mn manta 
warfare, and itv tremendous effects were Iagely allus- 
tated in the deeds of those naval commanders who 
dutinguished the regn of Ehzabeth 

Henry VIII , in spite of bis manifold vices, was atill a 
king worthy of Logland, he was the great champion of 
18s sovereignty at sea, and to his improvements of tha 
‘ayy many be traced, and not very indirectly, the de 
struction of the Spanish Armada Hw father had formed 
\utde more thun the nncleus of o royal fleet, this the 
son expanded into a groat national defence worthy of 
the county it guarded, and to accomplish this grand 
result, he availed bamself of that maritime mmpalae which 
‘was enabling the commercial states to rise to wealth and 
power. He therefore invited skilfsl naval architects 
from foreign countries, and especially fiom Italy, and 
‘rewarded their labours with royal munificence, no that 
abrpe upon the best construction were launched m the 
English porta, he formed a navy office to supermtend 
the interesta of hus mariners, and he established arsenals 
at Portsmouth, Woolwich, and Deptford. 

In this busy age of etup buildmg, which was so pre 
ratory to the most important epoch of Englsh hustory 
an idea of = fret rete may be formed from the king's 
Jargest abrp, called the Henry Giace a Dieu It was of 
@ thousand tons burden, 1 complement of men was 
40 soldiers, 201 sailors, and 50 gunners, and it was 











4 Ye bine geen ths the same or 8 amas plan bad peu» vlad da 
whe tenet HF Weil am far mei sre! 


TO THE DEATH OF ELIZABETH a3 


armed with nineteen brass pieces of ordnance, and 103 
of aren This stup, as well as others of the penod, pre 
sents ua with a starthng amount of artillery, but the 
wonder ceases, when we remember the great diversity 
of calibre m the cannon then mm usc Thus we find a 
mngle vessel mounted with dem: cannon, or thirty two 
pounders, cannon petronela or twenty four pounders, 
aakers or five pounders, smions m1 four pounders, fal 
cons or two pounders, and lower still there were fal 
conets, serpentines, rabinets, and several other pieces of 
ordnance with equally singular names, the largest of 
which carned 9 ball of only a pound and a half weight 
The deck, from the use of cannon and the mventon of 
had become more Ievel im the midahipe, whale 
‘the on at the prow and stern was still continued, 
and therefore the war ships of the mxteenth century 
had considerable resemblance to the Chinese vemels of 
the present day The largest stupa had five masts, 
which were sill very xaphly and simply furnushed 
with sails, bot very plentifally accommodated with 
flags, stroamers, and other ornwments, and in paval as 
an lund warfare, the ancient and the ‘modern weapons 
were still so oddly mngled together, that the cannon, 
and the leaden weight suspended from the yard arm, 
were employed indifferently to mnk a ship, the mus 
Keteer and the archer fought mde by mde, and th 
voarders performed thear desperate duty armed in helmets, 
currassor, and other on peraphernala 
ous ages 


















As ths regan hed 
ap shes of testing the naval atrenzth 
1847—1603 of England, there were fewer sbll und: 
‘Edward VI end Mary The all absorb 
Ang subject of religious reformation predominated st thus 
Pernod, with an mntensity unfelt even 1 modern politics, 
and thus, combned with the absence af 2mmediate dan 
er, may have caused the state of the royal navy to be 
overlooked , at all events, we know that fromthe end of 
the ragn of Heary VIII tothe atocemon of Ehzabeth, st 
had greatly deviensed In consequence of this defect, 
‘the earliest enterprises of the energetic queen were ma 
tarially incommoded, so that she found great difficulty um 
sending a small figst to the asnstance of the Scotch re 
formers, in 1560, althou,b xt as a measme am which 
c2 








as NAVAL HISTORY. 


her foelings aud interest coincided. Even twenty years 
after her accession, the largeststup of her fleet was only 
1008 tons burden, while the smallest was scarcely sixty. 
But auch a sovereign, and the stirring mnfuence of such 
‘& pariod, would have sufficed for the creation of fleets, 
even though @ mngle bark had not existed in Englund. 
‘The immense increase of national resources, from the 
extension of commerce, and the improvement of art and 
scinnce, sufficed for the production of shipe; the spirit of 
the age supplied dauntlons hearts to man them; her 
sagacious eye dwcovered and selected ft commanders— 
and it is difficult to decide whether the greatest glory of 
her reign consusted in her choice of those able statenaen 
‘who promoted the prosperity of Englund, or those great 
maval heroes who protected it, The important mari- 
1e events of her reign are best seen in the history 
of her admirals; and first of these, in office if not in 
talent, mast de placed the bero who led the feet to the 
destraction of the Invincible Armada—the illustrious 
Howard of Effingham. 














CHARLES HOWARD, 


SECOND BARON HOWARD OF EFFINGHAM, FIRST ZARI 
OF NOTTINGHAM, AND LORD HIGH ADMIBAL 


1536—1624 


‘Int eminent naval commander was the eldest son of 
‘Wilhama lord Howard, of Effingham, and grandson of 
Thomas, second duke of Norfolk, by Margaret, the 
daughter of Sir Thomas Garoage, of Coity, 1n Glamor 
Ranehire, and born in 1536 fs father, on the accession 
of queen Mary, in 1583, was raued to the peerage, aud 
‘appomted high admmal of England In the following 
year he was constituted, by special commusion, heute 
nant general and commander in chief of the land forces, 
and commanded the squedron which was fitted out to 
escort Phihp of Span to England, when be came to be 
mariied to the queen It as related of um, that when 
the Spanuh flect of one hundred and aixty sail met bin 
an the Enghsh channel, and would have passed without 
paying the astomary honours, he fired at ther ships, 
and forced them to strike their colons, and lower ther 
top sails, ‘2m reverence to the English squadicn,’ Letore 
he woald permit hus ebips to salute the prince 

Under soch a father Charles Hownd was tram 
serviu, under him by land and sea He 
twenty two years of ane at the accession of Elizabeth, in 
1838, and in the following year he was sent by the 
qucen to Pars, on an embsmry of condolence and con 
sratulation, on the accesnon of the young king, Charles 
IX Tn 15624, he was elected to represent his native 
county of Suney m parhament, and 1m 1768, he wi 
appointed general of the borse, and distinguished bim 
self in quelling the rebelhon of the earls of Noith 
uniberland and Westmoreland In the ensuing year he 
commanded a powerful «quadion of clips which were 
sent ‘asa apecial testimony of the queen’s respect for 
the house of Austria, to escort the emperor Maximilian » 
daughter Anne from Zealand to Spam, on ber marnage 
with he: unck, Plibp I It is also related of bus, that 
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on this occasion he obliged the Spanish fleet of one han- 
red and thirty sail to stirke ther flags, an hia father 
had done when he accompanied Philip to England, as an 
scknowledgment that Ehsabeth posested the sorereygnty 
in 187 
he was aa returned to parhament for the county of 
Surrey, and on the death of hus father, m the (ollominy, 
year, he succeeded to the barony of Effingham, and was 
leo ‘epporated to the hi,h office of lord privy seal, which 
hhna been beld by bus father 
From this time be rore progressively to the highest 
employments in the kingdom He wa- made chamber 
Tain of the household, elected a Auight of the garter, 
ind on the death of the earl of Lincoln, m 1585, with 
the general approbation of the nation, and much to the 
satisfaction of the seamen, by whom Tord Howard was 
greatly beloved, he was appointed lord high admiral of 
Bugland 
In this high mtuation he was soon called upon to 
perform moportant services to bus country The execation 
of Mary, queen of Scots, by the orders of Sslabeth, bad 
created a strong feeling of hosuhty ag wost her among 
all the Roman Cathohe princes, and parbcularly i 
Philip, king of Spaia, who waa then the ablest and 
‘ravat powerful monarch of the age Ehzabeth had also 
earned on against kom a very harsamng privateering 
kind of warfare both by sen and land, which greatly 
annoyed the Spanards im their commerce with the new 
world Prow these circumstances, together with the 
denne to subvert the Protestant religion, he determined 
to attempt themnvasion of England Hus navy was more 
numerous than that possessed by any othe: European 
Power, he had harbours opposite to those of the country 
which he meant to attack, the gold of the new world 
supple hsm with money, and bus land forces scpassed 
all contemporaries im biave and experienced office 
‘These resources rendered him a very formidable enemy 
‘Tho naval preparations for this great expedition were 
earned on m the ports of Naples, Sicity, Spain, and 
Portugal, and at these places ships of wai were built of 
larger dsmennons than any winch had been constructed 
Yefore, and great quantities of naval stores and provumone 
ware collected at Cadiz and Lisbon, together with ma 
menoas transports The report of these git preparations 
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alarmed Eheabeth, and sbe wisely resolved to endeavour 
to pevent the danger rether than to wait for st, and 
accordingly, ta April, 1587, sbe sent a fleet of about 
‘thisty sail to Cadiz, under the command of tha danag 
Su Francs Drake, who entered the port and destroyed 
about thnty vessels, some of which were large galleys, 
laden with ammunition and provinons From thence he 
sailed to Cape St Vincent, where he surprised some 
forts, and destroyed about one hundred other vessela 
along the coast, and captured the San Philppe, a 
Portuguese carrick from India, a0 niehly laden as to 
enable hum to defray the expenses of the expedition, and 
Inberally to reward the bravery of bu compamions 

‘The destraction which was effected 1n thus spunted and 
successful expedition, redaced Phihp to the neceanty of 
deferring bis intended invasion untl the aext year, 
gave Klzabech ample time to prepare « sufficient 
menos of defence However, all the naval apd military 
strength which she could collect was far mferior to that 
of her poweiful opponent, but what was wanting 10 
pumbers was made up by patiohc zeal and personal 
courage At thin time the navy of England did not 
excosd twenty eight sail, many of which were mercly 
sloopa of war, and the largest was acarcely equal to one 
of our ordinary frigates In this emergency, the mer 
ebants residing in the prnupal commercial towns were 
required to furnish with the utmost expedition thet 
quotes of slups—a requaton winch was obeyed with 
the utmost promptitude 

‘The En,lsh feet collected on this occason amounted 
to shout one handred and ninety vessels, of 41,985 tous, 
and 17,AT2 seamen.* {t was commanded by lord How 
ard ax tigh admral, and he had under him Su Fraocie 
Drake as vice aduural, ir John Hawkins as rear 
adauisl, with Forbuher and many other officers of great 
experience and avery The fleet was divided into two 











‘= tn the feet there was one slup (the Trumph) of 1100 tons, ove 
‘of 1000, two oF 800, thize of Oto, AC of 600, five Of 400, aX Of 300, 
Seven of 250, twenty of 200, snd alt the cibere were smaller, Phere 
‘Wem only Ghrty four stupe of the roval cavy, toxethet ef 11,020 ons, 
ind 6,27 wen’ try Ave were fited out by ‘public bodies oF BY 
Jeluntoers, aud the otfers were hired Ascompared with the Ai maddy 
the Ficinh det oat nombored s¢ bs about aigty, Dat mn tonwruge 1 
Shiy aounte tone fall ane Armada tpere were oly thee ape 
Thi excee ledin tise the Triumphs hit tncte sere uo! wer thin forte 
Ave bet ‘cen 600 and 10o0 fone bx len 
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squadrons the principal sgeadrun, under Howard, Drake, 
snd Hawkins, was stationed at Plymouth, and the 
smualler squadron, of twenty three coasters, under the 
‘ommana of lord Henry Seymour, together with the 
Datch fleet of sbout thurty Sve sal, under count Justin, 
of Nassau, crumed on the coast of Flanders to prevent 
the prace of Parma from attempting to transport the 
army which wes kept in readmess to make a descent 
upos England 

‘Various statements have been given as to the amount 
Of the land defence which was collected by Bhzabeth, 
‘Dut every account 1s agreed thatsbe succeeded 1m rousing 
the national epint throughout the whale hingdom = The 
lords heatenants of countes were required to muster 
the militia im each county, end to furnish a retarm of 
the number of men whch they could raise From thene 
returns it appears there were about 130 00 men enrolled. 
for the defence of the kingdom, exctusive of the 10,000 
men which were mamtained by the city of London 

In addition to these one, the queen had three 
armies, the first of aboat 20,000 men, cantoned 
aloag the south cosat, another, of 22,000 foot and 3,000 
orve, which was encamped nt 1iTbury, under the com 
sand of the cart of Leicostes, and rtended for the 
defence of London, and the third, amounting to 30 
or 40,000 chosen men, especially mtended for the defence 
of the queen s parson, and to march wherever the enemy 
wight eppesr, was commanded by lord Hunsdon, a 
Tnave, active, and resolute nobleman, her own kinsman 

Whilst every human means was provided by the 
jen and her mimaters, she did not neglect to smplore 
that aid without whch ‘all human efforts would hare 
een unavathng A form of prayer, ‘necessary for the 
present tume and state,’ wae set forth aud enjoined ta be 
fused on Wednesdays and Fridays every weeh im all 
churches In this faxth, with these preparations, 
‘Dahonal spirit thus roused, the queen and 
‘the English people awasted the coming of the enemy 

‘When the preparations of Plulip were completed, he 
wan no confident of suocese, that instead of concealing 
the strength of the expedition, he caused a very accurate 
‘Account of 1t to be published in Lam, and various other 
languages, except English According to this account, 
‘the ‘ happy armada,’ as it was termed, conauted of one 
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luundsed and thirty vessels, of four kinds, frst, the ords 
nary ships of war, formed after the chsule or keel of the 
ancient northern nations, second, the galley, which 
employed oars, and carned cannon om the prow and 
the stern, third, the galeasse, one third larger and 
broader than the galley, fourth, the galleom, bemg the 
ordinary sips of war extended mm length, with cannon 
on each flank, and powerfal batteries on tha prow and 
aterm The tonnage amounted to 67,800, and there were 
2030 pieces of cannon, the umted crewa amounted to 
8700, and oo board were 21,855 soldiers, bemdes 2088 
galley slaves 

In addition to tae above, the prince of Parma had pre 
pared an the Netherlands a flotilla of flat bottomed boats, 
fitted to convey across the Channel an army of 30,000 
men, and at the same time the duke of Guise war ad 
vancing to the coast of Normandy at the head of 12,000 
Veterans whom be meant to land on the western coust 
of England Thus great force, destined for the conquest 
of England, and for the destruction of the Protestant 
rehgion, mgbt have shaken the courage of » sovereign 
Jess firm than that of Rheabeth, but her constancy and 
resolution were never seen to waver for a moment 

‘The pope of Rome sent to Philip a consecrated ban 
ner, together with lin special benedicton sm favour of 
the enterprise, and at the same time named st ‘The 
Invincible Armada’ It was intended to have left Las 
bon m the begmnmg of May, 1568, but the maiquem do 
dante Crus, who had been appoumted admnal, at th 
moment fixed for the departure waaserzed of a fever, of 
which he died in 1 few days, and by a singular fatahty, 
the duke de Pahano, the vice admiral, died likewise at 
the same time Santa Crax was reckoned the first naval 
officer im Spain, and Philp found st extremely difficult 
to supply bis place , he at last hlled xt with the duke de 
Mdina Sidema, a nobleman of high reputation, but 
hrely unacquainted with maritime affairs Martniez do 
Recaldo, however, a seaman of great experience, was 
made vice ndmsral 

In these arrangements so mach time was lost, that the 
ficet could not leave Lasbon till the 29th of May, when 
the cardinal Albett, of Austia,then viresoy of Postugal, 
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atrength, and an entire beltof that all the saints am the 
Roman hturgy would befriend it When the flest ap 
proached Capa Fimsterre, they were overtaken by av10 
Tent storm, which dumasted some of theirslups, dispersed 
others, ovcasioned the foss of four Portuguess galleys, 
and obliged them to put back to refit m the port of Co 
ranna. The Bughish feet, of about one hundred sail, under 
lord Howard and Sx Thomes Drake, had sailed from 
Plymooth, on the 80th May, tomect the Spanish fest, 
‘ondured a great storm for vaven days,’ nnd returned 
to Plymouth, June 6th The Spanuh fleet was refitted 
with the greatest expedition, the king sending mensen 
gers every das to hasten ther dopartare, yet 1t wat not 
Wunl the 12th of July that they were in & condition to 
resume the voyage 

In the mean time a report was broaght to Rngland that 
the Armada had suffered 90 much bythe storm ap to be 
‘unGt for proceeding m the intended enterprise, and so 
well attested did the intelligence appear, that, at the 

queen's desire, secretary Walsinghst wrote to the Eng 
Ite adiniral, roqarring bu to Joy up foo of bis large 
ships and to discharge the ecamen Lod Howard wi 
‘happily less credatous on this occasion than other Eliza 
beth or Walsingham, and desired that he might be 
allowed to retam these sinps in the service, even thongh 
at should be at his own expense, tll more certain infor 
mation was received In order to procure it, he set sail 
with a brisk north wind for Gorunaa, sntending, in ¢: 
he should find the Armada so much disabled as had bean 
reported, to complete rts destrunon On the coast of 
Spam he recetved correct antelagence at the same 
tums, the wind having changed from north to south, be 
ogun to dread that the Spamarda might have sailed for 
England, and therefore returned without delay to his 
former station at Plymouth 

Boon after hus arrival lord Howard was informed by 
ons captain Thomea Fleming, a pirate, who hastoned to 
Plymouth with the intell:gence, that the Armada was m 
ght He immediately weighed enchor, and suiled out 
of the harbour, with only ex sbips, some four and 
twenty came out on the morrow, and with these, though 
they were some of the smallest af the fleet, be stood out 
te meet the enemy, resolvmg to impede their progress xt 
all hazards On th. next day, July 20, he verceared 
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them stecring directly towards bum, drawa up im the 
form of @ crescent, which extended seven mules from 
one extremity to the otber Plymouth was at fret aup 
Posed to be the place of destmahan, bat xt was soon. 
apparent thit the duke de Medina adhered to the plan 
which had been laid down for him by the court of 
Madrid ‘hs was, to steer quite through the Channel 
tall be should reach the coast of Flanders, and, after 
obb,mg the English and Dutch ships to rause the block 
ade of the barbours of Nieuport and Dunlork,to escortthe 
punce of my to Ensland, as well as land the 
forces which were onboard his own feet Lord Howard, 
instead of commg to close und unequal fight, allowed 
them to pass him po as to guiu the advantage of the 
wind, and that he might engage them in the rear with 
greater prospect of success He commencod the attack 
on the morning of the lst, did conmderable damage 
to the enemy, and obliged them to concentrate thi 
fleet Lord Howard usued orders to avoid a close en 
agement only to aonoy them at a distance and to 
‘wart the opportunity which winds, tides,and accidents, 
would afford It was mot long hefore be observed 
favomable opportamty of attacking the vice admiral 
Recaldo Thu lord Howard did in person, and on that 
oLvanon displayed so much dextenty m working bis 
emp, and im loading snd firms bis guns, a8 greatly 
alarmed the Spantards for the fate of their vice admiral 
From that time they kept closer to each other , notwith 
standing which, the Enghsh on the same day attacked 
one of the largest galeasses Other Spanwh ships cama 
up im time to her relief, bat in their hurry one of the 
Principal galleons, which had a greet part of the trea 
sure on board, ran foul of another ship, and lost one of 
her masta In consequence of this rmsfortane sho fell 
behind, and was taken by Sir Francia Drake, as well as 
‘nother capital ship, winch had been accidentally set on 
fre The prite was sent to Plymouth, and the treasure, 
about 54 000 ducats in gold, was divided among the cap 
tors On the 2ath the Spaniards were off Portsmonth, 
‘when several otber rencontres happened, and in all at 
them the English proved victorious Their spa wert 
lughter, and therr sailors more dexterous, than those of 
the Spamards ‘The Spanuh guns were plauted too 
hugh, white asery shot from the Zaghsh proved offectua) 
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Ihe Spamards, however, «ull continued to advance till 
they came opposite to Calass, July 27, where the duke de 
Medina, having ordered them to cast anchoi, sevt snfor 
amaton to the prince of Parma of his arrival, ond en 
treated him to hasten the embarkation of his forces 
But the prince, though he embarked a few of his troapa, 
wformed Medina that the vessels which he bad pre 
pared were proper only for transporting the troops, bat 
were utterly unfit for fightmg, and for this reason, till 
the Arma d the coust cleared 
of the Datch shupe which had blocked up the harba 
of Nieuport and Dunlirk, be could not sur from hve 
then station (at Bruges) without exponng his army to 
certain rao Jn comphance with thus request, the Ar 
mada was ordered to advance, and it had arrived 
within night of Dunkurk, between the Enghsh fleet on 
one hand and the Datch on the other,* when a sudden 
‘calm pat a stop to rts motions 

‘By thie time lord Seymour «nd Sur William Winter 
had jomed the lord admiral with the second division of 
the fest winch liad been staboned off Dunkirk, and the 
united fleet now amounted to one hundied and forty 
‘ships of war On tho 28th, when the two flects were at 
anchor, lord Howard perceived that the duke of Medina 
had so stationed bus lager ships as to render at difficult 
to throw them into confunon, he therefore selected eight 
of his worst and smallest vessels, and filled them with 
Pitch, sulphur, and other combustible materials, and set 
fire to them, and sent them before the wind agawet the 
diferent divisions of the Spanish fleet The Spaniards 
Deheld these ships x9 flames approaching them, with 
reat dismay the darkness of she micht zncrensed their 
terror, and the panic flew entirely through the flvet 
Tho craws of the different vessels, anxious only for their 
own preservation, thought of nothing but how to ewapo 
from immediate danger Some weighed therr anchors, 
‘whilst others cut therr cables, and suffered their ships ta 
anive before the wind In this confunon many of the 
abips ran foul of one another, and several of them ro- 
cerred such dawage as to be rendered unfit for future 
aereice 


‘€ The Dutch had by thns ume amembled a Bret of about thirty ehipe. 
csder Hown lnel and about tlurty Sve ships of {rom about 0 ta 2'¢ 
Ions eager sdmiral count Justia of Nave, and vice admiral Doty 
‘with 1,200 packed sold ete ow board 
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‘When daylight returned, lord Howaid bod the satis 
faction to parcerve that hur stratagem bad produced the 
desired effect The enemy were still in extreme dis 
order, and their ships widely separated and diepersed 
Him fleet having received a great augmentation by the 
ships fitted out by the nobility and gentry, 06 well as by 
those of lord Seymour, who hed left Justin de Neasau as 
alone sufficisnt to guard the coast of Flanders, and beng 
deavely seconded by Sir Francia Drake and all the other 
offcery, he hastened to umprove the advantage which 
‘wan now presented to him, and attacked the enemy im 
different quarters at the same time with the utmost um 
Petuosity The engagement began at four m the morn 
ing of Joly 30, and lasted fill six at might The 
Spaniards 1m every rencontre duplayed the most mntrepid 
bravery, bat, from the causes already mentioned, did 
Little exeoution agaiost the Enghsh, while many of their 
hips were greatly damaged, and ten of the largest were 
ether run aground, sunk, or compelled to surrender 

The principal galeass, commanded by Moncada, having: 
on board Msonquez, the amepector general, with 300 
Gulley slaves, and 490 soldiers, was driven wshore near 
Calas Fifty thousand ducats were found on board of 
her One of the capital ships, having beon long battered. 
by an Luglsh captain of the name of Cross, was sunk 
during the engagement A few only of the crew were 
saved, who related that one of the officer» on board bay 
ang proposed to surrender, he was killed by another who 
‘was enraged at bis proposal that thu otber was Lilled by 
the brother of the first, and that it was in the mst of this 
Bloody acene that the ship went to the bottom The fato 
of two other of the galleons 1s partiularly mentioned hy 
contemporary instorians, the St Philip and St Matthew 
after an obstinate engagement with the Enghib adon 
ral’s ship, they were obliged to run ashore on the cout 
of Flanders, where they were taken by the Dutch 

‘The dake de Medina now not only despaired of suc 
cess, bat saw clearly that by a continuance of the com 
hat he should risk the entire destruction of bis fleet 
‘The balk of bus vessels rendered them unfit not only 
for fighting, bat for navigation im the narrow sens He 
therefore determined to abandon the farther prosecutwin 
of bis enterprise, yet even to get back to Spain was 
difficult he resolved, therefore, to sail northwards, and 
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return by making the circwt of the Britsh ules Lord 
Seymour was detached to follow m his rear, but from 
the want of ammunition was deterred from renewing 
an attack which, an all probalality, would have led to 
the duke de Medma’s surrender 

‘A dreadful storm arose, after tho Spamards bad 
rounded the Orkneys, and the whole fleet was dispersed 
Horves, mules, and baggage, were thrown overboard to 
tighten a few of the vessels. Some of the ships were 
dashed to pieces on the rocks of Norway, some sank m 
Ge middle of the North Sea, others were thrown upon 
he coasts of Scatland and the Western Isles—the wreck 
of one being still visible, xt 1 anid, at Tobermoray, mm the 
{alo of Mull and more than thirty were driven by 
another storm, which overtook them from the west, on 
different parts of the coast of Ireland Port na Spagus, 
on the coast of Antrim, near the Giants’ Canseway, 
obtaiued 1s mame from thia circumstance Of these, 
come afterwards reached bome im the most shattered 
condinon, under the vice admiral Recaldo, others were 
shipwrecked among the rocks and shallows, and many of 
the crews were berbarously murdered 

The duke de Medina having Kept outan the open sens, 
escaped shipwreck, and according to the offical ac 
counts, arrived at Santander im the Bay of Biscay about 
the end of September, ‘with noe more than sixty saylo 
cute of bis whole ficete,and those verye much shattered * 

Strype, wm hus‘ Annals, reckons the Spamsh loss upon. 
the coat of England to have amounted to fifteen shipe 
and above 10,000 meu, besides seventeen sbipa and 5,504 
wen sunk, drowned, and taken upon the coast of [reland 

Sach, 10 dhe space of a single month, eas the fate of 
the Invincible Armada, which the Spaniards bad fondly 
hoped the English fleets would never ventare to oppose 
It as recorded of the ting of Spavn, that, when ba heard 
of the extent of the calamity, ‘he received it as © 
dispensation of Providence, sod gave, and commanded 
to be mren throughout Span, thanks to God and the 
‘sammta that xt wea no greater” 

England having thas been delivered from the threat 
ened danger, Ehzsbeth ordered a solemn thanksgiving 
to be celebrated at St Pauls, where eleven of the 
Spanish enugns wore hunz upon the lower battlements 
—many of the trophies were also deponted 1 the Tower 
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where they are shill to be seen—and the wh 1c ccuntry 
resounded with rejcing 

Lord Howard was rewarded with @ penmon for lus dis 
tingmehed services, and the queen ou many ovcanons 
commended him and his captaims, as men born for the 
reservation of ther country The queen, also, at the 
‘request of the admiral, granted a pardon and a pension 
to Plemang, the pirate, for havmg brought the first mtel 
ligence of the approach of the Spanish fleet 

In 1506, a report was circulated, thet the kang of Span 
hd again entered into formdable preparations for the 
muvasion of England It was, therefore, dotermmacd 
to send out a fleet of one hundred and fifty aml, and 
an army, to destroy the Spanish fleet m the port of 
Cadis, as had been done before, and the command was 
Jomtly conferred upon lord Howaid and the earl of 
‘avex This fleet was also joined by a Dutch squadron 
of twenty four sail, under the command of admiral 
Van Duvenvoord On the first of June, 1506, the umsted 
fleet sailed from Plymouth, and on the 12th arnved 
at Cadiz, on the following ‘morning they entered the 
harbour, and commenced the attack upon tho Spanuwh 
ships, which was carned an with great fary on both 
mdea unt noon, when the enemy's ships were much 
shattered, and rather than sarrender to the Enghah, 
they came to the desperate resolution of setting fire to 
the greater pat of them, which was done with so 
mouch precipitation, that numbers of the men wero 
obhged t plunge rto the sea, and would have peris 
had not the Loglish listened to their cries for quarter, 
and rescued them from certayn destrachon in the time 
of thin general conflagration, the Spanish admirals abyp 
apd several others were blown up with ell their crews 
on board The few remmnmg vemels, which were not 
either «unk or burned, were run on shore 

Tina daring and successfal enterprise was followed up 
ly the ceptare of Cadiz by 800 men under the command 
of the earl of Easex, and 620,000 ducats were accepted 
as a ransom for the lives of the Spamarda, when a pro 
clamanon was sssued to restrom the perpetrauon of any 
violence against them Lord Howard then dispatched 
Sir Walter Raleigh with seveial of the hight frigates, to 
Puerto Reale,for the purpose of destroying the merchant 
men which had retreated thither To preserve these the 
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‘Spensards offered a compontion of 2,500 000 ducats , but 
Gis offer was refused by lord Howard, who answered 
that * he came to burn, aed not fo ransom’ Alarmed at 
the determination of the enemy, and pereesting that the 
fleet must ba teken, the dake de Medina Sidonia, gave 
‘orders for st to be burned, the remains of which together 
with 20,000,000 ducats were buried in the ocean On 
the return of the fleet from this most fortunate expe 
dition, the queen was overpowored with gratitude fo 
the signal success which bad attended her arms, and 
oon after advanced Jord Howard to the title of 
earl of Nottin yhsch bad formerly been enjoyed by 
the honse of Mowbray, fiom which he wan descended 

The next great service in which the earl was employ 
ed was im 1509, when the Eingdom was again menaced 
‘with mvasen from abroad, and by the rash and treason 
able dengns of Essex The queen, mm thus emergency, 
appointed hum to the sole and supreme command of all 
her forces by sex and land, with the bigh and very 
unusual ttle of lord heutenant general of all England, 
an office which be beld with almost regal authority for 
the apace of six weeks, being sometimes with the fleet, 
and sometimes on shore with the forces It was to lum 
that the earl of Essex, after bis meane msurrection, 
yielded bimeelf a prisoper and it was to bim that the 
queen upon her death made that wise and constitutional 
declaration concerning her successor,—' My throne bas 
been held by princes in the way of succession, and ought 
not to go to any but my next and smmediate heir 

On the accession of James I 1603, he was contoued 
am his post of lord high admiral, and ofhciated at the 
coronation of that monarch aa Jord hugh steward He 
‘was, mn 1004 apponted ambassador to Spain, whither he 
went with a splendsd repnue, wherem were x peere 
and fifty knights, and was treated wsth extraordinary 
respect by Phikp IJ , who at Ine departure loaded huta 
with presente to the value of £20,000 

Tn 1613, he had the honour to convey the elector Pa 
Jnune and bis bride the princess Elizabeth, with the royal 
navy, to Flushing, which was the last public service he 
performed for his country Having beoome old snd 
imfirm, he rengned the post of lord igh sdmural, m 
1618, which he had held with great honour for thirty two 
Years, and fiom that time he passed the remamag 
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Yeura of hiv Inte in honourable ease and retneimunt 
The death of tus great admiral happened on the t4th 
December 1024, he was sm the GAth ye: 

age He wes succeeded in bis high office by 
of Backinghama the favourite of James T, and ws aud 
to have heen incuced to resign in hus favour from a 
demre to make @ provision for brs youthful countess, the 
daughter of the earl of Murray, and her children This 
favourite obtamed for him the remumon of & debt of 
£1,800 which be owed to the crown, a pension of 
£1000 a year, and that as earl of Nothogham, he should 
tke precedence according to the descent of his ances 
tors, so created by Richard 11, and not as a new made 
peer He was alu gratified by having bu fnend 8x 
Robert Mansel confirmed m his ofice of vice aimiral for 
fe and afte: all the arrangements were completed, the 
duke of Buckingham made ins countess a present of 
£2000 and ever after syled bis venerable predevearor 
father, and bent his knes when he approached hrm * 
Historians represent him to have been graceful 1m has 
persoval appearance, yast and honourable im his dis 
panton, and capable of doing wrong himself, or of 




















were in the utmost danger Has qualities a» a com 
mander wore of the firat order he possessed a courage 
winch no dangers could daunt, perseverance to overcome 
diffi ulnes, and quickness of thought in schon to a 
errorsor improve advantages The defeat of the Spanish 
armada has stamped ummortality ou bis mame, end it 
will descend with honour to posterity while Ev; 
annals remain 
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SIR JOHN HAWKINS 
1590-1505 


Tris distmgunhed seaman wes bora at Plymouth, about 
the year 1520 Hos father, William Hawking, was alsa 
a great seuuman, and the fist Eoghichman who made a 
voyage to Braal He took his son with him to sea at an 
early period, and anetructed him i the practice of navi 
ration wn many yoysges to Spain, Fortugal, and the Con y 
islands, which at that time were considered extraordinary 
adventures Under such struction the son acquired an 
experrence beyond almost any of bis contemporaries, and 
acquired a great reputation wt am early period of hfe 

In the spring of 1562, be formed the deuga of be first 
famous voyage, which opened anew trade to the rapacity 
of bis countrymen In hin voyages to the Cananes be 
had acquired a knowledge of the Slave Trade, and of the 
great gains which were to be obtained by the porchising, 
or tha kidnapping of negroes mi their own country, and in 
the reselling of them tothe Spaniardsin the West Indies 
After revolving the scheme in his own mind, be mduecd 
some of his freads who were merchants m London to 
join with hua in the adventure, and three ships were 
auconkingly povided ane of 130 tons, one of 100, and 
the other of 40. Wath there vesvele he sarled mm October, 
1462, and proceeded to Sierra Leone, and there stayed 
some time, “and got into bis possession, partly by the 
sword, and patly by other means, to the number of 200 
negroes at the least, bendes other merchanduwe which 
that country yielded’ With this prey he smiled for Hus 
paniola, where he disposed of the negroes to great 
advantage, obtammg in exchange for them great quan 
tities of pearls hides, sugar, gmger, and other eammod: 
tres, enough to load his oun vessels, and to freight tao 
hulks beudes , and so, with prosperous success and much 
gain to himself and the aforesaid adventuers, he came 
home, and arrived in September, 1543 

Un 1504 he made another vorege to Guinea, with ships 
of greater burden, and sold hus slaves m the sland of 
Cuba to preat advantage, so that,on bis return home, hra 
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Skul and success bad acquired him so much reputation, 
that queen Elizabeth granted him by patent for hin crest 
\ deat maor, sm bis proper colour, bound with a cord * 
His next tovage, im £508, proved lees fortunate. 
Having colle ted a car,¢ of slaves on the coast of Guinea, 
he sailed for Spanish Amezica, but the governor of Ri 
de la Hacha refused to permit hum t> bade. He landed 
with hus seamen, took the toy and entering mto a ca 
pitulation witb the governor, they afterwaids waded ut 
a finrendly manner together, 
sold From thence he said to Carthagen: 
fused of the reouisiir, bot rslinomg mucins be wan 
osc rtaken by 4 violent storm on the coast of Florida, which 
obliged him to seck shciter m the harbom of St Juan de 
‘Mon, in the bottom of the Bay of Meano. He entered 
‘this port on the With of Scptomber, 1568, avd when the 
Spaniards cine on buaid, and sound that he was an Lag 
hehmam, they wore catremely alarmed at thesrmutake, 
conven, lie Lai belon.ed to theirown pation. Haw 
kins treated them with «i cat cavity, assuring them that he 
ame uito their harbous with no hostile intention, but 
only to shelter bis ships from the storm, and to procure 
rutreshment for his men Hi, however, wersed two per 
one of distinction ay hoses, while an express was 
sent to Mexico with an count of kis arrnval The next 
day the Spanish fleet appeaicd im sight, which gat 
Hawkin« great dixquetude , for, xf he refuad to admit 
them into the port, he was sensible they must be lont 
with ail they had on boarg, which amounted to nearly two 
© Ibn non lortunely no honour to hase bees. the fst Fgh 
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mulhons stbng, an act of omtrace which, reflecting that 
England bad not deviated war 1 unst Spam, be wad 
airmd the queen would not he prevailed onto paidon At 
length he determined to admnt the fleet, provided the 
viceroy of Mexico, who 8ason board, would apree that the 
Tnghsh should have provisions on payin, for them—that 
fan island with eleven pieccs of brass cannon on xt should 
De wurecndered ta his ciew wluk they stayed and finally, 
— that hostages shoald be g1ven on both sides for the due 
‘performance of these condinons The viceroy at first ap 
peared displeased at these demands, but he soon ver 
consented to them aud sn a Pursonal interview with 
Hawkins eolemaly promised to perform them 

AML dlangs bewug to appeurance peaceably arranged, 
the Spamsh fleet entercd the port at the end of tinee 
nya and were reverved by the Fgh h with the usual 
salutau ms that pass bermeen the ships of nations at 
amity with cach other Two days more were eruployed 
to moor the slups of each nation by themselves, the offi 
cot and «eamen on both sides professing the most 
friendly depositions But the Sprnvarde by this trae 
had mustered 4 tho sand men on land, and desyned on 
the 24tb at dinper time, tu attack the Knghsb on every 
side On the moin ng of the day appointed, the Lv 
Tish percuved the Spaniards shifts, thes axme trom 
slup to sip, and pouting their ordnance towaida them , 
they bkewne observed greater Dumbers of men paswing 
Uackwards and torwards than the busness on board 
their sheps required which, with other circumstance 
giving grounds of suspicion, captain Hawkins sent to 
the viceroy to know the meanmg of those movements , 
upon which the viceroy gave orders to hare every thing 
aemoved that muht give offence to the knglsh, and 
promred tn be then defence against any attempts which 
bm countrymen on shove might make agamust then 
The captain, however, not bemg satisied with this an 
Bwei, and suspecin, that 4 great number of men 
‘were conceuled in a stip of 900 tons, which was moored 
next the Minion, he sent the master of the Jeous, who 
understood the Spamsh language, to learn of the viceroy 
whether tbat was the case or not The ticeroy finding 
Re could no longer conceal his base and treacherous 
dengn, detaned the English messenger, and causing 
‘the trampet to be sounded, the Spanarda at that «nal 
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set upon the Eogheh on all sides Those who were 
upon the island, being such with fear at this sudden 
alarm, fied, thinkmg to iecover their slups, but the 
‘Spamards landmgem great numbers at several places at 
once, slew them all withoat mercy, except a fuw who 
escaped um board the Jesus 

‘Ihe great Spamsh ship m which three bundied men 
‘were concealed mamedietely fell om board the Minon, 
but she Waving put all her bands to work the moment 
‘then suspicions commenced, had in that short spac, 
which was but half an hour, weighed her anchors, and 
living thus extewated herself, and avorded the fot 
brunt of the Spamaad, the latter attempted to board the 
Jesus, which at the same time was attacked by two other 
nly» ‘These, however, with great exercous, and tue 
Too of mimy men, she beat off, nll she had cut hes 
cable, and got clar away abo Aq soon as the 
Jesus and the Minion had got two shipa’ Jen-the 
fom the bpapiah fluet, they began the fL.ht, winch 
was so funous, that im one hoar the Spansb ad 
wairal's stp and another were supposed to be mmih, 
apd thew vic adimral burned, so that they had 
ittle to fiar from the enemy s ships, but they sutiered 
extremely from the <annoa on the wlan, which suth 
their small ebrps, and mangled all the masts and raging 
of the Jemus m auch a manner, that there were no hopes 
of bringing her of his being the cave, they deter 
mined fo place ber for a shelter to the Mimion til might, 
and then, taking ont of her what victuals and never 
‘auiies they could, to leave her hebind But presently 
after perceiving two lange ships fired by the Spaniad 
Boa mg directly down upop them, the mea on buad the 
Minion, in great consternation, without asking the con 
sent exther of the captasn ur master, set sal, aud made 
off from the Jesus in sach haste, that captan Hawkins 
had scarce tume to get on board 

‘The Minion and the Judith, commanded by Diake, a 
name that soon became terivle to the Spaniards, were 
the only English ships that escaped,andcaptam Hawhias 
suffered s0 many miserus before he arrived m Englaud, 
that an bis own relation of hes unfortunate expedition 
he said, ¢ If all the meres and troublesome allan, of 
thisuorrowful vovane were to be perfectly and thoroa, bly 
wniten, there should need a painful man with bis p 2, 
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snd a great a time, as he that wrote the hves and 
deaths of the Martyrs To console him, however for 
bbis losses, or rather for his bebatiour at Ride la Hacha, 
‘the gueen ordered the heralds ta make an honourable 
augmentation to bis arms After ths unhappy sdven 
ture, he appears to have grven np the career of enterprise 
fr atime and m 1573, he was appointed treasurer or 
Comptaller of the navy, which office he discharged 
30 wly, that he 1 sad {0 bave introduced more use 
ful mventiona ito the navy, and better regulations, than 
1iy of his predecesems He alsa by bis representations 
miuced qaeen Ehzabeth to resolve to put the ‘ nary 
Tov al upon a better aud more re,ular footing 

In the cver memorable year 1588 ke acted as rear 
ndmmal on board ber majesty s ship the Victory, and 
Wid as great « share of the danger and honour of this 
distin ‘aished period a9 any officer in the fleet For ina 
services he recerved the honour af kmighthood and m 
1290 was sent, m conjunction wath dir Martin Forbisher, 
hiving each a ¢qaalron of five men of war, to crue of 
the coast of Spun sn order to intercept, if possible the 
Indian Syamsh plate fleet But the king obtamed in 
tuleuce of their design in time to send orders to bus 
commanders to winter m America instead of retarming 
to Europe, so that Si John and his colleague spent 
‘even months off this station without having the good. 
Or me to take a single ship 

In 1594, Sir Joha Hawhms and Sir Francis Diale, 
+ presuming rauch upon ther own experience and know 
ledge,’ proposed to the queen another expedition to the 
‘West Indies on purpose to harass the king of Sparn, 
40 ay to dvert bitn fiom a second attempt at invamon 
In thin project the queen concurred and contributed 
hiberally towards the expense af t Their force conmsted 
of twenty mz «ml and 2,500 men Six of tueso were 
qneens ship» Of all the enterprises throughout the 
‘war there was noae from which so much was expected, 
and mone which turned out more unsuccessful ‘This 
principally arose from the extenmve preparations which 
Philp bad made m all quarters of Ina empire, and mm 
the attention which he bad pmd to the building of 
new ships of war upon the most approved construction 
‘The Engish admirals sailed from Plymouth mm Auzust 
1895, and after they were at sea they differed as to 
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the plan of there operations—which 15 too often the 
case m yount eapeditions They at last proceeded 
to Porto Rico, but there the Spaniards were prepared 
wth a sufficient force, and captured one of the 
stragglers of Hivkine's fleet, which had much an 
effect upon him, that be sickened and died off Poito 
‘Rico on the 12th of November, 1805, 1m the seventy 
fifth year of bis age He served as an emment com 
mander at sen forty eight years, and was treasurer of 
the navy for twenty two yeas Among other useful 
improvements which be introdaced into the naval ser 
vice, there 18 one which deserves to be 
maentioned—the chest at Chatham, which wi 
and establehed by bun and Sir Pranus Drake, as a 
voluntary fund to be employed for the rehef of those 
who might be maumed in the seitice of their country 
He also liberally endowed an booptal at the same 
place 





SIR FRANCIS DRAKI 
13451006 


Twin celebrated naval commander is the first of a 
¢8 of lustrous men who have rendered then names 
terrible to the enesmes of then country He intuoduced. 
anta naval warfare a bravery aud daring wiueb bad 
nover deen equalled, and Ine success ubtained for him 
the ttle of the English hero, and ius fame was handed 
down fiom generation to generation with ali the fond 
‘ness of national pride He has also the ligh honour of 
Deing the first commander who cucomnavicated the 
gtobe No family of éisuncuion, or even of respects 
‘Talty, coutd Jay claim tobim He rose from obscurtty, 
and became one of the most émtinguished men an an ape 
which was partiularly abundant in great names—the 
ae of Ehzabeth 

‘Sir Trancis Diake was the son of Edmund Drake, a 
satlor, and bore in am humble cottage on the banks of che 
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‘avy near Tavistock, m Desonshue, in 1615 He was 
the cldeat of twelvo sons, went to sea at ancarly ace, 
‘and conducted kimself s0 much to the satistaction of his 
maxter, who was emptoved m the cosstin, tride that at 
Jus death he bequenthod to lim his vesse! Wath this 
he continued hia active and :ndustii0us way of hfe, and 
hud «ucceeded 1m saving a Jittle money, when he learned 
that ue relatre, captam Hawkins, was fitting out an 
expedition of four vewels for the New World He sold 
tis vessel, and reparrmg to Plymouth with some othi 
stont seamen, embarked brmeclf aud bis fortunes m the 
adventure (1507) On this occasou at the age of 22, he 
commanded the Judith a bark of fifty tons, and greatly 
A.stinemshed nmself im the attack on the Spanich shps 
in the harbour of St Juan de Ulloa, 10 the Gulf of 
Mexico He retmmned to England with a grent reputa 
thon, but rouch reduced m his circumstanvea and to 
repair Ina loeses bo projected an evterprise a 
Spamuards in the West Indies, which be no #0001 
nounced than x sufhciat dumber of volunteers offered ta 
accompiny bia 

In 1570 be sailed upon thus first expedition with two 
rbip and the yesr after, with one only In ther 
voyanty he wis nat 10 succewful as he expected bat 
he obtamed accurate information of the places to be 
armed at 

In 1572 he suited fiom Plymouth with two amall vem 
sels of 70 and 25 tons, three pinnacen taken aun 
der to be pot tonether when occasion 1equned, and with 
about seventy three men and boys With this tnfing 
force be nailed for Nombre de Dios, whicn ‘was the 
grauay of the New World wherem the golden burvest 
brou,bt fiom Panama was hoaded up van xt could be 
conveyid to Spam This town he attacked dunng the 
might ind obtamned posseanon of st but from the fewnent 
of his men he was unable to retain posvesmon 0 long at 
ta enable him to plunder it Thev only saw the beaps 
of bir of ailver, but were able to canny off very httle of 
1t_In thry affair Diale was wounded in the leg, one man 
Rilled and several wounded Having been duappomted 
here Diake made towards Cirthaena and took several 
venels on his way ladup wath provisions At this time 
he was much assted by a settlement of Meioons or 
Regrocs who hrd ese aped fom alesery, and established 























DRAKE 35 
the Isthmus of Dasen ‘Theve 
people gave him sach information as enabled hw to 
Interape two reewas on strine of mules laden with 
silver, on their journey to Nombre de Dios Fiom thie 
they took ab muh ticasure ao they could canny away, 
and buried the remainder, waich conmuted of several 
tona, pur one of his men fell ito the hauds of the 
Spamarda, and was compelled by tort we to discover the 
place, so that when Drake retmued for a second lading, 
at was almost all gone Nothing now retamoed but to 
dismiss their Maroon alhes, and to prepare to return 
home Drake ptesented bis sword to one of their chiefs, 
Pedro, who had taken a great faucy to it, and in grate 
fal return this chief gave him fou: wedges of auld, which 
he thew anto the commou stock, with this remarkable 
exmession, that ‘he thought it bet just, that web ey 
Bore the clurge of ao wuceitam # vovage on hw ctecit, 
should share the utmost advantages thet voya,e pro 
@uced ‘Then embarking hus wen with all tho wealth 
he had obtained, which was very couniderable, he bore 
away for kngland, wh vc be arsived an Ausuot, 1973 

Hay muccem in thts vova.e, jamed to bw honowrable 
behaviour towards those who had contributed townr 
the expense of the expedioon, gamed him a Ligh repue 
tation, which was farther increased by the noble we he 
‘made of his riches Por, fitting out thiee stout frigates 
at his own expense, he satled to Leland, where, under 
‘Walter err] ot Eosex, father of the unfortanate noble 
man who wae beheaded, ho vexved as a volunteer, and 
Performed wany gallant exploits After the death of brs 
noble pation, he retuned to En land, and was intro 
duced to queen Elwabeth by Su Chrotopber Hatton 
Yet sad that the queen encouraged him to undertake 
‘the great expedition which he had long been meditatioy, 
and winch renders lus mame so tamous in bustory—the 
first English voyage round the world 

Ihe expedition was fitted ont at bis own exponse, 
‘With the averstance of some friends and adventuiers, 
At consinted of five snuall vessels ot 100, 80, 50, 30, and 
15 tons, manned with an ebte and efficient crew of 164 
mit, gentlunea, and sailors, and plenafally sapphed 
‘wath provisi nim ‘for a long Soyage He sailed from 
Pivmoarh in November 1577, and after encoustenng a 
voleut stom thes were obliged to seturn tozeft and 
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st forth a mcond time with better fortune, on the 13th 
or December 

‘On the 13th of March he passed the equinoctal hne, 
and on the 15th of April made the coast of Brasil, in 
lat 30, andl entered the xver de Ja Plata, where be 
‘was xeparated from two of hus ships, but rejoining them 
afterwards, he took the crew» and ‘stores out of them, 
‘and caused them to he destoyed On the 20th of May 
he entered the port of St Juhan, where, on some 
thaiges of mutiny, the patiulams of which come very 
abscarely to our knowledge, he pat Doughty, the officer 
mext to bim im coumand, to death ‘Thus action haw 
Leen rantously represented by historians, tome ba 
blawed Drake with great scyerty, others excuse him 
on the plea of necessity. to prevent the failure of the 
while expediuon All that can mow be ead v, that 
Douchty was adyudyed to auffer death nccoidin, to 
the forms of 4 1epular court maraal, and that he 1 
diported to Lave died im forgiveness with Diake, and 
acknowledgin, the jusmess of his sentence 

Ou tho 20th of August, Diake entered the strats of 
Magullan, and on the 2th of September be entered the 
South Sea, haviug eeparated from the rest of his 
squadion, which he never afterwards reyomed But 
notwithstanding this dimmution of ine strength, he 
pursued lus voyage with undsanted resolution, compng 
along the rich shores of Cink and Pert, aud takin, 
‘opportunites of capturing Spamxb slups, 01 of attachin, 
their settlemcnty on shore, til his crew were satiated 
with the plunder they had collected 

Tr would occupy too touch space to even enumerate 
the mumber ot prizes which they captured at various 
Places, and the quantities of uber and gold and other 
valuable commoditi s of which they plandered the Spa 
auaids. ‘The following may serve as a sample ot the 
whole Drake entered the port of Callao, aud after 
auhng a number of vessels of ther most valnable 
Ynoperty, he Tearned that a nachly Iden treasure slap, 
called the Cacafueyo, had Intely sailed for Payta Ho 
amade all speed to the north to overtake this vest] His 
own ship, the Hind, coasted along at about a league and 
4 halt fiom the land, and the punnace hept close 1 share. 
Altes some dayo thes stopped @ vemr] bound tor Callao, 
from which thes ‘touk 2 lamp and a fountain of silver, 
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and learned that she haa the treasure shup thice 
days beiore. At Payta they boarded another, and weie told 
that the Cacafuego had left that pot two days before 
On the mouow they captured a shup bound for Panama, 
and sent the crew and passengers ashore. In this prive 
they found forty bars of silver, eighty pounds weight of 
gold, and a golden crucifix ‘set with goodly great 
emeralds’ They crossed the line on February 24th, 
and Drake promsed to give bis chan of gold to the 
mun who should have the good fortune to descry ‘the 
golden prize.’ On March Ist, bis brother, John Drake, 
espied the obyect of their long chase, about four leagues 
to weaward. They made all sail, but thus was not wanted, 
for the Spanish captamn, Juan de Anton, made towards 
them, to know what they were and what they wanted. 
When they were near enough, Drake baited them to 
stuke, and on ther refusing, ‘ with a great prece he sbot 
her niast overboard,’ and baying wounded the master 
with au ariow, the stip yielded. They took posscsmon, 
and carried ber out to sea all that mght and the next 
day and night, making all the way they could Bein, 
then at tafe distance fiom the coast they stopped, and 
lay by their prize four days, taking out her cargo and 
‘Tiansterning it to the own ship They found im her 
cleat riches, as Jewels and precions stones, thirteen 
Chests full of reales of plate, eighty pounds weight of 
geld, and twenty mx tons of silver ‘The value of the 
‘hole may be estimated at about £250,000, and tne 
captors congratulated themssives that their alup might 
now be called the Golden Hand * 

Drake now considered that he bad sufficiently 2¢ 
venged timrelf upon the Spamards for the anaes 
which he had personally received fiom them, and 
supposing that her majesty at hut returm would rest 
‘atisfied with this vervie, he determine | to return bt 
with the great booty which he hed collected But thie 
vequied conmderation, an the whole coast of Chili aud 
Vera wasim such alara, that @ stop was put to all 
mantime Gade, and xt was probable that skips would 
be fitted out to intercept bis return. [t was not now 
Shen Drake dieu « 1 recespt upon 

tts for he lel tc Guartey au Se cove ee 


Fee the cepcaim might meet with the otber am 
tirw af they wanted any Ging om 
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Taw busini-s to encouutor any dan,er that could be 
avoided, and this led lam to endeavour to ducover a 
Pavoage between the great aus at the opponte extemty 
of America, mato the Atlantic occam, but after coastin, 
along the shore of North Amenica to the Lantnde of 48°, 
the cold became 1a mtense as to discomtage his men, and 
auduce bum to put bak ten degrees, and then to steer 
across the Pacific tor the Voluwcas, and thence to Java 
From Java he saued night actoss the Indian ocean to the 
Lape of Good Hope, which he doubled without accident 
on the A3thof June At thie fme he had fifty seven men 
on bomd hus abip, and but three casks of water After 
hnasing crossed the le he steeied for the coast of 
Gumea, which be seacbed on the 10th of July, and 
there watered He finally entired the harbour of Pots 
mouth on Sunday, the 26th of September, 1580, after att 
absence of two yoars wd newly ten monthy In this 
voyage he completely cucummavigared the globe, bein, 
the fst Eughshman ind the first commander in chet 
who had done it and the wealth which he biou,ht home 
Was immense * In the following April, the queen visited 
lus ship at Deptford, and hovowed it and him by ,oins 
‘ou board to partake of a banquet, and on that occsmon she 
conferred on him the honow of kmbthood,m testimony 
of her Lane approbaniou of lus conduct Ste Inkewme 
fave dirccbons for the picservaton of bis ship, that at 
duipit remain a inenuwent of bis own and his country « 
glory Many ycare after, when it began to decay, it was 
broken up and achair,made of the planks, was picsented 
to the umversity of Oxtord, where it 1s «tll preserved 
‘The next great enterprise in which he was engaged 
wan planned after Blzabeth had evtered into an alhance 
with the Umtcd States Phikp had then lad an em 
bargo upon alt Rgheb wipe, goods, and subyects,in hus 
domimons, and the queen authorised surb om sustained 
Jou by tins mensure to indemnify themselves by taking, 
and arrestin, all meschandise and ships belonging to 
‘the sulyects of Spain, wherever they conld find them 
‘Not waiung for the war at ber own doois, she fitted out 
an aimament, consntins of twenty fire sal of -inp» and 
pinurces Drake was appointed admnal, Martin Fur 
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fisher vice adunial, and captain Carlole commanded the 
Jand forces The woldic1 aud seamen amounted to 2.400 
‘Thos expedstion sailed from Plymouth fo the coast of 
Spon om the 4th of September, 1585, and afterwards 
Ploceeded to the West Indius 

On the passage they took St Sago, near Cape Verde, 
by suprise aud found in ot pleuty of provasions, bat 
na rches hey them sailed to Hispamola, and took St 
Domingo dy assault, obliging the inhabatants to ransom 
their houses by a sum of money Carthagena fell neat 
anto their hands, which was tieated in the 
‘Tncy burncd St Anthony and St Helen 
‘on the const of Bloda, aud sailiog atong the Amenein 
coast they visited the colony that had recently been 
planted 12 Vagina, at the expense of Sm Walter Ra 
Teich aud found the colonists mn the greatest distr a 
Su francis Was induced to take them ell on box 1 hia 
shop» to the nutabei of 104, and after a pavsage of thuty 
days the fluet arrived in safety at Portemouth It 1s sard 
thit it was these colonists who brombt with them 4 
quantity of tubscw, and mtroduced the ase of it mito 
Frghind The booty obtamed im thi» expedition wis 
estimated at £60000, which was coumdeled moderate , 
Die on thas occanon xt was rather the object or Sir 
Trina to diotres the enemy than to enrich himself 

Un 1587 he sailed to Lisbon, with a fleet of thnty sail, 
and haying mtu yence that many ships were collect d 
tm the bay ot Cudus which were to have made part of the 
armada, be entered that poit and burnt upwards of 10 000 
tone of shipping, which he meriily called ‘ mingeing the 
king of Spams beard From thence he sailed to the 

land af Tercera, where he captured a Imge and valn 
able carrick fiom the Bast Indies, and returned in 
tmumph to Daplaud On bie reteen from this expediton, 
he expended a conssderable sum of money 1n supplying, 
Plymouth with spring water, which the smhabstants 10 
til then had becm obitged to fetch fram a considerable 
dutarce Ths head of the spung fiom which it was 
‘Yio 1,bty mm between seria and eibt miles dmtant ina 
straibt line but by uidentings and errelings st 18 con 
‘veyed about twenty four miles 

tn 1586, fre Francis Drate was appounted vice admiral, 
valet tod Hos ard of Léingham, and here bw usuul 
bond fortune sttenied bum tor be captnied «luge il 
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kom commanded by Don Pedro de Valdes, wha suneo 
dered at the first mention of iu» uame On board this 
‘Yesuel was found o great treasure, of which be distzabuted 
50,000 ducats among bis seamen and soklurs, which act 
of geneiomty gieitly incieased the affection they had 
always Lorne to ther vabant commander It must not, 
however, be couce Utd, that through an oversight of bis 
the admutal ran the utmost hazard of being taken by 
the enemy , for Drake being appointed on the first mght 
ot the contest to carry hguts for the direction of the 
ficet, he went mm pursuit of eome vessels belonging to 
the Hamse towns and neglected that duty, which mu 
Jed the admiral to follow the Spamsh hybts, and remain 
Almost in the centre of the fleet until day break Fas suc 
Leeding services, however ,suthciently eflaced the memol y 
of this mistake, the greatest execution done on the Spa 
miards being perfamd by the squadron under hi 
command * 

In the following year he commanded as admiral the 
fleet sent to establieh Don Antonio a» king of Portu 
eal, the command of the land forces beng given to 
Sir John Notit bat a difference of oprmon aruing be- 
tween the commanders, soon after the expedition sailed, 
st proved unsuca~eful the -tound of their differen 
was th —tbe general war ditermined to Jand at the 
Gioyne, whereds the admiral and the naval officers were 
for aking to Lasbon dncetly, avd st 15 caemely prow 
Dable that sf their advice bad Dun takun the enterprise 
would have succeded, for the me thus wasted by the 
Eoglsh ¥ ws employed by the Spamards an smproving 
‘theit means of detcuce, so that it was impossible to make 
any effictual immersion on them $1 John Norms, 
indeed, tiarched by lund to Lisbon, and Sir Franew Drake 
‘ery imprudently romyed to sail up the 111e1 with hi 
whole fleet, but when he saw the consequences that 
would have attended the performance, he chose ruthe1 to 
freak lus promis than to harard the queen’s navy For 
this he was severly 1epioached by Norris, and the mix 
carnage of the whole desi_n was imputed to bis fulme 
am performng whothe bid undertaken But Su Francis, 
on his return, fully jusotied Inmavelf to the queen and 
sonnei, and shewcd that tt w 5 imposuble for the fleet to 
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have sisted up the r-vm to Laston, wlule the cutie of 
Bulam remained in the hands of the enemy 

His next sere was the unfortanate expedition 1a 
the West Indies, 10 1595, wht ht bas been referred tom the 
Lte of tur John Hawkans A musunderstanding between 
the two commanders appears again to bave difeated 
thin enterprise On the day that Sir John ched the 
fleet anchored within range of the forts of Pure» Ruy, 
and suffered severely for this ampudence One shot 
‘wounded the muszen of Drake's ship, suother entered the 
steerage, where he was at supper, stiuch the stoot 
from under him, killed Sir Nwholes Chford and was 
te: Brown, and wounded several otheis ‘The death 
of the latter led Sir Francis to exclaim, ‘1 could gneve 
tn thee? but now 1 no time for me to tet down my 
spirits No time was lost up removing to asater distance, 
and on the followm, mht they made a desperate 
Attempt with twenty five pinnaces, boats, and sballops, 
to enter the road, but the Spamtatds had prepared them 
selves for a vigorous defence, by sinking one lare 
ratleon which was the principal object of the attack, 
fattat the treasure had been removed, in the month of 
tue channel, and drawing up a great many ships s0 a to 
aendee the passase impracticable They opened a heavy 
fire, both from the sbyps and foite, upon the Fuzhsb, 
and this became wore destiuchye when they hid 
succeeded with then fite works m hindling vowe ot 
the ships, for by that Tight the forte were enabled to 
Girect then shot Sir Fiancis persstid im bis attempt 
unt forty or fifty men were killed, and as many 
more wounded Defeated, but not disueaitined, they 
returned to the fect, acd remuned at anchor the next 
day, and, a if aowillmg to abandon the enterpuse, 
they hngered for another day, and then abandoned the 
attempt au hopeless 2ehing a final departme from Puer 
to Rico, he steered for the mun land, where he destioved 
the town of Rio de 14 Hacha, except the churches, and 
the howe of a lady, who had written to request im 
ta spate st He likewse burnt other villages, aud the 
towns of Santa Martha and Nombie de Dios The 
reason of this severity was, that the Spamards refused 
to ransom any of these places, and consequently the 
booty tiken proved very mconsiderable On the 20th 
ot December be dispatched Sx Thoms Baskerville with 
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700 men towards Panama but that officur retuned on 
the 2nd of Janaary, fmding the deszo of talirg the 
Nace ampracucable’ Thr disappointment made such 
an impression on the admtals mind that xt threw him 
rato a fever, attended sith a flax of which he died om 
the 26th January, 1506 an the fifty fifth yew of Ina age 

"Some have asserted that he was posoned, but of 
tlus there i neither proof nor probabihty the climate 
‘was poison enovab, and a woanded spuit may perbaps 
leave predisposed the hody to imbibe st 

“The fleet anchored the same day at Puerto Bello 
and st was m mght of that place « from whence be had 
Worowed eo large a reputation by bis fortunate succes» 
that Drake received a sailors fanetal, bus body mv 
Jealen cofhn berg commrtted to the deep under tur 
volleys of mtaketry and firing of guns in all the «hi 5 of 
the fleet Ihe vemaming lus ory of the exy edition may 
be briefly told the fleet directed its coune to dante 
Martha, snd fell n with twenty sail of the enemy, hein, 
Part of a fleet winch had been sent out to attack them, 
an action commenced, which continued until supset, but 
at termmated 1m both fleets taking opposite courses 
Ihe Bngtsh fleet then returned to Plymouth im a weak 
ened state * 

Su Fisncu Drake is deserrbed to have been low of 
stitme, but well proporhoned with a very round bead, 
ie han of « fine brown, his beard full and comely, Ins 
eyes Iare and clear, of a fair complexion, with a fresh, 
Spen, and very engaging countenance As pavigation 
had been his whole study, so he understood at thorou.bly, 
and was perfect master of every branch of his profession, 
Taiteeulaily of astronomy, and the appheation thereof to 
the art of nisi,aton It was the felicity of this com 
n ander to live under the 1ugn of a princess who never 
fuled to distmzmsh ment, or to bestow her favours 
where she saw desert Sir Francis Diake was always 
her favourite, and she gave an instance of 110 a quarrel 
which he had with his countryman, Sur Bernard Drake, 
whose arms Sir Frauciy had assumed, which ao provoked 
the other that he gave bim a blow ‘The qucen espoused 
the part of Su Francs, amd gave him a new cont 
whitl ¥ i» thus blwoned—Sable @ Fest catev between 
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two vote stars argeut, api for his taust, 1 snp on a globe 
under Rug, beld by'a cable with « hand out of the 
Clouds, over xt this motto, Awaztio dviaxo— undancath, 
Sie pervs magna, m the ngping wherol was hon, 

‘Wooern gull, which was the aims of 1 


loft a widow, who afterwards marred 
Waliato Courtenay, Enq , ot Powderham Castle, but bad 
no children The propeity which he left is said to havc 
een mach reduced by a provecubon of the crown fot a 
pretendad debt, which, 1t such were the case, a hetle ox 
ditable to the queen who permitted st He left ucaily 
the whole of bin pioperty to a nephew, who wis cre 
sted a batonet by James I aud represented the county 
of Devon in parliament Sir Francis bimec'f was twice 
setuined to parbament—onve for Tregouy, 1 Cornwall 
and stterwards tor Plymouth, 
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CHAP I 


From the accesnon of James I to the death of 
‘Queen Anne 


A.weer cra i the mantime butory of England acceded 
the dewne of Lhzabeth James I, a contrast to Ins 
Ueroic producesvor, was #0 dessrou~ of peace, that he 
vackoned uo srcrifice too reat to obtain at, except that of 
winning xt by the sword and as his sde1s of brs own 
diplomatic sksll were boundless, he temporised and ne 
gonated, when others would have fought It must be 
acknowledged, however, that his rem commenced with 
pecohar difficulties two besnle nations were to be fused 
mito one people and xt requned lous period of prace 
to accomplish thin event which was of much greater 
ampotance than any vertes of eplendhd vitto On 
hus accession he coucinded a treaty of peace with Spun 
and Austna, which enabled the country to withihaw 
ts attention fiom the unprofitable pursuits of war, and 
to cultivate the aite of peace 

In putoumg his peaceful polcy, James did not neglect 
to mamton the honowt of the British flag and on the 
encroachments of the Dutch and French being repre 
sented to him, he dispatched a fleet, 1n 1604 under the 
command of bir Wilham Monon, to maintain the Tiobts 
which had been transmitted to him from his predeceasory 
‘This Urave admin il obbiged the Dutch and French to pay 
the accustamed hosour to Ins flag dung the whole 
time that he held the command of the neirow sens, 
whith was for a period of twelve years He oblined 
the Duteh and French fishin vessely to take out alt 
tense, before they were allowed to fich on the British 
coasts He also made a voyage round Great Britain and 
Iretiud to scour the seas of pirates, which service was 
yextirmed im three months 

The encouragement of trade was mors agicenble to the 
pacafe. mind of James, and xt bad the addstional advan 
tase of promatin, the development of attional weilth, 
aud creatin, the # (tte sources of naval power—a mer 
cwtile matine The incorporation of the Last India 
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Company s one of the most memrrable events in hi 
24s, Unbl then, the trade to that country had only been 
carued op by udividuals But on ther establiebment 
as a body, they fitted ont a feet in aD 1612, the vessels 
ot which comstcted of the New Year+ Gift of 650 
the Hector of 500, the Merctants’ Hope of 300, and the 
Solomon of 200 and, as they were dengned to establish 
au Enghsh trade in the Eastern world im the foce of 
Jowerful rivals, they were fitted for war as well as mer 
thandue The enterprise of the owners was rewarded 
by the result When this small fleet arnved im Sndi 
aud obtarped from the court of Delhr permission to esta, 
bhish @ factory at durat, the Spamurds end Portuguese 
assailed st with an overwhelming force, consisting of mx 
Balleons (that xs, war ships of the largest size then used), 
three ships of mferior rate, two galleys, and sixty smaller 
vemels Phe English abups boldly encountered this fear 
ful dimpanity, aui odtamed a complete victory In con 
nequence of this and subsequent successes, the company 
unlarged their sphere of enterpnse and a ship of 1270 
tons, tht lar-est merchant vessel that had ever been 
suen in England, was built expressly for the Jodvan 
tiade, and winch James, after having dined on board, 
uumed the Trades Increase 

‘While an Enhish company was thus securing th 
rich ttaffic of the East, the merchant marine 10 general 
had unfortunately been ou the decrense After the 
peace with Spain, tle English merchants bad become 
Jemins 1 Lulldiue abips preferring to bire those belong 
3Dy to strangeis sothat in 165, there were not above 
ten ships Lelonging to the port of London, exceedns 
21) tops burden Upon this the Trinty House petitioned 
Uw hing to prohibit the export of any goods in foreign 
bottoms, so that the merchants should be obliged to butld 
Vessel» tor carrying on their trade, bat so far bad the 
ilatuauion gone, that the merchante rensted thie pro 
poral, and petitioned the king to permit the conveyance 
of Butch merchandise 1m foreign vessels Accident at 
length axoke them to ther own mterest, and that of 
the nation Two Dutch sbups, each of 300 tons burden, 
Welonzing te Dutch remdentsm London, entered the 
Port, laden with cotton and coffee, and certam English 
merchants, who were looking on, we1e stinck with the 
ronviction of the enterprinng spmit ef the toeigncrs, 
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contrasted with thet own rumous neglnence Ta a 
happy hour they proc'armied their sentiments, and the 
impulse became gen ra. A tontrary pention to that ef 
the preceding ycar was now addiensed to dames, ujcn 
which «proclamation was sssued, forbidding any Fu-l-b 
subject t export at ioport goods in any but Pnglish 
bottoms. Ihis had the womedsate effect of inducing 
the meichauts to fun therr attention to sbzp balding, 
large and well armed toerchant slypa were built with 

yyidity, and the counby resumed its nautecal habits 
uch sndeed was the ancaesse 1 shrppinc, flat m 1622 
(only seven years after the penod when the port ot Lon 
don was eo poor m naval resources’, Newcastle alone pos 
sessed one hundred vesscle of more than 200 tous burden 

Although James was so devoted a Tover of quit, he 
Justly appreciated the source of mationsl xatety, and 
therefora the royal fleet was one of the first objects of 
be attenuon Duraw, the fire sears prevedin, 1623, he 
had built ten new stops, by which the wavy We an, 
meted nearly a foarth, and to this important purpose 
iy devoted £50 000 per annum besides tober from the 
roval forests to the value nt £30000 Among the new 
ship thas added was the Royal Prince, at that time 
dec Koned the master piece of aval architecture It ws 
114 feet an leneth, of 1400 tous burden, and pierced for 
siaty four pieces of ordnance, and it was richly adorned, 
‘Sathm aud without, with curing, pamtmg, and giding 
Tu the sinp budding of the period, we find that he 
maderu principles were now adopted, as nearly the sume 
Ploportion wa> observed between the tonnase of a ship 
and the number of ite suns, a8 at present prevailt. In 
ced, ship bade and cannon founding were the arts 
for which England was partcululy famed duuing this 
period, and im the latter they had acquued such pro6 
cacney, that every parl ament of James I made beavy 
Complaints against the exportation of ordnance 

Tu consequence of the pecuhar temper of James, thin 
mai, hty instrument of defence and a_grenion was bo dor 
mut dumg his reign, that the naval history of Englind 
was almost a blank the anly expedition of a whke 
natue bemg that prepared agunst the Algerwes, in 
102), m coastquenut of the depredatious committed upon 
ty Enis merchant Sax royal and fourteen merch int 
s! psv ere sent on tht occasion, under the command nf 
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the vive admual of England, Sir Robert Mansel Ou 
the atival of tins fleet before Algiers, the admiral was 
mitormed by the ,osernor that he bad received orders to 
treat the Kughsh with the greatest respect, whith led to 
& negotiation that terminated without any beneht to 
the English. 

The Knglsh fect continued sn the Mediterranean. 
dunog the winter The admiral m the spring deter 
mmed to make another attack upon Alyicis, and, af 
posable, to destroy the shipping in the harbour In 
May the attempt was made, but from grow mismanage 
ment xt did not suoveed, and in June the fleet returned 
to England In the mean trme, a people were daily 
ning into importance, with whom England was soon 
to contend for the sovereignty of the seas These were 
the Dutch, who at present enjoyed the full benefit of 
Jimena » pacific system, 40 that they repeatedly insulted 
the Englsh coast, by attacking and captuny then 
enemies, even under the protection of its batteries But 
the redress of these gievances, aa well as the atrocious 
afar of Amboyna,* which gare birth to the uational 
(tred agaunet the Dutch, was reserved for a move 
‘vigoroas admunst: ation, 

‘Tbe wufortunate reign of Charles I was almost as 
banen of nauhcal events ax that of bm father, so 
that the only two expeditons worthy of notice were 
those nyamst Cadi and Rochelle, both of which ter 
minated im future and dugrace In consequence of 
war bem decimed agaist Spain, an EnJlnh fleet wae 
fitted out, in 162s, to act am the Mediterranean, aed by 
Dutch reinforeements, the whole strength of which 
amounted to above eighty sail commanded by lord Wim 
Dleton, and carrymg am army of 10000 men Such, 
however, were the delays, occasioned by the debatus 
detween the naval and mihtay commanders, that the 
Spantards bed lewure to anucrpate the attack by fort: 
fym, Cadiz, ao that, although the city way nally obhzed 
to wiurrender, 1t was at a gieat expemse of men, while 
the enemy were enabled to save their shipping In the 
mean ume, the kn, lish soldvers and sailors were allowed 
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to ,0 on shore at pleanae, and these they drank 0 
largely of the ricb wins of the couctry, that a conta 
ious dicase spread through the whole fleet On thi 
\¢ armament was obled to return to Englaud, 
ving accomplished nothing, and suffered all the 
coumquences of the most rumous ducomfiture The 
expedition to Rochelle, undertohen in 1627, for the rehief 
ot the French Protest ints, was, if posable, atl more 
dujraceful to the Eaglish nvoon Tbe war iteelf bad 
Fein entered into af the inst,ation of the duke of 
Buckirgham, who was moved Ly mere personal pique 
aud envy agunst Prance, or 1ather agaiust sts minister, 
Backed by his vain glorious love of the French queen , 
aud asaf thie cause had not Been enough to reuder it 
unpopular, the duke himself was appointcd to the com 
mind The fleet consisted of a bundied ships, the 
Tiench hid no navi fore with which they vould meet 
wat aca, and, though they received such reinforce 
yuents fiom the Spaniards as enabled them at lavt to 
out number ther enemies, they still kept aloot from », 
naval combat Bat the imbecality of Buckingham soon 
destroyed these advantages, by selecting the most dit 
fuult point of attack, which was the port ot St Marta, 
an the island of Rhe, aud the French sbips so effectually 
iemforced the ;arnson, that the Eo,heh commander 
wasted time and resaurceam a hopeless siege In this 
sutuation, the Premch army, which bad gradually been 
cillected 10 the spot, made a furious attack upon the 
Uestegers, in conrequence of which & complite runt 
enoued,, and the Euplivh, baying lost 2000 men, fled to 
then slips, and returned home [he religious and 
pohteal fielngs of the nation wer. egually maddened 
by thus termination, the whole wert of which fell fist 
upon the unfortanate fivourte, avd while he was 
snaking every effort for 1 second expedition, to retuieve 
Jus lost reputation, he fell by the tioke of an assavm, 
amd was succeeded, ax high admral, by the eal of 
Lyndsay (Aus 23, 1028 ) 

The mafoitunes of the expedition to Rochelle did 
not terminate with the death of the obnoxious Buck 
amgham They had commenced with the fist idea of 
the measure, by occauoming the levying of ship mower, 
4 tax shih, although conimon in former tmes, wav 
un td for England am the suvcntenth century, and 
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althongh the money was honourably expended m the 
national defence, yet the natine and extent of kingly 
aathonty were now so much better understood, that the 
royal pleasure to umpose the tax was justly called on ques 
tion bis too, unfortunately, was not the only occmsion 1m 
which Charles was obliged to tiy the experiment The 
French, who were unable to cope with the navy of 
England, endeavoured to eacite the jealouy of the 
Duteb against the En,hish claim to the soverengnty of 
the seas Happily, however, the war on this occasion, 
between England and Holland, was upon paper only, 
am which Grotus and Selden were the chicf combatants, 
and much ink was shed in the dissetabone of ‘Mare 
Taberwm, and ‘Mare Olausum' Charles regarding this 
contest as a prelude to more waghty demonstrations, 
Proveeded to remforce his fleet, and here sau the 
obnoxious tax was brought into operation “In 1633, 
however, a fleet of forty sul was sent out against the 
French and Dutch, under the command of the earl of 
Lyndsay, with orders not to attack, but rather to prevent 
hostihties, and thy was so effectually done, that 
although the enemy bad a large force at ma, nothing 
on therr pat attempted In the succeeding y 
@ nablar expedition was necessary, and the same means 
2 adopted to ft at out, and Gity sail, with several 
fim ler vessels, were vent onder the earl of Northum 
Verland ‘The French, Dutch, and Spaniards, were 
quelled by tus display, and the latter were compelled 
to recognive the claims of Bitten to maritime pove 
Texgnty 

Wheu the ruptuic commenced between Charles and 
hie parhament, thi possession of the 10521 navy was 
@ matter af the utmost moment, and witen the latter 
obtained the command of the shipping,they were enabled 
to prevent the arrival of seinfoicements to the king 6 
party fiom abroad Rut on displacing the earl of 
Warwick from the command, a large portian of the 
flect deserted the cause of the parliament, rn disgust, 
and placed elf wader the command of prince Rupert. 
‘Inus, the naval aa well as the muiltary force of Biitam 
wan divided into two parties, at wa with each other, 
aud employed am the task of mutual destruction, and 
such was the ardour with which the c:vil contest wi 
carted on at sea, that when the paliament avsured 
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the governnient, it ould muster no more than fourteen 
ehips of two dicks but so great wa- the ouergy of the 
‘Dew administianon, and the seal with which it endea 
voured to repair ths defarncy, that only thee yvars 
afer the exccation of Charles the parliament bad 
twenty thice ships of fire, second, and third rates 
thirty two fourth rates, and fifty of anferior size (1001 ) 

Nothing can give us a more string iden of the «pint 
of the Enihoh rulers at this period, than the naval war 
ot the Commonwealth agaist Holland, im 1032 The 
Doteb, by the practice apd victories of half a century, 
had become the great maniume power of Europe ther 
navy amounted to a hundred and fifty live of battle 
slups and their mercantile resources were 40 extenstte, 
that they could create fleets with w rapidity incompre 
henmble to moe powerful, but less mdustrious, nations 
On the other hand, the Enghsh parhament had but a 
small flest the enlore were unshilfal, and the officers 
Unpractimd in maval tactics and the martime hutory 
of the country, for the two previous reyns, had been 
Little calculated to mepire them with courage and ¢onf- 
dence A case such as this was well qualified to call 
forth the energy of the British character and motives 
‘were m store w justify the measure The parliament, 
echoing the cry of the nation at large, complained of 
the still qorevengd massaue of the Lu_tsn at Am 
oyna, the receot assasmnaton of Dr Dorsiaus ite 
ambassador, and the refusal of the Dutch to 2ev0,nwe 
the British sovertignty of the seas, whale 1ts real motive 
‘was to counte:poise the ascendancy of Cromwell, by the 
eatablisbment of a maval power ‘The Dutch inet these 
open remonstiances by complaints of the meults they 
had endured fiom the Englsh at sea, avd the almost 
Plraueal fasion m which ther shepping aud commerce 
had been attacked Bur, hke therr enemies, they had 
alo a mouse for war, which they could not openly 
avow The parhament had prohibited the rmportation 
of goods except im English bottoms, or the ahips of those 
countries i which the goods had been produced, and 
ae Holland produced nothing, and could only subsist 
dy trafic, this edict destroyed ats trade with Britain, 
whack bad formed a great source of it national pros 
pauty 

Teas not our puipose, m this place, to enter into the 
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parhcniars of the war Hf they constatute an import int, 
part of the chivements and triumphs ot Blake One 
Sitat advantage poosewsed by the Enghsh durms the 
whole contest, war deuved fcom ther superior naval 
euchitecture, which they owed im a gieat meanne to 
the exeitions of Chasles, and the expenditure of the 
unfortunate ship money The Dutch, from the natue 





thar ships with flat bottoms, to draw as little water 1 
Possible, while thow of the Angheh were Inger, deeper 


an the Keel, and snitte: m amb, ao that they could 
eanly wenthe: the enemy im an engagement The 
‘i.ouft was, that the Dutch suffived more im ths war of 
two yeats, than during the whole of therr ex.lity yeate” 
staggle a.ainst the Spamurds, having expended 1 
nalons stailng, aud Tost c,hty ships, twenty fir-ates, 
and seveoteen bundsed meichant vessels and they 
were obhjed im the treaty of peace, to acbnowhdse m 
ity fall extent the Fnghsh soverergoty of the sets, 
abandon the ciuse of the Stuatts, surrender the island 
of Poleroue m the East Indies, and pay £300 000 as an 
andemmheation for the massacie of the Englyb at 
Viudoya Fven with all the losses sustained during 
Ge war, Lagland, at the termination of bostilines, 
putesed one hundred end fifty ships, more than 4 
tind of which had two ter of cuns Never before bad 
‘Kiope no learned the secret of where the stiength of 
Britain lay 

The aspinng views of Cromwell were now directed to 
further exploits, and two fleets, the one under Blake, 
and tho uther under Penn aud Venables, were dispatched 
to sea, the former to procecd against the Barbary states 
and Twseany, and the latter to act against the Spaniards, 
an the West Indus Ihe conquest of Hrepamols had 
Been projected, and Penn accordingly landed bis force 
4 that country, but owin, to an unfortunate series of 
‘Gunster, the attempt wholly failed The fleet next 
sasled to the sland ot Jamaica and on bein, summoned, 
at was wurendered without reustance So httle how 
ever, was the importance of this conquest understood, 
that on ther return Pen and Venables were committed 
ts the Tower, for having fasled sn the expedition The 
\ amards, m retaliation, seazed all the British goods im 
ther dominions, upon which Blake snd Montague 
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were sent to capture the rich Spanish flota, on its way 
to Cadiz The Enghsb fleet, on thy occasion, was 
divided into three squadrons, to multiply the chances of 
mtercepung the prize, and aduiiat Stayner, who bad 
the good fortune to discover ate approach, attacked 16 
with a veny inferior force ‘The Spaniards looked scoin 
faily from thar lofty decks at the Eoghsh ships, which 
appenred like fishing boats bemde their antagonists , but 
when the battle joumed, the feeling was soon altered 
‘The veaele of the finta were sunk, duspersed, or cap 
tared, and £600,000 was the spoil of the conqueror, A 
sort of trumphal procesmcn honoured the return of 
Stayner, m which the treature was transported by lend, 
and paraded through the streets of London, on it» way 
to the Treasury 

By these expeditions, Cromwell falfiled hi tere 
hhoast, thet he would wale the name of an Englshinar. 
to be as bouoared as that of an ancient Roman ute», 
and the fleets of Enland rivalled the legions of Rome, 
m the awe they occasioned and the cangdest they 
acueved When Charles H, therefore, was restored to 
the throne of hus ancestors, be possersed advantages 
‘hich none of them bad enjoyed A resutlens navy, a 
devoted peopl, and the respect mpessed by a series of 
\ictonies upon the whole of Europe,—all seemed ta pro 
wane an iiwatiious era for England, while the tastes 
of the sovereign, devoted to mechapicel studies, and 
aliled im skip building and nasal affair, seemed to fit 
‘im for the country and the enas 

In auch a case, anew war might naturally have been 
‘expected, and circumstances pomted the direction The 
duke of Lork was at the bead of an Afiican ¢ompany 
newly formed, whose trade was cheched by the activity 
and inmerous settlements of the Dutch, and a war with 
thea. commercial rivale was accordingly resolved on. 
‘The commencement, however, was far from beng ho 
nourable to Charles , for, without any announcement of 
hostlnes, be sent Sir Richard Holmes, sm 1664, to aeize 
Cape Verde, the wsland of Goree, and the settlement of 
New York. Thw shameful exploit was performed 
accordingly, but so loud am outcry ensued, that the king 
pretended that his admiral bad acted without orders, 
and to complete the farce Hotmes was eent, for a short 
Period, tothe Tower Tho Dutch were too ahrewd to 
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be deceived by auch a flmyy pretence, rnd they dis 
patched secret ordris to De Ruyter, to recover the vetth 
ments of which they had beeu thus duspossemed De 
Rayter accordingly recovered them a4 speedily an they 
had been lost, and after such proveedingy,no alternative 
remamed but open and ammedinte war 

‘Although this rupture had been strongly deprecated 
by the Duteh, ou avcount of the damage it would 
aufhet upon there commerce, yet ther long sufming 
hud been completely exhausted, and when nothing 
bnt war remaimed, they prepared for it with then 
wonted exergy A powertul Brush fleet wis soon at 
aca, conmsting of one hundred and fourteen ships of the 
Ime, and twenty eight firgates and bom ketches, under 
the command of the duke of York, which was encoun 
tered by « nearly equal Dutch force under the command 
of admiral Ubdam Both nations fou,ht with the most 
determined perseverance, unt] Obdam s ship blew up, 
upon which thr Dutch retreated, after having lot nive 
teen slips, while the La,lish lost only one, which was 
‘8 fourth rate 

Ams battle wis fought off Lowestof, on the 3rd of 
June, 1605, and was the most sizoal victory the English 
had ever gained, and th. severvst blow the Dutch ever 
felt at sea hev bal 600 men Lilted and 2300 taken 
Prisoners, and at as scnevally suppored that 2f the Faz 
lish fleet bad not siackened sailduring the mbt none of 
then fleet would Lave escaped ‘The Datch were besides 
unfortunate this year m Josiny the vice 1dmral and 
rear admral of then East Indi fleet, and font ships of 
‘war, which were captured by five Bnghivhin.aates ind 
ako four ships of wat, two fre ships, and thirty mer 
chantmen, which bad been separated from the man 
fleet 1m a storm, and havin, yomed the Fgh h insterd of 
their own, were by this rurstake all taken 

‘The States, reinforced by Franco ind Denmark were 
soou 10 @ condition 2,10 to contend with the victor, 
ther united fleet consisted of mnety one ships of war, 
carrying 4716 guns, and 22462 men The hostile fiteta 
came mm mgbt cf each other on the Ist of June (6, 
when a furious action eomnence1 in which the Dut 1, 
under then famed De Revter, and the Lughsh, com 
manded by Albemarle, maintamed the coufhet for tour 
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ays, until the latter wite partially detented, 
were willing to retire tu repair their lowes 

After thw termble conflict, the Dutch had the rredit of 
appearing at sea before the Fnglih, ae them sbips had 
received Lens 1ayury, and they affected to brave the ene 
my on his own coast, | Ut this superiority they were not 
Jong permitted to enjoy Ihe Snghah fleet of eighty 
sail and nuiteca fire ships azain put to wea, under the 
commana of prince Rupert and the duke of Albemarle, 
and, on the 2th of Jupe, came up with the enemy off 
the North Pou dand, shen a dusperate battle was fou.zhit, 
which terusinated in the complete defeat of the Dutch, 
with the loss of twenty ships, four admmals, many 
¢uptains, aud about 4,000 men killed and 3000 wounded 
Ihe Dutut fleet way commanded by then two great 
adnmials, De Ruyter and Van Taomp The Engiieh lot 
3s said only to bave been one chip bamut, and three cap 
thins and bout 400 mcu killed 

‘Ins was so severe a blow to the Dutch ficet, that it 
was obhged to Leep within the shelter of 1ts ports fo1 a 
whole year, wliile the Fnghsh swept the seas, msulted 
the coasts of Holland with impunity, and even barat its 
skips within the protection of their harbours Chirles 
by the time was wary of the war, and supposing the 
‘uemy sufhuently humbled to bstcm to tums, he sent 
such as Hollind could scarcely ave accepted with 
honour Tue Dutch, however, had recourse to the arts 
of diplomacy and they spun out the negotiaton untl 
they could extucate themselves from therr ditheulties, 
and inflict 4 termble retalanon ‘Uns opportunity «oon 
arrived ‘The Ln.lish, 1 the fond idea that peace was 
ecitam, had neglected their naval force, a0 that it last 
onty two smill \quadtoms were Kept up to ct against 
tausers The Dawh therefore, threw of the mivk, apd 
nyected the proposals of Charles, winle their fleet of 
‘renty ships of wat, beudes fire ships, wh ch hid been 
kept in a state of ficiency, weihed anchor, and wr 
vied in the mouth of the Thimes, June 7, 1007 Every 
obstwle that stood in ther way was surmounted , 
Shrerness way tikea, and the shops in the sver wore 
captured ur destroyed London itself now trembled 
‘with 1 new alatta, winle every hour biow,bt tidings of 
some f ev trumph of the enemy, who were contmually 
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approaching nearer Evcn the worst fears of the in 
babusnts might have been realized by an attack upon 
the capital itself, had Loms XIV joned lan fleet to tho 
Duteh, according to previous agreement But 1 was 
the poley of this monerch not to destroy either of 
naval powers, but to Leep the one 2s. check upon the 
other, so that the Dutch, notwithstanding the pani they 
occamoned, were not strong enough to venture an attack 
on London At Jast the country recovered slowly from 
the stunning effect of thia insult and an effiaent plan 
was adopted to remove the hoshk armament by dis 
patching a fleet to the northward, under Sn Jeremiah 
‘Smut, to mtercept a richly laden Dutch convoy return 
ang homeward from Norway andthe Baln. De Rayter 
‘way avcordingly summoned by the States from his post 
of triamph to the defence of ther commerce and thie 
call he obeyed the more gladly as hit ataation was daily 
ecomng more dangeroas After this signal success on. 
the part of Holland, terms at accommadation were pro 
posed, and finally ratified at Breda, August 24, 1067, but 
these were reckoned so dugracefal by the English, and 
0 duadvantageous o their interests, that to satisfy the 
Popular rage a yietrm was conmdered necessary The 
‘vn tuons Clarendon, who was represented as the author 
of this treaty, was accordingly deprived of the chancel- 
Jorship, and driven into banishment 

It would be forergn to oar purpose to detail tho 
causes that led to the mext war between England and 
Holland, which took place five years after the treaty of 
Breda Lows XIV, in pursuing tus schemes of aggran- 
dizement, found the latter country the strongest barrier 
to Ins ambition and therefore, winle he newailed it by 
land with bis forces, he was anxious to crash its power 
atsen Tor this purpose he applied to Charles II , and 
the ca peraton of the needy profligate was soon’ pur 
chased by the present of a French mustress, and the 
grant of a Freach pension Charles accordingly pro 
pared for actun, and the commencement of the war 
‘was in perfect character with that of the preceding ane. 
Tn 1672, without publishing a declaration of hostilities, 
the subserrieut Sir Robert Holmes was sent to mntercept 
a rich Dutch convoy, consusung of seventy sail, on its 
passage from Smyrna, end the fleets met at sea, hke 
those of two nations that were at peace with each other 
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The Fnglivh admaral endeavoured to cyole the Dutch 
commanders on board his ship but they were caghous, 
and declined the wvitation he then commenced a 
farious onset bat was met with such a stubborn resist 
ance, that he was finally besten off with preat damug 
while the Dutch pursued therr voyage im safety Aft 
aach a shameful atterapt, emintiered by so shameful a 
defrat, Charles proclaimed wa: im recutar fasion bat 
for this the Dutch were prepared, as they had mnety 
ships of the ne and fifty fugates and fire shypy—and 
moie than al they had the brave De Rayter as then 
admiral ‘The fret great naval enoagement that took 
place was that of Soleby tought May 19, m which the 
Duteb, with an inferior force, encountered the English 
aud French fieets, under the command of the duke of 
York and moreschal DEtrecs In thie battle, the 
French are accused of having kept aloof from the fire 
while the knglish had to sustain the whole brunt of 1 
enemy, who fought with desperate courage ven under 
these unfavouralle encumstances it was thought that 
the victory might have been secared for England, but 
for certain symptoms of dilatoriness on the pait of the 
duke of York, winch were never snficiently explained 
Ab it was, the alvantages of the fight belonged to the 
Dutch, who would have gamed a still more docided 
victor} but for the devotedness of the emt of Sand 
wich This brave nobleman who had been maddened 
by a sting insult from th. duke rashud anto the 
thickest of the fight and, with the lows both of ship and 
Ife, created a divermon in frvour of the Eughsh fleet, 

at was withd:awn im satety During tho rest of 
short war, severil engagements of mmot ipport 
ance followed m which Hollind, ilthouh single handed 
and outnumbered was able to maby head agunst her 
enemien, and render then efforts mdecinve At length, 
the Dutch and Luxtsh mutually opened thin eves to 
the rumone consequences ot this Ba in whkh the 
former were lonns their commerce, while the latter were 
only advancing the ambitions projects of the Prench 
King and accordingly a separ ite peace was conciuded 
between thein independently of Lows in 1673 thu 
terms of whivh gave satisfaction to both nations The 
enly nial act of mmportance during the rest of the 
renm Chorley il, was the expedition sent out a amst 
































CHARLES II 7 


tha comana of Tipo, the particulars of which belong 
asore properly to the life of S11 Cloudesly Shovel 

Under such men as De Royter, Van Tromp, Blake, and 
Albeniatle, it was to be expected that the tacts of naval 
‘war would undergo a considerable change Ta was 
the case, and the most matenal alteration was that of 
‘making a battle depend, not upon a seuies of individual 
combats of one ship against another, but of squadiou 
against squadron Thus the manccurres were upon a 
more general scale, ama depended upon the movements 
of a nombcr of vessels mmultaneously, where the one 
oupported the other ‘Thus method, however, bad a ten 
acy to make the combatants more mdsfferent as to the 
size and strength of mdividual stupo, so that naval archi 
tecture, for a tune, underwent few e1 1mpiovements than 
Wetore | The puntapal misarves used m a sea fybt were 
round abot, double bead, bai spile, crow bar, case, and 
chau chot, and m addibon to there, anows with fhe 
‘works at the end were sometimes shot from the wind 
ward against the ouila and raging of the enemy When 
the ves els neared each other aad were ready to close, 
hand ,renades and stink pots were hurled at each otber, 
to scep the deck or drive the sailors fiom their quarterm 
Afut a rutual cannonade, sf one squadion shew ed eymsp 
toms ot y1elding, ire ships were then went mito the mdat 
of and thus, almoot every battle was followed by « 
tonflanaton We bave already seen the put wluch the 
Trench adopted during the ware of the two countrits, 
siding alternately with each, but bringin, effective asst 
ance tonerther It was this way that Lows was enabled, 
ay rapid degrees, to create almost out of nothiug an 1m 
posin, and numero navy lus alhance with the Datch 
taht the French to build stups, and bis subsequent 
unien with Fngland taught them to Sight them Thus a 
third naval power had stolen upon the scene to pioht by 
the ware and disasters of the other two 

Durwug the latter part ot Charles II s glorious adm 
aioti ation, the nat y appears to have shared su that nvlect. 
wluch was extended over other dep2rtments of nabon 
nuterest, 20 that st dwindied at last to ex_bty three sail of 
‘yantowe rates, of which several were falling to decay 
Ua snecessar, James 1 was not hhuy w newket a ser 
vice from which he bad denved bis Chief distinction , 
and therfore when be ascended the thine, he endea 
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‘Youred to restore the fleet to ita former efficiency He 
aun.zned £400,000 a year for this service, and he issued 
‘& special comansnion for settling all things relating to 11, 
and for putnag the management thereof mto auch @ 
method as might need few alterations This commamon 
was the wisest act of bis reign, and the indrrduale 
‘whom he appointed performed then duty with s0 much 
diligence and skill, that m two years every department of 
the navy was placed upon the most effiient foobng, aud 
means were provided to prevent fature abuses 
‘At the Revolution, England possessed one handred and 
aventy three ships of vanous rates, requiring 42,000 
seamen to man them A force hike this, under @ 
sovereign, mght have readered the thought of anvanon 
ridiculous, but the measues of tus king were beyond 
‘the mortal remedies ot fleets and anmes Irresolntion, 
treason, and mutrust, had bewildered every biam, and 
paralyzed every movement, so thet when William of 
Orange landed at Torbay, there was no fleet to oppose 
Jhnmn ‘although forty ships of the Inne were in commission, 
aud Gt for rmmediate service, and thus it appears how 











aneftectual fleets and armies are when princes have lost 
the confidence of those who command them 
On the acceamon of Willem to the Brith throne, a 





lover uruon was established between Bogland and Hol 
Jand, that menaced the naval power of France , und the 
Tate: accordingly espoused the cause of the dethroned 
Jamu, as much from policy a8 pity Lows XIV now 
endeavoured to reinstate the Enghsh king by an wyasion 
‘whuch James was to superintend 1m person apd 
consisting of thirty alups of the line, fire frigates, and 
‘thnteen other vessels, conveying a powerful land force, 
act sail with the fallen monarch to Ireland The dest 
nation ws reached, and the army debarked insafety An 
‘Englab fleet of equal force had been put m commission 
for the danger, but euch delays wterpossd before at was 
deady to act, that Herbert the admiral was obbged to set 
sail with only twelve ubupe of the ne and five smaller 
vessels He was afterwards reinforced with about ten 
abspy of war, and be attacked a superior French fleet of 
twenty four ships of the lne am Bantry Bay, the achon 
‘was Lept up for some hours with great spirit, but aa ad 
al Herbert was unable to bring mp all hus ships, and 
4s be found the contest very unequal, he did not risk 
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amin {0 a close fit ‘Tans prudent conduct of the 
ada al was kngbly approved at by kin, Watam, and 
he was created 2 pee: by thetitle of Latl of Tor:ugton 
‘Tn was only a slight expermenton tho pat of France, 
for m the followin, year (1690) Lows, who had shilfully 
soncentiated hu» nasal forces, whtle those of Britain 
‘were davided, unexpectedly sent an n\ading fleet toa. 
consisting of seventy evzht shxps of war and twenty two 
fixe ships To oppose thus large armament the ka,lioh 
admiral could only collect thirty four ships, which weie 
joined by the Dutch fleet of twenty tero sail Under uth 
eu cumstances lord Torna.ton was unwilling to ink bis 
own honour and the nations safety, antl he received 
the queen #* commanas to Sght at all events in order to 
force the French to wirhdraw In obedience to this oder, 
at day break on the $1of June, the admu bore dowa upon 
the euemy but fiom the great rferiwrty of the Lig 
lsh and Dutch thets, they sustained a severe defeat 
off Rerchy heal, the former losis two, and the latter 
six, of chen Iugest ships The andsnation of the Dateh 
on this occa 101 was bo gieit, that they compl uned 
(and with aun show of reason) that they bad been ex. 
posed to the chiet brunt of th battle aud to appcase theit 
Taurtoury lord Forrngton ws scut to the Lower Such 
also was the pupular terror inspired by thiv defeat, that 
the Ln,ush expected uothin, less than a Jandin, of the 
enemy, t follow up their success ‘Thue was a ground 
Jess, but also 1 wholesome feu, every naval preparation, 
waa av quichened 19 Lona quence, that the French were 
reduced to mactivity while an Fo,lsh and Dutch feet, 
Undur the comm ind at Russel kept possession of the sea 
Lous nuw y1¢parca for a decisive naval effort—the 
invasion ot Fugland to restore James to the thinue— 
and to enaure ite sic v= more completely, the ittempt 
wr te be made while Willing was ovuig1 Tan Holland 
Fince Lim hed trausports were to Jand a French amy 
ef 20 000 vc upon the coast of Suscx Bit in thts 
plan Lous ww obliged to weume as certun that the Te 
tached portions of the British n1sy coull uot be jathured 
fozether im sulfcicnt tm , and that the Dutch, who 
were dise nitunted with Engtand, would uot furnuh their 
contingent at the necessary period He mught thes com 
mand the Ch minel with lus ships of wat, until the arm 
fst Uae hee ey at an the aiees «oF kre 
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ment could be dibarked Fortunately, the calculanon 
am both circumstances was fallacious, and the French, 
instead of obtaining a temporary command of the Chan 
nel, found themselves apposed by « bundied sail, while 
their own fleet coneisted of only sixty three sips of the 
Ine, Under these circumstances they jomed battle at 
Ja Hogue, and the French sustained so ternble 4 defeat, 
‘that the fow ships that escaped were obli,ed to seek the 
sheltu: of the barboure, wile the combined navy of 
then enemies rode the ae mm triumph 

After this signal success, the Fnpliab, 10 the confi 
dence of victory. began to remit their naval vigilance, 
winle Lous, on the contrary, made surprising efforta th 
repair th. damage which bis pavy bad sustaned Ho 
Purchased several large vessels and converted them into 
ships of war, and he suspended the commerce of France 
until hin filet should be fully manned These prepara 
thons berg completed, be was enabled to vend snto the 
Mediterranean, 1m the year snc: eeding the battle of Ia 
Hogue, a fleet of seventy one ships of war, besides boob 
Letches, fire slaps, and tendcis, under the command of 
marshal Toursilk. Tht superior fleet was theu in turai 
triumphant, 4 series of minor disasters befel the British 
fing, and at Last Su George Rooke, while cousuyiag the 
Mediterraneun fleet, was encountered off Cape dt Yun 
tent, and after a bard foa, ht engagement, 19 whith he 
‘wan overpowered by the waperiur numbers ot the enemy, 
ie lost a poruon of bis convoy, the value of wluth was 
estimated at one millon sterling bn George had bow 
eves, the ,003 fortune to brim, off the greater part of 
Inu slope of war, aa well as the queate: part of the convoy, 
and after touching at Madeira he conveyed thin to Corks 

The French admmral, in place of following up fis ad 
Yantage, and pursuing the knalsh fleet to Madena, 
contented lumsclt with destroying sume slupping at 
Malaga, Cadiz, and Gibraltar In this year the hnghish 
Hleet was alto unsuccessful in the West Indies, and Sir 
Francis W hecler, in 1eturmng from that station with biy 
squadion, was ehipwiecked off Gibraltar, when the ad 
yanal’s ship and reveral others were lst wath all on 
bord These miscarniages at sea led to a pavhamentary 
imguny, which was the meins of discorermg various 
ghus.s in the mmagement of that service, but S11 George 
Rooke was acquitted of avy blame 
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Early 1 the followins year, 1494, a powerful English 
aud Dutch fleet was sent to wa under the command of 
admiral Russel, to cover a desvent in Camaret Bav, but 
this expedition was unsuccussful, and it 1etnned to 
Portomonth after havi, enffired 4 severe loss fiom the 
Vatvenes which had been erettud by the cclebrated 
Vauban hese udvante_ea over the Kngl sh and Dutch 
navy ted the Freveb to style themselves lords af both 
ScaS that te, the Atlantic and the Mediterranean In June 
4 stil more powes ful combmed English aud Dutch fleet 
‘Wao sent to the Mediterranean, the intelligence of the 
approach of winch mdaced the French admiral Tour 
ville to make @ precipitate retreat to Toulon, which 
completely prevented the desizms of the enemy for this 
year Fiom this ume to the termination of the wat, the 
Trench were unable to contend with the Britwh and 
Dutch fleets and the war dwindled into a serresof minor 
engazemints, wluch wall be best understood by 1etering 
to the hives of Rooke, Bealow, and Shovel These ope 
Tatons were so much in favom of the En, 
the whole coasts of France were kept 2 a perpetual 
mate of alarm, 1nd Louis was obliged to expend great 
sums of money to the nnpovershaent of bis Lingdom, in 
Urecting fortifications to protect the towns on the const 
‘He at Ien,th became convinced that he could not con 
tend with the Enghsh m fleets or squadions, and he 
therefore determmed to change his mode of warfme, 
and to wend out small squadzons to harass the tade of 
lus enemen, by which he could wound them in the mont 
vulnetuble pout, be was ably served by bis principal 
seamen, Jean du Bart, du Guay Trown, the count St 
Paul, and chevalier Forbin His ships were also adm 
rably fitted for this kind of service They were con 
structed on such sctentfic principles, that in aaling they 
surpassed the vessels of evry other country on this 
account they pounced upon their piey like hawks, and, if 
haffed, they could soon distance paisut [hin supe 
riority im naval atchitecture was so sensibly acknow 
ledged bv the Bune, that when a Fiench ship was 
captured it was considered a veluable acquisition to 
om navy, af well as x model for study and mutation 
‘Fina system of desultory warfare was crowned for a 
time With complete success, mingle ships of war and 
muichaut deets wore captared im great numbeis, and 
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the epirits of the Enghsh were kept in such a state of 1r- 
mitation, by incessant annoyance and loes, that they felt 
as if Lows had at last dhecovared the secret of becoming 
truly the sovereign of the seas 

The Xing of England as well ss hus subjects had now 
‘become tred of the war, and although he had creatly 
humbled the arrogant pretensions of Lous XIV he was 
wilhng to promote a peace ou more favourable terme 10 
‘France than that country had a nght to expect The 
negotiabons which followed termmated im the peace of 
Rystwick, and the oply advantage winch England ap 
peared to gan by the Tong and destruchve war, which 
aad wasted her resources aud disturbed the peace of the 
‘world, was the recognition of Wilhetw If} as king of 
Brita, and the sapremacy of the English nary 

‘This pence, which bad been so dearly purchased, was 
not of long connauance A new war was brought about 
by the French king declaring, upon the death of James I 
for im» son, a8 the Jawlal king of England, together 
‘with the disputes which arose concernmg the Spanuh 
succession In the expectation af war, the Englah go 
\aroment, early in 3701, amenabled spowerfal Enghab snd 
Dutch fleet under the command of Sir George Rooke, 
‘which cruised about in the Channel during the mmmer, 
and overawed the Frevch coasts, and vice admiral Ben 
ow waa nent to the West Indies with a strong squadron, 
to he am readiness to act an that quarter if hostilities 
should break out Whilst these preparations were going 
forward Wiliam 111, died, but the same foreign pohuy 
‘waa puraned by his succeasot 

Oa the accession of queen Anve, m 1702, she gave 
proof of her partahty for the naval service by appoint 
ang ber consort, prince George of Denmark, lord high 
adwural She deterumned to support ber allies against 
the ambitious destgns of Lous XIV , and on the ground 
that be had insulted the English naton in baving de 
clared the Pretender king of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, she declared war against France, May 4, 1702 

On the declaration ot war, Sir George Rooke, who had 
‘been appointed admiral of the fleet and vace admural of 
England, awumed the command of the grand fleet ot 
thirty Enghsh and twenty Dutch ships of the line, ex- 
eluave of small vessels and tenders, winch mde ut all 
about 160 sail with 14,000 troops on Loatd unde the «om 
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yornd of the duke of Orraond they put to sea on the 26th 
ot June, and appeared before Cadiz, but the a tcnpt 
muscartied ‘They were, bowever, completely successful 
an their stack upon the Preach and Spanuh squadrons 
am the harbour of Vigo 

‘The passage into the harbour was strongly fothed 
wath batterses, forts, and breastworka on each mdc,—by 
a atrong boom, consisong of uron chains, top masts, «nd 

moored at each end with a seventy gun shop, 
fied with five ships of the same strength, lying 
athwart the Channel with therr broadsides to the offit, 
‘As the first and second rit» of the combined Scets were 
too large to enter, the admurals mbifted ther flags into 
smaller ships In order to facilitate the attack, the duke 
of Ormond landed with 2 500 soldiers, and took by xe 
javlt one of the forts at the eutiauce of the harbour The 
British ensign was no eooner displayed 1m the fort than 
‘vice admiral Hopson, m the Torbay crowding all sail ran 
@nuctly agamst the boom, winch sas broken by the first 
shock thea the whole <quadron catered the harbour, 
through @ prodisous tir from the enemy s slips and 
battertes The Piench tmding themselves unable to re 
sist such an attack, sank and burned a namber of thet 
ships, but ten ships of war and seven galleons were 
tiken, together with treavure to a great amount, which 
unfhi.ted severe blow upon the enemy, and idea to the 
fame of the albes Sur George Rooke returned im tit 
ump to En,land, and the fortyneahons were demolabed 
by Sir Clondesly Shovel 

In the following year uo umpotant naval occurrence 
took place A fleet under the command of Su Cloudealy 
Shovel was sent into the Mediterrancan, and a rem 
forcement of ships wan sent to the Wert Indice under 
admiral Graydon, whose conduct gave #0 much dissatie 
faction that the House of Lords addressed the quecn on 
the subject, and he was dismssed the service In 1704 
the English were more successful at sea Sir George 
Rooke and Su Cloadesly Shovel wero again cent to the 
Mediterranean to look after the Frepch fleet, when 
they resolved tw make an attempt upoo Gibraltar, 
which they attacked ou the 2lst June, and canued by 
awault with a very tnfhng Iow The English fret 
then proceeded up the Mediterranean, and on the 9h 
of August the French flect was seen aud chased on 
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the 1sth at was overtaken 4 furtuus engagement 
followed, which was continsed with doubtful success 
‘ull two 1 the afternoon, when the san of the French 
Lava way, nevertheless, the fight was mmntaned 
UL might, when the enemy bore away to the lee 
ward “Ihe knuglish admiral endeavoured to renew the 
Contest on the two succeedin, days, which the count de 
Tuulunse dechned, and at last he dos yppeared Thu Fng 
lish flet 1m this achon consisted of fifty three ships of 
the hne cxclumve of frigates, and the Fiench ficet uur 
bexcd fifty two shups of the line ava twenty four galleya 
The Tom wan pretty equal on both sides, though not a 
alnp Was taken 01 destioyed by either, but the honour 
of the day certainly remained with the Enghsh After 
the battle the Epgtub feet aatled to Gibraltar to reftt, 
and, leaving a equadion under the command of Sir 
Johu Leake, returned to Lngland, where the adunral wos 
received with every demcustration of respect which was 
due to kus long setvwex aud distin, wished mucce: 

The French sho made on attempt to recover Gibral 
tar in the followin, October, in the absence of the 
Englvh squadion, bat op ats return to the station, the 
French were forcrd to withdraw with the loss of two 
frigates and a number of smailcr yezsel 

‘Tbe lose of Gibialtar was 00 brctely felt, that the 
French made another attempt in Fr ums 1705, to sur 
prise xt with a myuadron under the command of De 
Pont, but this attempt was more untortun ite than the 
Inst, for Sir John Leake and Sir Thomas Dellts having 
artived with a powerful fleet, they citho: captured or 
destroyed the whole of the French -qradron Ta the 
course of this summer the English fet avuted at tho 
capture of Barcelona, and in every qu iter maintamed 
ats superiouity at sea, and prevented the enemy # ships 
from diatubing the operations of the ales 

From thw time to the termination of the war the 
navy of France was not permitted to appear at 
and 20 great were ite losses, thet 1t was reduced from 
2 formdable naval power, and fom being individually 
superior to the Lachsh, as st was at the commencement 
of the war in 1688, to scarcely more than thirty ships 
of war 

After basing come on a furrous and destru tive w: 
fare for clevin years, the contending parties all became 























ANAL 85 


desrrous of peace, winuh was at length conel wed by watt 
haa been called the treaty of Utrecht The details of 
this wat wall ever be memorable in Enginh hitry— 
the power of En_land was paramount by liod as well as 
by sea but even after all the glory that was acquied 
by Marlborough ond the army, and the darn, ln avery 
that was displayed by Russcl, Rooke, and the navy 1c 
to ho regretted that $0 mach weulth aud <0 1 anj hves 
should have been sacrificed for the trifling advantages 
that were gamed in the sn u_gle 

‘This era tound Sritam <ccupying 2 vommandang pou 
tion among the nations she might now be said to stand 
preemment and alone, through the heroic exertions of 
hui navy, conducted by such men as lornngton, Rooke, 
Shovel, and Benbow , and ber ocean sovereignty, which 
could no longer be contested, made her tae arbiter of 
the dest: ues of Europe Io the mcau tine, whet may 
time powers had fallin, what navies had vanwbed, us 
bhe thus npened slowly from youth to manhood and 
how little had that manhood now to fear! The fleet» of 
‘Spain and Postu,al, ouce so iustaus both for war and 
imovers, and so embed by the tieasures of India 
aud Amerwa, had faded snto a state of imeigmbcance, 
the navy of Fiance, winch the eneroies of Lous XLV 
had created and matired in 90 short a period, was now ex 
Dausted by its own eflorts, and had sunk even more ripidly 
than it had risen the abyps of Sweden and Denmark, 
the haidy representatives of the ancient seahings had 
been dimmsted and broken amon,st the ambitious 
achomes of Charles XI1 aud as for the Russian navy, it 
‘was but now stariw,, auto existence, while none could 
auneipate that a futuie period would make rts nat 
ternble among civilized nanons Even Holland, the 
only rival winch Dritain liad cause to fear, on account 
of it mercautile enterprise and maritime power, was 
now evidently on the wave 20 that it vonrage aecmed 
dagly to dimiomh with the gamful trade for which it 
had fought #0 often and so biavely Amidst all these 
symptoms of decay, the fleet of England was at the 
Werght of 1 power and prospenty while England was 
aliowed, by winversal comusion, to hold in ber band 
the balance of Europe 
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ROBERT BLAKL 
1568-1657 


Unnen the reign of the two frst princes ot the Louse 
of Stuart, the navy of England lost much at the rj 
tation rt bad scquired in the glorraus deys of Khzabe th 
James 1 was a prince incapable of any great under 
taking, and entrcly governed by favountes, who, 
studious only to enrich themselves, were regardless of 
the honour and clams of their country Chirles I 
understood marthme affairs and the mterest of Ine 
crown better thin hie father, and would probably bave 
restored the navy to # respectable footink, bad not the 
Gy war diverted bis attention to otber obycts On 
the fall of the monarchy, the fleet revolted from the 
prhamcnt, and hosting the royal standard, sued to 
Holland, where James duke of York, assisted by prince 
‘Rupert snd other royahsts of qualry, assumed the 
command But chu revolt waa not of Jong continuance 
‘The royal fleet was i pad, the States General were 
afrayl w sfford the exiled princes their protection, leet 
‘they showld meur the dupleawure of the new common 
‘wealth of England, and dissensions teaking out in the 
fet most of the ships abandoned the royal caase, and 
were bsought back by thar ciews to England | the 
parharsent thus became possessca of 1 fect and acamen, 
but they wanted officers to command them, most of the 
old pevit commanders prefernng to xewam im exile, 
rather than seive under the new government Ther 
Joss, however, wea not long felt and we now come to a 
ew aeiiey of naval heroes, who nobly emulated the 
ienown ot Diake, and mtused & courage into seamen 
which led them to contemn every danger, and to attack 
the enemies of their countiy in the most rewlute manner 

‘The first of these, as well as one of the most mtrepnd 
and successful admirals that have adorned the Brituh 
navy was Robert Blake He was bora at Bridgewater, 
an Somervetahire, in Angust 1508, and wis the eldest 
con of Humphry Blake, who, having soqured ® condi 
dvi ible forrune as a Spanwh merchant, parch med a 
will uta im that mehbourbood He was educated 
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at the free avhool of that place unl be was of age to be 
iewmaved to Oxford, where he became successively a 
member of Alban Hall and Wadham Coliege He con 
tunued there for shout seven yeais, when he abaudoned 
the pursurta of htereture, having been unsuwessful both 
for a studentslup at Christchurch and a fellowship at 
Merton College He returned to Budgewater when he 
was about twenty five years old, according to Clarendon, 
“enough versed 1 booka for a man who intended not to 
be im any profesmon, having sufficrent of his own ta 
mpuntain him in the plenty he affected, and having then 
no appearance of ambitwn to be a greater man than be 
wan’ He lived quietly on bus paternal state til 1630, 
with the character of a blunt man, of ready bumour, 
and fearless im the expression of his opmions, which, 
both on matters of polities and religion, were opponed to 
the views of the court These quahnes guned for bun 
the confidence of the presbyterian party in Bridgewater, 
‘hich retarned him for that borough to the short palin 
ment of Apil, 1610 The spsedy dissolution of that 
ausembly (May'5) gave hrm no opportunity of trymmg hin 
powers as a debater, and at the next elechon he Jost 
bis 

On the breaking out of the cwvil war he entered the 
parliamentary army, and mm 1643 we find him antrosted 
‘by colonel Frenves with the command of a fort at Bristol, 
whon that city was beneged by the royalnts On tins 
occasion baying maintained bas post, and killed some of 
the kings soldiers after the governor bad agreed to sur 
render, prmce Rupert was with dafficulty induced to 
spare bis life, which, 1t was alleged, was forfexted by this 
violation of the laws of war He served afterwards in 
Somersetshire with good repute, and sm 1644 was ap 
pomted governor of Taunton, a place of great :mportante, 
‘as being the only parlamentary fortress in the west ot 
England In that capacity be gave emment proof of 
shill, courage, and constancy, in maintamng the town 
daring two gucceemve meges in 1645 

In Febraary, 1649, colone) Blake, mm conjunction with 
two officers of the same rank, Deane and Popham, wes 
appointed to command the fleet, for the military and 
nasal tervicer were not then kept separate end distinct 
‘au m Jatoy times Por thus new office Blake soon sbewed 
m,nal capacity On the renewal of war after the kim, 5 

















8 NAVAL HISTORY 


desth he was ordered to the Innh stas in pursuit of 
prime Ruicrt, whom he blockaded in the harbour of 
Aussie for several miontha At length, bemg preaved 
dy want of provisious, and threatened fram the land, 
the prime wile a disperate eflort to breal through the 
parhamentaty squadion, and succeeded, but with the 
lows of three shij> He fled to the river Tazus, pursued 
by Blake who bem, dimed purmewon by the king of 
Party,al to attech bi enemy, captmed and sent home 
several richly ladon Portuguese vessels on their way 
trom Bias] Me fwally attacked and destioyed the 
royalist fleet with the exception of two ships com 
manded by the pnnces Rupert and Maurice, m the 
harbour of Mata.a,1uJanuary 1655 In 1etu.amg home 
he captured 4 brench frigate of 40 guns, because the 
Captain, whom he bad hailed to come om board refused 
& .1Ve up hu sword and as an ilustranou of the 
nitigulanty of lis character, be desired the Prenchmat 
to return to his ship and to fight at aut Ibese actions 
sypear, at fust subt, to be breaches of ternational 
Jaw but Blake» creed seems to have been, that 1a 
Maiutamng the supremacy of the Buteh flag every 
where and at all hazards, he could hardly do wion,— 
4 doctrine which baa always been too palatable to out 
national vanity and which ha» Jed us into many foolish 
warn These services were rocompensed by the thanks 
of parhument, torether with the office of warden of the 
Cinque Ports and in March of the same year, Blake, 
Deane and Popham were consututed admirals and 
tener tls of the fleet for the year ensuing In that capa 
caty Blike took the Sully stan ts, Guernsey, and Jersey, 
fiom the 1oyahte for which he was aan thanked by 
pirhament and im ¢he same yea: le was elected a 
‘member ¢f the council of state 

fy Match, 1602, Blake wap eppornted sole admiral for 
mime Wwonths im erzectation of the Dutch war, which 
yd mm fact leak out m the following May, m cons 
quence of the Dutch fleet of tmty twu sail, ander admiral 
Van Tiomp, standmg over to the Enis const, and 
refunug to salute the Engink fq, Blake who was 
then Ijaz im Rye Bay with ffttem sm) mmediately 
sued to the eastward, and fell in with the Dutvb fleet 
i the struts of Dorcr When he drew near he fired 
two gus, to sequie the Dutch to pay the customary 
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hmoure to hus flag upon which Tomp m contumyt, 
fred two shots from the opposite mide, and on Blake 
aepeating bis mgnal, he replied by fing & broadside at 
the Enghsh admirals ship, and breaking the cabin 
windows A sharp action smmedistely followed, May 
19, and the Deth fleet dnected the whole of thear fire 
a,aiost Blake « skip, but he was soon ably supported by 
the rest of bis ships, and by a squadron of eight sail 
under mayor Bourne, which shortly after jomed lim 
‘The Datch, notwithstanding ther superior force, were 
obliged to bear away, and seek shelter behind the Good, 
win Sends In the fight they had one ship taken, 
another sunk, and ther fleet materially damaged The 
States did not approve, or at least disavowed, the conduct 
of ther admiral, for they left no means untried to 
oansfy the Evghsh goveinment and when they found 
the demands of the latter so bigh as to preclude acuom 

amodation, they dinnased Van ‘Tromp, and placed De 
Ruyter and Cornelius De Witt m command of ther 
flect Meanwhile Blake took ample revenge for thei 
aggremon, and, before the end ot July, he captured 
above forty sail of ther ricbest homewsrd bound mer 

chantmen, which were parmung thetr course without 
suspicion of danger, and when be bad effectually cleared 
the Channel be sailed to the coast of Scotland, and 
<aptured a bundred of the hernng buses, wd the 
twelve ships of war which bad been sent to protect them 

Upon this cccason he released all the fishing vessels, 
after thieatemn, them with destruction if they were 
ever fourd there aan without leave, and allowed them 

to complete their Tidmgs on ther paying the tenth 
herring a» the customary acknowledgment that the 

sovetet,utyof those seas belonged to the Commonwealth 

«f England Ou the lath of August he returned ta the 

Downs, and, September 28th, the hosule fleets again 

came to an engagement, in which the Dutch rear edmital 
‘was taken, and three other of then ships were destroyed 

‘Night put an end to the action, and thou,h for two daye 
‘the English maintauied the pursuit, the lightness and 
wucertamty of the wind picrented them fom again 
Cloning with the emery, who escaped into Goree After 
this buttle the drifting off detachments on diferent 
ser nae reduced the Koghah fleet m the Chauuel to 
fonty sail Wath thi fore Blake lay am the Diwns, 
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when Von Tromp agai stood over to the Enghah coast 
with exphty men of war Blake's epint was too high 
for hum to dechne the battle, even against these odds, 
fan act of unpradence for which he suffered severely 
An auction was fonght off the Goodwim hands, November 
29 ‘Iwo of tus sbips were talen, and four destroyed , 
the vest we1e so much shattered, that they wore glad to 
ron fur shcltrs wto the Shames Im tins action Blake 
was wounded m the thnh, bi coptan and 100 seamen 
were killed, most of the remainder of bis crew were 
wounded, and his ship was w shattered a8 to be un 
manageable lhe Dutch remained mastews ot tbe nar 
row neas, and Van fiomp, in an idle bavado, auled 
through the Channel with @ broom at bis mast bend, to 
amtumate that hi bad swept st clear of Enghsh ships 
However, neither tbe naton nor the admiral was of a 
temprr to wwbmit to tas meult, and great diligence 
having been wed tn refitting and reciuitm, the feet, 
Blake put to sem again in Februavy, 1654, with exgbty 
stops On the 18th he fell in with Van Tromp, with 
nearly equal farce, escorting a large convoy of mer 
thantmen up the Channel A running battle ensued, 
which vas continued during thiee consecutive days on 
the 20th, the Dutch ships, which, to suit the nature of 
thear coest, were built with a smaller draught of water 
than the Enghsb, obtained shelter in the shallow waters 
of Cala In thw Tong and obsunrte fight the Englab 
Jost one man of war, the Dutch eleven men of war, and 
thirty merchantmen, but the number killed a sard to 
have amounted to 1500 ou each wide, a Ines of lite of 
most toususl tmount xn naval bettics In this achon 
Bhike, for the rst tame, mide use of small arms, and 
had embarked a number of aoldicre who served as 
matines 

Another great battle took plae on the 34 and 4th of 
June, between Van Tromp and generals Deaue and 
Monk On the first day the Dutch had the advantage, 
‘on the second Blake arrived with a reinforcement of 
eighteen sail, winch turned the scale m faxour of the 
Logish Bad health then obliged bim to quit the sea, 
uo that he was not present at the great victory of July 
29 (the last which took plice during this war), im 
which Van Tromp was killed, but out of respect for 
Blakes services, the parhament, 1m presentag old 
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chasps to the admurals who commanded in that battle, 
gave one to him also When Cromwell dimolved the 
Yong parhament and amomed the office of motector, 
Blake though a bis principles a staunch republican, 
didnot refuse to acknowledge the new government 
Probably be expected to find the admmateation more 
energetic, and he 1s reported to have ssid to bis officers, 
“Team not our busmess to mnd state affars, but to keep 
foreigners from fooling vs He sat m the first two par 
haments summoned by the protector, who slwaya treated 
fam with great respect Nor was Cromwell acknow 
ledged sagacity m the choice of men at fault when he 
sont Bloke at the bead of a strong fleet uto the Medi 
tarranean an November, 1654, to uphold the honour of 
the Enghsh fag, and to demand reparation for alight 
and injuries done to the nation during that stormy penod 
of cavil war, when mternel discord bad made others 
ing agaunst Roghah veasela Such a musion could not 
have been placed in better hands When be arnved 10 
Cadiz Roads, he was received with every demonstration 
of respect by the Spanimids, and a Dutch admiral would 
ot wear Ins flag, while the English admnol remamned 
an the harbour also, an this occanon, one of his trans 

rts havmg separated from the fleet, fell in with the 

ench admiral and seven ships of war The admiral 
oadered bim on board, and after inquiring where flake 
lay, drapk bis health under a salute of five guns, and 
wished the captain a prosperous voyage From Cadiz 
Blake sailed to Malaga, and while he lay in the road of 
that port, he gave a noble instance of Ins regard for 
the honour of lus conntry, which deserves to be bere 
related Same cf hus seatncn goin, on chore met the 
host as at was carried 1 procession to a sick person and 
not only paid no respect to that object of Catholic devo 
tion, but ridiculed thowe that dia ‘The priest who carried 
the host, lnghly exasperated at this affront encomaged 
the people ta revenge themmelves, by falling on the 
sa:lois, and beating them severely When the salors re 
turned on board, they complained of thu treatment to 
the admiral, who immediately sent @ trumpet to the 
governor, to demand the priest who had been the author 
of this outrage The governor retarned for answei that 
be had uo power ove: an evclesiastic, and therefore be 
sould not send him Blake sent a second message to "1y, 
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that he would not enter into the question, who had power 
Yo eend hun, but if the offender was not delivered up 
wathin three hours he woold destroy the town The 
ahalutants, alarmed st thus threat, obliged the governor 
to send the priest, who, when be came on board, excused 
Jumeelf to the admusal, by tepreseating the umproper 
Wehaviour of the sailors Hlake asewered bim witb 
auch calmness and composure, ‘that if he hed com- 
planed to bim of hus seamen, he would have punished 
them severely , for be would not suffer auy of bis men 
tw affront the establubed relizion of a place at which ho 
touched, but he blamed him for sattmg on a mob of 
bpaniaids to beat them, and that he would have hua 
and the whole world know, that none but an Engleh 
wan should chastve an Enghshman 

The duke of Tuscany and the Order of Malta made 
compunsatzon for injuries done to Engleh commerce, 
apd the piratical states of Algiers and inpoh were ter 
nified into submnsion, and promised to abstain from 
further depredations "The dey of Tunis alone rented, 
and in answer to Blake's demand of satisfaction for the de 
Predations cowmutted on the English commerce, replied, 
* Here ate our castles of Golletta and Porto Ferino. 
we do not fear you, you may do your wot’ Blake 
tmmcdiately entered the bay of Porro Feripo, and brought 
Ins squadion up within musket shot of the fort, which 
he canuonaded #0 brokly, that it was soon reduced to a 
dofeuceloon tite The admiral then ordered the boats of 
the Acet to be manned and armed, and, boldly entermg 
the harbour, they boarded and burnt nine of the pirate s 
capital sinnps 

Ihe dey soon after sued for peace, which the admual 
granted on terms bighly honourable and advauta,eous 
to the Fnglish maton Blakes Joss in Gus sevice 
amounted to twenty fixe killed and foity wounded 

On the breaking out of war between Spam and Eng 
land im 1636, Blake was sent with a feet ot forty sail to 
Plorkade Cadiz, m order to intercept then .alleous, 
which sersice was performed im hia absenct, Ly a save 
ran under the orders of commodme Stayner In the 
following year havin, obtained intelugenve that another 
Plate fleet had put ito the ha:bour of Santa Crus in 
the teland of Tenenfl, he ummediately proceeded thither, 
and on lus anival dnwuvered the palleona, 11 m nun 
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ber, with ten other vewels, Iymg im the port, befine 
which a boom was moored. ‘The port itself was well 
fortified, being defended by 2 strong castle well «upphed 
‘with arfillery, and seven forts, umted by @ ine of com 
munication, manned with musquetcers. The Spanish 
governor thonght the place <0 secure, and bis own dis 
Positions so excellently made, that when the master of a 
Dutch ship demred leave to sail, because he wan appre 
hensive that Blake would attack the ships, the Spaniard 
answered him confidently, ¢ Get you gone, xf you please, 
and let Blake come sf be dare* Tho admual, after re 
connortring the position of the enemy and their means 
of defence, and seeing the rmpractiesbihty of brineing 
them off, called a council of war, at which it w 
solved to attempt destroying the ships Commodore Stay- 
uer, who bad been go successfal in the preceding yp ir, 
wae inerusted to lead thy bold and 
With @ stall squadron he forced bi pastage into the 
‘hay, while some other ships keptup a distant cannonade 
on the castle and fort, and the wind blowing fresh into 
the bay, he way soon supported by Blake and the 1¢- 
maumnder of the fect The Spaniards made a brave re 
mstauce, but all their efforts were unavailing, and they 
ad the mortéication to see ther whole feet destenve 
When the action was over, the wind veered a few 
points, which enabled Blake to get out of the tay with 
very little dama_e, and Ins total lovs in this severe and, 
hazardous service amounted only to forty eubt men 
Killed, and about one hondied and twenty wounded. 
‘When the news of this sucews reached England, the 
parhament rmmediately voted Blake a ring of the valae 
of fie hundred pounds, but it 1 probable he bad not 
the satisfaction of receising this toLen of bie country’s 
gratitude, for he died a few weeks after, on the 17th of 
August, on board the St George, just as she was entermg, 
Plymouth sound He died m the fifty muth year of hn. 
age, and Cromwell, to testify his soriow for br 
‘caused bis body to be burted with extiandinary magn 
fuence m Westramster abbey The ems) of Cluendon 
has left the following portrait of this mieat commai der: 
“That he was the first man that declmed the old track, 
and made it manifest, that the science pugbt be 2° 
tained im lest time than was imarmed, and desprnd 
those rales which had been long mm practice, to keep bis 
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ship and men oat of danger, which had been beld m 
former times a pont of gieat ability and circumspection, 
as sf the princapal art requisite m the captain of a ebsp 
had been to be sure to come home safe again He was 
the first man who brought the slups to contemn castles 
on shore, which had ever been thought very formidable, 
and were discovered by bim to make a nowe only, and 
to frigut those who could be rarely bust by them. He 
‘was the first who infused thet proportion of courage 
into the seamen, by making them see by expenence 
what mighty things they could do if they were re 
soivid, aud taught them ta fight mm fire as well ss upon 
‘water and though he has been very well mmtated and 
followed, he was the frat that gave the example of that 
Kind of ‘naval courage, and bold and resolute achieve 
ments’ 





EORGE MONK, 


DUAE OF ALEFWARIx. 





1606-1660. 


‘Tas great commander, equally distinguished by land, 
At sea, and m the cabmet, was the son of Sir Thomas 
Monk, of Potherage, 10 Devonshire, and born on the 6th 
of December, 1608 | His father having impoverished his 
estate, intended lus son for the profession of arms, that 
he micht acquire a fortane by hu sword He entered 
the service of bis coantry 1m a naval capacity, which 
was occanoned by the following accident In the frat 
year of hus reign, Charles 1, who then had m view o 
war with Spaa, came down to Plymouth to inspect 
naval preparations, which were going forward in that 
port The father of Monk wished to pay his duty to the 
King, but the feat of being arrested for bus debts led 
Jnrm to send bis son George to the under sheriff of Devon 
Mure, with a considerable present, and entreating bus 
Protection from affiont on so extraordmary an o.casion 
a8 his attendance on the king. The sheriff accepted the 
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Present, and promised compliance with his request, but 
soon afte having recerved a larger sum trom one of 
Is creditors, he pubbely arrested tam Young Monk, 
greatly exasperated at the disgrace of bus father, and 
at the dishononrable conduct of the under sherfi, wast 
ed upon hun at Exeter, and after expostalatng with 
hum to no effect, he caned him so heartily, as to leave 
‘ann in po condition to follow kim This adventure, 
which happened 1 the seventeenth year of bis age, 
obliged Monk to sbscond, and shortly after he went on 
Board the fleet which sailed for Cadix, under the com 
mand of lord Wimbleton 

‘When he was of age, he went over to Holland to per 
fect himself 1a the art of war, and w s present at several 
Dattes and meges, but recaving what he conceived to 
be an affiont fiom the price of Orange, he quitted the 
service of the States General, and never saw the Dutch 
after avn friend On bis return he found bu country 
mayvolved 1m the confusion of civil war, and possesing 
A spinit too achive to 1¢main neutral at so important a 
orinis, he accepted 2 commmmon as heutenant colonel in 
the army which was seut to Ireland to suppress the dis 
turbances which had onsen in that country He re 
tnrned to England in 1648, and was appomnted by the 
king major ge teral of the Irab brigade, but beng soon 
after taken prisoner by the paihamentary forces, he was 
earned to the Tower, where he remammed several yeare 
am confinement, and was not releared unbl the total ran 
of the royal party 

Aa the natme of this work will not allow of a detail of 
‘Monk a exploits by land, it must be sufficient brie@y to 
mention, that be was employed im the republican army 
wider Cromwell, and soon became one of bis most die 
tinguished offcers In 1653, on the death of colonel 
Popham, he was 1ppointed, at the age of forty fre, one 
of the admirals of the fleet, and commanded, along with 
Deane, in the great battle on the third and fourth of 
dune, with the Dntch fleet under Van Tromp In 
this Abt one of the first broadmdes kitled the brave 
admiral Deane, whose body was almost cut m two by 
a chain shot, at that tne a new invention, and gene 
ailly ascribed to De Wut Monk 1 reported to have 
iatantly covered the body with his cloak, lest the 
appettance of at should depress the spints of hu crew, 
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and having ercoaraged the men to do their duty, he 
conlly ordered it to be removed ito bis cab.n The 4 
tion contmued two days with great fury, and term 
ated sm the total detent of the Dutch with great los 
fonk 








bie gree 
rival,¥an Tromp The fleets met on the avenmg of the 
29th of Jaly following, bat the weather puving vey 
stormy on the following day prevented the fmual decisnn 
of the combat until the let, when the Dutch recersea 4 
reinforcement of twenty five large shipe The ft,,ht ca 
tinued for eight hours, and terminated 1n the total defeat 
of the Dotch, with the loss of twenty five abips and the 
death of thei: gallant adwiral, which so discouraged the 
Datch aa to induce them to conclude a peace upon my 
terms * For these important services Monk was hibly 
caressed by Cromwell, wha, at a public feast given by 
the uty of London on the 23th of August, put a gold. 
chain round the aduurals neck, and requned nm to 
‘wear xt dorpg the entertainment On the conclusion of 
the Dutth war, Monk was epponted commandum 
chief of the forces in Scotland, where be remamed till 
th of Cromwell, when, entering England at the 
veteran army, he became the prime instrament 
of the restoration of Charles If 
Chaites landed at Dover on Friday. May 25, 1000, 
‘aud was received by Monk, not with the asvumed pide 
of 8 man who hed bestowed a kingdom, but with the 
Hecent and humble demeanour of a subject who came to 
Pay his duty to hus soveragn Two days after he wis 
made a kwiabt of the garter, and om the 12th of June be 
was created dule of Albemarle, moter of the horse 
and one of the lords of the kang’s bed-chamber Hc bal 
also a penmon of seven thousand pounds a year settld 
on lum, and the house of commons, to shew their 1¢ 
spect, attended nm in a body to the door of the house 
of lords when he went to take his seat 
In the early part of the first Dutch war, whut 
broke out in 1663, he was charzea with the admanistr > 
aon of the admuralty at home, whilc the duke of Yok 
© Donk Wd in hus fleet a caneuderable number of <hupe bared f¢ 1mm 
the merchants, sod, before tbe hght commenced, he sh hed toe com 
tmanders 3g arhvother «hi, taper ins sahipg uv enero 


thew owners properie feat feliy sinwered bie Uype ath, 
forse ips in bie ek Uchated wi mote gulinatey a 
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commanded at sea, but that prince reusning hut com 

mand, the dake of Albemarle was sent for by the Ling, 
and pressed to accept the appomtment of admu if of the. 
fleet, am conjunction with prince Rupert The duke 
Be,ged a day toconsiéer of this proposal, m which time 
‘he consulted wath his friends, who were of opimon that 
he ought not to accept the command at his advanced 
age, lest the great reputation which he had acquired 
might be lost by the fate of a single battle The dute 
‘thanked them for their consideration for bie person and 
chiricter, but at the same time added, ‘ These were out 
of the case, that he valued neither farther than they 
‘were useful to his country, and that he was determincd 
to obey the king # commands, mnco he was eure he either 
could accomphah thems or die in the attempt Ou these 
noble principles be accepted @ cotmmetion and at was 
‘no scones known that be was to command the fleet, than 
Bleat numbers of seamen entered from all quarters, 
because, ns they expressed themselves, * they were 
sue honest George (for +0 they called the duke) would 
seo them well fed and justly pad’ 

Prince Rupert sailed to the westward to prevent the 
Fietich fleet from coming to the assistance of the Dutch, 
and the duke of Albemarle, with not more than fifty sx 
sal, went into the Northsea On the Ist of June he 
discovered the Dutch fleet, conmstmg of about seventy 
sux sail, under De Ruyter and Van Tromp the younger, 
and, notwithstanding ths disparity of force, instantly 
bore down upon them with the utmost tiavery The 
action soon began, and was supported with great resola 
tun oa doth mdes anbi mght separated the combatants 
‘The intrepid conduct of Sir Jobn Harman, who com 
manded the Henry m this engagement, deserves parti 
culariy to be noticed Hu ship being surrounded and 
assatled from all quarters by the Zealand squadron, 
admirel Evertzen, who commanded st, hasled and offered 
jum quarter, to which the brave officer rephed, ‘No, 
mz, it 18 not come to that yet’ The next broadside 
killed the Dutch admrat, by which means therr squa 
drou was thrown into confusion, and obliged to quit 
‘he Henry Three fire ships were now sent to burn her, 
one of them grappled her starboard quarter, but the 
smoke was too thick to discern where the grappling 

F 








%6 NAVAL HISTORY 


ana bavmg ercouraged the men to do ther dett, he 
conity ordered xt to be 1cmoved ito hus cabin Tae at 
tion continued two days with meat fury, and terms 
mated in the total defeat of the Dutch with great los- 

‘Monk obtamed great reputation on thisoccanon, which 
was further tcreased by another conflict with hie gett 
rival, Van Tromp The fleets met on the evening of the 
29th of July following, bat the weather proving v.15 
stormy on the following day prevented the fmal decision 
of the combat until the Slat, when the Dutch received 1 
reinforcement of twenty five large siups The fight con 
tinued for enght hours, and termsnated an the total defeat 
of the Doth, with the lose of twenty five ships and the 
death of then gallant admiral, which so discouraged the 
Datch as to mduce tim to conclude a peace upon my 
terms * For these uportant services Wonk was highly 
caressed by Cromweil, who, at a public feet piven by 
the aty of London on the 25th of August, put a gol 
chain Tound the admuals neck, and required him to 
wom it during the entettamment On the conclusion nf 
the Datch war, Monk wes appointed commande: in 
chief of the forces in Scotland, where he remained till 
the death of Cromwell, when, entering Englond at toe 
‘heud ofa veteron army, he became the prune mstrument 
of the restoration of Charles I 

Charles tfanded at Dover on Friday, May 25, 1600, 
and was received by Monk, pot with the assitmed pride 
of a man who had bestowed a Kingdom, but with thi 
decent and humble demeanour of » subject Who came to 
Pay his duty ta mis sovereign Two days after he was 
m mirbt of the garter, and on the 1%th of June he 
was created dube of Albematle, mrster of the hose 
and one of the loids of the king's bed-chamber Hu bad 
alsa & penmon of savem thousand pounds = year seth d 
on lum, and the house of commons, to shew their 1. 
spect, attended hum in a body to the door of the house 
of lide when he went to take bis seat 

In the early part of the first Dutch war, wiih 
broke out 1 1664, he was charged with the admunisti 
tagn of the ndouralty at home, while the dute of York 
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commanded at ea, dat that prince renming his com 
mand, the duke of Albemarle was sent for by the king, 
and pressed to accept the appomtment of admuyal of the 
fleet, am conjunction with punce Rupert ‘The duke 
deaged a day toconnder of this proposal, wm which time 
he consulted with his friends, who were of opmmon that 
Re ought not to except the command at Ins advanced 
age, lest the great reputation which be had acquired 
mght be lot by the fata of a single battle The duke 
thanked them for ther conside.ston for bia person and 
character, but at the same time added, ‘These were out 
of the case, that he valued neither farther than they 
were useful to his county, and that he was determmed 
to obey the king s commands, mnce he was sure he eithot 
could accomplish them or die in the attempt On thew 
noble principles he accepted a commucion and it was 
no sone: Lnown that he was to command the fleet, than 
Qteat numbers of seamen entered from all quarters, 
"becuse, as they capreesed themselves, ‘ they were 
sure honest George (for +o they called the duke) would 
seo them well fed and justly paid” 

Prince Rupert auled to the westward to prevent the 
Trench feet from comung to the assistance of the Dutuh, 
and the duke of Albemarle, with not more than fifty mx 
sal, went mto the Northsea On the ist of June he 
discovered the Dutch fleet, consuting of about seventy 
sux sail, under De Ruyter and Van Tromp the youngei, 
and, notwithstanding this &spanty of force, instantly 
bore down upon them with the utmost Mnavery The 
action soon began, and was supported with great resol. 
tion on both aides unbl might separated the combatanta 
The intrepid conduct of Bir John Harman, who com 
‘manded the Henry in this engagement, descres part: 
cularly to be noted Hus ship being surrounded and 
ammnled from all quarters by the Zealand squadron, 
admiral Evertzen, wha commanded 1t, hailed and offered 
ium quarter, fo winch the brave officer rephed, ‘ No, 
mr, at a6 not come to that yet’ The next boadsde 
Lulled the Dutch admiral, by which means then squa 
dron_was thrown into confunon, and obhged to quit 
the Henry Three fire ships were now sent to bun her, 
one of them grappled hei starboard quarter, but the 
wmoke was too thick to ducern where the grappling 
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arons had hooked, until the blave busst cut when the 
boatawain resolutely jumped on board, disentencled the 
irons, and matantly rocovered his own slip Scarcely 
‘was this effected before another fire ship boarded her on 
the larboard mde, the eails and rigging taking tire, de 
struction seemed imesstable, and wany of the crew threw 
Yhematives soto the ea upon which Sir Jobn Haman 
Grew bissword, and threatened to kill any one who should 
quit the sip At Iength the exertions of the remamng 
crew extmushed the flames Sir John Harmen, al 
though bus Teg was broken, continued on dech mviny 
directions, and sunk arother fre ship which was beams 
down upon bin In this ersppled state he got into 
Haiwuh, avd repaired the damages hus slip had sus 
‘tayned m time to shave in the succeeding actons 
During this day’s engagement the English fleet suffered. 
severely, and two of their ships wee tiken ‘The might 
‘was spent im repairing damages on both ades, and the 
next morning the duke of Albemazle held » counuil uf 
‘war, the members of which he nobly addremed to the 
following effuct, ‘If we had feared the number of our 
enemies we should have fled yesterday but, thouch we 
are tensor to them in ships, we aie an all things else 
aupenor Force gives them courage , let us, if we need. 
tt, boriow resolution fiom the thouchts of what we base 
formerly performed Let the enemy feel, that though 
ur fleet be divided, our spint i» entue At the worst, 
at will be more honourable to die bravely hese on our 
own element, than to be made spectacles to the Dutch 
To be overcome 15 the fortune of war, but to fly 1 the 
fashion of cowards Let us teach the world that Enzhsh 
men had rather be acquamnted with death than fear In 
consequence of this generous speech, the encagemont 
was revewed, and continued til! mght, when the Boglsh 
fleet had sutfered so soverely from the supeuior force of 
the enerny, that a retreat became expedient Thu was 
performed the ncat day with great piudence and honour, 
and in the evenmng the <quadron under prince Rupert 
reyormed the fleet. This accession of strength enabled the 
uke acamm to offer the Dutch battle On the 4th, at 
eight in the morning, the attack wae made, and aupport 
ed with greater wiclence and reaclation than before, and 
the acon continued with unremuted ardour until sesen 
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am the eveming, when 1 thie fog put om end to th 
dre ultat aud bloody contest, cach fleet retir3ug to 2ts.0% 
shove, and claxming the hononr of victory 

The Dutch, as imight have been expected fiora then 
superior numbers, ecem to have had the advantege They 
Tost fifteen ships, and had twenty one of then captains 
Killed, and foe English lost sixteen ships, ten of which 
were sunk, and mx taken, and between five and wx 
thousand men hulled and wounded Aa a proof of the 
high opimon the enemy hela of ther valour the pen 
moner de Wi't as reported to have sand after the battle, 
‘If the Enghvh ase beatew, their defeat did them mare 
honour thi all their former victones, their own fleet 
could never have been brought on after the first day & 
fight, and he beheved none bat the English could, and 
ail the Dutch bad discovered was, that Eaghehmen m,ht 
be Lilkd, avd Bewleb whips bunt, but that Engl 
coma,e Was invincible 

After thia severe contest both parties returned to their 
Ports to repant their bosses, and to prepare for another 
tral of suencth Monk, havin, refitted bis shattered 
slips with the utmost expedition, and being also ren 
forced by some which had not been in the 'ate action, wa« 
enabled to put to sea on the 39th July, aad on the 25th 
Summed 4 most «1,,nat victory over bis former antagonist 
de Ruyter, having taken or destroyed upwards of twenty 
ships of war The consequences of this success were 
greater than the victory rteelf, for st was immediately 
followed by the destraction of a Dutch convoy, coumsting: 
of two ships of war, and upwards of one hundred and 
fifty werchantmen, lying witha the islands of Uhe and 
Schelling The English flect retarned mto port 1 the 
muddle of August, and the dubs af Albemarle quitted bus 
command with the greatest eclat 

From this time the duke of Albc marle retired from the 
fabgoes of naval hfe, but he coutinued to enjov, without 
diminution, the confidence of his sovereign and the af 
fection of his country When the Dutch fleet cated up 
the Medway, and burnt several of om ships of war, in 
June 1667, he commanded the forces an shore aud waa 
exceedingly mstrumentai m rendering that bold attempt 
of the enemy feos hustfnl than xt threatened to be 

Tt was on this occasion, when exposing bunself to the 
Greatest dan..r toset anexample to his men,that hc made 
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the celebrated reply to one of ins aticndants who remon 
atrated with bam on the danger hevan * Sir,if Thad been 
afraid of bullets, { should bave qartted the tiade of 1 
eoldser long ago This unflmcling bravery was also dis 
played by bis captains, and st 18 deserving of bemg re 
‘corded that, on thus same occasion, captarn Douglas of 
the Royal Oak, a first rate, bad recerved orders to defend 
Ins chip to the last extremity, but never to retire, and 
thorefore, when bis ship was act on fire, he chose rather 
to pers in ber than to gait his station m tha Medway, 
naymg hey o.caily, ‘a Douglas was never known to quit 
tia post’ The duke of Albemarle had been in the previ 
ous May xppornted first commusmoner of the treasury, 
so that at one time he was general and commnder in 
ccf of the land forces, jornt admiral of the fleet, and, 
prime minister Thit great man was very ready to <e1ve 
Ins country when called upon, and hke an lustrous 
commander of our own day (the duke of Wellington) he 
discharged his vanous dates with a moderition aud 
mmpleity which obtained the admiration of cvery one 
Yhs vast and long continued exertions both of body and 
mind soon after this tome induced a rapid and premature 
decay, and obliged Inm to retire from public life 

affing every asnstance of medicine, he died on tI 
of January, 1669, mn the sixty second year of his aj 

Tn bie person Monk was stropg and well made of » 
good aspect, and very able to endure fatigue The ad 
vantages he derived from nature were much improved 
by his manner of hyimg He rose early, waa abaternious 
in bis det, amd ured mach exercise When im power 
he gave audience without distiucton to all who demred 
it, and was remarkably sohecstous to dispatch poor men 
affuars without subjecting them tothe moonvemience ot 
delay. He was an enemy to all oppression mn the service, 
and used frequently to say, that his officery should hay 
Power to commend and protect hia men, but not to ty 
Fantso over them or to 1Il mse them 

He was, however, a strict obseiver of discipline, of 
which he gave a conspicuous instance at the conclunon 
of the frat Dutch war im Cromwells time The seamen 
came m crowds to the mavy office, to demand their puze 
money he told them that there were one thousand five 
hundred ships to be sold, and whem they weie disposed 
of they should nave then money With this unser 
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thoy seemed satisfied , but m the afternoom they came 
armed to the number of between four and five thousand 
toward» Whitehall, Monk, when 1m company with Crom 
well and some other officers, met them at Charing 
Cross, and after much expostalation he drew bus sword, 
and wounded several of them, upbrading them with 
not depending upon his word, who hed never broken it, 
‘Whws had such an effect upon the seamen that, for 
getting ther former fury, they remed peaceably, and 
the end then demands were punctually dascharged. 
‘The character of this great man having been already 
1d by the narranve of hus actions, 1t 
cary to add any general gulogium apon 
Thus character 1a private hfe he was no less worthy 
than we have seen bim tobein pubhe ase frend mn 
‘cere, as a parent affectionate, and as a husband 1¢ 18 uf 
ferent to way, that the grief oveasioned by his death 90 
affected hu as to ocvasion her death on the 
Hos rewuns were bonoared with 
a pubhe fanerat, which was attended by tho prinapal 
nobility and oficers of the king « household, and interred 
‘on the 20th Apa, 1669, um Henry the Seventh a Chapel, 
‘Westamnster Abbey 
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EDWARD MONTAGUL, 
FARL oF saNpwicu. 
162s—172 


‘Tusa neble commander, whose bfe w 14 an uniform we) 
of pati stra and public smut, wd hus death worthy the 
most brroic courase, was the only surviving son of 
Sir Sydney Montague, and born an the 27th of July, 
162 He entered very early and warmly into the «. 
of the parliament, apd distmyuished himelf greatly a8 
‘a rubtery commander on various owasons dung the 
cual war When the royal authority was overthrown, 
he appears to have stood ingh un the estunation of Crom 
‘well who appaanted hem one of the admirals of the flect, 
and joined bim in command with Blake in the expidr 
tuon into the Mediterranean, m 1656 

He served ra all Cromwills naval wars with great 
nuccess and repatation, and on the death of the protectm 
was sent mto the Bale with a formidable fleet to com 
pose the differences between the northern powers After 
this expedition, susjucion fallung on him that be corre 
sponded with the exiled puuce, he wis removed from 
Jas command, and Lawson, who had the character of a 
stuct republ ted m hus atid Monta,ue 
vetired to bis estate m the coun rv, and on the tum whic, 
fans took on Monk s arrival from Scotland, he ope ily 
Joined the movement, and wan requested to resume the 
command of the fleet, ma shortly after sated over to 
‘Hol ind, wath the fleet appomted to convoy Charles I 
to Lagland For the active part he took 1m the resto 
ration, he was immediately on his roayesty's Fonding at 
Dover created « kuight of the gaiter, and on the 14th 
July following be was cieated baron Montazue, viscount 
Hinctundrooke, and eat] of Sandwich He was also 
sworn of the pury council, made master of the Ling 
wandrobe, ad niral of the narrow seas, and vice admiral 
tothe duke of Yosk, as lord high admiral ot kngland 
At bie jesty’s coronation the earl of Sandwich cunied 
St kdward’ssta®, aud was now looked upon as one ot 
The Lin, 8 oMepal rameter, 25 welll ax the person 
nefly intiusted with the care of the fet 

In ool Le was apporoted admin d and commander in- 
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chief of ail et auut to chastise the Algennes and to oc 
<upy Tangiers from thence he repaired to Lasbon where 
taking the infanta, the intended queen of England, on 
board, be brought her safely to England im May, 1603 
Fror this time he »as unemployed till the breaking out 
of the Dutch war, im 2664, when be was sent with a fleet 
to watch the motions of the enemy In 1605 he com 
manded the blue squadron under the dake of York, and 
captured one hundred and thuty sa of the Bourdeaux 
fleet of merchantmen 

in the great battle fought on the 3rd of June, 1665, 
where the Dutch lost their sdmiral Opdam, and bi 
eghteen men of war taken and fourteen destroyed, the 
chief honour of the victory was justly given to the earl 
of S.ndwich, who about noon broke the centie of the 
Dutch fleet with bu squadron, and threw the enemy into 
such confusion and duorder as brought on @ general 
fight Most writers are of opimon, that of this victory 
had been followed up with vipcur, the Dutch fleet would 
have been totally ruined, and this neglect was ascribed 
to the duke of York, who, baving retired to rest, ordered 
In captain (0 shorten sail, by which means the shattered 
iemarns of the Dutch fleet efficted thetr escape unto their 
own harbours 

‘On busroturn the king received him with dishogumshed 
‘marks of favoar, andthe duke of Youk « conduct being: 
much censured, he retired from the fleet The earl of 
Sandwich » conduct 1 the same engagement pointed 
hrm out aaa proper person to aucceed the duke, but the 
court thought thts would imply too marked a dutapproba 
thon of the prince's bebaviour, and thervfore the earl, 
unetead of beins apponted to the feet, was sent on an 
embamy to Madnd, to negotiate a pence between the 
crowns of Spam and Portugal The enmment character 
of lord Sandwich contnbuted greatly to the success of 
is missin be was recerved with unbounded respect 
by the court of Spain, and that of Portugal placed the 
most perfect rchance on bis firmness, mtegiity, and abi 
lue. He remained in this employment, with Ingh 
hhonaw to bimselt and to ins country, for upwards of 
twelve months, and having ut levgtb settled affans to 
the satifiction of all partes, he returned to England in 
September {GtA and was received by the king and tha 
duke of York with signal maike of approbation 
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Jbe knghsh sttlements in America and the West 
Indie flounshed exceedingly et tus me, and ther 
tommerce sas highly advantageous to the mother 
country, wbub induced the Eing to msbtote a board for 
the government and regulaton of all matters relative to 
trade and plantations The earl of Sandwich was placed 
at the head of thas board, as the person best scquanted 
of any im the king » councils with maritime and com 
aneretal affairs, and this gave general satusfacton to the 
public 

On the death of the duke of Albemarle, the earl of 
Sandench aucceeded tum im the confidence and affection 
Ut the Mest The seamen regarded hum with veneranon 
a» thew fatber and protector, the officers looked up to 
Jum wrth attachment and respect, 2s their just and dts 
Gnminanng patron In the sunt sense of the word, he 
‘was the seman s friend. It was 0 settha maxim with 
Jnm, that in the preferments of the navy no other gnali 
fiaton shonld be requied than we wan's indivadual 
mont, and he ationgly repiobated the practice of grant 
ang promotion to persons who had nothing to recommend 
them but their relation to peers, or mterest at cout 
‘Ibis rendered him the rdol of his profession, and justly 
endeared hrm to all ood men who bad the (ue mterest 
of their country at heart 

On the breaking out of the second Dutch war, m 
1072, the earl of Sandwach went to nea with the duke of 
York, aud commandod the blue division, the white was 
coumanded by a French admual, count 4 Eatroes, for 
the French then happened to be our allen ‘Ibe ficet 

mut to sea early m May, 1672, and on the 28th of the 
me month being muchored «ff Southwould, Dunwich 
and Aldborough were unexpectediy suprised by the 
sudden appearance of the Dutch fleet Ibe English 
smmediately cut or shpped then cables, and put to sea 
‘The earl of Sandwich in the Royal James, mouaung 100 
tung, and carrymg 809 mez, ld the yan, and com 
menced thi action with a farious attack on Van Ghent 5 
squadron, but being all supported by many of the ships 
of his own division, be was left almost surrounded by 
the enemy Just at this tme the Dutch admral was 
Xafled, and thus ship being mach duebled shecred of 
Anothtr Dutch man of war, the Great Holland, of 60 
sups, observing the shuttered state of the Royal James, 
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Altempted to board her with three fie slupe, wluch she 
sunk, and dwsabled the man of war that coveted them 
‘At length a fousth fire sbip boarded her on the quart: 
Bath more success, and the skip was soon im finmes 
‘The eal, previous to gowg into action, had expressed 
his determmation to defend hue ship to the last extre 
muty When he peicetved that rt ws imposaitle to 
vave the ship, he begged bis captain, Sir Richard 
Haddock, who was almost the only surviving officer, and 
the crew, to get ito the boats and ‘themselves, 
declaring that he would be the last man to gmt the 
sip Many of the seamen, however, with a noble du 

dain of death, that ought never to be forgotten, refa 
to levve then admual, and the ship blowing up soom 
after they perwhed with him Thus nobly foil, with vil the 
Incrow? of ancient Rome, the eai] of Sandwich, m the 
Tith yew of hu age His body was foaud at sea near 
a fortm,ht afterwards, wd the Ling honomed bis re 


‘uns Wath a pabhe funeral, which 1» thus described 12 
the Gazette 











«Has wich, June 10, 1012 


“Liny day the body of the nght honouratle Zdward, 
Carl of S iwdaich, bewwg, by the order upon Lis coat, dis 
coveted flouting on the sea by one of his ketches, and 
bromplt int this port where Sir Chrrles Littleton the 
_VernGr receiving tt, took ummediate care of ite em 
bunung ind honourable disposmg, oll Ins mwestys 
Lisasure should be Known concering it For the 
obtamsa of winch, hie mayesty was attended at White 
hull the next day, by the master of the sad vessel, who, 
by Sun Charles Littleton s ordei, was sent to present his 
myuty with the George found sbout the body of the 

d earl, which 1emuned at the time of ite taking up 
im every pait unblemished, saving some impressions 
mai by the fre upon ine face and breast Upon which 
Wis myesty, out of ns princely regard to the great 
4 servings of the said earl, and ts mnexampled por 
Frmance 10 thir act of lus life, bath resolved to have 
lua boly brought up to London, there at lus charge to 
avetive the rites of funeral due to In» gevat quality and 
mont 

The ewl of Saniwich s body being taken aut of one 
«F lus my sty» yuhts at Depttord, on the drd of July, 
Fa 
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1ts2 aud lad m the mot solemn manner in a sump 
tu rus barge, procucded by water to Westminster brid_e, 
attended by the ing + berges, ins 10521 bighness the 
duke of Yor. s, a» also with the several barges of the 
nobihty, lord mayor, and the seseral companies of the 
city of London, adorned suitably to the melancholy 
occasion, with trmmpets and other muse, that sounded 
‘the deepest notes On passing by the Tower, the great 
guns there were discharged, as well as thovo at White 
Dull, and about five ocluk in the evenmg the body 
bomg taken out of the batze at Westminster bndge 
there was a procesmon to the Abbey chuck, with the 
In,hest magmsficence Eight earls weve assistants to hi 
son dward, earl of Sandwich, chief mouiner, aud most 
of the nobility and persons of quality in town gave them 
auuatance to his interment in the dnke of Albemarle « 
vault im the north side of King Hemy the beventh s 
chapet, where his remama aie deponted 








After this account of the respect sliwn by bis nove 
reign to his remains, it may not be improper to eubyon 
some mstances of the tiibute paid by Ulustrious persons 
to ks memory The duke of Buckingham, who ww 
Inmself 1 the engasement, concludes ins account of the 
battle mm these terma ‘The enemy had no auccems to 
oust of, except the burning our Royal James which, 
having on board her not only a thousand of our best 
men, bat the lof Sandwich himself, vice admiral of 
Abngland, was enough almost to style 1t a victory on 
then mde, «nce hi» merit as to sea affairs was moat 
extraordinary im all kinds’ Bishop Parker, in hy his 
tory of those times, speaking of the battle, says, ‘The 
any volnnteers, and ten captains of ships, 
were the earl of Sandwich, and Ingby, 
‘ton to the earl of Bristol, who, almost lane, fought with 
the third aquadron of the Dutsh yet, at length, when 
Digby was chot through the heart, and the ship that he 
ommanded was bored through with innumerable shots, 
the seamen with difficulty brought her into the harbour, 
but Sandwich, having maerably shattered seven of ther 
slips and beat off three fire ships, at length being over 
powered with numbers, fell a sacifice to ins comutry” 
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SIR EDWARD SPRAGGL. 


bigp IN 1673 


Lire 1s Lnows of the emly kistory of this great com 
mander, who, like the eatl of Sandwach, lost lus fe 1 
the service of ins country. In tho first engagement 
wath the Datcb after the 1estoratin, om the 3rd of June, 
1665, Le commanded a sinp, and behaved so gallantly in 
the action, thit on tbe return of the fieet to port, he 
received the honour of kmghthood He was hkewise 
present at tho four days’ suueanve engayewents in 
Tune, 1666, where he was particularly noticed by the 
duke of Albemarle and in the bittle which was fou.ht 
ou the 2ith of July, he cared a flag under Sur Jeremiah 
‘Smith, admural of the blue squ idron, who engaged Van 
Tromp, shattered hus vice admiral, 90 that he was obhiged. 
to hau} out of the tine, and hating also dusabled the 
ship of the rear admunal, and iulled st, commander, 
contributed grcatly to tbe glory of that day When the 
Dutch attempted to burn the ships at Chath»m, he was 
antasted to defend the fort of Sheerness, attached by 
J thouch it was unfinished, bis garrinon 
ad the place in no condition to make an 
effcctuil resrstance, he defended lumeelf till 1t would 
have been an act of 1usbness to have expored his gat 
nison any longer When he found st mptactcable to 
render lite country any effectual service by land, he set 
Inmecif to collect a great 0 force as be vould by sea 
‘This amounted to no more than five figates, xeventeen 
fire ships und somo tenders—and with these, when the 
Dutch admiral Vin Ness came up the myer, after is 
attempt vpon Harwich, Sir Laward Spiagge gave lim 
Battle ‘The Aight was very unequal , but there boing at 
first Little or no wind, Sir Edward took advautige of 
that circumstance, and, by dexterously towing hi. ships, 
burnt cleven o twelve of their fire ships with the loss 
ofxof nsown ‘The wind at length freshening, he 
was obliged to shelter inmself fiom the enemy's su 
Perionty of force under the caunon of Tilbury Fort 

Ihe neat day the weather being favonrable, he acam 
attacked the Dutch, und by the skilful mapa,emet of 
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inns fire ships thacw them into suck diorder, that they 
were oblijed to retreat, and burn theit Inst fire =lnp to 
pravent ber being taken Sar Edward followed them in 
their retreat to the mouth of the river, where, being 
yomed by a remforument of fire ships fiom Harwich, 
he attempted to burn the vice admirel of Zealand and 
another large sup, and had so neatly succeeded in ns 
design, that many of thon cruw leaped overboard, and 
wers drowned Lhis was hi» last exploit dung that 
war 

In the sping of the year 1671, the complaints of th 
merchants agiust the covsure of Algiers obliged the 
Court to send a squadron into the Mediterranean, to 
chastise the mnsolence of these barbauana Sir Rdwad 
Spraggo was appointed to the command of this expe 
dition, which conmated ot five firnates and thee fie 
whups, and wax afterwards yomed by some other ships, 
which made his whole force amount to twelve veme 
On hus arrival in the Mediterranean, he 2ece:ved mtel 
agence that there were several Algerine men of war 
an Bugaa bay, on which he held » council of war, when 
at was resolved immodsately to attack them, but in con 
wequence of the state of the weather be could not at 
tempt st antl some days after In the mean time tho 
Algeries unrigged thei ships, and for then better #6 
catity made a strong boom with ther yards, topmasts, 
and cables, buoyed up wita casks, which the admiral 
was unable to prevent from the wind blowing asainst 
him, and, to add to his mortsfication, he lost anothe: 
of his fire slips thiough the negligence of her gunner, 
40 that he had now only one remamung, which drew too 
much water to enter that part of the bay where the 
Algerinen }y 

On the 8th of Way, Sir Edward directed the fire bp 
to be lightened, so that she might not draw above ext 
feet, and at noon a fine breeze sprngiug up, the admmal 
made the mgnal to. the ships of wa: to form in a ime 
and bear up mto the bay The wad falms them, 
they were not able to accomplish thus tll two in the 
afternoon, when the admiral came to an anchor im fout 
fathoms water,close under ther castle walls, whith con 
‘tinued to fire on them without intermission for two hours 
As svon as the ships ame to an anchor, Sir Ldwaid dis 
Pitched the beats uf the squadion to break the boom, 
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winch bung peformed, the fre sup was towed among 
the ccvzuiy, nd burnt with such auecens tat the whels 
Cf the Aljetime fleet was destroyed ‘This was a 
blow €> the Algeines, who had eqmpped this feet on 
purpo e to ght Sir Edward Spra_ge, furmshed at with 
their best brase ordnance, manned it with their choicest 
seamen, and given the command to old Terky, an officer 
At great reputation ‘This explost was accomplished with 
the loss of only seventeen men killed and foity one 
wounded, and added greatly to the renown of Sir Kd 
‘ward, as other admixals employed on the same service 
had met with very indifferent success against these 
puates 

oon after bus return from the Mediterranean, the 
second Dutch war broke out, and Sir Edward wor nn 
mediitcly appomted to a command He was present 
im the memorable battle of Salbay, om the 26th of May, 
1672, and dwtingwahed Limself 1 that engagement by 
smhing a Dutch stup of mxty guns After the dcath ot 
the cail of Sandwich, he was promoted tothe rank of ad 
ronal of the blue, and am the next battle which happeved 
with thy Datch, he fought Van Tromp seven bouts, forced 
Jum to slnft bus flag four tmes, and would have taken 
Inm, bad not De Ruyter borne down to his assstance 
In the second battle, Bir Ldward engaged Van Trowp 
apain, obhged h m to change hus ship twice, aud would 
inevitably have taken thus great Dutch commander, had 
‘not some of the ships of his squadion come to Ins rehef 

Inthe third battle, on August the 11th, 1673, Sir Edward 
‘jain siugled cut Van Tromp for hue antagomret He bid 
proved the king before he went to sea, that he would 
bung lnm Van Jramp alive or dead, or lose tus own lito 
am the attempt—s promise be too faithfully kept Thes. 
adnurals, indeed, seem to have had a nval ambition each 
to overcome the other, for they had constantly fought 
1m every buttle from the time that Sir Edward Spragge 
succeeded the earl of Sandwich, aud Van Tromp came 
tain to command the Dutch fleet m tht 100m of Van 
Guent Sir Edward was at fimt on poad the Royal 
Pinca, and attacked Van fromp m the Golden Laon, 
Wat after am action of ebout three hours, ia which the 
Dutch admiral avoided coming to a close engagenient 
Yu Fawaids ship was s0 disabled that he was obliged 
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to remove lus flag to the St George, a8 Van Tromp did 
at the same time to the Comet ‘Lhe Sght was then 
aenewed Letween them with greater azamosity than be 
fore. At length his second ship becomng disabled, Sir 
eeard judged at expedient to leave her, and to ,0 
on board the Bayal Charles, but the beat bad sraicelv 
rowed ten trmes it oun length from the St Genge 
‘when it was struck with a canuon shot, which mstautly 
sunk it, oud the admual and crew perished Hin death 
‘Was lamented by the whole conutry, and even by the 
Datch, who acknowledged hunto have been a ave man 
and a most valiant ava distinguiehed commande: Ht 
dutd as he had hved, am caample even tothe brave 





ARTHUR HERBER1, 


XAXL OF TORUINGION 


DIED IN 1716 


Wr now approach that memorable period of the Brtish 
history the Huvolution, of which great event admnal 
Herbert was one of the chicf instruments and promoters 
‘He was the son of Sir kawaid Herbert, attorney general 
to Charles I, and afterwards lod keeper of the great 
seal to Ghailes II when in ente Bewg bred to the 
ten, be was appomted heutenant ot the Defiance in the 
boginuing of the year 1686, acd in November following 
‘was promoted to the command of the Pembroke frigate. 
In this ship he Bad an early opportunity of disungunshing 
Inmself, for sathng soon after kus sppoitment to the 
‘Mediterranean, be there fell m with a Dutch frigate of 
supesiot force, and gallantly engaged her from two in the 
afternoon tli mght seperated them That his enemy 
rowhe not lore company m the might, captam Herbert 
veay spintedly honted 2 hght im the morning, how- 
eve, bie adversary wishing to declme all farther contest 
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bor. away, aud, bung the better euler of the two, made 
ls eacape into Cadiz Herbert also put into that port to 
refit, and the bottom of bi» ship beg very foul, shu was 
abged to be hove down to repar Winle she Lay im 
that defenccless state, the Dutchman made almost daily 
boasts of hua prowefs, and fired is gune1n defiance of 
the ko.hsh fngate When the Pembroke wan repaired, 
he put to sea, and captain Herbert immediately shipped 
luy cable, and stuod after Ina to engage A second 
combat enw d but the Dutch coptam finding he bad 
the wort of the engagement bore away again to Cadiz, 
and eff cted his retreat a second time into 4 neutral 
port by ms superionty of sang 

After thus gallant action captun Herbert returned 
with a convoy to England, and lost the Pembioke off 
Portivnd by runntng on board another ship of war but 
thus nusfor une did not Leep him Ion, without employ 
wen? for very soon after hw» arrival he wis appointed to 
the Constant Wuwick, and saled again to the Medites 
ranean La May 1671, he engaged during almost three 
days succumsely two Alperine frigates, and wauld 
have cupturvd thum had not lus ship been too disabled to 
purous them 

In 1078, he commanded the Rupert, of sixty four guns, 
and auled apain to the Mediterrenean, where on wany 
ov mions he parheularly distinguished himself agaunt 
the Barbary coisairs, and im an action with one of then 
abipt, of a force nearty equal to ina own, which be took, had. 
the mufortume to lose an eye Onthe return of Sux John 
Narborough to Enzland mm 1679, he succeeded to the 
comm ind 1u chief im the Mediterranean, and in the yeu 
following was rawed to the rank of sice admiral within 
the limits of thst staton His chef explmt in thie 
quarter, after he had obtained a flag, was the defeuce of 
the town of Tangier against a very powerful army of 
Moors, and 1m tlus service be proved hnmeclf a» brave 
and expert em officer by land, as he bad before shown 
Inmeelf by sea When it was resolved un the council at 
home to abandon Tangier, he was chaiged with the de 
melon of the pier and forbfications, which be per 
formed an effectually, that to the present day the Moos 
have never bein able to repay the harbour, ind the 
walls of the town ate hitle bitt r than 4 heap of 
ruins. Toa these seitices on the itd of Fubruay, 
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looJ, he was constituted rear admnal of England, and 
shortly after one of the conmmusioners of the admualty 

Qn the accesuon of James If admual Herbert was 
considercd one of the petsops most m favour with 
the new monarch, who caressed him greatly, and ap 
pomted kim master of the robes But this ,leam of cout 
Sunshine was soon overcast James was resolutely bent on 
anvadmg the ctv] and relgious liberton of hus subjects, 
aud Herbert, fiom principles of the purest patnouen, 
opposed his dougns He was particularly actye im Ins 
oppontion to the hing s favourite object of the repeal of 
the Test Act, which gave snub Iugh offence to the bigot 
tad prince, that James dimnsed lum fiom all his em 
ployments Soon after hus disgrace, Herbert retired to 
Holland, where le was recewed with much distinction 
by the prince of Orange, and became ono of his pts 
cipal contdants and advisers sn all the measures re 
specting the revolubon The States General contersod 
00 huw the command of theie fleet m winch station he 
proved himself deserving of then confidence 

On the 19th of October, 1688, the prince of Orange 
sailed fiom Helvoetsluys with a Hest of five hundied 
sail Adwiral Herbit commanded the van, the prince 
tho centre, beating the flag of Lngland and iis own 
‘aime with this motto, ‘Juul maintain the Protestant 
religuan, and the lebertws of Fgland,” the rear was 
comm indud by the Datch admit Evertven The day 
after the fleet sated, 2¢ encountered a violent storm, 
ind was oblized to retain to port On the st of Novem 
ber the fleet smiled azaim The prince intendei to have 
gone nothward, and to have landed im the Humber, 
but a strong east wind rendered tus mnpracticable He 
then steercd westward, and im a fozey day passod the 
Tu,lsh ficet, which lay at anchor in the Gun fleet, 
undiscerned, except a few transports which sailed in 
sight, while the English fleet Iny with thet yards and 
top masts down, and could not weigh their anchors 
on account of the violence of the wind On the 4th 
of November at noon it was sesolved, at & coun 
«lof war, that part of the ships should go into Dart. 
Mouth, and the rest into Torbsy but m the mght tho 
Pilots overshot them both, and it was them deteammed 
to sail on to Plymouth , but the wmd suddenly changing 
fimo cast to south corruted the crroi of the alots and 
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brought them back to lorbay, where the pune of 
Oran,e auspiciomly landed ob the Sth of November, and 
thus happilv terminated the naval part of this great aud 
glonous unde: 

Under the new government, which was establubed 
early in 1689, admnal Herbert was appomnted first com 
aumoner for execating the office of Jord tingb adunral, 
and .n the begianing of Apnl eniled with a forve con 
sisung of twelve sail of the line to oppose the French 
fleet under M Chateau Renaid, which had conroyed 
Aang James and kus army to Ireland His fleet was 
afterwards mereased to eighteen sail of the Line, two 
fuigates, a fire absp, and two or three small veascls On 
the 2ist of May the Enghsh admiral discovered the 
French fleet, conuating of twenty four sail of the Lne, 
at anchor in Bantry bay The French, as soon as they 
Pertened the English fleet, got under sail, and stood out 

4 1m a well formed line of dattle, both adimrals 
1G AD action with equal eagerness The fleets 
‘were soon warmly engaged, and continued so ull tre 
im the eveoing, when they mutually separated Tho 
enemy retired unto Bantsy day, and the Englsb fleet 
bore away for Scilly Admini Herbert contumued to 
‘ame far some time in soundings, in bopes of a rer 
forcement , but none arriving, he sailed to Portsmouth 
Wilham came down to visit him soon after his arrival, 
and notwithetanding bis ill success, which indeed was 
by no means rmputable to tam, but mgbt yustly be 
recirbed ta the miferiority of bis fleet, he created hrm an 
Faghsh peer by the utle of baion Herbert of Torbay aud 
carl of Lorrngton The fleet having been reinforced by a 
‘“quadion under admural Russel, and some Dutch shypa, 
and those vessels repaned which bad suffired most in 
the late action, the earl of Torrington proceeded to sea 
an the begmming of Joly But the French conunued 
a thet harboura dum, the remamder of the yest, 
and afforded bim no fresh opportunity of proving bis 
cour ine 

In the month of January following, he rengned bis 
post of first lord of the adroiralty, in consequence of 
some complaints in the hense of commons revpecting 
the mapa,ement of that Load, and was succeeded in 
hr office by the call of Pembroke and Montsomery, 
1 nobleman whose great populanty was thought most 
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Likely to alley the popular amour The ear? of Tor 
Tington, howevor, was sull conanued m the command 
of the fleet 

Durmg the winter, the French bad used their utmost 
exertions to render their marine superior 1 force to 
that of Lagiand, and with so much success, that in th 
month of Juue, 1090, they entered the Channel with a 
fleet of exghty four sul of the line, besides frigates, fire 
ships, and small vessels The utmott force that the ear! 
of Torrington could collect to oppoe thm formdable 
armament, consisted of fifty six sail of the Ime, Enghoh 
and Dutch ships Notwithstanding this great dispropor 
toa of force, the admiral continued to follow, preventing 
them by hus presence from the power of muchef, but 
wisely wishing to avoid an action tll lus flest shoald, 
by further reinforcements, acquire sufflient force to 
render conquest certain Thre was the state of things 
when an express amved from thr queen (then regent) 
commanding him instantly to engage He upmediately 
toni every step pradenceas well as bravery could suggest, 
to epsare all the success that could rensopably be hoped 
fn He convened all the flag offices, imparted to them 
Iu» orders, and prepared for bate At day break on tho 
morumng of the 30th of Jane, he made the mgnal for bi» 
fiect to fall anto line, and as soon as this was effected, 
he hore away for the enemy, and at erght o lock made 
the mgnal for close action The Freuch feet, com 
Tanded by the count de Tourville, prepared for the 
contest ‘herr fleet was ranged not as 10 usually the 
tare, 19 9 straight hne, butin x curve, generally called a 
halfmoon At nme am the moramg the wholt French 

et began the attach apon the Engheb blag and Dutch 
squadrons and the red or centre, commanded by the 
earl in pevon, being much separated, ooaswned a great 
opentng between the combined fleet» The French took 
advantage of this to surround the Dutch aud blue squa 
drons, which made a most gallant def.nce, and to save 
themselves from anrvitable destructon came to on 
anchor ‘The earl of Lorimgton observing the perilous 
situation of this part of ins fleet, bois down with several 
ships to their assistance, aud rescued them fiom the 
enemy 4¢ five in the afteroonn ut full calm, and the 
ebb tide matin, stiomg, the Englab feet anchoed 
‘The earl of Tornogton, on exammung the state of bin 
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Acet, tound that both itand the Duth bid «uffued 10 
anaterially, that no advantaye could be gained by ate 
newal of the action he therefore at mght weghed and 
stood tu the westward On the next day it resolved 1t 
@ counil of war, that it would be most advisable to pre 








serve the fleet by retreating, aud rather to destroy the dis 
abled ships than, by protecting them, to hazard another 
engagement The French fleet although it was driven 3 

continued to 


considerable distance down the Channel 
pursue the combined fleets The Anne, of 
Which was entirely dismasted, was forcet 
nem Rye bay, and destroyed Tho enemy also 
tempted to destroy a Dutch stip of sixty four guns, 
which was driven on shore, bat her commander de 
fended her with so much bravery, that he obhged them 
to desist, and she was afterwards got off, and arnved 
safe oa Holland The earl of Tornngton retreated into 
the uiver Thames, Ieavmg a few fngaten to watch th 
motions of the enemy, who remamed masters of the 
Channel Tourville stood to the westwarl, and anchored 
the French fleet im loibay, where it remained tll the 
5th of Anzust, when the wind shifting to the exstward, 
sailed for Brest The Engtish lost am this unfor 
tunato bate two ships and 350 men, the Dutch were 
such greater sufferers, lowng six ships of the line, two 
admirals, and a very considerable number of men 

Tho earl of Torrington was exammed bofore the privy 
council, and Justified his conduct with great firmness 
‘The council, however, committed hun pironer to the 
Tower, and directed an examination to be taken at Sheer 
ness relative to the causes of the Tate disaster Tt was 
soon xexalved to bring the admuzal to a trial, but a con 
siderable difhvolty arose as to the mauver of procvading 
The king was resolved that he should be tried by a conrt 
martial, but the eail friends maintaiaed that be ought 
to be ted by bis pear A duubt way also started as to 
the power of the lords of the aimnalty for though rt 
wae allowed that the Ind In.h admual of England might 
have inued a commusion for trying him, vet it Waa 
questioned whether any such authority was vested 1n the 
cmmisuouers of the admrrilty To remove this doubt 
4 new lew wit made decluatise of the power of the 
board of admuralty, ind as som asthe act pascd the 
commissioners .ate o1durs fol a court martial to be bold 
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on the earl of Torrington It assembled at Sheerness, on 
the 10th of December, on board the Kent frigate, and Sir 
Ralph Delavat, vice adwual of the blue m the engeze 
ment, was appomted prendeut The charge agamot the 
earl wat, that m the engagement off Beachy head, he 
had throw,h treachery or cowardice misbehaved sn his 
office, drawn dishonour on the British nation, and sactt 
fied our goad alhes, the Dutch Ihe admral defended 
‘humvelf with great clearness of reason, and ext aordinary 
composare of mad He took notce of the order of coun 
eal, winch obh ed them to fight against then own opinion, 
and without any probabihty of sucess He remayked 
the inequality betwcen the confederate and the French 
fleets, the former conmsting but of fiftysix and the 
latter having eighty two actually engaged He asserted 
that the Dutch were destroyed by then owa rashnet 
and that if be bad sustained them in the manuer they 
expected, the whole confederate feet must have been 
surrounded as they were He concluded bis defence 
‘usth saying, that bis conduct had saved the Enghsh 
fieet , and that he boped an Lnglub court martial would 
not aacrifice him to Dutch resentment After a full hear 
10g and strict examtmaton of the evidence on both aides, 
the earl was unanimously acquitted * 

fhe king, however, was so dissatisfied with this find 
ing of the court maital, that the next day he dismissed 
the earl of Torrim,toa from all tas employment This 1t 
lias generally been mmpposed was done to allay the resent 
meut of the Dutch for the los of then ships The von. 
uct of the hing has been censured a9 unworthy of his 
character, and ungenerons to one who bad so ably pro 
muted tus accession to the throne of Cnzland im place 
of protecting an able commander who was exposed to 
the malice of a faction, and to the mnitetrag fiolings of 
the populace, he encouraged the public discontent by the 
sanction of his authonty But the veteran commander 
had the comaze to withstand euch treatment, and the 
sitwtaction to hnow that he bad best consulted the mtur 
est of his country, by securing the safety of the kingdom 
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at a trifling a toss as had been sustumed an the lite 
‘unequal contest The French fleet ¥ 1s 20 disibled in the 
encounter us to be obliged to return to then ow ap it, 
without performing any service which deserves to be 
recuded Hts lordship after this event retired fiom 
public hfe, but continued to gre hus support to every 
mensure of gavernment which he considesed for the 
good of his country and whon he filt bound m con 
science to oppose it he alway rave bis reasons and en 
tered 1 formal protest He died on the 13th of Apul, 
1710, at an advanced age, without issu 





EDWARD RUSSEL, 
FARL OF onroRD. 
1092-1727 


Tur secoud great naval promoter and partisan of the 
revoluhon was Edward Rowcl the son of Ldward Ito 
tel, fourth son of the vail of Bedfmd and brother to the 
amable but unfortunate Iord Wilhiim Russel He pr 
baby entered the navy previous to the second Dutch 
‘war, at which time he was one of Sir ]dward Spra.ce 
hentewrmts , and in 1672 was advanced to the command 
of the Phoontx frigate After serving some time on the 
‘Mediterranean station, he commanded a ship of the Ime 
at home, but towards the latter end of the rein of 
Charles IT he appears to have withdrawn from the ser 
‘vice, and no further mention is made of him 5 a naval 
character until ater the rerolution 

‘When the arbitrary menuret of James 1 obhged 
many English persons of distinction to take refuge in 
Holland, Mr Russel was one of the exiles who repaired 
to the court of the prince of Orange, and soon reqmred 
hus confidence and friendstup After the revolution, he 
‘was pppointed admire] of the bIuc equadion, and hoisted. 
Ina flag on board the Dake, of 60 guns In thu slip hu 
served some time under the earl of Torrington, after the 
battle of Bantry bay, and im toe water sated to Hol 
land wath p small squadron to consoy the queen of Spain 
to the Groyne 
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On the dugrace of the exrl of Toriimston, Ruasel x2 
appomted, in December 1680, conmnundcr m ehiet of the 
fleet which had then returned into part for re equipment 
‘When ready for sea sta appearance was truly formidable 
—it consusted of fifty «even Eughish and seventeen Dutuh 
shins of the hme Wath such a force what mht nit 
have been expected? Yet «uch was the delay occaumud 
by contrary winds, and such wes the extieme caution 
of the Prench, that the summer was passé avay In pio 
Jecting attacks upon the enemy's ports, which weie never 
arned mto e\ecuhon In the following year the eyes 
of I urope were turned, in the utmost expettation and. 
anxiety, on the struggle which was to determme whethir 
the British were to succeed m mnaintammins the king of 
‘their choice upon the throne, or that Jimes If should 
be restored by the power of Lous X1¥ 
In May, 1692, admiral Ru sel recerved intel ence 
that 4 Frenen fleet, under the count de Tourville, was at 
sea when the united Eu.lsh and Dutch fleets, amount 
ang to ninety nme ships of war, emled fiom St Helo’s 
on the 18th of May, and stietched over to the const of 
Fimce The next mormne, at dry beak, the fit.nto 
abe made the sigaal for dmcoverpe an enemy 
Orders were immediately given to form the line of 
Uattle, and at erht oclock it was completed The 
French were infuzior to the combined fleets, their force 
amountinz only to sixty three sail of the Line, but tum 
anid that Toursilie, ihe the eat] of Tormineton on a simi 
Jar occanon, had received peremptory orders from bis 
court to fight* At ten, the Fieuch being to wind: 
warl, the count de Tomville bore down with great 1es0 
Iution , and at eleven this ever memorable action be_an off 
Cape Ia Hogue, About one, the French admiral s thip was 
so mach shattcred m its masts and riggin,, that 1t Was 
obhged to be towed aut of the line But the battle con 














ft. only be comparing the nernine metory of Jord Tornogion 

of Bauby head, eunlthe eal a's ered ts Hoge, whurthe jadicio, 
ard skiinud condiet af the Brush vdroiral 1 fully drphyyed ‘Both were 
ordere} to risk = battle under stmilar cirramstances” dade fi tuon 
teat the English fect 9 the weakest and the vinural heepe out lo a3. 














an | ay uy & decrive battle, but s scceeds 1m cripplug the enen v will 
‘ut sn@eripg Iny wreqval lows” To the other the stheagth atthe Meets 
Srevervede The French sdmiril keep sa shore, corte 





Be leasios humeelt’ uo manne of expe bie dest be imally deste wert 
ing sijeuazenems | Wn prota dhat the Pugich Gcct worl i te 
o°' rein the same mttaer had Tormogton red #clme scuon 
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trond to raze with pert violence tit four, when sa th k 
# fo, Lame on that the enemy could not beseen When 
at cleared up, the French admiral’s alnp was dscovered 
towimg away to the northward, and followed by be shrys 
much shattered, and im gest dworder Adal Rucel 
immediately made the mgnal for a general chase, but 
vnluchily the fog comng on much darker than befor, 
‘he was obhged to anchor in order to keep Ins fleet col 
Tected The weather clearing « little, they weighed 
agam, and stood im purmut of the flying enemy About 
ight 1m the evemmg, the blue squadron got up with the 
French, and engaged them about halt an hour, when the 
euemy having lost four of their ships, bore away for Con 
quet Road In this ehort acuon rear admual Carter wat 
lulled, who, when be found himeeif mortally wouuded, 16 
snd to have sent to his captain, and desued him to Sght 
the ship aa long as it vould swim 

‘On the tuo following days the weather proved so dni 
and foggy, that although the hostile fleets were frequently 
in malt of each other, nothing important could be done 
The ‘French contunued standin, to the west raid, the 
‘Engh hb pursuing thera 

On the 22nd about seven w the morning, the English 
fleet coutinued the chase with all the success they could 
a About eleven, the Ficocb admnal» stip van 
asboie, when her masts were cut away bi» two seconds 
and some other ships pled to his assistance, and reinaned 
by tim Admaral Russel obseas my therr atuation, ordered 
Sir Ralph Delaval, who was in the reat, to keep « suffi- 
event number of sbipy im Ins division ready to destroy 
thoue of the enemy, snd tosend the rest tojom the body 
of the flest In the evexmg many of the (nemy s chips 
were seen standing of la Hosue where,on the 23rd ard 
following day they were destroyed by Su George Rooke 

By this sagnal defeat the French lost the Sole! Royal, 
then admrals shap, of 112 cuns, one of 104, one of 90, 
two of 80, three of 76 one of 74, two of 68 two af 60, one 
of $6, x1d about eighteen or more Ics er ships of war 
The remainder of then fleet escaped by puebiog through 
the rare of Alderncy, aud trking shelter »n St Maloes 











We attach a mote particular acrount of this decimve 
‘sittory, for the benefit of n .va} zeaders, from the journal 
of captam John 1yrrel, of the Ossory — 
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BATTLE OFF LA HOGUL 


1092, May 18 —In the afternoon fell uno a tine of battle, 
about five noxt mormng got ght of the Fiench fleet they 
‘bore down upon us, and at ten came within pistol shot we 
‘engaged, and so Isy till noon firmag very smartly At two we 
gummed the weathor-gage of the enemy ‘The Dutch intended 
to tack upon them but fell to leeward, but our red and the 
yeer-admiral of the blue surrounded them It proving calm, 
‘we got our boats a head and toned conards the enemy uni 
Tenewod tho action |About three the mind chopped to vc 
eastward, and presently proved calm with a great fog, neomuch 
that we could not see the enemy to fire at them At four the 
weather clesred ap, and we got sight of them to the north. 
ward of ag At seven the Lrench tice-admural of the blue 
‘was act an fire by one of our ships and blew up ‘Three third- 
ates were also burned, and two more three-decked saps sunk 
‘The mght approaching, and the wind veering ta the north 
east, gave the enomy thx wosther-gage, und about mne we 
Jovt tight of then: Rear-admira) Carter was wounded in this 
ay's engagement, lost hus leg, and soon after dicd ‘The Trench 
leer coonsted of about avin-fre Gghting sbeps | May 29, 
chased May 20, chase continued May 21, the enemy lav 
under Cape [s, Hogue, some of them aground The admiral 
called a consultation fo destroy the satd sbipa, which was un- 
dersaken by the rear-admiral of the red 

‘May 21, Yerterday wnthe afternoon all our blue, and! the 
ed, that stood mn after the French admural of the white, with 
the Duteh, anchored here, having burned three of the enemy's 
threc.decked ships_and two moro ships of war ihe Duth 
also brought off a Trench fre shup from Alderney, but could 
effect 1 against the other fre-stups wivelt lay there 
Towards night Sir George Rooke, sice-admiral of che blue, 
with about twenty sail of third and fourth-rates and several 
fre.shipe stood in for the enemy's ebips , We likewise sent our 
long boats with arms, and well » Sir George having 
ahifted his flax on board the Eagle Ait¢r some contest with 
the batteries on shore, at might our boets went on board the 
enemy’a ships, und burned four three-decked ships and fou 
Hurdeates in the morning we sent ali our boats as before, 
our third-rates riding im shore , the boats burnt three third. 
rates and four three-decked ships In all we burnt and sunk 
mn the engagement and othernise fourteen sasl of thtec- 
Geched ships, and ergMtecn saul of third and fourth rates 
About eleven this morning the boats and third rates came olf, 
huving received no harm Su George housted his @ag on bo utd 
‘the Neptune again 

‘Notwithstanding the eminent service he hed performed, 
admiral Russel was received with gieat coolness on h 
return to England, and the Ling even expressed bis dis 
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apporitment on the opemm, of parluwicat that the 
sauces of the fleet had not been more complet. Ihe 
louse of connnons, indecd, thanked tum tor bis conduct 
vit La Hogue, but aftersatds haraved lum and the offi 
cers who served under kim with so many tedious 
angunies and exemmations, that they raised a popular 
amour agemnst the admural, and the nation at lure en 
teaimg rote these jeatouates, thy munisters found st neven 
sary, to allay the popalat clamour, to dismma Rusvel 
ftom the command of the fleet, upon which be very 
apmitedly 1engned the treasurershup of the navy, which 
hte had held trom the revolution 

But his absence from the service proved of no long 
duration, for the ill success ot oar naval operations, 
dung the summer of 1693, ndaced the Ling t call 
hig anto emplayment again, and, to remove all unfavour 
able impressions of hus former diemsion, appointed 
lea frat lord of the admuralty, as well as comumnder 
an chief of the ,rand fleet of one hundzed and thirty 
oux ships eighty alt of which were of the line of 
battle This fleet wailed for the Mediterranean, in June 
Wl, and compelled the admual of Fiance, count de 
Jourville, to retire with precipitation to the harbour of 
‘Toulon, and convinced ali the European powers of the 
supremacy of the Britab fleet He returned to England 
an the autamn of 109%, and «peared no more in the 
Caragter and stanon of a naval cuomander Im 1697 
he wan created a peer, by the title of baron of Shingey, 
viscount Bardeur, and earl of Oitord, and during the 
Ainge absence in Holland, was appomted one of the 
Tords justices of the Emgdom Bat an 1609, falling again 
under the dspleavuse of the popular party, he wae 
removed from bis employments, 1nd remained in retire 
iment ull the eighth yeas of the rein of queen Anne, 
when, on the death of prince George of Deomaik, the 
Jord bib admiral, he was agum appointed to the im 
pottant post of first commissioner of the admiralty On 
This acuasion it 18 said, he was offered the appommtment 
of lord inh admiral but with emgular modesty declined 
th it elevated and bouourable appointment 

He did not long, however, continue to hold the post 
de had avcepted for on the removal of the earl of 
Godolphia from the ofire of Jord treasurer, the earl of 
Mioid vengned the pressdency of the admnalty board, 
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and again retired from public life oll the decease of 
the queen , upon which event he was choven one of the 
Jords yasuces of the kingdom, until the arrval of king 
George I fiom Hanover This monarch mmediately 
appointed bim one of bis privy connul, and on the 1ath 
of October following recalled b.m to bus former post of 
‘first commusioner of the admrslty, winch be continued 
to hold till the loth of Apnl, 1717, when be retired 
altogether from public employment He died on the 
‘20th of November, 1727, mm the soventy fifth year of bis 
‘age, aud, leaving no issae, tus ttle became extinct 








SIR GEORGE ROOKE, Kw: 
1630—~1706. 


Tuts dutingusbed officer, the son of Sur Wilham Rove, 
Ani,ht, of an ancient and honourable family, in the 
county of Keut, waa born in the year 1650 Hie father, 
on account of the quickness of his capacity, and the 
solidity of ins judgment, dengned lum for one of the 








too powerful to be overcome, and his father yielding to 
his entreanes, allowed bun to make a voyage at sea 
Nothing 19 known of his early services, exept that he 
attamed the rank of captam 10 the reign of Charles I1 
betore he was thirty years of age, which must be taken 


as @ proof of his mezit, since the command of ships at 
thit time was rarely piven to men so young Under 
Tames Uf he was appointed to the Deptford, « fourth 
rate, and commanded that ship at the revolutian 

‘He appears to have entered zealously mto the support 
of the new government, for 1m 1680, the year following 
the revolunon, be was appomated commodoie of « squa 
dion on the Insh cosst, and sailed to the rehef of 
Londonderry This sereice being performed, which gave 
the bret effectual check to kang James » arms in Ireland, 
hhe was employed in transporting the duke of Schom 
birg’> amy to CamicMfergus, and assisted with hie shrps 








ROOKE. 123 


im the reductioy of that place He contmued on the 
Insh stabon during the remainder of the year, but wath 
too moonaiderable & force to perform any thing desers 
ang particular notice 

In the begnmng of the year 1690, on the recom 
mendation of the earl of Trnngton, he was apponted 
rear udnurel of the red, and served in that station in 
the engagement off Beachey Head No part of the 
disgrace which fell on the commander sn chief beng 
amputable to Rooke, he retaned hie command, and 








immediately after had the honour to convoy the king to 
Holland, as he bad likewise the followmg year In the 
‘spring of 1692, he was promoted te the rank of vice 
admnal of the blue, and gathered hus full share of 
Janrels at the glorious battle off La Hoguo * 

For his brilhant services om that occasion be was 







the honour of Knighthood About thie t 
Uukewte promoted to be vive admiral of the 
continued to command a division of the grand fleet 
1603, ho was sent with a squadion of twenty three Eng 
lish ‘and Dateh men of war, to convoy the Smpraa fleet 
through the strait. As the mufortune which befel 

fieet caused a great zonation at howe, and bi 

considered as one of the chief blemishes of Willinm's 
reign, 2 more detailed account of it thim we should 
otherwise think proper to insert may not be unaccept 
able The French wisbimg to strike a sigonl blow, that 
might in some meesure alleviate the wisfortane of 











squadrons from Biest and the 
Mediterranean, and in this way, almost unknown to 
the English munustry, collected & very powerful fleet, 
whieh Iay there as if were 14 ambash, for the purpose 
of wtercepting the Smyrna convoy, and the desun 
ems to have been managed with gieat mudence and 
erecy On the I7th of June, tr George Rooke, beng 
off Lagos bay, duscovered at day break ten smi of the 
enemy s ships of war and some vessels stretching out 
from the land, with their bosts a head towing, as if they 
were endeavourmg to escape from tim In tus wea 
he wos confirmed by the report of the crew of a French 
fire sap, which was permitted to fail mto lus hands for 


© See the hfe of Rusel, 
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the pmpose of decerning bim, and who sad, that the 
French squadron connuted of no more than fifteen eal 
Of the line,—that they bad with them aboat fity sail of 
merchant \ewsels and ather store shnps, and were bound 
to Tonlon and other porta in the Mediterranean This 
antelligence, which seemed corroborated by the retreat 
of their ships of war, induced the admural to pure 
‘them, but about noon the enemy s true force wan plamly 
discovered to consist of about eighty skips of war 
After consulting with the Dutch admiral, who served 
under hut orders, he found st impossible t contend 
ageinat 60 great 2 superioiity of force, and therefore he 
made the mgual for the convoy to dispense, and take 
shelter, sf powuble, m the neighbouring ports of Faro, 
St Imear, or Cadiz In the evening the enemy got up 
with the rear of the combined fleets, und took, after a 
most noble 1eustance, one English and two Dutch shipe 
of war. About ninety sacl of the convoy were taken or 
destroyed and the Joes austaned by the nation was 
computed at upwards of one milhon sterling Sir George 
Rooke, after this disaster, sailed with part of his shat 
tered fleet to Madeira, and from thence proceeded to 
Fogland, where be was very favourably recerved, aud 
suffered nothing 1m his reputation for a misfortune, 
which, on bie part, was wholly anavordable He even 
Acquired additions} honour for having effected bis excape 
from so very superior a French force, he received the 
thanks of the merchants for bis conduct, and wal 
promoted by the king to be vice admiral of the red, 
‘and as a further mark of hus confidence and favour, was 
roade one of the fords of the admiralty But reat 
complaints were made against the admuralty board for 
their want of correct intelligence, from whence this 
musfortune had srinep, and strong insmuatons of 
treachery were thrown out agamat him 

Sir George continued principally employed at the 
admiralty board ull the spring of the year 1607, when 
he was appointed commander in chef of the Channel 
feet, having been made admiral of the white come nme 
Previous , but nothing of importance occurred during 
the time he held this command In the following year 
‘he was chosen member of parhament for the borough of 
Portsmouth, and, from motives of conscence, voung 
ehefly with the oppontion, the king’s mmicters wee 
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extremely urgent with his majesty, that be should be 
removed from brs <eat at the admiralty board But dus 
‘Witham would not consent to, and he aud, with that 
generous magnanvmity winch 1s charsctenstic of a 
patriot king, ‘As 81r Gem ge Rooke served me faithfully 
‘at sea, I will never displace brm fot acting as be thinks 
most for the service of his country, mn the house of 
commons” 

In 1700, Sir George smiled with a strong fleet sato the 
Baluc, to mediate a peace between Sweden and Den 
mark, but the letter being unwilling to subscribe to the 
terma’ which he was mstructed to demand, be bom 
barded Copenbazen, and obhged the Danes to sue for 
peace ‘They consented to the articles, which he was 
‘authorized to propose, and this matter being concluded, 
he returned to England Jo the king of Sweden, the 
celebrated Chatlea XII who pressed lim to toke more 
rigorous measures with the Danes, he very calmly re 
pled, ‘Sir, E was sent hither to serve your majesty, 
‘but not to rinm the king of Denmark Hu conduct im 
thu expedition was so particularly acceptable to the 
Staten General, some of whose slips served nnder hiv 
orders, that they thanked king William for having 1m 
trusted bis fleet to #0 pradent and able a commander 
‘At this tune Sir George Rocke was conndered by the 
Dutch, who were certamly then no bad judges of 
naval ment, to be the best officer and greatest seaman 
of the age 

On the acceasion of queen Anne, Sir George was con 
stituted vice admiral and Leutenant of the admiralty of 
Lngland, and also heutenant of the Beets and seas of the 
kingdom and on the rupture with France, was imme 
rately called out mto acuve employment. He howted 
the umn flag on board the Royal Soveresen, of 110 
Quns and sailed from St Helen son the 10th of June, 
1702 with a fleet of thirty Enghsh and twenty Dutch 
sal of the tne, having upwards of 13000 soldiers on 
board, on an expedition tothe coast of Spain To under 
stand the nature of cur dispute with Spam at tha period, 
at may be right to abserve, that the succcssion to the 
crown of Spain was disputed by tha houses of Bourbon 
aud Austria that Lows XIV espoused the clam of his 
grandson Pinlip, and that of the archduke Chats x29 
supported by ths mantme powes If the Sjauiuds 
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‘ore disposed to acknowledge Chailcs ws then soverergu, 
the English commanders were mstiucted to teat them a> 
aihen, af otherwise, they were to act hostilely towards 
them, and by every means 1 theu power to reduce them 
(o walmusaion to the house of Austra 

Qn the 12th of Auanet the combined fleets anchored 
before Cadiz, and the next day the duke of Ormond, 
commander in chief of the tand forces, sent a letter to 
the governor, reqairmg lim to surrender the place. 
This bemg refused, ue landed on the Ith, and im a 
few days made himself master of the forts of St Cathe 
rne and St Mary But st being found dificult to 
approach Cadiz while the Spaniards were 19 possession 
of Mataguarda fort, oppo ite to the Puntal, which could 
not be talem without exposing the town to a bom 
Dardment, & council of war was held to determine on 
the measares necessary to be pursued At thus counal 
at wa. represented that so severe a proveeding us bom 
‘barding the town would alenate the affictions of the 
bpaniards from the Louse of Austia, whose allies the 
combined forces declared themselves to be, and there 
tote the troops were re embarked, and the fleet prepared 
© return home 

The expedinon, whiuh bad been prepared at much 
expense, would probably have termmated here, bad vot 
captam Hards, of the Pembroke, acuidentally put mto 
Lagos bay for water, where be recened intelligence 
fiom Mr Methuen, the British envoy at Lasbon, that the 
‘Spamuh galleons from the West Indies, laden with an 
ammense treasure, had put xnto the harbour at Vige, 
under cmvsy of a French squadron Captam Hardy 
namediit-ly sailed m quest of the fleet, which he fell 
am with on the 6th of October, and communicated this 
ymportant intelligence to the admirat Sir George 
Rooke, m a council of war, composed of the English 
and Dutch flag officers, determned immediately to 
attack th m, but a strong gale of wind drove the fleet 
to the northward of Cape Finmsterre, which prevented 
their geting aff Viso befire the Ith of Octobe: On 
their aviisal, they found the passage into the harbour 
‘wou extiemely narrow, not above three quarters of 
mule over, and well defended by battenes on both silt 
A strong Lown was Likewise lad across the entrance, 
the top cham of wiuh was moorad at cat end to 4 
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seventy gun ship, and within the boum were moned 
five sinps, fiom aexenty to mxty guns, with their broad 
sides to the sea, to detend the passage But nothing 
could withstand the adour of the assmlants There 
not being water enough to admit first or second ral. 
‘stups iato the babour, Sir George Rooke shifted hi 
flag into the Somerset, a thud rate, and the other 
admuals followed bis example. A choica body of troops 
under the duke of Ormond were landed to make a at 
Yersion and attack the battenes, while fifteen suil of 
English and ten Dutch men of war, with all the frigates, 
bomb vessels, and fire ships, were ordered to stand into 
the harbour 

‘The two services on this occasion seem to have been 
actuated by # spit of glorious emulation, for the dube 
of Ormond, i much less time than could have been 
expected, made himself master of the battuies, and 
vice admit al Hobson, m the Lorbay, who had the 
to lead the attack catiyinz a prete of sail, ran 
the boom, broke at, and thereby opened a paswaze for 
the reat of the combined squadion in the mean wints 
the enemy definded themselves with great resolution 
and bravery he ‘Torbay was severely shattered, and 
would have been burnt by a fieslnp, but for the un 
common exertions of her officers and crew She sis 
tuned a Jos of 115 men killed and wounded but 
the other ahups of the squadron comms to her rehef, 
the enemy stuck ther colouis, «nd abandoned their 
elxps 

The lose sustarncd by the enemy m ships aroounted. 
to seventeen menof wai, seven of which were burnt, 
and the semamier brousht away, and divided between 
the confederate fleets Six ~alleons were tahen by the 
Enghsh, and five by the Dutch, who suk six As to 
‘the teasure ou board the galleons, it 1s very difhcult to 
form a satstactors estimate Lbey ae reported to hve 
bad on board twenty mulliom of pieces of ight, bendes 
metthandse which Was thought to be of equal value. 
But previous to the attack the Ficnch bad removed four 
teen millions of the treasure, and fixe muihous of the 
goods, ou shoe Tanz muthons of the plate wee de 
shoyed, with ten millions of meichandise , and about two 


pulltons i atlver, and five 30 goode, were brought away 
hy the Lugleh and Datch 
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‘The thanks of both houses of parliament were voted to 
Ser George Rooke, and the other commanders, for this 
Breat service, and the speaker of the house of commons 
complimented him in his place m ap jast and elegant a 
anner on his aucceas, that we cannot deny ourselves tha 
(usfaction of inserting here a short extract fiom bus 
speech ‘In former times, sad he, ‘ admrols end re 
nerals bare had success ay ainst France and Spain sepa 
rately, but that action at Vago hath been @ sictory over 
them confederated together yon have not ouly spoiled 
the enemy, but enuiched your own country common 
‘victories brung terrors to the conquered, but yna b ought 
Aestruction mpon them, and addiuoual strength upon 
England Fiance hath endeavoured t» aupport gt» ambi 
tion by the riches uf India, your succeas, sr, bath only 
left them the burthen of Spa, and stappe’ them of the 
netance of st The wealth of Spain and ships of 
ace are, BY thit victory, brought over to our juster 
cause’ Among his othe: honours, Sir George was Taued 
to the rank of a privy councillor 
Latly in the year 1704 be eailed from Sjathead, with 
4 nunierous feet, to convoy the archduke Chailes, who 
‘was acknowledged king of Spain by the alles, to Lisbon 
A continuance of stormy weather retaided bis passage, 
so that he did uot reach Lisbon tll uearly ax weeks 
after bas dep wrture from Eugland Previgue to the land 
ing of the hing of Spain, a dispute arose concerning the 
ceremony of the flag, whxb, from the punchhous sprit 
of the Portaguese court, required nome time to adyttst 
Ihe disputed pont wae an follows the hing of Portugal 
reauired that, on bie coming on boad the adnirals 
shrp 2m bis barge of state, and strnkiog bis standard, the 
Lnghsh flag should be struck at the same timo and tat 
when lus catholie majesty, with bimsclf, should go off 
fram the ship, his lag mi lit be hosted, and the admral « 
fias contumue struck until they wera on snoie This pro 
Poution «is made from the bing of Portucal by the 
Aang of Spar who was then on board Sir George 8 slp, 
to wbich the admu al rephed, that bis mayest}, as long ashe 
continued on board, wight command the flay tobe struck 
when be pleased, but that whenever he left the sup, be 
Yes himself admiral, and obh,ed to execute his comm 
mon by rmmediately hontng ins flag Thu, and some 
¢thet reasons satisfied the Kang of Spau, as well as bis 
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Portuguese majesty so that the flag of England was nu 
longer struck than the standard of Potugal 

After thus, the flect xarled into the Mediterranean, with 
a view to attack Barcelona bat having been misinformed, 
as to the disponnon of the inhabitants, which wos re 
presented to be more favourable to king Charles than 
im reahty it was, Sir George relinquished his design, 
retained through the straits, and crumsed for some 
time of Lagos bay, in hopes of falling 1m with « French 
squadron from Brest which was supposed to be bound 
for the Mediterranean On this station he was yomed 
by a strong squadron from England, uuder Sir Clonderly 
Shovel and determmned immediately to attack Gibraltar 
‘The wind fasounnz, on the 2st of July, the fleet en 
terud thebay and in order to cut off all communic ition 
between the rock and the country, the prince af Heme 
Was directly landed on the isthmus with 1800 marn 
Hin bijboess havin, taken post there he summoned 
the governor to auriender, who answered that he was 
resolved to defrad the place to the last extremity On 
‘they, the adimural deternuned to cannonads the town, 
and having moored his shops i a line for that purpose, 
‘dean a Vi,0tate and incessent cannonade at day break, 
on the mormung of the 2ird After the firing had con 
toned between five and mx hours, ond more than 
fifteen thousind cannon batls were expes “ail, the Spa 
miards fled from their ba terres, which Su George Rooke 
observing, he rmmediately ordered the boats of the fleet 
to be manned and sumed and to proveed to secure the 
great platform Captam Huks and captain Jumper, of 
the nary, had the condurt of this glonous enterprise, 
which was crowned with complete success, but not with 
out counderable loss, for the Spamards sprung a mine, 
by which two Lieutenants and forty seamen were killed, 
aud exty seamen wounded The next day remforce 
ments of seamen were landed under captain Whitaker, 
who carned, sword in band, a redoabt half way between 
the south mole and the town, and hkewiss made them 
selves mansters of many of the enemy’s cacnon Bir 
George Rooke, on thw, proposed terms of capitulation 
to the gorervor, which be readily accepted Thus, 
am Iistle more than two days, wae this mportant bull 
wark of the Mediterranean reduced by the valour of 
Bntish seamen Gibraltm at the time of its conquest, 
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waa not thought to be a place of much value, and it 
‘wus taken possession of an the name aud for the use ot 
Ain, Gnarles III At the peace of Ltrecht 1t was ceded 
to the British crown, and its value as @ naval station 
has lon heen too well understood to requue any obser 
vation on that head 

‘Leavmg as many men as he could spare for « garriton 
at Gibraltar, under the command of the prince of Heme, 
Bu George smiled with the fleet to take m wood and 
water at Tetuan Here he learnt that a French feet, 
soramanded by the count de Toulous 
Innving got on board the necessary supplies, sailed up che 
Mediterranean m parsut of them On the 1uth of Aw 
Guat, he ducovered tha enemy off Malaga, and at ten 
O clock bore down with the combined fleet conmsting of 
forty one bagheh and twelve Dutch slups of the line, wm 
order of battle A furious engagement commenced soon 
after, which was maintained on both sides with gre it 
resotution tall about two am the afternoon, when the 
enemys van gave way, and was towed to leeward by 
thew galleys, 1m other parts of their line the action 
continued till might, when their whole fleet bore away 
Danng the mght the wind changed which broa,bt the 
enemy to windward, the two following days Sn Geo 
Rooke endeavoured to bring them to battle, but they as 
cautiously avoded xt, and at last bore away for Toulon 
From the loss sustained by the combined squadrons in 
thu action, we may judge tt to have been very severe, 
on board the Englsh ships 687 men were killed, and 
1,632 wounded, the Dutch bad 400 killed and wounded 
The French were supenor to the combined ficets dy 
seven sail of the Ime and twelve galleys, which proved 
extromely msefal im the engagement, and the Englsh 
and Dutch sips were vary foul, and several of them were 
obh,ed to withdraw from the fight forthe want of am 
wounition These circamatances prevented the combined 
fleets from gaimng a more deciare advantage aver the 
enemy, and the French, as 1s usual with them after an 
wodecisive battle, claimed the victory but it 15 worthy 
of remark, that this wes the last considerable naval 
armament whith France sent to sen for many year 
afterwards, and Lous XIV was thus compelled tity 
to acknowledze, that 1 was i vain for bum to contund 
with kngland at sea 
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$n George returned to England without having lost a 
ugle ship xn his long voyage, either by acuadent or by the 
enemy —a cucumstance which 18 rather remarkable, 
when the capture of Gibraltar and tho battle of Malaga 
were the services performed  Notwithatendinz the-e 
emment services he waa semoved from the command 
of the ficet, and finding party dissenmons to tun vic 
lently high, he retired from pubbe concerns to the en 
joyment of a private fe He carred with him tho 
esteem aud veneration of the most enlightened and 
virtuous of hus contemporanes, and bis retirement must 
have been cheered by the reflecuon of a long serses of 
eplendid achievements, and a life actively, hauourably, 
and successfully devoted to the service of his country 
He died on the 2ith of January, 1708 9, im the fifty 
eighth year of bis age Considering the great emplov 
ments he hed held, im which some would bi aed 
princely estates, he left but a very moderate fortune 
behind him,-—se moderate, that on makin, hve wall some 
of lite friends are reported to have expressed then sur 
Pise at the narrownem ot his circumstances, which 
dew from this good and great commander the tolowing 

Ply ‘1 do not leave much, but what J leave was 
honestly gotten, it never cost ® sailor a tear, or the 
wition a farthing” 
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JOHN BENBOW. 
prep 1702 


furs famous admiral was the son of colonel John 
Benbow, who distinguished humnself at the battle of 
Worcester in the royal army, and betnz taken prisoncr 
By Cromwell narrowly escaped bemg patto death Dur 
ang the uaurpaum his father hved in retirement 1 the 
counts}, and at the restoration he was appointed to a 
mall office im the Lower, barely sufficient to afford him 
and hus family scanty maintenance He was in this 
mtuation when, a Little before the breaking out of the 
first Dutch war, the king came to the Tower to exara! 
the state of the wagaziner ‘There the hing 

good old colomt, whose hair was grey with age, and 
tmmediately recognised bim Calling Inm to him, he 
embraced bim with much cordhty, aud mquired with 
great condescension after his fortanes ‘The volonel tulil 
hum be bad a place of fourvcore poands, in which he 
served bia majesty as cheerfully as xf 1¢ was fou thou 
ud The Ling sard it was too small a .ecompense tor 
aman who had fought by is «dt at Worcester, and 
tarning to one of bis attendants, dered him to bring 
the colonel to him the followimg day, that be mht pro 
vide more hveraily for biza aud bi family Bit shoit 
as the time was, the rolonel did not hve to receive or evett 
to Ulam the effects of thin gracious promise — lis sense 
























Lua Tast, before the king was well out of the Tower and 
at does not appear that lus faimly derived any benefit 





The subject of our present memoir was bred to the sea 
am the merchants’ service, and in the latter part of the 
reign of Charles If was owner and commander of the 
Benbow frigate, one of the most considerable vessela 
then employed in the Mediterranea trade He was 
conmdered bythe merchants as » brave, active, end oki! 
ful seaman, and no man was better known or more re 
spected upon the Royal Exchange, than « «ptain Benbow 
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It dove not appear, however, that he sought suy prefer 
ment in the navy darmg thi reign, nor probably would 
he m the next, but for the tollowmy remarkable accident, 
whith led to his future distinction 

In 1686, captain Benbow, 1m bus own vessel the Ben 
bow frigate, was attacked im bus passage to Cadiz by a 
Salle corsair, against * hom be defended tumeelf, though 
very mfenoi in bis complement of men, with the utzaost 
bravery, nil at last the Moors boarded him, but wuc 
quickly deaten out of his sinp agai, with the loss of 
‘tuirteen men, whose heads Benbow ordered to be cut off, 
nd thrown tuto a tub of salt brine When be arnved 
at Cadiz, be wont om shore, and ordered a negro serva* 
to follow him, with the Moors heads ins sack He bad 
scarce landed before the officers of the revenue inquired 
of bis servant what he had am his sack? Uhe captain 
answered, alt provisions for bus own ase,’ but declined. 
to allow the sack to be exammed Tne officer» told him, 
that 1t would be neccesary to appear before the mats 
fates and that #f they should be satufied with hs word, 
Ine setv int mht cat1y the provisions Where ho pleave | 
The captain consented to thas proposal, and went to the 
custom house, awonpamied by his man in the ceute, 
aud the officers m the rea: The magistrates, whem he 
appeared before them, treated him with great politeness, 
aud were sorry to make a pont of such a trifle but thit 
sunce he had sefused to shew the contents ot Inv sack to 
their officers, their duty required them to examine it 
and that, w they doubted not they were salt provisions 
the shewing them could be of no consequence I told 
you, said the captatn,* they were salc provinious for my 
own we Ciaar, throw them down upon the table, and, 
Gentlemen, if you like them, they are at your service 
The Spamarda were exceedingly struck at the wpbt of 
the Moors heads, and no less astomahed at tht account 
of the captain » adventure, who, with so small a force, 
had been able to defeat such a mumber of barbanans 
They sent an mount of ths whole affair to the court of 
Madn, and Charles 11 then king of Spain, was so pleased, 
with it; and expressed so stromg a demre to see the 
kunheh captam that Benbow made a journey to court, 
where he wes teceived with great testimonies of respect, 
and not only dismeved with a handsome present, bat his 
Cathol. majesty w 15 also pleased to write a letter in bis 
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behalf to king James If ,who upon Benbow #retnrn gave 
him a captains commission, and appousted hum to the 
command of a shupra the royal navy 

‘Alter the revolution, Benbow distinguished himself by 
several qucceasful cruises m the Channel, where be was 
employed at the request of the meichants, to protect thur 
trade, and annoy the enemy In his service he acquired 
& perfect knowledge of the French ports, and for that 
reason be was appointed, m 1603, ta command a email 
sgaadion of frigates and bomb ketches to boinbird St 
Malocs He arrwsed off the town on the 16th of Novem 
Ber, and bombarded at during three suicesuive days On 
the fouth day be sent in a new description of fire sbip 
of bis own construction, which has ever sine been 
quaintly termed an wferoal It was filled with one 
hundred barrels of gunpowder and all sorts of eombus 
tible materials, a» well ay missles, -reuades, and preces 
of iron and gtass Thus rfernal was inte: ted to be laid 
alouneide the town wail, but 1¢ grounded at a tile dis 
tance Notwithstanding this miscartinge, wen she took 
‘ire the explomon was terrible beyond desciiption it shook 
the town ke an earthquake, broke the widows for 
‘three leagues round, and abattered the 100fn of alove 
three hundred houses One extraordinary urrcumstauce 
was, that the capstan of the vessel, which weighed two 
hundred werght, was cared over the walls and (alling 
upon a house beat it to the ground A great part of the 
‘wall towards the sea was likewise thrown down, and 
hhad there been a suffitent number ot Iaud forces on 
Wourd the squadron, the place might have been taken 
and plundered with facility ‘The expedition neveithe 
Jess proved of great use it elated the spirits of the 
mation by shewing what executinn rould be done by a 
small squadron of English ships, when commanded by 
mien of resolution and courage, and at the vame time it 
so alarmed the mmhabitants of St Maloes as considerably 
to damp the spuits of privateesing in that, aswell as 11 
‘many other poits on the French coast 

In 1996, he was cmployed uuder the orders of Su 
Cloudesly Shovel to bomb«rd C Jain, bat 1p this attack 
hie had not the same success that attended him at St 
Males and wes woundcd m the leg He did every 
thing, however, that Gould bi «rputtl hom a hare 
man, and king Willam was so satiehed with hu al 
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and dshgence, that he promoted him to the rank of rear 
adunral of the blue After this he was generally em 
ploycd.in watching the motions ofthe Fiencb at Dunkirk, 
aud (o prevent as mach a5 possible the depredations of 
that achve partisan du Bart, who mfested the North 
Seas with a squadron of light frigetes The merchants 
felt the benett of lus services 10 having their trade pro 
tected, and they justly conmdered admiral Benbow as 
ane of the most vigilant and mentorious officera m the 
navy 

‘About this time 2 dupate arose in the king's councils, 
as to the propriety of preferring mere seamen, or as they 
‘were then called tarpaulins, or gentlemen in the navy 
Admiral Benbow was personally conaulted by the hing 
on the aalject, and constantly gave it as bis opinion, 
that 1¢ was advisable to employ both, that @ seaman 
shold never lose preferment for want of recommenda 
ton, nor a gentleman obtain at merely from that motive 
He was who an enemy to all party disunctions, and 
thought that a naval commander should be judged by bis 
actions at sea, and not by the politics he mgt hold om 
shore, and therefore he marntained a free intercourse 
with men of all partes, and was univercally esteemed 
for his honesty, comage, and conduct 

After the peace of Ryawick, counderable doubts still 
exusted ay to the smcenty of the Fronch, and the events 
which might take place on the death of Charles I! of 
Spain, in regard to the auccession to his dominioms it 
wan therefore deemed necessary to senda naval force to 
the West Indies, to place our colomes 10 @ proper state 
Of defence, and to be ready to actin that quarter should 
hostshttes be zenewed The command of a squadron of 
eoven sail was given to admmnal Benbow, who arnved im 
the West Indies n January, 1699 Havanz landed some 
fhoope in the leeward wlands, be proceeded according to 
‘hs mstructions to Carthazena, and there, by hud apnited 
remonstradces, notwithstanding mony evamons of the 
Spanish governor, procured the restitution of some Eng 
lsh merchants’ ships, which had been seed by the 
Spaniards, by way of reprisal for the settlement monde 
dy the Scots on the wthmus of Danen He atterwatde 
proceeded to Porto Bello on the sarse acc mint, and there 
Inkewive by bis firmnevs obtamed the svisfaction he 1€ 
qnucd On bis setuin to England, im J me, 1700, be 
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brought anch faxcurable testimomals of Ins services from 
the planters and merchants, that he was very graciously 
aecerved at court, and the king as a mark of his royal 
approbation was pleased to grant him an augmentation 
of arms, by adding to the three dent boxs, which he and 
hus family already bore, as many arrows 

He was likewise promoted to be vice admiral of the 
Vlue, and waa sent fo blockade a French squadron which 
was fitting out at Dunkirk, whence conuderable fear 
was entertamed of an invasion But the admiral 
fied government that there was no real grownd for atarm 
am that quarter, and thetefore 1t was resolved to employ 
him where his talents avd devotion to the suterests of 
tun country mizht be more uacfally exerted 

The king of Spain having died and left the grandson 
of Loms XLV his heir, 1¢ was cons: fered umpowble that 
Peace could be much longer preserved The Puglish 
woinistry therefore determiued to send to the West Ind: 
without delay a roore powerful flcet than that of the 
Previous year They were desirous to have given tho 
command to admiral Benbow, but the king objcoted to 
it from an unwillingness to subject him to such inces 
sant exertion, and the more particularly as he bad lately 
votarned from that staniou He theie(vrs ordered that 
some other commander should be selected , and on ome 
names being aubmutted to him which did’ not meet hes 
approbation, be 1s reported to have sand, * No, these are 
all fresh water beaus, the service requues a deaw of an 
other sort—therefore we taust send honest Benbow’ 
Thw anecdote will slustiate the esnmation m wlach 
‘be was held by Ling Wallram for it was scldom that he 
sudelged in punning upon words 

The king accordingly sent fo hm, aud asked whether 
he was willing to go to the West Indies, assuring him if 
he was not that he shoul not be offended if he desired 
to be excused Henbow honestly and bluutly rephed, 
‘He knew no difference of climates, and for bis part he 
thought no officer had 2 night to choose his station , thut 
he himself should be, at all times, ready to goto any part 
‘of the world to which hie ronyesty thought proper to send. 
hum’ Thus dupfut and becommg answer was vers gra 
ffying to the Ling, aod the bunness was soon settled, 
‘ke vice admural horsted his flag on board the Breda of 
70 guns, and sasled from Spithuad with ten ships of the 
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lune ebout the end of August, and arnved at Barbadoes 
ga the 3rd of November, 1701 

The obyect of thi expedition was to anduce the Spa- 
mish governors in the West Indies not to acknowledge 
Phubp, the grandson of Lous XIV who, bx the will of 
Charles 11, had been nommated to mcceed to all the 
dominions of the Spameh monarchy, and in case thet 
could not be effected, he was to endeavour to make 
lnmself master of the galleons, or tresrure ships The 
French, who knew well the umportance of the Spanish 
postessiona in the Weat Indies, lost no time in provading 
for their secunty They dupatched three squadrons to 
the West Tudies, each of them superior im strength to 
Benbow, and baring a counderable body of land furves 
on board This vers formdable fleet rendered every 
exertion necessar} on the perts both of the admural and 
the colons On a junchon of two of these squndroms 
off St Dormingo, Benbow, as » measure of necessary pru 
dence, was ubliged to retire to Jamaica, where be took 
the most effectual steps for the protection of that rsland, 
and distributed his cruisers so yadicauusly, that but little 
Gamage was dour to British commerce within the humte 
of bis station 

Ae soon as Benbow 1 
having been declared azainst Fiance, he prepared to act 
upon the offensive, and some of bis civisers met with 
considerable success On obtamng sotellience that the 
French fleet bad separated, and thet a squadron of ten 
sail under the command of M du Came, the governor 
of the Prench port of S¢ Domingo, was craume off the 
east coast of Jamaica, he put to sea, July 1, with erxght 
ships of the Tine, a fire shyp, a bomb heteb, and a sloop 
Nothing of eonsequence occured until the 2st, when 
he took a small sloop near cape Tibevon, and drove on 
shore and bwmnt several others He continued an put 
suit unnl the moran g of the 19th, when he ot «cht of 
the enemy, conmstine of ten sail, off cape St Martha 
‘On appioaclung near enough to disnngul-h therr force, 
he found ot composed ot fonr ships from 6b to 70 uns, 
one large Dutch bunle ship of 30 or 20, anctbes full of 
troops, a sloop, and three small vewels, which wee 
stcermg slang shore undei cacy «atl Benbow + fore 
consisted of one shop of 70 xuns, one of 64, one of 60. 
one ot $4, and thiee of 48 gums each The admnal 
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made the signal to form the line of battle ahead, dis 
Posing it es follows vis the Defiauce, Penlennus, Wind 
sor, Breda, Greenwuh, Ruby, and Falmouth, and bore 
Away under an easy <a, that his sbips astern and to 
Jeeward mi_ht the more readily get into their stations 
Night approaching, the admiral steered alongside the 
enemy, and endeavoured to yet near them, without 
matending to attack them until the van sup of his aqua 
dron was abreast of the enemy» headmost ship, but 
Before this could be effected, the Fiench rear began to 
fire, and obliged Benbow, contrary to lus ratention, aleo 
woengage fhe Defiance and Windsor, the two head 
aoost ohipe of the English line, hauled then wind after 
they bad recenved two or three broadudes fron. the 
enemy, and withdrew out of gunshot 1 tve allowed the 
two stermmost ships of the French to attack the admiral 
and expose bim to a severe fre, which contmucd till 
at was dark, the English squadron Leeping them com 
pany all night 

The admiral, highly displeased with tue conduct of 
hus captams in this enconnter, rhanged bis line of 
battle, and determined to lad on both tacks himself, 
hoping that his example would sbame them nto th 
performance of their duty 

On the 20th, at dayhht 12 the morning, the admual 
‘wap within gun shot of the every, who were s0 civil as 
not to fire, because they saw that be was unoupported 
by the skips of bis squadion, except the Kuby of 48 
guns, commanded by captain Walton, a brave aud ex 
celicnt officer , the remainder were four or five miles 

stern, and mde no efforts to come up with the fing 
snp ‘At two im the afternoon, tne enemy, taking 
advantage of the sea breeze, formed a line, and made off 
with what sail they could carry Tluy were pursued 
by the Breda and Raby, which fied oo them with ther 
bow chases till mght then they left off, Keeping them 
company all mgbt, but the remainder of the Brush 
sguadion kept out of action 

the remuimo, acount of thus unfortunate and dis 
graceful encounter 1s extiacted fron the ournal of ope 
of the officers of the admirals ship — On the 2ist, at 
daylbt, the admiral Leing on the qusitct of the secand 
ship of the enemy s squadron, aud witht poimt blank 

ot, the Ruby bewg alead of hiw, the Finch stop 
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fued at the Ruby, which the Ruvy returned The two 
‘Yrunch ships which were # head fell off, aud there bemg 
inttle wind brought ther gua to bear on the Ruby 

The Breda bro, bt ber guns to bear on the French ship, 
which firat began, and shattered her very much, obhging 
her to tow away, but the Ruby was hlewise so much 
whattered im her masts, sails, and rigging, thet the 
admiral was obhged to Iay by her, and send boats to 
tow her off The sctiou continued almost two hours, 
uring which the rear shup of the enemy was abreast of 
the Defiance and Windsor, who never fired one gun, 
though within pomt blank shot At eght o clock m the 
mornung, a gale of wind sprimging up, the euemy made 
‘what sail they could, and the admiral chased them im 
hopes of coming up with them Being then abreast of 
the river Grande, at two rm the afternoon, the adm al 
got abreast of two of the stexnmost of the enemy's ships, 
and im hopes to disable them in therr masts and 71,g1055 
degan to fire ou them, a» did some of the slips astern, 
but he laying ubseast of them they pouted wholly at 
him, which galled the top much im her noging, and 
dumounted two or three of her lower deck guos This 
lasted about two hours They then got without gan shot, 
the adiniral making what sail he could after them, and 
they usng all the shifts they pos 1bly could to avoid 
fighting: 

“On the 22nd, at daybpht, the Greenwich was event 
thee leagues astern, though the oil for the hne of 
battle was never struck might 01 day the rest of the 
ips indifferently near (except the Ruby) and tl 
enemy about a nule and abalf lead, At three im the 
afternoon the wind, which before wis easteily, came 
to the southward ‘ins gave the enemy the weather 
gage, but in tacking the admural futched within 90 
shot of tho sternmost of them, fring at each other , but 
our ine being much vat of order, and some of om shia 
three miles astern, nothing could be done Tlie mght 
the enemy were very uncay, altering theit courses 
often between the west and north 

*On the 2314, at daylight, the enemy \ as about 1x 
mules a head of ux, and the great Dutch ship separated 
fiom them, out of sight Some of our equadion, at tine 
time, were move than four miles astern,"nz the De 
fiance and Windsor. At ten oclock the enemy tacked, 





























140 NAVAL HISTORY 


the wind bewg then st EN E but vety vanable The 
admiral fetched within port biank shot of two of them, 
firmg broadndes at each other Soon after, he tacked 
‘and pusied them as well as he could About noon we 
took from them a small Enghsh ship, called the Ann, 
galley, which they had taken off Lisbon The Ruby 
bewg duabled, the admral ordered her for Port Royal 
At exght ta mght our squadron was abont two miles 
distant fiom the enemy, they steering S E and very 
hale wind, then st NW and variable, the admiral 
standing after chem, and all his shyps, except the kal 
mouth, fallmg much astern At twelve the enemy 
‘began to aeparate 

On the 2ith, at two in the morning, we came up 
within bail of the steramost It bem, very litle wind, 
the adtiral fired a broadade with double avd sound 
Below, and round and partridze aloft, which whe re 
tumed At three oclock the admnals m,ht leg was 
shattered to preces by a chain shot, and be was carried 
Below, but presently ordered his cradle on the quarter 
deck, and continued the Sght tilt day, when one of the 
enemys ships of about 70 guna appeared im a very 
wabled condinoa, ber main yard down and shot to 
pieces, ber fore top suil yard shot away, he: men mast 
shot by the board, ali her ngging gone, and her mdes 
bored through and through with our double headed shot 
‘The Falmouth asswted in this matter very much, and 
no other ship Soon after day the admrral saw the 
other ships of the enemy coming towards brm with a 
strong gale easterly, at the eame time the Windsor, 
Pendens, and Greenwich, ahead of the enemy, ran 
to leeward of the disabled stip, fired then broadmdcs, 
Passed her, and stood to the southward, then the De 
fiance followed them, passed alo tc leeward of tha 
dusabled ship, and tired part of her broadside The 
dinabled ship did not fire above twenty guns at the 
Defiance, before she put her helm a weather, and ran 
away nght before the wind, lowered both her top sails, 
and ran te leeward of the Falmouth (which was then a 
gun shot to leeward of the admural, knotting her rig,™mg) 
wathout any rezaid to the mgnal for battle The enemy 
seeing our other two slips stand to the southward, 
expected thcy would tare tacked and tod with them 
They brought te wih ther heads to the morthyad, 
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but neaing those stups did not tack, bore down upon the 
admiral and ran between the disabled ship and tim, 
fing all ther guna, by which they shot away tn 
soain top sail yard, and shattered hue rigging much 
None of the other ships being near him, nor teking 
notice of the battle signal, the captain of the Breda 
ordered two guns to be fired at the ships n head, in 
order to put them in mind of ther duty The French 
ageing this disorder of the English squadron, brought to, 
Jav by their own disabled ship, and remanned and took 
her in tow The Breda s ngging beng much shattered, 
she Iny by till ten o'clock and beng then refitted, the 
admnal ordered the captain to pursue the enemy, who 
were thea about three miles distant, and to leeward, 
‘haying the disabled ship m tow, and steering N E, the 
wind at 8 S$ W The admral in the mean tre mu 
all the sal after them he could, and the battle siznel 
‘was alwaya out But the enemy taking envourarement 
from the behaviour of come of our captains the admiral 
ordered captain Pogg to xend to the captains to keep 
thar line, and behave themselves like men, which be 
did Upon this captam Kirby came on board the adm 
ral, and pressed bir very earnestly to demst from any 
farther engagement, which made the admiral destous 
wo know the opinion of the other captains Accordingty 
he ordered captoin Fogg to make the mgnal for all the 
captains to come on board, which they did, and most of 
them concurred with captam Kirby in opimon, that 
they had better demst from engamng Upon thie the 
admural percenvmg they had no mind to fiht, and not 
being able to prevail on them to come to any othe: reso 
Antion, thongh all they ead was erroneous, he thonght 
st not fit to ventine any farther At this time the 
admiral was abreast of the enemy, and had a far op 
Portunity of fighting them, the masts and yards in a 
good condition, and few men killed, except those on 
hoard the Breda 

The foregoing narrative sete this disgraceful affear 
sn so clear a light, that we have nothing to add to xt 
Admiral Benbow performed all that could be expected 
of a brave man for the honour of bus country, bat 
finding himself most bassly and treacheronsly deserted 
by his captains, nothing was left for bua.but to bear 
away for Jamaua Du Casse, the French admral, 
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who, as a brave man, must bave felt for the distrow 
and ill usage of bia heroic opponent, ut said to have 
‘wnitten the following letter to Benbow a few days after 
‘the engagement — 


+ Bim—I had httle hopes on Monday last but to have 
supped m your calun, but xt pleaved God to o1de3 st 
otherwise, Iam thankful for st As for those cowardly 
captains who deserted you, bang them up, for by- — 
they desarve it 






* Yours, DU CASSE.’ 


‘On the 6th of October, Benbow sued a communion to 
rear admiral Whetstone, and some captains, to hold 4 
court martial, for the trial of the following captains who 
had mosbehaved in the late engagement — 





Captmn Kirby, commander of the Defiance of 64 guna 
» Constable. . . Windsor 60, 
Wade... , Greenwich 5@ yy 
» Hudon .  .. . Pendennis 48 , 


The charges extnhited agunst them were cowardice, 
broach of orders, and veglect of duty, im the fzbt with 
Du © se, for mx days off the coast of Curthacena 
Karby was first brought to tnal, and the crimes charged 
araumst lnm berg fully proved by the evidence of the 
adm il, ten comrausioned officers, and eleven watrant 
and inferior officers, he was sentenced to be shot, but 
the execution of bis sentence was reserved to the plea 
sure of the Tords conimssioners of tie admualty Con 
stable was acquitted of cowardue, but found qunity of 
the other chatges, aud sentenced to be cashrered, dis 
mused the service, and imprnoned during the queen # 
Pleasure Wade was the next tried, and convicted on 
the cleacst etidence of the same charges that were 
Proved a,ainst Kirby, and also that he bad been drenk 
durmg the whole time of the action he received sen 
tence to be shot Hudson died a few days previous to 
tus tml, and by that means probably escaped the fate of 
Ins compamions Poze the admirals captain, and Vin 
cent the captain of the Talmouth, were hkewise tried, 
for havin, at the instigation of Kirby, migned a paper 
net to fight che French This fact was proved, but 
at appeated 1) nutgation, from the evidence of the 




















BRNBOW, 143 


admnal and others, that they had behaved with much 
gallantry im the ecton, and theretore the cont only 
sentenced them to be suspended, which sentence wes 
not to tale effect fll the pleasure of the admiralty was 
Inown 

In the following spring, Kirby and Wade were sent 
prisoners to England, and the queen was so justly ex 
‘wperated agazust them, that death warrants were sent 
to all the western ports, ordering the sentence to be 
enrited into execution immediately om their arrival, that 
there might be no delay in panuhmg thote who had 50 
disgraced the honour of the Butsh flag They arnved 
4t Plymouth on the 4th of Apni, and on the oth they 
‘were shot 

‘On bis arrival at Jamaica, the admiral was obliged to 
hhave hus wounded leg amputated, and this operation 
causing a fever, he died on the 4th of November, 1702, 
regretting to his last moments the muconduct of biv 
captains, which had robbed him of so fair an oppor 
tumty of 1endenng au eminent service to bis country. 
Tn the heat of the engagement, when he was wounded, 
one of hus hevtenants condoled with inm for hs ms 
fortune ‘1 am sorry far xt 00,’ ward the gallant Ben 
bow, ‘but I would rather have lost both my lege, than 
hate seen thts dishonou: brought upon tbe Engheh 
natiou and hear me, should another shot depiive me 
of Life, behave lke men, and fight it out whilst the sup 
can swim * 

‘Aa to his character, ns bitterest enermes could not 
deny bim tbe bonest reputation of a brave, actire, and, 
able commander, while on the other hand, ne warmest 
inends and admirers admutted that be wanted those con 
cilatory manners which were necessmty to secure the 
personal attachment and regad of the officers he com 
manded Honesty, uite rity, and bl int sincerity, were 
‘the promiment features of hip ptivate character, and we 
can only lament the depravity of buman mature, when 
we find aurseives obliged to confess that these truly in 
Hable qualities are not sufficient to acqune the lave 
of our contemporaries, though they can scarcely fail 
of enzagmg the warmest esteem of every succeeding 
generation 

‘The remuna of this brase man were sent, at 1 sus 
Poud, to Kmzland, anddepomtcd without pomp or cere 
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menial m the burying ground of St Nicholas, Deptford 
but this 1a merely a tradition, that has been handed 
down by the unconcerned The queen 13 whore nervice 
‘he sv boldly fought and dred, and the numerous posterity 
which he left behind, were ake regardless of bis fame. 
and reared 20 monument to indicate the last resting 
place of a sahant naval commander. 








SIR CLOUDESLY SHOVEL 
1680—1707. 


‘Tux many opportumties which the naval service affords 
for the display of personal bravery, shill, Judgment, 
the capacity of mind which it pecubarly requires, bave 
deen the means of calling into notice a succession of 
men who have been rased from the lowest employ 
ment im the service to the Ighest honours of the 
Profession, abd these candidates for dystinction have 
miused a courae, a danng, and an energy, mto this 
arm of war and of national defence, which have rendered 
at more effective than that of any other country. 

These observations are fully illustrated m the lufe of 
the dustingusshed commander whose services are now 
to ba brought under notice. Su Cloudesly Shovel war 
the child of humble pareatage, 1 the county of Norfol 
‘aud wan born m 1650, Hus parents mtended to appren 
tice him to 2 shoemaker, but om tnal the ast and the 
awl were not agreerble to his taste He wes then recom 
mended to Sir John Narboroagh,* who made tum one of 
tus cabin boys. When m this capacity, on bearing the 
adzonial express an earvest wish to have some orders of 
consequence conveyed toe ship at a consderable 4: 
tance, be immediately undertook to accomplish it, and 
actually did so by swimming through the Ime of the 
enemys fleet, with the dispatches un his mouth. 




















® Sit John wos @ Norfolk man, wlach will partly seconnt for he 
purses vommeshovel according to Campbell, sit Juha vel 
fad €¢ce cabus bow co edapeal sir Cheidopher yu 
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Su John Narborough was 20 much pleased with eas 
action, that he from that tame took = great interest m 
lus advancement In 1674, he bad attained to the rank 
of a Lentenant, and when Sir John, x0 that yeat, wan 
pponted commander of @ squadron t act against the 
Barbary corsars, he carned Shovel with him in lis 
own ship As farther proof of his confidence, when 
they arrived off Trapoli, he sent Shovel on shore, ov two 
eccasions, t) negotiate with the dey He failed m ths 
msmon, but in bis two vimts be made such accurate 
‘observations on the forcs and distrbution of the shia 
an the harbour, end the strength of the forts, that he 
‘wan able ¢o propose » plan for destroying the Tripolin 
‘vessels as they lay moored under the very guts of the 
town Has project beung approved of by the adnurel, he 
‘was oopudered the fittest person to carry it into exeon 
tion, and was sent on accordingly at mght with all the 
boat of the fleet Ho first sexsed the guard boat, then 
entered the mole, and burnt four large armed ships, 
without losing a single man Thus brilhant exploit con 
tribated not a little to morease the regard s0d affection 
of the admral, who soon after promoted hum to tbe com 
wand of the Sapphire, a foarth rate 

In November 1670, captain Shovel was employed on 
shore, with a party of seamen, 1n the defence of Tangre! 
which then belonged to the English crown, and was be 
meged by a Moorsh army On the 8th of the month, 
the enemy made a desperate attempt tu carry the place 
dy stort, but were repaled with great los Captain 
‘Shovel displayed the highest bravery on this oocaswn, 
and received a wound which prevented bisa from serring 
for some time alter 

Dunng the remamder of the war with the Barbary 
Powers he lost no opportumty of signaling bumeelf 
He took or destroyed several of therr most powerful 
crusers, and was very successful im mterrupting the 
hittle commerce which these prrahicel states corned on 
He returned to England in 1630, and James, duke of 
‘York, who then conducted the affkire of the navy with 
out the asutance of a board of admuralty, thought so 
lughly of tus ment, thet he immediately apponted jum 
to the command of the Dover frigate He continued im 
tha ship till the revolation, when he waa appomnted to 
the Ed,ar,a third rate, and signalzed himself so gently 
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in the battle of Bantry bay, that hing Wilham conferied 
on bum the honom of Lmghthood He soon after re 
moved anto the Monk, of 60 guns, and was appmnted 
commander of a small squadron, connstung of four ships 
of wor, and tye inferiot vessel», stetioned to crmse up 
and down the Chauocl and off the coast of Leland In 
this service he met with considerable success, interceyt 
ang maay of the supplits trom France winch wert m 
tended for the use of king Jane u army im Ireland 

In the following year be wis commodore of the squ 
ron which conveyed William to hdland, and acquitted 
Iimeelf co much to the satisfaction of his sovereign, that 
he wan vmmediately fterwande raed to the rank cf 
rear ndmiral of the blu. 1n the course of the yeur bo 
asuated general Kirk 1m the redaction of Dencannon 
Castle, and in January folowing served as rear admiral 
ao the fleet which conveyed king Wulsam to Holland 

On hw renin he jouned the giand fleet undex adam: 
Russel, and was ordered to look mto Brest When he 
arnved off that harbour, he aaw forty sail of men hant 
ahips coming ont, under the protection of thiee men of 
war du Cloucksly, to deceive them hoisted French 
colours, and this stratagem had ueaily proved successful, 
for the enemy did not discaver their davger until they 
‘wert almost close to the Knghsh squadron The shops of 
war esc iped, but aeten or eight of the consoy were 
taken, and athens destroyed 

At the memorable battle off cape la Hogue, Sir Cloudes 
Jy Shovel had Ine fag, as rear admiral of the red, on 
‘board the Royal Witham, 4 new ship of 100 guns, 
had hus full ebare of the daoger and kionpur of that glo 
nous day In 1692 he commanded under lord Berkley 
3m the expedition to Camaret bay, and afterwards, by 
the express desire of the hing, had the chief mana,ement 
of an expedition a_ainet Dunkirk , but tbe attempt did 
not aucceed Campbell, 1n giving on account of this eer 
‘ace, very handsomely observes, that ‘ Sir Cloudesly took 
care to demonstrate tbat no fault layin ham, for he 
went with a boat within the enemy's works, and so be 
came an cye witness of the mpossibility of doing what 
Jus orders directed to be done, and, theiefore, om hin 
return, be was perfectly well received, and continued 
to be employed as a man who would commend succeoa, 
where it was Pomuble, and omit nothms m bis power, 
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where at was not’ Daring the remamnder of the war he 
‘was employed im varsous parts, but without meeting with 
any opportunity of adding to the laurela he had already 
acquired 

‘On the accesnon of queen Anne, be was advanced to 
the rank of admural of the white, and in the autama of 
1702, was sent with a squadron of twenty sail to rein 
force tir George Rooke of Vigo The place being takeu 
betore his arrival, and his services rendered unnecessary, 
he returned to kagland with the disabled ahipe of the 
Bnibsh fleet, and the captured vessels of the enemy 

In the following year he commanded an chet 1 the 
Mediterranean, with a fleet of thirty five English aad 
twelve Dutch ships of the hne The object of this power 
fal armament was to aanst the Protestant mnhabitants of 
the province of Languedoc, who, on being severely per 
secuted on account of their religion by Lous XIV, ba 
amplored the asustance of the maritrme powers Sir 
Cloudesly used every effort to afford them «ucrour, but, 
from the peremptory orders under which be was laid, 
be was obhred to retro to England without having 
am opportanity of performing any great service 

In 1764, he served under Sir George Rooke, aud was 
present at tho taking of Gibraltar, and commanded the 
‘van of the combined feet of Pagland and Hollaud mi the 
action off Malaga On this occasion he narrowly evcaped 
dermg surrounded by the French, but Sir George Rooke 
perceiving then demza hore down namediately to his 
asnutance, which seasonable succour Sir Clondesly re 
turned tn the Satter part of the engagement, when 
sereral ships of the admiral’s divmion being forced out 
Of the Line for want of smmuninon he gallantly came in 
to ther ad Im January 1705, be wes appointed reat ad 
‘muralof England and in the Vay following, commander 
am chief in the Wediterranean, with a fleet of twenty ming 
wail of the hme, besides firgates, fire shups, bombs, &c , 
and on aniising off Lisbon, he wan jomed by a squadion 
under Sur Jchn Leste, and some Dutch slips of war, 
which made Ins whole force amount to forty eit sail 
of the hne With thes he cruised some time between 
cape Spartel and the bay of Cadiz, to prevent a junction 
of the Taulon and Brest squadrons, and then returned to 
Lashom On the 23rd of July, the king of Spam, Chars 
TIE, embarked on board the fteet, which mmedustely 
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proceciled to the Medsterranean They snchored an the 
‘bay of Atten on the 11th of August, snd the next day ap 
penved before Barcelona The land forcea were amme 
dhately debarked under the command of the prince of 
Hesse and the earl of Peterborough, and the ships of 
‘war hauled in shore, to cooperate with the army, and 
to bombard and canponads the town, which held out 
unbl the 23rd of September, when the governor captu 
Inted This service being performed, Sir Cloudesly pro 
ceeded to Kngland with part of the fleet, and left the 
remamder im the Mediterranean under the command of 
Bir Jobn Leake 

In the ancceeding summer, Str Cloudesly again assumed 
the command im the Med:terranean, and when at asbon 
the following indigmity was offered to his flag by one of 
the younger proces of the royal fammly He bad o: 
dered some of hus ships to seaon a cruwe, anion pasmng. 
down the river they were fired upon from the castle of 
Belam The admiral demanded an explanation, and on 
some frivolous excuse bemng offered, he gave the Porta 
guese to anderstand, that, if eth ap insult were offered 
again to the Bnnsh flag, he would aot wat for 10 
structions from home how to proceed, bat would take 
ammediate antusfaction from the mouth of his cannon 

Sir Cloudesly continued to command on the Mediter 
rapean station, and in the summer of 1707, sailed to 
Toulon to assist the operations of the duke of Savoy and 
prince Eugene, who invested the arsenal by land Bat 
the French having compelled the allies to tawe the 














sege, the Brinsh fleet reured from befor the port Sur 
Cloudesly Shovel felt the greatest chagrin at this dis 
appointment, as he confidently calculated upon capturmg 
the forty sail of the line which were then blockeded m 
the harbour, but no part of the failure of the expedition 





with a squadron of thirteen ships of the line, be sailed 
homewards with the remamdsr of the fleet, and, painfal 
to relate, the Association, of 00 guns, the admiral s ship, 
and two other abips of war, one of 70 and another of 50 
gums, were unfortunately lost on the rocks called the 
Bushop and hus Clerks, off Scilly, on the evening of the 
‘2th October, 1707, when every person on board perishes. 
The admiral was im the Gfty seventh year of his ane, 
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und lus body 1 stated by Campbell to havc been found 
among the rocks of St Mary the day after by some fish 
fermen, who stspped 3¢, and burned at m the «and, and 
that rt was only diwovered by bre valuable emerald ning 
bacomng known to be in the possesion of these people, 
whieh induced one of the officers to compel them to 
point out where it bad been concealed. The body was 
then conveyed to Plymouth, and thence ta London, 
and after having Tain in state for some days, st was in 
terred with grest foneral pomp at the nanonal expense 
im Wostunaster Abbey, where = stately monument wae 
‘erected to his memory * 

Sw Cloudesy Shovel married the widow of bis carty 
frend and patron, Sir John Narborongh, by whom be 
left two daughters ‘lo delueate the character of thu 
great naval commander it uw sufficient to observe, that 

was equally praiseworthy and estimable on all re 
lanons of fe He discharged lus pubhe erployments 
with abihty, bonoar, and integrity, and im the private 
walks of fe conducted himself with so muh tender- 
ness, affecuun, and regard, towards al} c 
inn, that as no man hved more beloved, eo no men died 
more lamented 
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CHAP IV 


Trom the Peace of ( treckt to the Death of 
George 1 


Woirs the peace of Utrecht was ratified, op the Sist of 
March 1714, the overwhelming naval supenonty of 
Britam was 90 wmamifest, that the chief European states 
felt humbled by the comparwon, and as there were 
many wdications that the peace which had just been 
concluded would not be of Jong continuance, they set 
about xeparing and mereasug their ships of war 
with the greatest expedition The death of qiteen Anne. 
and the accession of George I, 1m the following year, 
‘were the immediate causes of again drej,ging thiscountry 
into an expensive connexion with the Continent Spain 
liad been actively preparing for war Cardinal Alberony 
then prended over tts conncila, and as his achemes of 
vonquest and a.grandizement were pou a gigantic 
scale ho set himself im earnest uot merely to augment, 
but to create anew, a Spaoish nary He therefore par 
chased vewels fiom different countries, and butt others, 
and sich war the indefangable character of bis pro 
ccedings that, only three years after the peace of 
Verecht, Europe was astopisbed at the appearance of a 
bpautsh fleet in the Mediterranean, consinting of thirty 
ships ot w ir, destined for the reduction of Sardima 
Gworge 1, on bis accession, continued the foreign 
poly of his rmmediate prrdecemore, and entered inta 
what has been termed the quaduple alliance with 
Austria, Trance, and Helland, to preserve the balance 
of power on the Continent, and to settle the dispute 
Wetween Spain and Austia The king of Spam was 
diysaused with this treaty, and he employed the arma 
ment which he had coll(cted m the reduction of Sar 
dima winch Yelonged to Austra The emperor of 
Gurmany hnatened to the assistance of hut Italian aub 
yects, and calcd upon bis Biitish ally ta oo operate by 
sea To bru. about a cettlemcut of these disputes, the 
English government dispatched a squadron of twenty- 
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two ships into the Mediterranean ander Sie George 
Ryn 

Fae ambitions Alberont, nticspating that his proceed 
mage might involve bis master m hostilities wath Britum, 
ancreased lia exertions m proportion to the expected 
resistance Five hundred transports, which carved a 
formidable Iand force, were protected by a flest of 
2 stups of various rates, two fire ships four 

and seven galleys But this fleet was eu 
countered by bir George Byng off cape Passaro, on the 
Mith of August, 1718, and so utterly discomfted, that 
all the shspe were taken except three, which were enved 
dy the conduct of their vice admiral, a native of Ireland 
Open howhnes between Sparn and Britain were now 
inevitable and accordiagty, om the following Decomber, 
war was proclaimed 

Alberom: now contemplated the most effectual method 
of annoying Sritam by exponaing the cause of the Pre 
tender and as his naval resources were dimmished, 
he hoped that an invamon of Svotland 10 beball of the 
Stuarts mht be accomphshed successtully with a very 
inoderate force The duke of Ormond was fixed apon to 
conduct thia expedition, aod he obtained trom the Spa 
ish court a fleet of ten ships of war and trauspote, 
hi vang on board 6900 regular ¢roops, with arms for 
120(0 more The expedition set ea) from Cade at the 
(nt of 1708 but after harm. doubled cape Finssterre, 
Unty foraidable armament encountered a tremendous 
stim by which it was dupersed m all directions 
Some of the vemets foundered and were cast away, 
others were driven back to port, a few scattered ships 
took refuge m neutral harbours, and only one found 
at way to Scotland with the marquis of Tallibardin, 
and small number of Spamsh solders on board, 
who were made prnone:s immediately on thei armival 
‘These schemes of the Spanmh mimster were so much 
tuxond the exbiusted powers of the country, and et 
tended with such disastrous results, that a fierce outcry 
way rawed agaist him, im consequeuce of which he 
‘as diamsed A change of measures was the natural 
consequence, one of which was the renewal of peace with 
Fntand am June 1731 

Harm thus contuolhd the antiquated and worn out 
awunaachy of Spun, the naval teriors of Bitam were now 
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summoned furth agamat the youthful and ruing empire 
of Russ The hing of Eugland bemg detrous to bung 
about = peace between Sweden and Rusma, sent a fleet 
ante the Baltic, under the command of Sir John Norns, 
() set against the czar Peter, 10 case he should not be 
anclined to accede to reasonable proposals of peace This 
interference of England very much enraged the cxar, 
tut the red cross flag was no sooner displayed in the 
Lute, than the Russian fleet withdiew ateelf into Revel, 
speadaly restored 
ch of Peter, hus empress Catharine suc 
ceded to the Russian throne, and begau, m 1726, to 
assemble tro pa, and & formidable fieet, the parposes of 
which were studiously enveloped in mystery, but as 
every circmastance seemed to intimate that the storm 
would burst upon Sweden, George I felt himacif com 
yelled to snteipose, 2m bebalf of bis helylew ally A 
strong Brit sh squadrou was therefore scut into the 
Balt, under the command of Sir Charley Wager, and 
thin demonstration was 90 effective, that Rasa desman 
tled he navy, and abandoned the expedstion 

The next naval operations in which Butan was en 
gaged were conceived 1m injustice, and ended, spproprt 
ately enou,b, m disgrace and duaster In spice of the 
ccasation of ‘hostilities, there was no cordial feeling of 
amity between the Englah and Spannirds and each 
party seemed only to ie 1m wait, to become the assatlant 
‘with advantage The frst decided movement was on 
the part ot England Two squadroos were fitted ont 
to act ncamst the Spaniards, one of which, under the 
command of Sir John Jennings, was to cruse along 
tho const of Spain, and slarm the country, but the other, 
under the command of Homer, was commismoned upon 
a service that would have been worthy of the bus 
caneermg heroes of queen Elizabeth This was, to 
block up the Spamsh treasure galleons im the Wert 
India ports, and on their venturing out, to seine, and 
bring them to En,tand Homer depaited in April, 1726, 
upon this wrworthy expedition, with acven ships of war 
The enemy however had been fortunately forewarned of 
the dusign, upon which they unloaded the gaileons, and 
re, Valued at mx mulhons aterhpg, back 
he Enghsh admiral, mm the mean time, 
airived at the station, and kept watch in the Bast 
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amentos, near Porto Bello, te the fafimte mirth of the 
‘Spamards, and on loang a great portion of bis crows 
by sickness, he set vail fo Jammvce, remanned his shrpe, 
amd came back in quest of that golden flesce, to gam 
which he bad already sncrifced so many valuable lives. 
But auch was the uohealthiness of the stihion, that con- 
tacious dimsasax aguin broke out; the unfortunate men 
dsed by hundreds, and Homer, who was prevented by 
Is instruchons from assuming « more echve part, and 
ataking some decinve blow, died broken hearted ‘Con 
science undoubtedly rmbsttered those feelings of rage 
end shame that maddened the Boghsh when the rehos 
of the fleet returned home, thus baffled and vanquisbed 
without a blow. The Spamards attempted to retaliate 
for such indirect homphnes, but the resources of the 
country having become exbausted, and their naval 
power destroyed, they only made a feeble attempt to 
recover Gibraltar, and the fleets of Enutand prevented 
them from being able to make any impreasion upon 
thut fortress, This attempt was quickly followed by & 
peace with Spain, which terminated the naval opera 
tons of tha reign. 











ly because there was no equal opposing principl 
life ond suident to the narrative Host 
countnes could only ground therr bopes af success upon 
dividing tho strength of England, and mvolving tt in a 
civil war, and theefme the Pretender’s cause was 
adopted, as the most effectie moans of produciog this 
dascord But an open invasion of Britain for such s pur 
Pose wen sexpossible, wile rts fects kept, posmesion of 
seas, and watchod the movements of every port 

& stolen descent, even af practicable, would hat 
been necemarily ou too small a scale tobe effecure. Dar 
ang thus reign alan of so roany bloodless victoria by sea, 
the navy had deen increased by the addition of mxteen 
sal But even this tide of undisputed success now 
threatened t0 become fatal to England, by mnspinog a 
‘yarn glorious confidence that reyected the idee of im 
provement, and thus, while the French and Spanuerds, 
Inupbled by frequent defeats, endeavoured to improve 
their marine srebrtecture, and succeeded, the Engiuh 
doggedly adhered to the old principles of sbip building. 

He 














1 AVAL IIIS}ORY. 


Ihew vessels therefore were crank, and heavy in 
suhng, awkward m stowage, and confined im the 
decka, ‘and in the Ingest men of war the guns of the 
lower dech could not be used except in calm weather 
It was m0 small merit of our gullant neamen, that with 
such ebips they had annihilated the fects of France 
and Spain but the same result could bave been accom 
Pluhed more promptly, and with lies expense of Iifa 
and treasure, 1f Kogland had but condescended to 
rmitate the industry, or even the models, of her ad- 
vermanes 
On the accesnon of George II negotiations for 
J72Y_ a gener perce were entered into, and con 
unued from time to ome, uutil they termmated 
1n the treaty of Sessile, November 9, 1729, to which 
Spam, France, Englind, and Holiand, were parties. 
But although peace had been concluded the Spaniards 
wave many jwoots that necesarty, and nut choice, bad 
mmdaved them to gue up therr open howtihty to Eng 
laud The many lowes they had sustamed were too 
heavy to be easily forgotten They bud not yet ae 
quired a silutary estimate of thar own national weak 
nest and onferionty, and they anxionely employed 
themselves im strengthening thew navy, to try once 
more at mo distant period the fortape of atmos by sca 
Lhene hostily purposes were especially manifested 1m 
America, Whur the Spamirds haramed the trade, and 
captured the slip. of Butish subjects and when ti 
court of London remonstrated with that of Madnd, the 
latter only replied with counter accusations or unmean 
ang apologies The kn.lah, therefine, clamoured loud! 
for war, but mich were the dificulies of Walpol 
Pontion, that he was unwilling to accede to the wishes 
of the people, and he attempted to allay the national 
discontent, by enterng into a treaty with Span In 
Chis treaty 1 was strpulated that Spain should pay 
£95,000 to the Fu_lish as a satisfaction for all demands, 
‘but this sum was not considered # sufficient equivalent 
for the damage which bad been eustamned, and emu- 
mated by many persous at £340,000 Violent discussions, 
were constantly arming 1a parliament, when fresh 
complaints were made against the acts of the Spanush 
authorities im America These complaints arose from 
Spain having prolubitcd all atuvoma wath her colo. 
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mies, ind im evforcng her policy with seventy , she bad 
seed many British subjects, and coudemned them to 
slavuy sm the mines of Potost These repeated com: 
plants at length induced Sir Robert Walpole to consent 
to reprisaie. 

‘Accordingly, in 1739, although war was not formally 
announced between the two powers in Earope, letters ot 
marque and reprisal were granted agamest the Spamards 
im America The principal events that happened in 
consequence were seaicely enlculated to shed additional 
Juste upon the Biiush navy Admmal Vernon, who 
was sent with a fleet to the West Indies, to annoy tl 
Spanish trade in that quarter, had often boasted that 
with mx abips ouly he could take Porto Bello, and 
being permitted to try the experiment, he euccceded, 
by 4 combination of extraondinary temersty and good 
fortune As the war was thus successtully bezun, sup 
phes were hi 
imaginable visowr. Comuodore Anson wa with 
squadion tu distress the enemy ey and 
4 more formidable armament was placed unde: th 
tomrmand of the hero of Porto Bullo. Bat scarcely had 
the foolish dutenm of the Knglish on account of this 
evploit subsided, when they were depressed in an equal 
degree by ‘is apfortunate failure in the expedition to 
Catthagens, 15 which a noble fleet and land force wore 
mmerably suerthced, between the blunders and dissen 
ove of the two Engloh commandera* Even the return 
of Tord Anson fom his Jong perplus of the globe, with. 
the large Spanub treasure he had captured, was insuffi 
cient to heal the popular irritation, and the wealth ha 
bronght to England, and by which a few individuals 
were eurched, was thought to be no recompense to the 
uation at large for the loss of a fine squadron of elnps, 
whieh hue expedition had necessarily occamoned, 

The French, who had looked on, and bebeld the div- 
asters of ther amcent 1:1als, were now eager to shure 
in the anticipated triumphs of Spain they therefore got 
their navy in readiness, and resolved upon an mvaaon 
of England, mm bebaif of the Pretender. 1o this measare 
they were the more encourage’, by the dimennona that 
now prevailed among the Engi-h, and the undiaguused 
lon, ange of the Torn for the restoration of the ancient 
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dynasty Am army of 15900 French soldiers, under the 
command of the celebrated connt Saxe, was to he 
€ exrted to England by & shong contoy under admual 
‘and Janded upon the coast of Kent 
The armoxment accordingly act wail trom Brest, m Ja 
muary, 1744 but the measure which depended so much on 
secrecy for success had been discovered, and Sir John 
‘Norrts act sail to weet them with such a superior force, 
that the enemy were obliged to return to port After 
this failure, France proclumed war agarost England 
We can only mention a few of the principal events of 
this war, and refer the reader for the sest 1 the lives of 
wed Anson and his contemporaries The united flcet of 
France and Spain, after baving been blocked up im the 
Darbour of Toulon, was encountered by admral Watthows, 
«n February lth, 1744, with a very superior force The 
en agement conmsted of a series of skirmishes through 
fom successive days but such was the Coniunon of pur 
pores between the Brith commanders, that the result 
‘was wholly wndecinve, olthouyh, fiom the alvantages 
possesaud by the English Geet, the destiuction of the 
(uomy seemed mevitable * A court martial was held tn 
England upon the occauon, at which Matthews, who 
hid gallantly rushed upon the enemy, was dumused 
the weirice, whale bus second m command, who bad 
looked <aully om after refusing to co operate, wat aoquit 
ted of having acted xmproperly, and rmmediately pro 
motcd and intrusted with the command of a powerfal 
armament of mxteen sul of the bue, exght fiizatos, two 
bomb ketches, together with a land force of 5,000 offi 
«acne men + LOnent was the olyect of attack but from 
tmummanagement this expedition completely fated To 
this strange treatment of a gallant and distinguish 


fh nov one of the beat appenntrd eu roane thaten er eed fo 
socom Jxpedtions thatever euled from 

ies palanty dmpinved 1 anchored 

saree To, ite ans ar Wat‘ hare lwebed 
reartta enemy unprepsred, fogrdnswetealiomed 
inpee before the army was aireeiee agent toe cny. Howtos 
er pacino comme Dut lo afer afew dene 


















lSpsBE 39 wurrender, in tence of the foraficedione 
jected unt mable The troops re embuted unmolested, and, that 
© icy might ruttrn some B 9pb¥ of thus fooluuh deraiarkabon, fo 
cet of cannot a mortar, and @ large qoaauty of wamumiion, we 
Ftliehied "As aight bse been ‘he aurustry at home were 
10a ah last to perenne that much depended upon these choice of Coan 
Tbandere 20 Ubu, amd Lestock way sever mxae eesployed 
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commander may in some degree be attributed the in 
decunve result of another naval contest which the vira 
Jence of party spit denounced as a disgrace to the 
Brush flag, and which shall bs noticed im due season 
In the succeedimg year some compensation for this 
misthance was obtammed by the capture of Loussbourg, 1m. 
the isle of cape Breton, which the French bad fortiied 
at avant expense It was taken by commode Warren, 
on June 17th, 1745 In afew days after the surrender 
ot Loumbouig, two French Eaat India ships, and 2 Spe 
ash slap ftom Peru, laden with treasure, sailed ito the 
harhour on the apposition that it sll belonged to France, 
and were taken by the Engheb squadron [n addinon to 
this smpoitwnt territorial loss, the French, in October, 
1747, soffered a severe naval defeat Rear admiral 
Hawke, who had been sent with fourteen ships of the 
June to intesept a fleet of French mercbantmen, fell un 
with mie ships of the enemy, besides fngntes, under 
the command ot de Letendeur, m the latitude of Helle 
th The Fn livh admural mmedsately gave mgnals for 
thie, and m half an hour the two fleets were un actual 
contact he battle, which was bravely contested on the 
put of the Freuch, lasted from noon tll night, when alf 
their shupa struck except two that escaped in the dark 
Avnidat these mportant movements a muor warfare 
hav been mceseantly kept up by privateers and cruisers, 
an which the strength of the enemy was chiefly exerted 
As the combined navies of France and Span dd not 
nutster above iitts ships of the line, thes wisely avoided 
eCneral engagements, in which they could have no hope 
a-ainst the supcnor stength of the enemy stead of 
this they barassed the British trade by flying squadrons, 
and compelled their adversaries to keep watch in every 
se, and waste then efforts in destructive avaults upon 
fortrensea But the French and Spamiatds were obliged 
tm perceive throughout, that they were engaged m a most 
purilous experiment, and while they felt the loss of 
every mbip a» a 4e1 one drmmution of therr strength, they 
Sav that the navy of Epgland only zncreated at every 
auccesene disaster. These teelimgs led to the peace of 
Ary Ia Chapelle, between England and France, in 1748, 
and im which Spam consented to be included im 1750, 
and 2t was no small tribute to the exertions of the enemy 
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that no national Joss ¥ as sustarned by them im the terms 
of pacification ‘Th. belhgerent powers bad so effectually 
annoyed each other, that each nation celebrated the 
peace with the mont extravarent demonstrations of tri 
uamph, while the mtcs esta of the unfortanate Pretender, 
whore name hed served es @ watchword alternately 
to France and Spam, were completely and for evor 
abandoned 

Tn the yea 1755, symptoms apperred on the part of 
France, which sbewed that the peace of Arx la Chapelle 
was drawing ty a close At Brest and othir French 
Ports, there wos a suspirious refittag and musterng of 
ships and while it was avoacd that thes armament 
was to act in North Azwencs, the British minwtry were 
amused with professions of piace unbl the fleet had 
Actaally avt sail Upon this, dunia Borewwen was sent 
out with leven ships of the Line, and one frizate, to 
watch the motions of the enemy and on bearing after 
wardy that the French fleet consisted of ewenty five sbipe 
of the line besides frigates aud transports, six ships and 
one fiigate were sent to reuiforce the Faghsh admiral 
Bowawen ycpatred to the banks of Newfoundland, at 
which the french abo arnved, but there ww a0 thick a 
fog at the time, th it neither parts wis aware of the other # 
neighbowhied After havin, thus mined cach other, 
lord Howe fell on with a pat of the French ficet at 
cape Hace ind in the acon that ensued, be mcceeded 
am capturing twa ol their skips After this commence 
ment ot hostisties the French prutured war and as 
they had greatly strengthened thuir mnie, they were 
confulent ot success Hut the Butish fleet, although st 
‘thu time an overmateh for the united navies of Emope, 
contnued to be auxmented so rapidly, as to make ther 
hopes ridiculous and such was the success of our 
cerusers, that before the yea had closel, they had cap 
tured ahove three hundred mercuant sbupe, and 6,000 
French aeamen Such mdeed was the danger attending 
the shrps of France, that on going out of poit they were 
imaured ot thirty per vent, while thove of the Engluh 
cotinned to pay nothing more than the common in 
surance 

Jarweated Ly these lotses, the Freuch now endeasoared 
to alam the English with the teats of an myanan, and 
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bean to souster a powerful armament it Toulm The 
plan succeeded so effectually, that England us fled 
with groundless apprehension, and a stiang force of 
He-sans and Hanorerians was summoned for the de- 
fence of the nation, as if the enemy bad been already at 
our extes But although Fiance was conscious of her in 
alnhty to execute much a threat, her ships were uot 
aswmbled at Toulon for a mere idle bravado , and in the 
Deninning of 1756, the fleet sailed on an expedition 
a, unat Minorca, which waa then ocvupied by an English 
cation 

‘The Er_tah ministry hed long been offi tally and repeat 
edly informed of the extent of the French preparation, 
ty well as of the powtive destination of the armament, 
Dut for revsous that have never transpiicd, they neither 
sunt a fleet rato the Mediterranean to prevint the sailing 
ot the expedition, nor did they send such temnforccments 
ta the Guten as to give it the slybtest chanue of 
a successful resstance” On the same day that the 
French sailed from Toulon admiral Byng wre sent with 
avery unWequate force to oppose then matured pre 
pirate and Ine only chance of success depended 
Upon bis amval before them Bat as the Fiench 
Mut had arrived some weeks soouer, and witbout re 
sutince landed « powerful and cffiient army upon the 

Jaud, the delay was fatal to bis success ‘The Fiench 
fleet was moe powerful and eficient than that of the 
But h bat still Byng bore down upon at, and, after an 
wndecisive action, obliged it to withdraw, and faally to 
est ipe durmg tbe mght lhe Enzlsh admiral could 
easily have landed reinforcements but a handful of men 
ad only been sent tor that purpees which it was deemed 
‘unnecewary to land, at they would only bave added tothe 
number of prooners The brave garison of Pot Philip 
wuade a spirited revistance in the fave of in overwhelm 
ing forse, but when riief was hopeless they surrendered 
‘upia an honourable capitulation The admiral then 
returned to Gibraltar to refit, and be rady for a serond 
contest The condact of Byng became the subject of 
‘iolent complamt be was loaded with reproahes, and 
denounced as a traitor and a cow ird, because he fatled 
sm deatioyin,, the supersor fleet of the enemy 

Tt was never bone in mund, that the Prench admiral 
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list accomplished bus object, and bad no 1dacement to 
tise the safety of he Beet in a general action Thus he 
‘wan eauly enabled to 
do by the ahrps Jt was said that 
Byng ou,ht to have engaged withont reference to bi 
lane of battle bat they who said so forgot that a court 
martial kad only five years before dismissed from the 
crv the ,allant Matthews, for having doue what they 
were determined the unfortanate Byng should now be 
punished for not having attempted Jo the lasting 
dagrae of the Englah muautry, they encouraged this 
national clamour to divert the pubbe odium from 
ay 2 secretary of the ad 
muralty (Ste J Barrow, baa candidly admmtted that such 
Was therr object, and that the fate of Byog was a ‘judi 
al murder, promoted and directed by two udminintra 
nous In fact, be was sentenced by the popular feehng 
befare the mvestigabon commenced, and in» appeal only 
half of ius memory with postenty Hr 
gudyes acqnitte! tne of cowardice, and secommended 
‘him to meicy but the full penalty of an arbitrary, base, 
and strained conviction was insuted upon by an mex 
orable monstry * 

In the following year the British minmtry determined 
‘that a descent on the cost of Fiance should be mado, to 
count ract the effect of Byng # unfortunate failure, and 
8 flvet waa prepared for thu purpose, conmating af exgh 
teen ships of the line, bendes fiigates, fire ships, bomb 
etches and transpmt.,under the coraroand of Sir Edwatd 
Hawke, while a formidable land force was embarked 
under the commana of Sir John Mordaunt The par 
poses of this expedition were hept a profound secret to 
the Lact, 90 that «hen dhe armament set sail m Bepteraber, 
the enemy were im quspense as to 118 precise object 
Thus fa crcumstauces were promuung, but public 
expectation was disappointed an the result’ ‘The wecret 
mutiuctions of the Biitsh commanders were, to attempt 
adwacent at or pear Rochefort and after tatiog at, to 
dura and dustoy all the docks, maraznes, and shipping, 
they could find there They therefore tanded im Arx, & 
small roland in the moath of the rrver Charente, leading. 
up to Rochefort and fiod ng there a paltry, half fimabed 
fort, they attiched and demolished it After this, they 
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should base proceeded directly to the main obycet of their 
coumusion , but instead of domg this, they spent several 
days in deliberating what should next be dons, whil 
the French, dunng the iotersl, fortiéied themselves a0 
strongly, that when the discusmons of Hawks and Mor 
daunt were ended, these commanders discovered that the 
opportumty for action bad been suffered to escape In. 
tho dilemma, they resolved to retarn home, which they 
did accordingly, to the creat mmdignaton of the: coun 
‘trymen, who had expected far different resulta from such, 
extensive preparations, The favountte remedy of a court 
‘martial was not forgotten on this occasion , and Hawke 
and Moidaunt were fied, but acquitted During the rest 
of the year, the naval operations were confined to priva 
teering, and many bnilant explaits were performed by 
I nglish'shaps, on a emall scale, which collectively had a 
powerful moral effect upon the French, in making them 
feel thei inferionty by sea, as well as drmimubing ther 
Tevourcees 

‘During the earher pirt of the following yeur (1758) 
two naval deeds were achieved, that redounded to the 
Yanoar of Bogiand Admiral Osborne hed been for some 
time emaployed in blocking ap a French fleet m the h: 
bor of Garthagens, when be saw four ships of war, 
tnomanded by the marquis du Quesne, coming to 1t5 
relist Osborne mpmediately sent a detachment of bis 
fleet to encounter them, but the enemy, metend of 
awartin, the attack, fled in different directions Each 
Enghish shy ts chase, and pursued, the enemy 
‘were overtaken, 
‘vhard nght, the French were 20 completely worsted, that 
‘onty the «mallest vessel of the squadion escaped by supe 
rior salmg The Foudroyant, « ship of 80 guns, and 
carrying 800 men, and the Or; bee, of 64 guns, were cap 
tured on this occasion, and added to the hint of Biitish 
stupa, and the Ondamme, of 60 guns, was driven on 
shore A few days after this, Sn Edward Hawke attacked 
a French fleet, conasting of five ships of the line, six 
frugates, and forty transports, Iymg at anchor off the 
ssland of Arx, and having 3000 soldiers on hoard, beades 
4 large quantity of prosimons and stores, for the supply 
oft therrsetlements in Norch America Aasoon as Hawke 
stood an to attack them, the French shpped their cabl 
and fled in different directions , but the greater number 
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of ther ships, 10 their eagerness to escape, were gromnded 
1a shoal water Here they threw thet camnon, stores, 
and cargoes overboard, that they might be warped nearer 
the shore, and thus they secured then escape, but from 
the destruction of their matersel, the purposes of this 
expedition were for the present completely defeated 

The course of German polines, to which those of Eng 
land were now subsernent, made it desirable to effect a 
diversion 1n favoarof our athes, by a descent on France, 
aud preperatious were accordingly made m England 
commensurate with the importance of the attempt Two 
squadrons were fitted out the ove, of eleven shups of tha 
lune, under the command of lord Anson and Bir Zdward 
Hawke, was to repair to the bay of Biscay, to watch the 
enemy, and harass ther navigation, while the other, 
consisting of Cour ships of the lme, and seven (rigates, 
under commodore Howe, was to escort a hundred tren: 
»porte, conveying a powerful land force under the duke 
of Marlborough (grandson to the great duke), om the 
chiet object of the expedition The two fleets set sail in 
company on the be,umning of June after which Anson 
repaired to his station, and Howe and Marlborough stood 
over for the coast of Britany The capture of the strong 
town ot St Maloes was the chief object of the Engliah, 
Due the land forces that arrived first, found that th 
could not make the attack without the co operation of the 
fleet the ships of war, however, having been detained 
for sveral days by contrary winds, the French had time 
to inciense theirdefenves s0 that when the flect arrive 
the town appeared impregnable Disappointed im this 
Purpose, thy duke of Afarlborough landed hus forces about 
o1x niles to the eastward of St Maloes, and proceeding 
to St Servan, he there destroyed a very large quantity 
of shipping and mibtary stores He now found that the 
enemy Was mustermng in great force, upon which he re 
treated and re embarked his hoops Ih was the only 
explot be had an opportunity of performing, for, al 
though subsequent tauls were repeatedly made to effect 
landing, on variows partsof the coast, the Knglish wera 
lundered by violent and contrary winds, uutil scarcity 
of provisions compelled them to return 

In the following Auzust, the fleet and army renewed 
the attempt, the latter beng now under the commana of 
general Bigh, who was consdired an experianced sol 
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aber, and although the French intrenched themselves 
strovgly, 12d made a -tout rematence, the English thoopa 
accomphshed a landing at Querqueville, the line of de 
fencas, which the French abandoned, waa 








take St Maloes, but found rt still too strong, even for 
ther combined forces Unfortunately, however, Bligh 
‘was resolved not to leave the coast wituout performing 


ind therefore he landed, muds a bold dash 
into the country, and defeated the enemy an 
eral light skieaushes It was now tre to retreat fo 
the beach of bt Cus, where the feet wanted to recest 
but mstead of retreating expedsboualy, and m at 
the Enghsh marched wowly, and with drums 
beating, by which the enemy, who had assembled 10 
Great force, were gunded upoo ther track during the 
nught When the Engheh troops arrived at the beach, 
im the mormng, fresh delays occurred mm embarking, the 
French made @ furious ssault, and our soldiers, who 
seem to have lost all presence of mnd, were put to flight 
an five mtautes, and the greater portion of them bayo 
neted or driven into the sea A thouvand of ther num 
der were slam or taken prisoners, in this shamefal 
embarkation, and Ensiand, that had been mtoxwated 
wath the tidings of the capture of Querqueville, was 
astounded at the return of this baffled and dissraced. 
manent Bat af the British were immxasurably de 
Pressed at the event, the enemy were ne extravagantly 
jed,, and having beeu of late rather unaccustomed to 
success, they magnified the paltrs affair of St Cas into 
@ great national trutph After thin untoward expedi 
ton the war as wmal dwindled, for a time, mtodeeds of 
pu ateermg, where the koghsh sailors untrammelted by 
the operanons of land forces, could att m then own 
fashion , and here, a8 usuil, they were successful, inso 
anuch that not a French ship could ventuie ont of the 
harbour without being taken This was #0 completely 
the case, that Lo, lish cruisers, for want of plies, actually 
aifled on nome occasions the ships of neutial pow ers 

Ja the succeeding yea, the Prench, sull medtatng 
an mvaswn of England, bad collected a treat number 
of flat bottomed boats in the harbou of Hatie de Grace, 
and in causequence of these aud othe: preparations, 
two Lugheh fleets were ttted oat for service, the one 
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being pleced under Rodney, and the other under Bos- 
cawen The first of these adourals repaired to Havre, 
‘here he commenced a thendermg bombardment, by 
which he overturned or destroyed certam boats, and 
fightened the town's people, while the latter made an 
Uunsuccensful attempt upon Toulon A Fiench fleet, 
whith Tay im thia harbour, stole ont after the Engiuh 
aemed, and Boscawen, on bearing this circumstance, 
immediately gave chase, and overtook xt off the coast of 
Barbary An engagement commenced, end the French 
were defeated, with the loss of four large ships, two 
of which were punk, and two that were captured be 
me important addihons to the Britwh navy But m 
upite of these losses, the French shll persevered in thew 
Purpow of uvasion, 12 consequence of which the British 
eatabhahed a system of close blockade that extended 
over the whole French comt Thos, Dunkirk was 
watched by commodore Bays, Havre de Grace by lord 
Roduey, Toulon by Boscawen and Brest, by Sir Ed 
ward Hawke, while lines of British cruisers convected 
these several armament so clovely, that pot a mangle 
slup could from the hostile ports without nobee 
‘While the different portions othe French navy were 
thus watched un their respective barbows, each was 
upon tht alert to duscover an opemng the blockading 
squadron of Brest was driven off the comst by foul 
weather and obhged to retara to England, upon which 
adaairal Con: who commanded the French arma 
ment in this quarter, rushed ont with twenty one sail 
of the Ime and tour frigates, im the bope of aurpnning 
and oserpowenng the emailer fleet that had acted m 
concert with Hawke, durmg the blockade Bat just 
when the Fiench admiral had almost succeeded 1m Ing 
purpose, Hawke suddenly re appeated, and gave chase 
to the enemy The French, although of equal force, 
fui to their own coast, where they hoped the Engluh 
would be wrecked among the shosla and rocks with 
which the place abounds, but Hawke continued the 
ch we, and overtook them mm the neighboarhood of Belle- 
isle Here a funous encounter took place (November 
‘20th, 1759), which cantinued fill evening, and the French 
fleet, after a covsiderable lors, made their excape in the 
Sark, and fled in @ shattered state to Rochefort Ths 
vxtory not ouly ramed the hopes of invanon, but 
devided the whole fate of the war, as the French after 
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this blow were unable to accomphsh any smpmtaut 
naval enterprise. 

‘While such was the fate of the chief portion of the 
French marme, wa cam contemplate with a certai 
soclancholy satisfaction one of ther last efforts, whic! 
threw a glorious lustre aver thar expuing cause ‘Thi 
one of the first, rf not the first name im French naval 
‘achievements, had, unfortunately for hus country, held a 
‘very inferior command m the purposed descent upon 
England , and was closely blocked up in Dankirk, by a 
superr force, under admural Buys. But watching bus 
opportumty, ke managed to issue from hut confinement , 
and although hus force conmsted of only five smail aby 
of war, and about 1,300 soldiers, such was bis knot 
character, that the news of hus escape spread terror 
through the whole of England So great, however, was 
the overwhelming force by which he was immodiately 
pursaed, that he waa obliged to fly for refuge to the 
‘northern seas, where he endured inciedsble hardships. 
But mdignaut at the thought of returming home with 
out performing some exploit worthy of bis repatation, 
Thurot actually landed tn ireland, and took the town of 
Carnokfergus This was the close of his brilliant 
career On Pebruary 28th, 1760, he was attucked by 
commodore Riot, and slam m the engagement, upon 
which his sbipa surrendered 

In thee oummary we huve been unable even to refer 
to the numerous conquests and victories gained w the 
East and West Indses, in Africa, avd North America, by 
the direct agency or cooperation of oar navy, durmg 
the course of the preceding events These were to 
numerous, and so splendid, that while they augmented 
the renown of England beyond overy former example, 
they established 1ts political power and rescarces upon 0 
Darts that the world could mot shake At the death of 
George Hi, every arn was commanded by the Brith 
flag, and the war, which bad been eo rumous to the 
commares of France, had only ummeasurably extended 
chat of our country, by making British bottoms the only 
anfe conveyances of merchandise. Jt was circumstances 
such us these that made the death of that monarch #0 
deeply regretted, and bis character so extravagantly 
Panogynzed, notwithstanding bis very limited capa 
city, and Ina Shad detotedness to Hanoterian interes 
‘which entailed so inany miseries on England. 
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GEORGE BYNG, 
LOAD ¥ISCOLNT FORUINGTON 
1663—1733 


Tris successful and judicious commander obtaned the 
honour of nobshty, by the zalous dicharge of the 

rarioun vorvices intrusted to hum = He wan the eldist 
aon of John Byng, Eq of Wrotham, im kent, end ws 
born at bw futher s seat on he 27th of January, 1063 
He was of a sheuder constitution, but «ll supplied with 
epne, and a atrang inclination to been ared ct sone 
of the surring employments of hfe, which led lnm to ora 
at the early age of fftuen He entered the navy, as 
volunteer, under the auspices of James duke of Yor 
some time in the year 1678 In 1681, he quitted the wa 
service for a short time, and served ay a cadet m the 
srenndiers belonging to the arrison of Taner On & 
yacancy which happened in this corps, he wis appointed 
Dy general Kirk un ensign , and shortly afterwards wus 
Promoted toa liuutenancy This last was the bighest 
rank he attamed sp the army , for i 1683 4, when the 
fortsBcanons of Tinsrer were demolished, and the ptica 
evacuated, ho retuned to the navy, and «as appointed 
Ientenant of the Ovford, commanded by captam John 
Tyrrel 

In the following year, he saikcd in the Phoenx frigate, 
under the name cotamander, to the Fast Indie, whe 
he had a sina! opportunity, at creat personal risk, of 
frst mamfesting that courase and mtremaity which 
ever afters ards marked his conduct thouh Ife Ina 
desperate encounter with a Cipgelese puate, be was 
ordered to homd the enemy, who making a most de 
termined revi-tance, the greatest part of bus met were 
Billed, and himself dangerousty wounded He was at 
Jength finals ~uceewful , but the pirate bad previously. 
received yo much damage in the action, thit she sunk 
almost ss sonu az she bad struck, and Vi Byng was, 
‘with much difticulty, taken cut of the water, with scarce 
any remains of Ii 
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He returned to England the yea: of the revolanon , 
and though ho continued m the mbordmate st ition of 4 
Tentenant, he appears to have been engaged 10 all the 
imtngues relative to the fleet, which preceded that qreat 
event These services were conudered of so much su 
portance as to Jead to his rapid promotion Iu My 1000, 
he commanded the Hope of 70 guns, m the battle off 
Beachy Head, as one of the seconds to admual Rooke, 
and acquitted bumself on that occnwion with the utmost 

allantry and resolution 
‘May 1092, he commanded the Royal Oak of 70 xuns, 
in the memorable encounter off La Hogue, and at 
the close of the year, when admiral Russel was no un 
menitedly dismissed the service, he roma the com 
moand of his slup, and did not serve again unt) bin 
fend and patron was recalled to hus command §=When 
be was appomted first captain of the 
sup on bord which adzirat Ruwel 
1d ban flag an commander m chief He served ou 
this station during the yeax# 1604 and 1695 but the fol 
lowmg scar retired from the scrvice, until vfter the 
accession of quecm Anne 

In March 701 Mi Byng was promoted to be rear 
admurat of the red, and, having hoisted bis flag on 
board the bh melgh, of 8 guns, was sent t the Me 
diterrane im, under the ovders of Ins former comman 
der, Sir Cloudesly Shovel Winle on this station, he 
was duspatched with a squadron of fire ships to renew a 
treaty of peace with the dey of Algiers and when that 
Dusinens was concludcd, he returned to Bogland In the 
following year he likewise sexved i the Mediterraneen 
fleet, and commanded in chief at the attack on Gibraltar, 
and at the battle of Malega, hus ship suffered severely, 
having twenty fom men Lilled and forty five wounded 
‘On hin return home he 1eceived the honour of Lnight 
Ihoed for his service on thin occasion, and the value of 
than ditmction way enhanced by the flaterng expres 
sons of roval faxour with which xt was conferred, the 
queen declaring thet she bestowed rt solely ¢ 1n testimony 
of her high approbation of bus bebarioar am the late 
achon* 

Sn 1705, Sir George Byng was promoted to bs vice 
admural of the blue, amd appointed to the command of a 
aquadren of crumcis, sfatioued at the eptapce of the 
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Channel, and on the coast of Ireland, to check the de 
Predations of the French, whose small ships of war and 
privateers sccasioned much mmctuef to the commerce 
of the nation By hus judicious duspamnon of the furce 
under his command, he effectually protected traie, aud 
greatly annoyed the enemy, taking from them « frigate 
of 44 guns, twelve wal of large privateers, and seven 
morchaut ships, with valuable cargoes, from the Weat 
Indies {n the summer of the same year, he wus 
chosen member of parliament for Plymouth, and com 
(unued afterwards to represent that town unbl 1721, whe + 
he wan raued to the peerage 

In 1706 he served under the orders of Sir John Leake 
and Sir Cloudesly Shovel, who were sent with 4 flect 
Of forty sail of the ine, to coop.rate with the English 
army, Which was then in Spain. On bas return to 
England with Sir Cloudesly Shovel, an October 1707, he 
narrowly escaped the fate of bis brave bat untortunate 
commander wm chief fhe Royal Anne, which bore Sir 
George s flag, wes within bulf « wile of the Amountion 
‘when she struck and almost watantly duseppeared, au} 
would also have been lost, but for the great peveuce cf 
mind mn the offers and men, who an a minute» time 
id weathered the rocks, one of whittt 
ships length to leeward of hi 
was advanced to be admiral of the blue, 
and appointed to command a equadrm stanoned off 
Dunkirk, to watch the armaments going forward 10 that 
port for the avowed purpose of mradog Great Britau 
‘The naval part of the enemys armament was com 
nded by the chevaber de Forbin, one of the best and 
most successful officers in the French service, the land 
forces by the chevalur de St. George, better known 
by the name of the Pretender Gn Sur George's ap 
pearance before Dunkirk, the projected mvamon w 13 
deferred, but being blown off the French coast by a gale 
of wind, Forbin took advantage of bus absence, and uu 
mediately puting to nea, stecred for the cosst of Scotland 
Sir George as soon as be roerved the mtelligence of 
their sailing parsued them, and on the 13th of Min 
ot aght of the French squadron m tbe Firth of Edm 
Yurgh, but Forbin mancenvred yo dexterously, by pre 
tending te offer battle and quickly making off to the tlorth 
ward as to exape with the loss of but one ship, the Salta 
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bury formerly in the En_Jub scivive, but «lunch had been 
taken by the French The deugned msaviou, bows ver, 
wan defeated by the promptness and devon of Sir 
George s mi wares and }orbin s squadron only escaped 
from bis slups buns clean, and out sailing the Enghyb 
which were foul in the autumn of the seat, be con 
veyed Muy Anne, doughter of the emperor Lo uld 
and betrothed queen of Portugal, to Lisbon, and was 
promoted to adiard of the white In 1709, he cam 
muanded in chuf im the Medtirranean bat the may d 
Power of france being reduced to a low condition by 
A omecevuon of dcfat, notlung of momint occurccd 
am thar quater On bw retin to Lowtind im dhe 
followin, year, du Grorae struck his flag, and bid no 
employment at ser durum the 1crannder of the 1ugn of 
Queen Aune tut with *he exception of 1 shart antirval, 
B¢ filled the steaton o# one cf the Jods of the dan alty 
Boon vftes the aces wot Cee the Pretuder 
ded in Scotfini or Ue Sie Gource byn, lied always, 
displayed an can or tary 2 nt the hause of Bruns 
With he Ws urcmed the m st prope Person to be 
intra tal with he Gummand ¢ the Meet dited ent tor 
the purpose of mutercepting, any $1 ]7]ts that might be 
attempteL to be s nt ty Scott 11, whet amany Of che 
Iughl ind Chins only y mt La ms to rye an open riba 
fron This service ke pefamel cfectually nd the 
debels, recenayy no aupj es tiem Ls asice as they bad 
expected were speedily 1 inicd hi conduct of the 
adm il on thns oct ion was 50 satisfactory to his new 
sovereign, that be Created kim i Tatonet, snd,as a mark 
of hia personal faxour presoted Lia with a diamond 
nine of connderable value 

In 1717 Sir Geor e Byng ws sent mto the Balte 
with & sion, Rect to over ims the Secdes, whose king, 
Charles XII, cf ng ad wath Georze I an hischaractu of 
elector of Hitiover threatened to transpolt an army 
anto Scotlind, and to m intun the clams of the Pre 
tender But the sppeat uC of an Pnzbsh fleet quickly 
Gheconcerted this Uxt? 19 a st pamect amd the deith of 
Charles XIE 1 inch hipjered uot long after, freed the 
nanon from che alirm «4 an iavavion from the noxth 

Tn 1718 he was sent to the Mediterranean with a 
pamerful feet to present the Spamacds from disturing 
‘the suipulations of the treaty of Linecht on which ocean a 
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he greatly distincushed bumself The Reet conmsted 
of twenty sail of the ne tka fre ships, and some malt 
veneele, and was sored off Gibraltar by twa ships of war 
under sice adoural Cornwall Un the ist of Auzast he 
aived in the biy of Naphs where be wis recevved 
with every dim astration of respect by the imperial 
yutroy The viceroy preanted Sir Geor-e with 4 
sword set wih dvanonds ind a very rich staff of com 
mand and to the admmile son he bhewise presented 
@ very hindsome sword The viceroy aloo sunt 1¢ 
freshments to the fleet, consisting of a bundied oxen, 
sox hundred ehecp sx hundred pounds of sugar « venty 
hogsheals of vine ferty hozsherds of brinly and 
never) other refreshownts On the 6th he saifed with 
a fleet of Tats under bis protection baring 10.040 
German soldicrs on bird to atheve the ctedel uf Wes 
ani then clowly boxed by the Spanmh ory ot 
0.000 men, commande! by the margaivde Fede But 
as he hid arders to try pacific measures before be pro 
ceeded to hostiities he sent a letter to the Spaniab 
Fencal acquimtng him thit the hing bi master, 
dens tnzaned by several treat a to preverve the tran 
quithty of Itily had bonoweed tom with the cvnmaid 
€f 2 Syuriron of ships, whith he had sunt into those 
Say nid that he crme fully empowered and mnstructed. 
Tr jromite such meisined might bust ~vommod ste all 
Arf sem est tween the powers concerned He therefore 
Ptoperd a Cesin%0 of army an Suctly for two znontha, 
im «7dr to ive teme to the several counts to conclude 
such resuluth a4 as mm ght restme a Foting peace but 
We atied that at he was not v0 happy as to succeed an 
this offer ot Ins scrace mF to be anstiumiental mn benim 
aboit v1 dear 1 wcek, be then hoped to merit hie 
excellent y + ¢steem an the Cxecubon of the other part 
Of hu crdiry, which were to ust all his force to prevent 
any tuther attempts to disturb flise dominions winch, 
tue Ling bis marter stood enziced to defen The 
Spomwh cencral replied with cqual courtesy and polite 
mist That at would be an imexpit> dble atiafaction 
tobim to urntributt to so ludible an end as peace 

dat is he bad no powcts to treat he could not of conte 
uence w.tee to any suspencon of arm, even at the 
expinse of what the cat ie of his master’s arms mmr 

be put ta, but should follow ts ours + hilt wnuerd 
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tum to wize on Sicily for Ine master the Ling of Spam 
sed expres 
but that bis matter s forces would always li 
untseraally esteemed am saciificing themsuives for the 
Prowivabon of their <redit 
Upon receivms this wnswer, Sir George Byng stuled 
from the bay of Naples, aa we bave already meutoued, 
on the 6th of Auwust, imd on the th anived off the 
hharhour of Mesuna According to the sntelhene he 
had received, he was Jed to believe that the Spinsh 
fleet had muled to Watta, m order to avord him, but on 
approachinz the Faro of Mesaua, he amotiied two 
Spanish Jool out friowtes, wid at the same tine wad 
informed by a felueca from the Calabrian shore, that the 
Spanish fret was then Iying to off chercoast | On thin 
anformanon, he altered hie onj.tuab tention of landing 
the German troops at Wessina ordered them to Ke, 410 
under convoy of two ahips af wir, snd stood thou,h the 
Far with 1 press of wul About noon be discovered the 
Spamish fleet lying tom a tine of batth — t consited of 
twenty seven sul of menot wit besides two fire ships, 
four bomb veanels, seven galleys iud sever il shits fade 
with stores and proviwens unl was cummanded by 
admiral don Antonio de Castanita, who bad under bia 
four rear admuals Aq soon av the Spaniards pererved 
the Enghsh fleet, they stood away, but it cord order of 
Vattle “Adrmral Byng followed during the tunainder 
of the day and the following nicht, but owin, to the 
Acantinces of the wind, did not cet up with th m Gill the 
morning of the Ith On the Bratsh fleet nears the 
enemy ‘the Spanish admiral made a signal for rear 
admital Mary, with sx ships of war and all the calit vs, 
fre ships porad vessels, and store ship» to seprtate 
from the main feet, and stand um: for dhe Sial wm shore 
Upon which Sir George Bynz duccted captain W thon 
an the Canterbury, with Sve more sbips, to pt iene them, 
whilst he continued to chase the main body of ther 
fleet About ten aclock the action bezan off ip Mas 
sora, between the headmost ships of the Brith 41 i the 
rear of the Spams flect, and soon aftur the eng igement 
Became general through the whole of both Iie« ihe 
Spamards fought with much Inavery, and mamtuned 
the contest unbl dark, by which tme Sir George Byng 
had captured the Spanimh admiral and a reat admual 
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five ships of the line, and two large fizates The 
admurd lay to for some days to repair the damages the 
prises had sustained, which were conmderable, and to 
Yefit the mgmng of his own squadron On the 18th of 
Angut he received the followin: lacouic letter from 
captain W alton, who bad beem dispatched m puraant at 
rear admiral Matt 





+Ste, 
‘We have taken and destroved all the Spanish shy 
and vesscls which were upon the cont, the number as 





per margin 
Canterbury aff Suravusn, Lam, dco. 
Augutt 10, 1718 G Watroe 


Ina Trench sccount the ships that captain Walton bid 
put with 40 mich andificrence inte his musin would 
have furmshed miter for many coluruns of a Monitex 
It appeared that he bad taken four Spsuuh men of 19, 
the Roval, of 60 guns, rear admiral de Mari one of 54 
Gans, ou of 40, and aacther of 24 mins, wath « bomb 
‘Youel, a sinp Laden with arms, and three transports laden 
‘ith provisions The sessels he destroyed were one ship 
Of 54 kuns, two of 40 and one of 39, with a fire ship and 
& bomb vemel, rankimg altogether nine vessels taken, 
and o1x burnt 

Adrorral Byng dispatched his eldest son with the m 
telliycnce of these bruls int euccesses to kagland, where 
he airived overland in B(teen davs after hrs departure 
fiow Naples, and met with a mest pravers wcepton 
from the kin. who made him a handsome prosent and 
sent hint bith wath fall powers to the admual, to nexo 
tate with the princes and states of Ital, a8 be should 
gudige cxpedicnt and at the same ome he wnucd « royal 
biant ta the offcrrs and scamen of all the yrives they 
had talen fiom the Spiminds Prts.ous to the arrival 
of Mr Bynu with the off ral dispuchi» the news of the 
defeat of the Spaniards had reahed Fst id, and the 
lang wrote a letter with bit own bud.an French, to 
the aumual, of which the following 1s the translation 











+ Sim Georce Byva, 
‘Aldou.h I hive reversed uo yews from xou 
rectly, [ a11 informed of th > ctrrs obtamed by the Ret 
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under your command ana would sot, therfore, defer 
giving yom fhat satisfaction which raust remult from mv 
ayprobahou of yourconduct I give you my thinks, and 
disire ou wall teetify my satstactiom to all the brave 
mev who hive distinguatied themselves on this occasion 
‘Mr secretary Cragas his orders to intorm you more 
fully of my .utenfions, but I was willing myself to os 
suse you, that Lam, 
* Hampton Court, «Your good friend, 
Aug 23, 1718. «Grouoa R” 


‘The naval force of the Spamards being no lonzer in 
any condition to remst the Butisb fleet, the only service 
thit remained for Sir George Byug to execute was, to 
Leep the shattered remnant of ther navy blockaded 
those porta whnther st had fled fo1 zefa,ze, and to support 
the land operations of the army im Sreily by brs advice 
and prouctian, and by faultating the fansportstion of 
troupe, stores and aromunition, where they Were ye 
sary ‘The Spanwel court at length fniin, 2t0if unable 
to continue the war With aby prospect of success, accuded. 
to the quadruple alliance im the month of February, 
171020, and hostiines cerned 1m Match flowing, on tho 
unval of a ecouner fom Spain with the intelligence 
thit the preliminary irticles of peace bad been ugne, 
Lis, 49 it 18 abseived by the bistorian of the expod 
ton to Siuly, ‘ended tas war, wherein the ficet of Great 
Britain bore so illustrious a part, that the fate of the 
asland was wholly corerned by its operations, both vom 
peators agreein., that one could not have been conquered 
nor the other have been wubdwed, without Nevct wae 
any service conducted in all ate parts wrth -reater 2e al, 
wcanigy and juivaient nor was evcr the Buteh fig 
ans) igh ri puration and sexpect am those distant parts 
wn Prope" 

Nothin, 1em sins for us now to mention of thiy offer, 
Unt hy caval prete mena On the Oth «f September, 
721 he x as cirated peer of the realio, by the titles of 
baron 3 vathill, and vi coumt Torrmgton "Ja 1725, on the 
agvital of the «maent military ordce uf the Bath, he was 
tnstallct onc of the Kimgkte companions and connuued 
durrsg the whole of the reign of George I to josse98, in 
the bishest depiee, the fasom and prin ial attachment 
of that monarch Ou the accursion of Goret IT he wit 
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appointed first Jord commussioner ot the admralty, xbich 
high offire he continued to bold ull the time of lusdeath, 
winch happened on the I7th of Januaty, 1733, 1m the 
7oth year of hiv age 

The followm, character of thie dieunguished officer has 
Leen given by Mr Corbett, wbo lived in much intimacy 
with hus family — The late Ling (George 1) who had 
named the admiral for the command im chief in the 
Mediterranean, used to say to bis munnters, when they 
Apphcd to bim for instructions to be went to the admiral 
for bis ,uidance on certain important occasions, that be 
would send bun none, for he kuew how to act without, 
any 1nd, indeed, all the measures he took abroad were 
so ex ict and just, as to agree with the councils aud plan 
of poluy at home The cause of the emperor (of Ger 
in, become the cause of his master, be served 
Of that prince with a zeal and hdelity that 
stood w pattern to bis own suljects He hved im euch 
harmony with the Imperial viceroys and generals, as bas 
been suidom seen amon; fellow sutyects umted 1m com 
mind, the want of which bas proved the ruin of many 
rmportant expeditions He was incapable of performing 
Ins duty 1m w cold and neghyeat manner, and when any 
sevice was conamitted t bis management, be devoted 
Iny whole me and application to it, mor could any 
fauAue ar disposition of bady ever divert or mterrupt 
Tuy atte ation from any po ut that required dispatch To 
ity it might be 1m a great measure ong, that he wae 
Hever unfortunate 12 aby undertaking, no miscarried 10. 
any sertice that was 11 trasted to hus direction 

He always proceeded vpon sold priuciples, and left 

nothing to fortune that could be accompluhed by fore 
sisht and uppheation His firmness and plain dealing 
Welt bo appaient to the foreigners whto treated wath him 
upon busines, that it contributed much to the dispatch 
md aucvens of therr thansactions with him, for they could 
depend upon what he sad and ay they vaw he used no 
art a1 chicane Livasclf, and had too discerning a spirit to 
suffer them to pase unobseived an athers, they often 
tound it then dest policy to leave their snterest in his 
Yanda and management, bung very sure of a most 
smpaiual and punctual performance of whitever he 
evgagid 

“Hits reputation w 1» vo thoroughly established im this 
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yar wlar, that, 19 the frequent diepates and alteranone 
‘wha arase between the Savoyards and Germans, mm the 
Courve of the wat , and between the latter and Spanvards 
‘at the conclusion of it, when little canfidezce was @iven 
to the promises or asseveration+ of each other, be was the 
common umpire between them, always «temming and 
opposing any extravagant or unjust demands which the 
overbeanas temper of the German general was very apt 
to suacest, where he had the supettor hand, and recon 
‘alin. ap much a» posble, the viclences of war with the 
rules of honour and pustice 

“When he departed from Italy to attend hus late ma 
jesty 10 Hauover, the kin,, among many graciouy ex 
‘Pretmians, told kum, that he lad found out the secret of 
‘obliging bis enemies a8 well as his fends, and that the 
court of Span had mentioned, with great acknowled. 
ment bis far and fitendly Behaviour sn tbe provimiou of 
ttansports and other necessaries for the embarkation of 
Qherr troops, and i protecting them from muny vera 
tions and oppresnony that bad been attempted No 
wonder that aman endowed with such talents and such 
4 disposition, left behind hun, 1m Hal, and othe foresn 
Yate the char teter of a great soldier, an able stateman, 
wut ut honest man? 
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IR CHARLES WtulR 
1oos—1743 


Tris excellent oficer aud truly estimable min was on 
Of thom, brave and cnterprising ~rimen whu, by dint of 
thar own merit, unatested by pawerful convexious of 
anéucoce, hive acquired an eudurmg reputation, ond, 
attamed the Li rbeat ranks au their profession His frat. 
appointment © ts that of eaptain ot the Fuzee fire ship, 1a 
1002, soon aftr that he tas removed mto an umd slip 
of 43 quns, and sent to comay 2 cet of merchantmen 
Bound to New Fr,iand Durmg the latter] ut of the 
reign of king Walk um, nd the cathy part of that of 
queen Anne, he connmanded diffurent Ine of Lattle slaps, 
under dir Geor.c Rooke, Sir Cloudedy Shovel, and ad 
smuril Byng, ad partuspated im the dangers and glory. 
of those great men 

His regular and constant attention to every point of hus 
duty, bis pirfict hnowlel.e of at an every brinch, 
whether conaidercd wu the light of an ofhcer 01 a seaman, 
raw d lui) to the hi, hest reputation Loti wath the mins 
ter and peopl. which was never exceeded by thove who 
had 1 i nly met with the most ymulu opportumities of 
Aequirts.. renown ‘This catrmation of his qualifications 
Ted tim to be selected co command in chief in the Weet 
Indies in 1707 Has rank 11 thr service at this tine was 
Oly thit of cay tun of the Lapeditic of 70 ems but 
he bad by ite commeaon the pusil.e of appointing & 
cap ain under byw, and horhng a bod pundant os 
vommogore when clear of the Chonncs He sailed fiom 
Plymouth on the 10th ot ipml, havin, under ins orders 
nine slaps of war, with which he was to convoy the 
Wet India ficet of forty tye merchantmen Uw first 
care on ln» arrivat iu the West Indtes was to provide 
ior the aecunty of the Butoh settlements, where ho 1n- 
Goduced such prudent regulatins, and was so attentive. 
en all occasions to the protection of commerce, that both 
the colomes themselves and then trade @oursbed more 
durin. lu» comnmaance on that staon, than they had 
ever dane sauce the revotuton 
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Farly 10 1708, the commodore received advice that the 
eeledrated French chef descrire, du Cav, was daily 
expected im the West Indies with 2 equadion of gre it 
fnce, destined, 1s st way generally suppored, for aa ic 
Gack on the mand uf Jawrica Los spprelunsion how 
ever, was soon removed tor certun mtibge ve arnived 
that du Cases real destmaton was to the Hat anna i, 
to convoy from thence the galleons bound to Spain, whos* 
whole ma me at toat tine was in such a wretched con 
@ition, ox to be urterls sm diquate to the protection af 20 
Nant a treasure 

The commodore immediately formed a proyect for 
atticking the gall ons before they bird jomed ther pa 
tectors, as Mo du Castes for. was too qrat fur bam to 
expect any success vtterwarte Campbell, who appea 
to have catefully considered the chiricter of this great 
ain very plopcrs cscaves that the ica of making this 
Bold uttempt dict not oni ate from the Lops of enriching 
hhunsclf but mersly rom @ desite of deine his duty, and 
elect. (every thing that was in ly power a,amst the 
cn my” The aonte ¢f the galleony way perfctly know 1 
fy lnm they were to sath from Porta Ji ilo to Carthy 
£121 ind from thence to thy Havipnab, where the 
Finch coinmander wis to receive them hiv, therefore, 
rem ved to try af s* wae not possible to mtercept them 1n 
them piosrge from Porto Bullo to Carthagena With 
City view ke sent w many slips a» he could spare over 
ta the Spanish main to watch the encmy, and if possrble 
to obtain information of ther motions He timself put 
tera ind cruned about, to be at hand and in readiness 
About the 14h of March he received intelligence from 
<aptun Puduer, who commanded the Severn, one of 
tus cram, ships, that the galleons mtended to sul 
from Porto Boilo on the tt of May To decease the 
enews, he then returned to Jamaica to refit, and aniled 
again fromm Port Royal om the Lith of April He crumsed. 
about watil the 27th of May, when not meeting with them, 
be began to fear that they b1d intelligence of bis being 
on the coast, and were gone for the Havannah 

On the 28th of May, about noon, the galleons, in 
all seven*en im number, were drscovered from the 
mast bead, ind the Spamards at the same time hod 
mht of the Britsb squadion, but devorung the small 
force the commodore hid with him, they did not alter 
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ther course ‘Ihe Brinsh squadron con isted of the 
following shape 

i § Commodore Waser 
Expedition = 79 guns) Captam Lone 


Kinzaton 00 Brides 
Palad Go Windsor 
Severn 4s + Pudver 


Vaure 6< shep 
Ane commo lore nmediately gave chase to the Spant 
ar(s, which contianed until evenmz, when the enemy 
fading the y could not weather the Bard, an idand in 
thew passage to Carthagena, resalved to contest the 
matty, and drew out as well as they could in line of 
battle, under easy sail At oun set the engagement com 
my nced between the two commanders mm chief, and con 
‘tunard for an hour and abalf, when the Spanish sdmu il 6 
‘ship blew up, a vast quantity of the flaming wiich fell 
on board the Pxpediton, but was happily extinguubed 
without doing much damage After this accident the 
Spamards begun to separate, and the might being very 
dirk favoured their escape bat the commodore discover 
1, one of them, which was the rear admiral, he male 
sail after her, end comms up with her about ten at 
night, fired so effectual a broadude as disabled the 
enemy ‘The Spamard, however, continued to defend 
hi» slup wath great gallantry tll two im the morning, 
when the Kingston and Portland coming up, he struck. 
iny colours and called out for qearter At daylight four 
sul were seen dnectly to wndward, which the commo 
dre made the igual for the Windso! and Portland to 
chase, bis own sbrp beimg too much disabled, besidex 
having no Jets than 300 prisoners on board 
‘The commodore having rr paired his own damages and 
refitted the prize aa well as circumstances would permut, 
Tesolved to proceed withont loss of time to Jamaica, but 
Ueing greatly straitened for provsuons and water, and 
the wind contrary, be yielded to the urgent entreaties of 
hus priconers, and put them ashore at the wland of Bara 
Ibe Spanish rearadmurat as long as he lived retained 
grateful sense of thit act of humanity On the 31st 
te Commodore was joned by the Kinston and Port 
laud, whose captains informed hun that the ship they 
had parsued was the Sj anh vice admnal, whormnmng 
amon. the sboals of Sal sdinas of Carthe cna they woe 
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obliged to tack and stand off, although thes had got no 
neat a8 to Moe several roadudes unto her Thus gave 
the commodore great dissatisfachon, and be determined 
to bug the captarna to e court martial, but, in che 
moan time, be sent them to take or destroy a galleon of 
40 guns, which he understood by a Swe 
had been trading at Baru, bad token shelter m that 
island The gulleon was coming out of the harbou just 
as the Kingston and Portlaud appeared, but on mght of 
the English ships, the Spamards ran ‘ther vessel on 
shore and burnt her After this the coramodore returned 
to Jamaica, and ariived in safety at Port Royal on the 
Asth of July. ‘The captams of the Kingeton and Portland 
‘were tried by a court martial on a charge of neglect of 
duty, 1m not puismng the Spanish vice adwiral when 
the pulote offercd to carry the abips within the shoals, 
and beng tound guilty of part of the 12th and Mth ain 
eles of war, were sentenced to be dismimed from the 
‘coram ind of then respective stups 

Atcording to the accounts maven the commodore by his 
prisancts, the loss suatuncd by the eneiny must have 
een immenye The admural’s ship, which Blew up, 
‘mounted 64 brass ;.uns, bad x complement of near sevin 
hundred men, wventeen of whom only wer saved, and 
had on board about seven msthousin gold and silver Ihe 
ahip which was csptured mounted 44 gums, and had on 
Woard thntten chests of pteces of e.ht, and a very con 
mderable treasure mm miver The galleon destroyed had 
4 rich cargo of merch iwdine on board, but we do not 
find any estimate made of her value It 1s related as 
ecdote of commodore Wa.e1, that am private con 
ston he used to aux, 4 man who would mot fight for 
4 galleon would ht for nothing , and ths mobably 
Was aid in allusion to the wiconduct of hw captains, 
who permutted the Spanish vice admnal to ewape, on 
board whose ship were 61x miltions in gold and alver 

In the distribunion of the captured property, the com 
modote exhibited a most honourable proof of integrity 
and diwaterestedness Previous to this yea1 there was 
uo established regulation for dividing the property taken 
trom an enemy among the captors, but esch individual 
plundered and appropriated to his own ase as much an 
‘ould be found out of the hold There were indecl some 
Mdetined rerulatinss, which custom had in a certain 
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dexree erected into Tau but these wert 2» of cv broken 
through as observed, and (ven when ¢1ey were mast 
strictly maintuned, were to the myn part of the crew, 
auequitsble and unjust To rumety thiy defect, and to 
animate the seamen to more spurt d cx cruons, by bold 
amy out fo them a liberal r compense, ap act of par 
Lament was paswd settlu, tne fitare distribution of 
captured proputy his arrive in Jaman a shot time 
before the commodure s retura wich she zalleons, ami 
thoazh he bad, according to what wis then the usual 
custom of the service, permitted the p-ople to plunder at 
the time of taking the piire, hs now appo uted regular 
nents for the captors in compliance with the lw, and 
W satufy the sailors (f the fairness of hus intentions, be 
orecred bis cxptain to deliver up near £30000 worth ot 
ailver and effects, whith he had sexed bety een decka 
for the commodore s use and Ins own Thi» bonow able 
austance of selt de: at made 4 strang mpres son on the 
mands ot the su rmen under bim, and rendered bu ever 
afterwards one of the niost ponuiur characters mn the ser 
vice Hin ,enerous conduct to bis seamen undoubtedly 
enabled him to air mphish the many important services 
which he rendered to bis county dus: g his command 
Has craisere tock a eve cur number of prizes than bad 
Ween taken at any formes pers01 and be effectually pro 
tected the trade of the Britwh metchants 1m tI ose seas 
‘Soon attes these splendid successes, be received « com 
wousion appointing him teat adomzal of the blue, and 
was onlet d to return hom: Immediately on hiy 
rival im En,land he was p omoted to be rar admiral 
oF the 1ed, and the quecn conttried upon hum the hovour 
ot Kuight! ood With these flittcring but justly deserved. 
marks of royal approbation, and the esteem and love of 
all ranks of his couatyrien Sit Charles retired mto 
pusate hile, and enjoyed a relaxanon from the fatigues 
ot servict, during the remunder of quecn Aane’s reign 
On the accession uf Guor.e I he was «pointed com 
cpandei in chief 1m the Mediterranein_ ind at the same 
time made comptroller of the navy His Mediterranean 
command produced notlung mteresting, wt bemg a period 
ot profound peaco and on hi, aetuin fom thence, he 
remained unemployed a8 a flac officer till *he year 1722, 
when some disputes with Portu-al canced a fleet to be 
equipped, to the command of which bir Chailes Wari 
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‘as apnointed Matteis not procesding to extremines 
sith the ccmtof Lisbon, the Buitsh Geet was demantied, 
without even prtnog co sea, and oir Charles was not 
pzam ealled mto sermce ull the year 1720 On ths 
occanon he connnanded the fleet in the Balno, but the 
naval campagn Ithe most in that quarter proved a pacfic 
one and afforded Sur Charles noopportunity ot zatherin, 
laurcle 

Jo the folla sing yeas he hosted bis fag as vice adm 
ral of the ved, and sailed with a syuadion of x slope 
of the ne and two fri ates to the rehef and potcction 
of Gibraltar, which was then openly threatened by the 
Spanivrd> On hus arrival, the adm al found the conde 
de las Tories, the Spanish general, encamped within a 
lea,ae of the place, with an army of 19000 men No 
howilines, however had commenced the Spamsh boats 
small vessels wore peumitred to pam by the Ea_lsh 
squadron without nt molestition , but om the 10ch of 
Tebiuaty, the intntions of tie enemy became mere 
‘apharent, by the Spama -eneral openly cominencnig 
the erection of a batters, panting dnectly 4,amst the 
foruhcations of the Brith garruon This produced a 
voriexpondence between Sir Charles and the Spaniah 
eral, which not ending to the satwfction of the tor 
wer the admiral o-dered three of his ships to anchor in 
A station where they could enfilade the enemy » in 
trenchments This was followed by hostilities, and a 
variety of thosa enterprises and transactions which ne 
coosurily ensue between assailants and defenders took 
place, but none of anffinent smportat ce to demand ex. 
planahon On the 2ird of June, the Spamatds agreed 
to a suspenman of arms, which early m the ensmag year 
was followed by treaty of peace 

After ths period, Sir Charles commanded successively 
an the Mudterrangan, the Channel feet, and a oq 1adzon 
of observation in the Downs On the death of lord v1 
count Torrington, 1n 1743, he was appointed first lord of 
the admralty, and never went to sea afterwards In 
1734, he was advanced to be admiral of the white, under 
the apprehension that Great Brita mght be ultimately 
involved an the war which bad spread over the Conn 
ent, and an which case it wes determined that Sir 
Chark« Wger showll commana th grand ficot Th 
natin, howover costumed at peace, ind Su Ghartes 
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‘wan not called out into se:11ce He continued to hold 
ius igh office at the board of adrau ity, with much 76 
putation and inflexible integrity, all the 19th of March, 
1741, when he quitted st, and was apponted in the 
month of December followmg to the Intrative post of 
treasurer ofthe navy ‘Thus appomem« ut be dod not long 
enyoy, dymg on the 2ith of May, 1742, 1m the seventy 

ninth year of bis age Private giattude bas erected 2 
sumptuous monument to his memory, im Westrommster 
Abbey, which boats a very just and faithful delmeanon 
of hs character. — 

«To the memory of Su Cranuts Waere, Knt admirol 
of the white, fret commu-soper of the admiralty, and 
puvy councillor, a man of great natural talents, im 
proved by sndastry and log expuience who bore the 
Wphest commands, and parsed throu,b the greatest 
employments, with ciedit to himself and honour to bi 
soungy He was, in his private hfe, humane, temps 
A Mte, Just, and bounnful, am pubhe station, valant, pra 
deut, wise, and honest, easy of access to all, steady and 
resolute 1 his conduet’, so .emarkably happy in Ins pre 
seuce of mund, that no danger ever discomposed kim 
teomed and favoured by his Ling, beloved ad bo 
outed by his country he died the 24th of May, 1743, 
ayed seventy mne This roownment was erected by 
Tianuis Gaslry, eq in gratitude to biv great patron, 
AD war 
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THOMAS MATIHEWS, 


pix i 1751 


‘Ts biave and unfortunate commander was the de 
svendant of a very ancient and respectable family, who 
had long possessed conoideralle property at Laudaff, 
the county of Glamogan We have no account of his 
‘Wal sersices until May, 1703, when he was appomted 
captam of the Yarmouth Some time after he was re 
moved anto the Dover, a cruising frig te, 1m which sbip 
he continued without any opportumty of dwunguishim, 
hamself nil the year 1707, when he had the good fortune 
to capture a Trench frigate named the Biew Aime, 
wouuting 26 gins, for which service he was removed 
tito the Chester, a new slup of 40 ,uns 

‘This vessel formed part of a ctuising squadron 1 the 
Ghaunel, under the command of lord Duisly In the 
month of March, 1709, bemg the headmost ship of the 
syuadion, he ave chive to and captued, after a shore 
ut spirited action, the Gloneux, a French fugate of 44 
buns, ome ot the ships attached to the flying squad:on 
under the command of that celebrated naval partisan 
Du Gum Tiomn Daring the remamder of the war, 
captain Matthews wa» employed in the West Indies, o1 
North America, but dees not appear ta have met with 
any farther opportunities of mgushzang himself 

He hved in retirement till the year 1718, when he wi 
appointed to command the Kent of 70 guns, oue of the 
ships equipped for the Mediterranean, under the orders 
of Sn George Byng In the memorable engazement 
‘with the Spamsh fleet off Messina captain Matthews dis 
tmgusshed himself greatly, having not only captured aud. 
taken povseson of the St Carlos, a ship of 69 guns, 
ommanded by the prince de Chelay, but afterwards. 
considerably asisted captam Master of the Superbe in 
taking the Spanish admiral himself in the St Philp, of 
74 gaue In January, 1719, he was left by the comman 
det in chief, with a small squadiou, to crue off Ponte 
mecha, 1m order to watch the Spannh rear admual, who 
had taken 1Ufuge am the bason of Wesuna, and topravent 
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‘is escape to the southnar? He was no active and dit 
Rent m this service, that he diovt cu shtre, aud txtally 
destroved, the Santa Rosalia of 64 guns om of the Spa 
wish admiral s best ships = id would bave taben the rear 
adwira) lumself had he uot quitt.d her, and made bis 
earape tn an open boat 

Chasnock, spevhing of bis services at thiy period, +198, 
+ His activity did not gruw torpid by repeated evccers, 
nor bis zeal for the service and cood of Ins country # fli, 
as if sated with the honourbs had catned He cootmicd 
to be cmployed on every service where ability w1> 1¢ 
quirid Dat hom an enemy o completly beaten, tera 
4 fleet so totally anmbilated es th it of Spam, little rept 
tit on could be gained 1m agartion to that which he bad 
irrady so yustly acquired He apperrs during the re 
my irdet of this expedition, to hive been one of the per 
ams prinupily towuled by the admmal as to the 
aecasures be should tah rccordine ta the exigencies of 
Jaw very cou? x and d tate com rand and to have 
‘Wen on ail occasions, one of the first perso s emploved 
t)cairy them sntocxecttion On hs return to Ereland, 
uter the coacluwon of the war, he appeais to lave 1¢ 
tue Lfiom active service for a connderable time, 1s we 
ao not fend that he buld snv command m the fleeta which 
‘ware occawanally, aod, slmost as a matter of cour: 
anu Wy equipped dur. the fifteen succeeding yeats 

In January 173°, he was appointed rendent commis 
‘sumer of the navy at Chath im which office be continued 
to fill until 1742 when be sx promuted to be vice adn 
val of the red aud appornted tomuccerd adonral Haddock 
an the command m chitf im the Mediterranean He was 
alo mivested with the character of munster plenipoter 
tary to the hing of Sardinia, and the states of Italy On 
the 25th March he hoisted his flac on board the Namur, 
of 90 guns, and havine sailed on the 16th of April, «ith 
thie other ships of the line, arrived at Gibraltar on the 
Tth May and shortly after amumed the command of the 
fivet, whic lt had been under the control of vice admiral 
Lestck stnce the semgneton of admiral Haddock, on 
avcount of 0 health Immediately on takmg powernon 
oftuscommand admiral Mitthens ordered captain Norris 
to ccstios Gre Spintah galleys, winch had put mito the 
Tas of St Tropes and this sertace was effecturtly per 
forme. In Win, he detached conmedere Rowly with 
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cicht sail to crane of the harlow of Teulo1 and a 
great pumber of raeichant yinpe belong to the enemy. 
fell nto nds In Avptst, be sent commodore My 
tun, with another squadron, mito the bay of Naples, 
bombard that city, waleas the king would 1mmedzately 
recal Ins troops which bad jomed the Spamah aimy, and 
Promise to remain neuter dming the continuance of the 
war Naples was immediately filled with consternation, 
the king subscribed to these conditions, and the En_lish 
squadron ryjoined the alronal in the 10ad of Hueres, 
nea. Touloa, which he had chosen for his winter quat 
ture He also ordered two of bis cruvers to attack a 
Spanish ship of the hne, which lay in the harbour of 
Ajaccio, in the islandof Corsica bat the Spanish captain 
det bia men on shore, and blew up hus abip, rather than 
that 1¢ should fat into the banda of the Lnglish 
By those energeue proceedings, the Bistiah sleet over 
awed all te states that bordered on the Meditenantan 
Au June, the admnal recervane mntelizence that fourteen 
Xelucques laden with artillery and ammunition for the 
‘Sprninh army, and under the convoy of a Spanish sloop 
ot war, had een chaved by ons of lus firzates into the 
pot of Genoa he brmvell sailed from his stxtiun off 
acres, and anchored tm the road of Genoa, on *he Lot of 
July with ax slups of the line, aud four bomb vessels 
Depnties were immediately sent off to compliment Bim 
on bw arnval, and civilly to inquite into the cause of a 
‘vant which wa» totally uneapected, and not a ttle dus 
agreeable The admual answered with much firmne 
«That he came there to nemaud that the Spanish + 
Jaden with stores shimaid be forthwith oblized to quit the 
Part, or, that the republic should sequester the artillery 
and warlike stores till the conclumon of a geteral peace’ 
After x20 ¢ nezohationy rt was at len.th agreed, that 
the s w1es should be put on board other vessels and trans 
ported to Corsica, under convoy of the knglish squadron, 
there to bedeponited an the vnstle of bomifacio, and to be 
aurided by a Genoese carrion tll the war terminated , 
and that after the due perform ince of thy» agreement, 
the Spaptvh vessels should ha ¢ permission to 1etire un 
mm leated Lhe terror of a bombudment obhged the 
Genoese who trvoured the Spansards, to then great 
mortification, to subant to these tern + 
‘Tew remainder of the admirel s operations durin, this 
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Jear Wer. confined to the sssistane he give the Ling of 
Sardima, m ordus to enable him to re; nlve the Spamards 
at Chuteaa Dauphane kor thu piu pose he lauded the 
giexter put of hus maunce and 4 considerable tam of 
atullery at Villa Frauca by which means be secured 
‘that naportant ;lace agaumat the enemy »mcurmons, and 
effectually prevented them fram penetratms inta Savoy 
by that puss during the remaindcr of the year 

Th drench court, weary of having their own fleet as 
‘CU as that of the Spamiarda blockaded 19 Toulon, sent 
M de Court to take the command of then slaps, with 
pereraptmy orders to put to aca in conjunction with the 
Spaniards, and to enpport them to the utmost of hus 
Power, in case they abould he attackid The united 
Aquadrons of the enemy conmuted of twenty eight sal of 
the line and #ix frigates, that under admiral Matthews 
‘was superior io pornt of force, hut bad this dissdraptage, 
that many of his shops were in a veryindiffcrent state of 
equipment, both with respect to men and the condition 
of the ships trom having been a long ume from England , 
While oa the ether hand, the Prench and Spanish ships 
were Just come out of port, and iu a8 ood « state for 
service as any fleet belonging to those powers that had 
ever go. to M de Coart, on his annivai at Toulon 
1 January, 174, horsted his flag on board the Tetnble, 
of T4 guns, and assumed the command of the whale 
Aloct Admiral Matthews about the same time returned 
fiom Farin, whither he bad been to voncert the means.» 
nevemary to be purmned in carrying on the war, and 
having received imtelh ence that the combined dvets 
wert preparing to put ¢o sea, he stationed a number of 
cruisers to Look out, and give him the emiliest intelligence 
of the enemy & motions 

The memorable action which ensued, and which forms 
40 prominent sn event m the naval hustory of Batam, 
became lung the subject of political discussion and party 
dupute, but now, when the dishonourable monves af 
faction have ceased to mufluence the understandings of 
men, the indignation of every generous mund will be di 
sected agauust the memory of the man who could bavely 
ind cowardly sacrifice the interests ot bis country to the 
~1atinvation of personal mahce—m abandooing his com 
tua ter m the day of battle Happily fx the bonom of 
Ci Butat n vy this a but the sevovd instance of the 
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Jind which bas stained its annals to the present timc, 
and xt m to be hoped that mamy 4 generous saurihve will 
yet be made ta supportthe honow and bravery of p con 
mande1, to atone for the dugiaceful abandomuent uf a 
Buubow and a Matthews 

Ihe French and Spamish Sects bad been blockaded in 
Toulon for about exgbteen months, whea M de Court in 
obudience to hus 1ustructions was observed, on the moi 
tng of the 1th of Febt vary, to stand out of the road formed 
aw hue of battle admnal Matthews immeshately weaphed 
fom Hieres bay, and m halt an hour after made the 
‘sugnal to form the line of |attle a bead The Baitish duet 
continued ply:n, to windward between the tlands and 
the main during the rem under of the day, but the con 
federate fleets not choosing to bear down, the admiral at 
might returned to hs anchorage in the bay, after having 
Jeft cruimors out to watch theu monons 

At day break on the morning of the t0th, the mgnat 
‘Was again made to Weigh, and the fleet stood out to oF 
1m @ line abreast but both fleets did nothoug more than 
manquvre in mbt of each other daring he whole of 
the day 

On the Lith admual Matthews be,an to suspect that 
M de Courts sutention was to decoy the Brush fleet 
towards the strait, of Gibraltar, whtre there was a 
probabilty of hus being joined by the Brest squadron 
tu oder to prevent this design of the Freach admiral, 
Matthews detirmined to endeavour to bag hum to an 
action without lose of trme Accordingly, at half past 
eleven, he made the ugnal to engage At this time tho 
fleets were at such a distance from each other, that st 
wan one oclock before the Namur, which bore adn I 
‘Matthews s flag, got a breast of the Real of 100 guns, the 
flag stip of dem Navarro the Spanish advoiral and rear 
admual Rowley a breast of the Terrible, the flag ship of 
‘M de Court, whith was in the centre of the confederate 
fleet a very few captains followed the example of therr 
wommanders bat vice admiral Lestock, with bis whole 
division remarued at a reat distance astern, aud several 
captains who were immediately under the eve of Mat 
thews behaved in such a manner as reflected disgrace 
upon their country To give bis ships an o) portumty of 
worumg ap to his assistance, admiral Mattht ws enga,cd 
with the utmat imtepidity, within putol shot of the 
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Spanwh admual, and rear admiral Rowley opened a 
heavy fire on the Ferrble The admral wae nobly 
supported by hus seconds, the Marlborough, captam 
Cornwall, aud the Noi foth, captain Forbes, Rear adwaral 
Rowlhy was not less ably supported by cuptain Usborne, 
tm the Princess Caroline, and captam Hawke, 10 the 
Berwick, gave ins country an admirable foretaste of that 
bravery which he afterwards exhibited in a more pro 
manent capacity Ouservimg the Poder, ove of the Spa 
nish ships, firing yery briskly at several of the Brush 
ships, without therr making any effectual return, Hauke 
most gallantly bore ont of the hne, and bought her to 
close ation ‘The firat broadmde dismounted seven of the 
Poder’s lower deck guns, and Lilled twenty seven of her 
men Not long efter all her masts went by the board, 
and she struck her coloury® The Noifoll obliged the 
Constant to quit the lune, but she was in too disabled 
condition to pursue her The Maslboroub w: 
cuppled, her mac and mizen masts were shot away, 
and their fall put an end to the ctisteuce of her gallant. 
commander, captam Cornwall, who, a fo murutes Yefore, 
had both his legw shot of Lieutenant Cornwall (b 
nepbew) tupported the action atter the death of hus ancle 
with becoming good condu.t and bravery, until his ght 
aria was shot off 

Bly thi. tue the Spanish admiral don Navarro, 10 the 
Ret, way Iysng & prefect wreck, and bis stconds boat 
out of the line, and unable to support bim In this mtu 
ation, admuiat Matthews made @ signal for the Anne 
galley f to 40 down and burn the Keal, and for 
the Boats of bis division to tow the Mariborou,b out of 
the hne At four o’Ufock the Amie galley bore down on 
the Spamah admiral, but a» the alup which wan ordered 
to cover this movement did mot obey the wignal, the 
fire abip was eapoced to the whole fie of the enemy 
Captam Mackay, her biave commander, ordered all his 
People off the deck, and boldly steered the “itp limself, 
‘with the match m iushand Av he approached be found 
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the eneroy 4 shot Lad y ch an effict hat the sup wos 
rapidiy sinkmg, and at the same time observing a large 
Spanish Jaunth rowing towards kum, he ordered his 
guns to be diichar.ed at her, when, on 2 sudden, the 
fire ship appeared xm a blazr, and almost instantly blew 
up, but at too great a distance ether to grapple the 
Heal, or to do her any maternal injury Her paliant 
commander, with bis heutenaut, gunner, mate, and two 
quarter mast 75, petiobed 

The French admnal, M de Court, percening tha 
perilous atuation of don Navarro ceased engaging rem 
admal Rowley, and with bis divanon bore down to the 
auuistance of the Spanish squadron The rear admiral 
tacked and pursued hin but about this time admiral 
Matthews hauled down the su.nal for battle and night 
Put an end to the contest, which had deen partial aud. 
severe The Namur was 1 much shattered thet the 
adanril slatted bis flig to the Russel and the Poder, 
whit had etruch, ben. unable ta keep up with the 
flcet, was retaken im the m_ht by the Fientb squadron 

At das bicsh on the 12th, the enemy were obs rred 
to Kewatd in iknyr off, with then disabled ships mm tow 
Admiral Mathews male a signal fo a general chase, 
and soon after ty draw into a Wae of battle abreae 
‘The enems ob etving the Britsié fleet gaming on thenr, 
cust off and noandoued the Poder, having set Gre to her, 
and she soon after blew up At half past five m the 
evening there was little wind, and there being mo pros 
pect of getting ap with tho enemy before dark, the 
admural brauzht the fleet to, that he might be joined by 
the sbipy astern 

On the morning of the T8th they were perceived at a 
considerable distance, and pursued till the everous In 
the morning of the 14th twenty sul of them were seen 
dunnetly Yue admuel Lestoch with bes division was 
ordered to chase and bad gained upon them conmier 
ably by noon but admiral Matthews dieplaved the 
signal for leavin. off chase, and bore away for port 
Mahon, to repair the damae he had suctaned Mean 
‘hile the combined squalrons contmued ther course 
toward the coast of Spain Admiral Matthews wav so 
dhssatisfied with Leotock s conduct, that on his sirival 
t Minorca he suspended bim from bus command, and 
nt Lim prnoner to England Lestock om bus arrival, 
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in tuma, accused ins accuser Long before the enzage 
ment, these two officers had expressed the most v1 
ruleot reseatment agaist each other* Mattbews was 
brave, open, and undisguued, but proud, imperious, 
and precipuate Lestock had given many former proofs 
of courage, and perfectly understood the whole dict 
phne of the navy, but he was cool, cunning, and 
vindicuve He had been treated supercionaly by 
Matthews, and to granfy hus revenge be betrayed the 
interests of his county It never has been doubted 
‘out that be might hive come up in time to enga,e, 
dm that cave the fleets of France and Spam would 
tn all hhelshood have been destroyed. but be intrenched 
Inmeelf within the panctilios of diserphue, and saw 
with pleasnre his antazomet expore hunself to the 
hazond of death, rain, and divgiace In detence of Les 
tock st was mged, tbat, of he bod buen permitted to 
continua the chase ou the third day, when the enemy 
appeared disabled and in mamfest disorder, 1¢ 18 pro 
Dable that they would bave fallen an easy prey to 
the vice admiral In answer to this, admiral Matthews 
asstened a3 a reason for bis conduct, that bad he con 
tioued the chase he might hare been drawo too far 
down the Mediterronean, and in that case have left 
the coast of Italy unprotected, and deviated from bis 
amstructiony If admiral Matthews m tvs turn recalled 
the vice admiral to prevent bis obtainiu, on easy victory 
over the disabled ships of the enemy, it can only be 
regretted that the pubhe service of the counny should 
at any time be sacrificed to gratity the personal ami 
amonty of mdividuals 

‘The lows sustained by the British fleet m this unfor 
tuaate encounter was 62 men hulled, and 185 wounded, 
besides those who pembed in the freshup Captain 
Cornwallt of the Mariborough feil m the action, and 
cuptain Russel of the Namur wis mortally wounded 
The slau.hter on doard the combmed firets was much 
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MATTHEWS wa 


nore counderable The Beal had 509 men enher Lith 
a wounded, the Neptune 200 the Isabella 300, and 
the other shipa an proportion a> thes sbared im the action 
\dmnat Navarro recerved two ah,ht wounds On the 
‘efurn of the combined fleets into port, don Navanoex 
wesacd himsclf to the Spanieh minsstry dissatisfied with 
he conduct of M de Gourt, and on a complamt bein. 
nade to the French government, that old office:, then m 
he eightieth vear of hus ape, was superseded m the com 
mand of the fle 





jamour, that the house 
+ Phat he woald be 511 
ciously pleaved to give directions that a court martal 
amght be held, m the most speedy and solemn manner, 
to inquire into the conduct of admiral Mattbews vice 
advurral Lestock, and several other officer», in and. 
lanng to the engagement between his mayesty » fet 
and the combined fvets of Prance and Spain, off foulon, 
am order to bung those to copdign pumhment through 
‘whose muconduct 1t should be found that such discredit 
hid been brought on his majesty s arms, the honour 
of the nation sacrificed, and such an oppor tunity lost of 
omg the most rmportant service to the common cause * 

Courts martial were accordingly odercd, but by this 
time Lentock, to screen hnmself, had accused admiral 
Matthews, ux captains, and four heutensnts of the ad 
murals division, of meconduct Much delay took place 
am collecting evidence The court was oponed 1n October, 
174, and m Juve followmg vice admnal Lestock wat 
honourably acquitted several of the commanders ot ships 
‘wore cashiered, and others reprimanded —Adrmral Mat 
thews was then ordered to be tried aad after vanous 
aijouromenty until June 1747, the cout at length pro 
nounced the following sentence — 

“The court having examined the witnesses, produced 

well m support of the charges as im behalf of the 
pruoner, and having thooughly exammed ther evi 
deuce, do wnamtmonsly resolte, that it appears thereby, 
that Thomas Matthews, Eaq by divers breaches of duty, 
‘was a principal cause of the miscarriage of lin majesty 
Jeet an the Medsterranean, an the month of Februat}, 
144 and that he falls ander the 14th arhele of an act 
of the 3th of Chattes II for establishing artcles and 
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orders for regulatin, the bettrr -overnment of his ma 
Jesty s navies ships of wu, nd fsrces by sea and the 
court down munonsly ebink tt to adjudge the same Iho 
mas Matthows be cashieied and rendered int able of 
any cmyloy in ins m yesty s sersice 

Wenen this seutcner wm © mmumeated to the king, 
he ts rep rted ty hive sud, Jbat he did not an ey tand 
the nature cl naval esolutions and consequently could 
not sey whethur Watthews hat observed the ime of 
bate Um t but he knew that he bad fought bn wud 
and theret ne he Was aston shed at the sevcuty of bis 
sentunce 

Such decisipns vc not to be ac ounted for except from, 
remdice wt faction Ske matt n wie not lose ane 
puis dat this sent me than tos musty The peuple 
natinally inquacd fx the Jerson who had best wquitted 
Aumsctt m the splordid Urihvar, and ever tivourite 
character af a gullaet min and when they fu cl that 
the comm anuer m chiet Wag ucteve Ts and sprat dis 
Beged im the centic of th em mvs fle t ind that he 
was left expound to a dosti ice fixe whilst his vee 
admin il refused (co come up to Ins avaistance, und who 
did not even vinture within gunshot they felt thy 
tmpulae of a gencrous indsnaty nt anit Coumdered thet 
Af adanral Matthews were justly condemned, the other 
‘cuyht to have bon shat or the code ot navel d scrpline 
‘was what they vould not understand The admnat w 
charged with rashnesn and propitation im eng yon, 
before hus line of bittle was formed, to this he rephed, 
“That af he bid waited nll that was ef ected, wo action 
whatever would have taken pla e¢ ay therr manoruyres 
evidently méicated that then objet was uot to fizht, 
but te lead him d wn the strats and therefore be hid 
no other ch ince of brining ¢n a general achan but by 
dearmg down ind eua,iny with such sbyps as were vear 
hum, 1m the b 3 of stoppuiz them till tbe rest of the flect, 
particularly [estock «di aston could come up’ The pro 
preety of thi ited mod of attach had been repeatedly 
jusufied by its success, and m Inter times it bax been 
‘Adopted on many occasions Only three ycars after, mi 
1747, when Hawke captured the croater part of Lenten 
deur s fleet vad defeated Conflans, he wrote, that ‘faa 
ang wt lost femme in forming the line, at eleven | made 
The ijud tor the whok. <quatron to chise  Hawle 
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greatly distinguished bumself in the action off Tonlon, 
‘and hw adopting the mode of attack which led to the 
usgrace of bus commander, 1s surely the best tesumony 
whieh can be given of the injustice of that procedure 

Admural Matthews m suid to have been a strict dam 
plinanan, and as be had always paid the utmost obedi 
ence to command, he expected the same conduct from 
thosa who acted under him He was extremely jealous 
of the authority of his stabon, and considered any img 
nity offered to 1t an injury to the service of bus country 
Hu bravery and gallantry were never questioned, and 
ail that bie enemies were able to adduce agaut hum 
was, ‘ thit be bumself knew better how to fight than to 
command others to do it” 

The few remarning years of lis hfe he passed in 
Peacetal retirement, and ded about the year 1751, juetly 
considered by most people as entitled to ther honour 
able compassion, and aa 8 smartyr to pohtical injuetive 











FDWARD VERNON, 
1084—1757 


‘Tnis distinguished commander was the descendant of 
ancient family, which Led settled 1 Ko, land at the nme 
ot the Norman conquest, and obtained landed possessions 
of conuderable extent Some of bis ancestors enjoyed 
the honours of the peerage, and the name ot Vernon 
frequently appears with approbabon im the annals of 
Fnglish bustory He wae born at Westmraster, Novem 
der (2 1634 His father, who was some time secretary 
of state under Willham and Mary, bestowed on bim an 
excellent education, mtending to qualify him for some 
civil employment, but be made choice of the sea service, 
to which his father, with consderable reluctance, 
length consented, and he pursued from that time, with 
great application and success, those studies which were 
connected with brs intended profesmon He made hie 
fit expediuon to sea under the care of vice admiral 
Hopron when the Fiench fieet and Spamsh galleons 
x 
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weie destroyed in the barbour of ¥igo Im 1702 he 
served im an expedition to the West Indies unde: com- 
modore Walker, aud am 170%, om board the fleet con 
manded by Sur George Rooke, which convoyed the king 
of Spam to Lishon, on which octanon, probably 1m con 
tideration of bi fathers rank m the state, he bad the 
onoar of recesving @ valuable nog and a hundred 
Euineas from that movarche own hands He was abo 
Prevent at the battle off Malaga, on the 13th of August 








service necemary to qi 
captain, he wa» promoted to that rank on the 2ind of 
January, 1/00, and appointed to command the Dolphin 
trigate "In this verse! he was employed on the Mediter 
ranean station under Siz Jotm Leake, who oan after~ 
wards appointed him tothe Rye and sent hrm to Englaind 
aa the month of Au_net following, with news of the au 
render of Ahcant He returned to the Mediterranean ut 
the same snp and continued there tll the end of the 
year 1707, under the command of Sur Cloudesly Short, 
Unt without distmgustm himeelt m any Was so as to be 
naiticed by thove Whe have wantten on naval b story 
aly im 1708 captam Vernon «ws appomted 0 the 
Je sry fugate of 4 cans, and s sled to the West Indies 
am pompany with a reusfurcement for the squadron undes 
Sur Cranks Wacrr On Bis anal at Jamatca, the 
Jemey was employed av a ciunser, and captain Vernon 
Str % Wis highly honowable to ue vagulance and actr 
uuty He consanca to command the Jeases, and reimaed 
am the West Iudies ull the end of the war In Stay 
17H. bemg on a cruise to the windward of Jaw uce, te. 
cazluted @ French sup of 30 guns, and 120 men and 
dung the remainder of the summer the Jersey com 
Powel one of the squadron under commodore Littleton, 
which was employed m watuinng the movements of thr 
jemy 1m the port of Carthagena 
Ube peace of Utrecht, which happened soon after, 
nve almost thirty years of repose to Europe, after the 
tranquillity of helf the crvized world bad been for 
marly an equal time disturved by the profigste ambi 
tun of Loum XLV , and placed captain Yernou, with many 
other naval officers of the highest merit, for the greatest 
Pet? of tha time, wD the obscunty of « private staan 
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On the nccomon of Gearge If, im 1727, captain Ver 
tou wat chosan member of parliament for the borough 
of Penryn, in Cornwall, and soun dutingmshed butnsclf 
hy an active opposition to the pacitie measares of Sir 
Robert Walpole s administranon, Asa freqaent speaker 
tm the house of commons, captain Vernon was one of 
‘that mimster’s most troublesome opponents He had uo 
Pretenmons, indeed, to that high description of oratory, 
‘which by way of pre emunence 2s called eloquence, nor 
Was there much of Jogical arrangement im his aiguments, 
Dut he posewed « sufficient command of words, and 
always delivered bis opinions with generous warmth and 
‘manly freedom The honour of England he thought en 
dangered by the pacibe counsels of Sir Robert Walpole, 
and hus opposition was not that of a man educated at the 
dar, or im the senate,—of one whose words were uttered 
sccordin, to the suentfic rules of duputation, and who 
‘with equal facibty could espouse esther mdr of the ques 
ton,—but ongutated im the unbiased decisions of um owe 
mind His apimons, which were always forcibly de 
Lnvertd, imvanably proceeded from a conviction an ins 
own mind of thett recutude, and this conviction, which 
‘was perhaps most apparent when ins judgment erred, as 
at auch bimes it assumed o mote promment sha 
wrought greater effects on bis auditory, than axioms 
better founded, and delivered by more eloquent men, 
could have done From a constitutional vwlence of 
temper, he was hasty and impetuous iu debate, and 
often Tet fall unaarded expremions, which mm his cooler 
‘moments be would probably have been happy to have 
retracted The expedition against Porto Bello x6 sup 
posed to have orinated 1 some hacty remarks which 
‘were made by him m the debates relative to the ag 
gresmous of the Spanuh gwarda covtar in the American 
seas Reproaching the adminuatration with the shametul 
anactinity of their measares, he pledged himself that he 
would reduce the town of Porto Bello with a force not 
eaveeding six aail of the line, and the mumuters excepted 
hut offer, probably glad of ar opportunity to remove so 
truublesome an opponent from the house of commons, 
and probably not wrthoat a secret wuh that Vernon 
wight dugrace humself and bis party, by failing to exe- 
cute what he beasted he could achieve 

On the oh of Saly, 1739, be was advanced to the rauk 
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of vice adimral of the blue, and appomnted cormmander 
anchnef of all bu majesty ships im the West Indies 
The foree he had reqarred bemg collected, he howted 
Jus flag on board the Burford, of 70 guns, and sailed with 

\c4, whers he arrived on the 23rd of 
refitted Ina squadron with the utmost 
diligence, the admiral was enabled to sail from Port 
Royal on the Sth of November, with the following ships 
under bis command — 

‘The Harford of 78 guns, the fagabip, captain T Wateor 
the Hampton Court of 7@ guns, commodore Brown, and 
captain Dent the Norwich of 50 guns, captain Robert 
Herbert, the Worcester of 60 guns, captam Perry Mayne, 
the Stafford of 60 ,une, captun T Trevor, the Princess 
Louma of 00 guns, captain T Waterboure, and the 
Sheerness frigate 

On the 7th, the squsdron being at sen, the admiral 
dehvered bus orders to the commodore and captains, 
Sppomting, the following dispositions for the attack —— 
‘Upon making the land of Porto Bello, and having a 
far wind to favour them, and daylight for the attempt, 
to have ther ships clear in all respects for smmediate 
service, and on the proper signal, to form themselves 
into & line of battle, ae directed, and berng formed, to 
follow in the ame order of battle to the attack, in the 
manner hereafter directed And as the north shore of 
the harbour of Porto Bello i represented to the admiral 
to be a bold steep shore, on which, at the frst entrance, 
dtands castle de Berro, or Tron castle (bunt apon a steep 
yock, at the NE point of the bay, and Gloria castle on 
the opponite aide, on an sacent a little neater the town), 
commodore Brown and the shrps that follow bim are 
Girected to pass a cable's length ditance, givmg the 
enemy, sa they pass,as warm a fre as posible, both fram 
great guna and musketry, then commodore Brown 11 to 
steer away for Gloria castle, and anchor as neat as be 
can to the easternmont part of st, for battering down all 
the defences of it, but so a0 to leave room for captain 
Mayne, in the Worcester, to anchor astern of bim against 
the westernmost bashon, and to do the same there, and 
to follow anch orders as the commodore may think proper 
to give bim for attacking the sard castle Captain Her 
Bert of the Norwich, after ging hie fire at the Iron 
castle, was to push for the ceutle of St Jerommo, Iymg 
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to the esstward of the town, and to anchor as near it as 
ue posbly could, and batter at down and captarn Tre 
vor m the Stafford, following the admnral, to come to on 
anchor a bresat of the eastermmost part of the Iron cas 
tle, 20 as to Teave room for captam Waterhouse in the 
Princess Louwn to anchor astera of bum, for battering 
the westernmost part of the castle, sud contiume thera 
umn the sernce us completed, and make themselves 
mastera of st the youngest officers to follow the far 
ther orders of the elder in the prosecation of the attack, 
aud sf the weather was favourable for it om gong in, 
each sup, bendes having its Jong bost towing astern, t0 
have tte barge alongside to tow the long boats aw. 
‘with auch pait of the soldiers as could conveniently fo 
1m thoes, and to oome ander the admire) a stern, for bis 
directing a descent with them where he should find 1¢ 
most proper to arde it Prom the men’s mexpenence 
w service, at would be necessary to be ax cactous 
posible to prevent hurry aud confamon, and a fruitler 
‘waste of powder apd ahot the captains to give the 
strictest orders to their respective officers to take the 
greatest care that no gan was fired but what they or 
those whot they particalarly apponted firnt aaw level 
led, and directed the firing of and that they should 
stnotly probibit all their men from balloung or making 
nrregular nowe thet would only serre to throw them mto 
confumon, till the service was performed, and when they 
liad nothing to do but glory im the victory Such of the 
ships a» bave mortars and cohorns on board are ordered 
to ute them in the attack * 

On the 20th of November the squadron came im mght 
of Porta Bello, and there being httle wind, the admiral 
made the signal to anchor about nx leagues fiom the 
shore, lest he should be driven to the enstward of the 
harbour The noxt mormng be phed to windward 10 
Ine of battle, but the wind proving easterly, he war 
obliged to confine bis attack to the Iron cartle oaly The 
Hampton Conrt, m the van, attacked st with great fary, 
‘and was soon aswisted by the Norwich and Worcester 
‘The adeairal coming up soon sfter, together with there 
anys Lept up so severe a fire on the enemy, that the 
Spanuarda devested their batteries, and fled for eccunty 
to ther ambascades Thu bung porcenved by the ad 
murs], he made the signal for landing, which was so 
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provaptly executed, that m a f.w minutes the seamen 
and toops were safely landed um the froutot the enemy = 
lower battery, with the Joss of ovly-two soldiers As 
substitute for sceling Jadders, one man set knmeelf clove 
to the wall under an ambrssure, whilst another climbed 
‘upon Int shoulders, and entered under tbe mouth of « 
Brest gun, so that in a very few munutes they were mas 
tora of the platform, struck the Spanuh flag, and horwed 
Brith colours The Spamards im the castle, struck with 
consternation at the boldness of the asenlants, hung out 
th flag, and swrendered at discretion, and the 
following day the castles of St Jeronimo and Gloria capt 
tulated on honourable terms, which pat the British forces 
an tull posteasion ot Porto Bello and its dependencies 

‘Lhe lose sustained ra killed and wounded did not ex 
ceed twenty men, of which three were killed and five 
wounded on board Vernon’s slip The mtelhgence of 
‘this rmportant conquest, effected with much unprecedented 
fase und expedition, was received m England with the 
liveltest emotions of joy both houses of parliament voted 
them thanks to admiral Vernon for hus conduct, and the 
city of London presented bum with the freedom of the city 
an tgold box ~The name of Vernon excited a degree of 
(nthuaasm unparalleled on any other occasion, medals 
Mue struck in honour of him, and bus effigy was dis 
played throughout the kingdom 

In his couduct towards the vanqmehad for, the admural 
wan as divtinguushed (or bis humanity, aa he had been for 
hus gallantry in attacking them ‘The soldiers and seamen 
‘were tiictly protabited from plundenng the inbabitants 
of the town, and ta reward their merit, he distribated 
among thera 10,000 dollars, which hed been sent to Porto 
Bello for tbe payment of the garrison a few days before 
the place fell into the hands of the Engiuh As xt had 
never been the intention of government to retain Porto 
Helto, which from ite unhoalthmess was termed by the 
Spaniards the grave of the new world, the admural a 
rected the cannon foud mu the castles and fort to be 
spiked and destroyed, except forty pieces of brate can 
non, ten field pieces, four mortars, and exhteen pate 
2aroes, all of the same metal, which were taken on board 
the fleet on account of their intaunuc value, and os 
trophies of lus vittory The forofications of the plat 
were thca blown up, and completely destroyed, that tt 




















VERNON 199 


wight no longer afford an asylum to the guarda costar, 
whoss chief port of rendesvous it was, and from whence, 
they had for a senres of years annoved the Bringh com 
merce im that quarter by ther smcemant depredations 
‘hese different services hemg performed, the admrral 
aniled from Porto Bello on the 13th of December, and 
mhorily afterwards arrived in safety at Jamnatca 

Having refitted bis ships, Vernon, anxious of an op 
portunity of again disangmshing Inmeelf, sailed from 
Port Royat on the 2%th ot February, 1740, and on the 
Ant of March made the bizhlands of St Martha, om thi 
Spanish man, from whence he bore away for Cartha 
tena On the ard an the evening, he anchored with bt 
squadron before the town, m mine fathom water, in the 
open bay called Playa Grande On the 6th he began x 
Bombardment, and im three days ducharged 
bombs, which syed several edifices, and did cous: 
derable damage to the town, bat the force he bad with 
hum bemg inadequate to a regular attack of the plat, 
he bore away with the fleet to Porto Bello Having 
repaired bis damages, and complited the water of bit 
squadron, the next object of his attack was the castle of 
Chagre, ntuate at the eutrance of the river of that 1 
2 few Jeagues divtant from Porto Bello He arrived in 
the ver Chagre on the 13th of the month, and efter 
bombarding the castle for two days, it surrendered at 
Gucretion, and the fortificanons were blown up The 
plate, merchandise, &c which were of great value, were 
taken on board the squadron, and om the a0th the adi 
yal returned to Porto Bello, and from thence to Jamaica, 
where the fleet lay for some time mactive, being in want 
of stores and supphes from Burope 

The easy reduction of Porto Bello determined the overn 
‘ment at home to send out such = ramforoement to the 
‘West Indies as should enable admnal Vernon to attack 
the most formdable of the Spanuh settlements m the 
new world A fleet consistang of twenty five sail of the 
Ime, under the command of rear admiral Sir Chaloner 
Ogle, with a proportionate number of frigates, and a 
Iarge body of transports, having om board upwards of 
10008 Iand forces, were accordingly diepatched from 
England to jon admnel Vernon The lend forces were 
commanded by lord Catheart, a nobleman of bigh cha 
racter, and great mibtary experience, but anbappily for 
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the expectations of his country, he died. soon after but 
arrival m the West tndies, and the command devolved 
on general Wentworth, an officer without judgment, ex 
perience, or authonty, and utterly unqualified for the 
important post of a commander in chief, This armament 
yomed admiral Vernon, at Jamaica, on the 9th of Jancary, 
1741, and the force ander lus command then amounted 
‘to thirty one anil of the Line 

‘With thie formidable fleet, the most powerful that had 
ever been collected m the Amsrian seas, the admral 
soiled from Jameica on the 28th of January Hus first 
object was to proceed off Port Louse, in the wland of St. 
Domingo, sn order to ascertam the strength and inten 
tiona of the French squadron, which was supposed to be 
‘at anchor im that harbour, and agamst which the admt- 
ral thought 1t mecessary to be on hus guard, os he had 
strong reason to deheve the disposition of the French 
cabmnet was unfavourable tothe mterests of Great Britain 
On the 12th of February he arrived off the ule of Vache, 
about two leagues from Port Lous, where be 
the French squadron had sailed for Europe, 
dastressed for want of provisions, and a ai 
tahty raging im their fleet On thie intelligence 1t was 
resolved m a council of war, composed of admrala Vor 
now and Sir Chaloner Ogle, and generals Wentworth 
and Guwe, tbat the ficet, after having taken 20 water 
and wood in Tiberoon bay, should proceed from theuce 
directly to Carthagena, on which place they renolved to 
make a vigorous attack both by sea and land 

‘The fiect anchored op the 4th of March in Playa 
Grande bay, where Vernon made the nevetsary depo 
sitions for landing the troops and conducting the attack, 
and asaued hu instructions to the rear admiral and 












by all the transports, got unde: weigh, ond brought to 
under the fort of Bocca Chica, which defends the en 

trance of the hartour The followmg descniphon of 
Carthagena will probably reader our acoount of tha 
operabons which took place against it more mtelligiblo. 
Carthagena ta Neuva, or New Carthagena (00 called to 
dustungumh 2t from Carthagens 1n Old Sporn), lies south, 
ot Jamaica, on the contmeut of Spanish Ameixa to the 
east of the gult of Darien, in lat 19° 2N lon, 75 W 
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Te was began to be built im 1532, and m about erht 
tears became @ wealthy, stately, and well inhabited city 
It has one of the noblest basona or harbours in the 
world, being leagues m circumference, and land 
locked on all mdes The entrance 1s defnded by the 
stiong cantle of Bocca Cince, and threa lesser fonts 
Between this barbow and the town are two necks of 
lund, on which are the strong fortreves of Castulo 
Grande, and fort Manzanellx, which defend the lesser 
arbour that runs close to the town There in hkewina 
fort St Lasar, which defends the town on the land aude, 
und though the sea beats against the town walls, there 
an uo approaching st but through these harbour, the 
arf uw so violent The firat snccesses of the assailants 
promued a speedy and honourable termination of ther 
enterprise in less than an hour the enemy were dren 
by the fire of the atupping from the forte of Chamba, 
St Jago and St Phinp, which mounted an all forty 
sung, and im the evening a detachment of grenadiers 
‘was landed who took possemion of them The next 
day the regiments of Harrson and Wentworth, and sx. 
Tegiments of marines, were landed without opposition, 
and by the 13tb all the artillery apd stores of the srmy 
were brought on shore The following day the general 
g informed the sdmual, that hu camp was much 
ancammoded by the enemys fire from o faccwe battery 
on the west shore of Barradera aide, he ordered captains 
Watson and Boscawen, having unde. them captains 
Laws and Coats, with 300 soldiers, and a detachment of 
teamen, to destroy st This party were suiprned at 
they landing by a masked battery of five guns, which 
womediately commenced a heavy fire on them, but 
which soon obtaaned possasston of From thence 
they proceeded to storm the battery they were sent to 
take, and quickly made themselves masters of xt, with 
‘very wconnderable loss, notwithstandsng it mounted 
twonty 34 pounders, and was defended by a proportion 
ate number of men Having spiked the cannon, and 
dectroyed theur platforms and carnages, the detachment 
returned with some prisoners to the flect Vernon was 
so pleased with the spit and boldness evinced by the 
seamen on thu occamon that he gave a reward of a 
aniler to each commen man 

Thw success proved an inexpresmble rehef to the 
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army, and the general began to bombard the castle of 
Racca Chien, againet which on the 22nd, he opened a 
Dattery of twenty 23 pounders On the 23rd, commodore 
Lestovk was ordered ip with five supa to batter the 
castle on the west ade, which serrice be performed 
with the greatest bravery, though exposed to x very hot 
fire by whith the gallant lord Aubrey BeavelerL, captain, 
of the Proce Eredesc, was killed A tokaable beach 
deing made m the castle the zeneral determmned to 
carry it by atsault, and accordimaty the necessary pre 
Parahons were made for that purpose On the 26th, at 
amdmght the troapa marched to the attach and no 
sone: entered the breach, than the enemy, to ther 
‘great «u1) rute, fled from the castle without Bing m gun 
Captain Knowles, of the Litubfield, of servrpy the con 
fasion and dismay of the Spaniirds, mmediately landed 
lis mep, and stormed fort St Joseph, the garuson of 
‘which deserted there Lans with hke precipitanon 

‘The enemy, alarmed at these successes, prepared to 
sunk some of their ships in the channel, leading into the 
waner barboar, m order to prevent the mearer approach 
of the Brituh fleet, which adwral Vernon percaving, 
Asrected the seamen to board and take possexmon of as 
many of them as they could This could not be carried 
80 speedily mto execution but that the Spamaids bad 
time to mimk the Afiea and the Don Carlos, two (0 gun 
ships, and to set fire to the St Phikp of 60 guns, which 
blew wp The seamen, however, boarded and took the 
Gallusa of 60 guns, the Spauish admirals slup, and 
succeeded 12 bringing ker off They next proceeded 
0 cut the boom which waa moored scrons the channel 
and the following day the admiral, with several of the 
alups of war, warped soto the inner harbour Fortune 
continuing to favour the assailants, the Spamards aban 
doned the strong fort of Castillo Grande, and about the 
name time deserted fort Mansanella,on the opposite shoie, 

After surmounting #0 many éufficulnes with such faci 
lity, and forang the nanow channel, defendid by a 
atrong castle, three forts, « boom, four sbivs f the hue, 
and two batteries, we need pot wonder that the besegeis 
entertamed the most ssngume hopcs of their ultmate 
ancovas, and thought that little remained for them to do, 
‘but to take pussession of Cartbagena A ship was accord 
angly dispatched co Lugland witb 1 tclhguiec to thie 
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effect, and public revncings were made over the wbalo 
Kingdom, scarcely interior to what might bave been re 

cerved of the abeolate conquest of the place Vernon 
wes undoubtedly permuaded, after the ease with which he 
had overcome past difficalues, that Caithagena must 
inevitably surrender, but m thie mstance he bad formed 
‘fs opmmon too hastily, and waa destined to experience 
the severe morufication of a repulse. 

Inthe early pat of April the troops became very mckly, 
and died im great numbers but what was most prejnd: 
cial to the service, no good understanding submoted 
between the general and the admiral That cordiahty 
between the commanders im chief, «0 requimte fur con 
ducting with mxcess the conjoint operations of » fleet 
and an army, was at an end between Vernon and Went 
worth, and each seemed more auxious for the disgrace 
of bis rival, than sealous for the honour of hus country. 
The only place that was wanting to complete the redue- 
tion of Carthagena was fort St Laxar, and as the Spa- 
mands were duly throwing up sew works, and making 
All powible preparations to defend themselves to the last 
‘extremity, the general, who was severely reproached by 
‘Vernon for bis snachvity, determmed, without consulting 
the edmursl, to attempt to carry the place by storm. 
Generale Blackeney end Wolf protested against thus as 
‘2 rosh and frustlas menmure, and, as these experienced 
officers baa foretold, the enterprise completely failed, and 
‘more than 600 men, the flower of the Brituh army, were 
‘killed im the attack 
After this desperate and myudicious attempt, the be 
egers gave up all hopes of beng able to reduce the 
place, and the rainy season set in with such violence, 
‘a« rendered st rmpoamble for the troops to live on shore * 
They were, therefore, re embarked, after the flest had 
made an unsuccessful attempt to hombard the town, and 
the armament returned to Jamaica, hb. 
different attacka and by mckness, upwards of 3000 men. 

+ The herts excemtre andcootsmua! at arthagens. and the torrente 
of water that sce ve-eeante pouring down, from Roy re Novembary 
Bate the snlanty, tint they cever cool the try winch i eotwetimmes 

‘ale modetated, Sanne the drgceesnn, by the orth raat wings Poe 
pervpiration, bive the pale and hind appearance Of bel perooee ait 
Rice mation ate langurd aod slegyah tric apeect Je ach aud alow 5 


tnd heir wordy genetaile broken tod interrupted. ‘Every thing 
five tn thea wiiestee a relaxed Rabi of body eed 
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The fortifiationt which bad fatlen into the bunds of the 
English were destroyed, under the direchons of captains 
Knowles and Boscawen, and the damage dove to the 
Bpamards was supposed to sinount to half 6 millon 
sterhng 

The Geet arrived at Jamaica on the 19th of May, and 
voon after the admiral, agreeable to imetructions he had. 
received from the minut}, sent commodore Lestock to 
Auurope with eleven sail of the kine, and the homeward 
dound trade under his convoy While the remaiming 
ahrps of war and transpoits were refitung at Port Royal, 
te ie Spread t's cueeial Of wi, sauenlaed AF Gis Ex 
‘Yernor s house, on the 26th of May, that an attack should 
be made on the island of Cuba, and Vernon, anxious to 
wipe away from the British arms the stmn of ther ll 
succass at Carthagens, exerted bimnelf to the ntroost to 
rtment fit for service A supply of naval 
land, with 3000 recruit fo the army, 
‘onabled the expedition to sail from Jamatca on the Lat of 
July ‘The force under Vernon consisted of embt ol 
Of the lune, one of fifty guos, twelve frixaten, fire ahipe, 
and small vessels of war, and a fleet of forty transports 
and store ships, and with these be anchored m Walthen 
ham bey, on the south side of the island of Cuba, on the 
sth of Suly ‘The following day tho troops were Innded 
without oppontion, and encamped ma plentiful country 
Vernon, with his usual sanguine dispomtion, changed 
the name of the port be had taken possession of into 
Cumberland harbour, and sent a dispatch to England 
expresaire of his hopes that the whole land of Cuba 
‘would avon be 1 possession of the Brith forces 

It was resolved, in 2 council of war, that the troops 
should march over land to St Jago, a town of coomder 
able extent, about mxty miles from Walthentam bay, 
and which was reported to be wholly defencelesa on tho 
land side, while the difficulties of the navigation secured, 
xt from aay danger of an attack by sex Nothing, how 
ever, of moment was attempted in consequence of thus 
resolution The general continued mactrve, except oc 
cenonslly sending out a few smell desultory partes, 
which rarely met with any enemy to oppose them and 
at length informed the sdcasrol, that he feared 1¢ would 
‘be imposible for him to penetrate to St Jago by land 
In comequence of this representaton, the troops wert 
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re embarked on the 20th of October, and soom after 16 
turned to Jamaica 

“About thus ume Vernon wrote tothe duke of Newcastle, 
then secretary of state, earnestly soliciting to be recatled, 
and requesting as the only favour he should ask of the 
crown, that bis conduct 1 the expedypons againet Car 
thagena and Cuba might be strictly and publicly inquired 
inta He asmured the duke, that, until nich orders should 
would forward everyrernice for the honour of 
Inaking apd country with the utmost care and dahgonce, 
daily praying for a deliverance from being conyoned to 
& gentleman, whose upiions he bed long experienced to 
be more changeable than the moon, though be had en 
deavoured, agreeable to hus orders, to mamtein the most 
civil correspondence 10 his powe: with general Went 
worth’ When such was the opinion entertaned Ly 
‘Vernon of hun colleague, which postenty has not reveraed, 
¢am it excite surprise that therr operations should Lave 
been attended with ao httle succiss? or can we hesitate 
where to attach the blame of their mscaniaget 

A reinforcement of 2000 marines, with two ships of 30 
guns and a frigate, having arnved from England on the 
25th of January, 1742, Vernon once more began to enter 
tain hopes, that ho should be able by some succenaful 
enterprine to obhterate the dugrave of the two former 
fruitlese expeditions After frequent councils of war, 
which appear to bare been held too aften for the good of 
the service," 1t was determined to land at Porto Bello, 
and, after marching across the isthmus of Danen, to 
attack Pai & rich town mtuate on the South Sea, 
‘which Sir Henry Morgan, haying formerly marched across 
the uthmus, with 500 buccaneers, had taken with Intl 
difficulty Accordingly, the necessary preparahana were 
made for the expedition, and the admiral put to aea abut 
the madle of March, with eight aul of the line, five 
smaller vessels, and forty transports, having on board 
3000 effective mun, bemdes a body of 500 negroes raved 
for the expedition by general Trelawney, the governor 
of Jamaica, who, with several volunteers, accompanied it 
buneelf 


© tm related of the great duke of Murtboroagh, 

council of war until he had previogsly determined ta bis owa mind 

fowhe weuld act and whatorer aught be the option of the rounctt, 

Erinvarablysdier | to hinowa On whatsonnd ju met thus can d 

S.aHeTeforand, the Glorious ie of the ifiatniows general ean 
at elm ad tte 
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ihe aroament arived at Porto Bello, after a tedious 
‘Pamage of three weeks, occasioned by contrary windaand 
tempestuous scas. The Spamards on the appearance of 
the Brituh feet immediately quitted the town and ficd 
to Panama, so that the troops landed without oppontion 
Vernon now beheved that something decirvs might be 
eff.cted agamst the enemy, but w lus great mortification 
he learnt, that 1 was resolved 10 8 council of war, com 
Posed solely of land officers, to give up the enterprve, 
‘and, etter many meffectuel remonstrances, ho was obiged 
to re embark the troops e very few daya after they were 
landed After this the fleet returuied azatn to Jama 
and nothing of consequence occurred duriag the 
quent part of the time that ailmiral ¥ ernon held the clue 
command on tbat station In the month of September an 
order arrived at Port Koyai for the adwiral aud general 
tw retura home In December the admiral took his pax- 
sage in the Bovne for En,laud, eod was soon after fol 
lowed by Wentworth, with the soldiers that survived 
jefare the departure of Vernon from the West Indies, 
addi essed the secretary of state, unformsng him, + th 
ho could ant be snsenmble how great @ concern the dis 
appoutments an the several expeditions must have been 
to bis mayeaty, Dut deaged leave, at the same time, to 
aay, 1 bebalf of himself and the officers and men that 
had setvea under Ins command, that no part of the dis 
Appointment was justly to be att ibuted to the sen force: 
not did he think at was any want of courage or inclination 
to serve bis majesty in the lund forces, bat that this un 
happy event was principally owig ‘to tbe command 
falling into the bands of general Wentworth, who had 
approved himself wo way equal to st And though the 
vice admnral pretended to little expenence m mihtary 
aifaus, yet 1¢ Wan bus opinion, that if the sole command 
had been intrusted to bim,the British forces would bave 
failed in neither of the expeditions, but would have 
made themselves masters both of Catthazena and St 
Jago, and with the loss of much fewer meu than bad 
died thiouch the unprudent conduct of geveral Went 
worth’ Ibongh there u doubtless no small «bare of 
vanity and self canfidence in ths vindication, and we can. 
not allow all to admiral Vernon that he lays clerm to him 
self, yet we are decidedly of opauon, that 11 be had been 
amtiusted wath the sole command of the aimamenta shove 
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alluded to, the results would have been very different, 
and we must acquit him of havrog m the shuhtest degree 
y falure Eptick (in his Naval Hus 
rts, that ut the sole command had beep in the 
hands of admiral Vernon, the whole of the Spamsh pou 
nein the West Indies mast have been conquered 
by the Butub forces but the opimzon of this writer must 
ha reverved with some caution, when we connder that 
lus work was dedicated to Vernon, and that he would 
naturally incline to overrate the merita of the commander 
to whom he msribed bis labours We must, howe 
observe, thit Euack’s opinion was emlnaced by the 
nation at lar,e, ind Vernon « popularity suffered no di 
aninution from the reverses of fortan he bad experienced 
while avting 1m conjunction with general Wentwarth 

After ins return to Englind, Vernon continued unem 
ployed all the memorable year 1745 During his retire 
t, being paused over in a promotion of fag oftcors, 
ho wrote the following indignant and sarcastic letter to 
the secretary which 1s 60 excellent in its Kind, and #0 
characterutic of the temper and feelings of the writer, 
that wa need offer no apology for inserting it bere 


* Nacton, June 30, 1744 


+ Sin—As we that va retired in the country often con 
tont ourselves with the information we derive from the 
newspipers on a market day, 1 did not so early obserre 
the advertisement from your office of the 23rd of thie 
month, that, in pur mance of bis mayesty’s pleasure, the 
right honourable the lords comminoners of the admiralty 
had made the followin, promotions therem menuoned, 
an which I coald not but perceive there was no mention 
of my name amongst the fing oficers, though by letters 
of the 10th instant you directed to me ae vice admiral 
of the red, and, by ther lordships’ orders, denred my 
opmmion on an affan of his majesty s eetvice, which I 
very honestly gave them, as I judged most conducive to 
hus honour, #0 that thetr lordsiups could not be unm 
fvrmed that T wav in the Jand of tha hving 

‘Though promotious are said to be made by therr lord 
shups orders, yet we all Lnow the communication of bis 
raajesty s pleasure invest (ome from the frat lord 19 com 
maanion, from whom principally his miyesty 1 suppoved 
to retare his information, on which bus royal odes 
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ara founded, and asit a 2 known mexim an onr law, 
that the kung ces do no wrong, founded, ax I apprehend, 
on the perscaman thet the crown never does #0 bat from 
the munnformaton of those whote reapectiva provinces 
are to inform bus mayesty of the particular affeire under 
their care, the first suggestion that uaturally occurs to 
an officer, that hag the fullest testrmomes in but custody 
‘of having happily served bis msyesty 1m the command he 
‘was intruated with, to bis royal approbation, 18, that 
your first commsaoner must either have formed his 
majesty that I was dead, or have lad something to wy 
charge rendering me unfit to Tse an my rank m the 
royal navy, of which being msenmble myself, I denre 
their lordsbipa would be pleased to inform me im what 
at consiets, having, both m action and advice, always, to 
the best of my judgment, endexvoured to serve our 
royal waster with seal and activity becooungs faithfal 
and loyal smulgect, and having hitherto received th 
pabhe approbation of your board 1 confess, at may th 
of life, & retirement from the hurry of business, to pre 
pare for the general audst, which every Chranan ought 
to hava perpetually 1 bis mind, 1s what cannot bat be 
emrable, and might rather give occasion to resoice than 
‘any concern, which (I thank God) it does very littl 
yet, that I might not be thought by avy one to 
eclwed the pablic service, t have thought proper to 
rotmind ther lordstups [ am hving, and have (I thank 
God) the same honest zeal reigning in my breast that 
has animated me on all occasions to approve mynolf a 
faxthfal and zealous mubject and servant to my royal 
‘master and if the first lord commusioner, Daniel, earh 
of Winchelsea, has represented me in any other hght 
to my royal master, he has acted with degeneracy 
unbecoming the descendant of a noble father, whose 
memory I reverence and esteem, though 1 have no 
comphments to make to the judgment or conduct of the 
won, &o &o 






























«EDWARD VERNON’ 
To Thomas Corbett, Exq 
Secretary to the Admuraity. 


That Vernon was passed over without promotion, ax he 
here complains, m rather to be attributed to the parame 
Diows manner in which promotions were at that time 
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ducributed, than (2 any mtentonal neglect of thet gal 
ant officer, for almost on the first occamon of danger we 
4nd bim celled into aervice, and mtrusted with a com: 
‘beat consequence In the spring of the 
year 1745, he was promoted to be admural of the white, 
nd appointed to command a squadron of observation am, 
the North Sea, to watch the equipmentaof the French at 
Dankark and elsewhere, which were evidently intended 
for the mvasion of Great Britain The grandson of 
James 11, encouraged by promises of support from the 
French miunutry, and allared by invitatons from the 
auaffected in Scotland and England, determined to make 
fn attempt to recover the mown of his ancestors, and at 
that time the Kingdom with the utmost consternation 
beheld rtaelf on the pont of being invaded by # popu 
Pretender, supported an bua claims by the power of 
France At such « cumus the vorce of the uabon ampert 
ously demanded that the ablest commanders should bo 
called aimto service, and admural Vernon's appomtment 
was recored with umverval approbation 

Tn Auguat, admiral Vernon hed his flag flying on board 
the St George, n Portsmouth harbour, but soon after 
sifted st to the Norwich, and sailed ta the Downs, to 
watch the French armaments in the oppoute porte 
‘This period of bis command, says Charnock, ‘was, 
perhaps, the most interesting of ns whole hfe, and xt 
as but Justice to his memory to confess, no man could 
have been more dihgent or more successful in that par 
tioular service to which the necessities of ins country 
called bum 

He continued m this station oll the Ist of January, 
1746, when, in consequence of some disputes with the 
Woard of admiralty, be was ordered by the lords com 
mismovers to strike bus fag, which he accordingly did, 
and was never afterwards employed in bis mayest; 
eorvice Various reasovs base been sengned for th 
disagreement between Vernon and the board of adm 
ralty There were probably faults on both mdes The 
naval admtustration of that period was feet'e and mm 
becde, and Vernon was not ® man to conceal bis eenti 
ments Consiitunonal pride, populer favour, and the self: 
conenousnens of no ordinary degree of desert, had ren 
dered Vernon naturally of a loity dispomton, arrogant, 
unaccommodaung He submitted to bis compulave 
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be more familar with the many, than other commanders 
‘whose naval successes were more disinguisbed He was 
‘the second and youngest son of Wilham Anson, Eig, of 
Shughorough, in the county of Stafford, and wee bornin 
the parish of Colwick, April 2ird, 1907, but where he 
received his education, in what ship he first went to sea, 
and under what captain, 1 not known But whatever 
hua educanon may have been, and under whomsvever 
brought up, he rose by hus own exertions and good con 
dace to the height of hus profeenan—admiral of the fleet, 
first lord of the admuralty, a privy councillor, and a pesr 
of the realm 

In 1716, at the ego of nmeteen, he had passed the ox 
ammationa which rendered lim eligible for a heutenant’s 
commission, and was serving m the Hampshire frigate, 
‘which was one of the sbrps sent to the Baltic m thus 
year, under the command of Sir John Norns Ona 
Vacancy ovcurring in that shrp he obtained an acting 
order as eutenant, which was confirmed at home He 
‘ap made a commander im the year 1722, and appointed 
to the Weasel sloop On the Ist of February 1722, he 
‘wna promoted to the rank of post captam, and commanded 
for some time the Scarborough man of war, but bad no 
opportumty of performing any sernves of importance 
From th period we are without any particulars of con 
sequence relative to Mr Anson, tll the war which 
ensued with Spam, in 1739 

Por « number of years, mung the pacific admunmtra 
thon of Bir Robert Walpole, Spain had bebeld with great 
Jealousy the growing commerce and increasing naval 
‘consequence of England, partwalarly in the neighbour 
hood of ber possessions in Sonth America, where one 
‘was most ralnerable, and entertaned the strongest fea: 
of intrusion Anxious to mongpolise to herself the whole 
commerce and wealth of Mexico and Peru, the vessels 
of foragn powers were forind, under severe penalties, 
to appronch within a certain distance of the coasts of her 
American eolones, and, to enforce this regulation, the 
‘American seas were filled with Spanish cruuers, under 
the name of guerda costas, which committed great depre 
dations on the commerce of the Bnteb maton, and 
whose enormimtes at length attracted the attention of 
parhament After fruntless representations to the court 
of Madiid for redress, the Briush tummty determned 
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on hostltes, and, to the epparent joy of the nation, 
war was formally declared against Spain * 

‘On thw event taking place, it was mmmediately de 
‘termed by the mumstry, that captam Anson, who bad 
for sore time commanded the Centunon of 66 guns, 
should be employed on an expedition again+t the Spanish 
pouesstons in the South Sexe It was at fit proposed 
‘that he shonld attack Manilla, the captal of the Piniip 
pine wlands, and a depot of immense wealth, but thie 
plan, though well rmagmed, was lad Aconnderable 
delay attended the equipment of lis squadron, so that, 
though he rece:ved his comission om the 10th of Jannary 
1740, he was not able to put to sea till the [Sth of Septem 
ber, by which means the Spanash court 1ecerved aucurate 
intelligence of his destination and force, and had time 
to advie the governors of the Spanuh provinces in Ame 
nica of the intended expedition 

‘On the 18th of September, 1740, commodore Anson 
suited from Spithead, 1p the Centurion of 60 guns, having 
under his coromand the Gloucester, of 50 guns, cxptain 
Norns, the Severn, of 50 guns, captam Legg, the 
Pearl, of 40 suns, captain Mitchell, the Wager, of 28 














guns, captmn Kidd the Tryal sloop, captma Murray, 
aud the Anna and Industry prk«, victualling tenders 
‘Lbw fleet bad 470 mazines and invalids on board, who 
‘were commanded by heutenant colonel Crocherade, and 
‘waa ordered to the South Sens, to distress the enemy in 
that quarter, where ther weakness moght afford a 
favourable opportunity of attacking them, and their 
wealth would ennch those concerned im the enterprise 
On the 29th of October the commodore anchored at 
the island of Maderra, where he supphed the fleet with 
fresh provisions and wine, and sailed from thence on the 
Srd of November On the 28th he crossed the equinoctial, 
and on the 2ist of December the «hole squadron cama 
to an anchor at the stand of St Catherine's Duease 
hhad by this hme made an alarming progross in the fleet, 
° sel ay ts ee 
Pet ae ree arr ae ay 
tain Jenking a master of e Scotch rowel, being rommaged by the 
Syeniar iy they wre off part of bu ear, and bed hap take at 10 the 
Cae ne a et eee era aban 
Fe ort eerie be cram teen weet 


Sad restened with eet He fied” Eat "be eco 
‘eoded bie soe! to od, ed Ine Lae to fae County" 
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and the commodore’a first care was to provide accomma 
danous for the sick ‘Lents were erected on shore for 
the recovery of the invalids, of whom about eighty were 
from the Centurion, and from the other ships nearly as 
many, m proportion to the number of their hands From 
what bad been related by former voyazers, Anson was 
Jed to expect, that the salubrity of the place, and = 
plentifal sapply of fresh provimons, which might eonly 
be obtained, would soon recover his sick, but an these 
particalara he was greatly deceived, for the air of St 
Gatherme s proved far fiom being so healthy es st bad. 
heen represented, and the conduct of the governo: de 
prived thom of many of the advantages they might 
have obta:ntd from the refieshments of the place 

‘The ships being rested, and tberr stock of provinions 
and water replenished, though madequatels, commodore 
Anson left the mland of St Catherines on the 18th of 
Sau nd stood to the southwart As they might 
expect a more boisterous chmate to the southward than 
any they bad yet experienced, the commodore, as a 
‘measure of necessary prudence, appornted three places 
of rendezvous for the squadron, in cuse of separation 
The first was port St Julian, om the coast of Patazona, 
the second, the island of Nostra Senora del Socoro, and 
the third, the island of Juan Fernandez, m the South 
Sea A few days after their departure fiom St Cathe 
vine , the Pearl separated from the rest of the squadron, 
and did not reyoin 1¢ Ol near e month afterwards During 
ber absence she was chased by five Spanish ships of war, 
and nariowly escaped bemg taken, owing to the correct 
‘formation afforded the Spamwh adwiral by the trea 
chery of the governor of St Catherine a, by which means 
he was enabled so to disguuse bus ships, that the Pearl 
mistook them for the British squadion and was within 
gun shot of the Spanwh commander before they dis 
covered their mstake, but, by superior dexterity im 
manteurnag the ship, happily excaped 

After spending some time at port St Juhan, the equa 
ron sailed from thence on the 27th of February 1741, 
and, haviiz 2 contnuance of favourable weather, it 
paced tbe stiaits le Vanre onthe 7thof Warch As there 
erraits are cousidered to be the boundary between the 
Adiantie and Pacific oceans, they flattered themselves 
that the greatest dificaltes of theit voyage were now 
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at an end, and that they had uothing before cham bat 
an open sea, till they arrived om that opulent coast 
‘where all thear hopes and wishes centred There pleas 
ing ideas were encouraged by the brightness of the sky 
d the berenity of the weather, for the moroing of the 
day on which they passed through the straits, though 
the winter m that quarter was rapidly advancing, yrelded 
am mildness and brilliance to mone they bad witnewed 
since their departure from Bugland, 

‘But these favourable preaages were goon st an end, 
for before the sternmost slips of the equadion were clear 
of the straits, the eeremty of the sky wa, quddenly 
obscnied, an! all the sdications of an ampending storm 
appeared From this time, dung @ period of two 
months, they had such 4 sucession of tempestuous 
‘weather as surprised the oldest and most experienced 
en on board, and oblized them to confess, that what 
they bad batherto called stmms were niconmderable 
gales compared with the violen(e of these winds Daring 
this disastrous period, the ships suffered the most eertoas 
damage in ther bulls, mats, and nig-ing, und, to add to 
their duntresses, the scurvy rayed die udtally 10 the fleet 
8 ay be formed of the rava.es commvntted by 
that myeterate malady in this 2il tated squadrou, when 
At 1s told, that in the space of one month the Centurion 
lost forty three men, and afterwards the mortality went 
on increamng, and the disease extended rtvelf 40 prods 
fously, that, after the low of above two hundred men, 
they could not at last muster more than six foremast 
men in a watch capable of duty 

Notwithstanding these distr enns cucumstances, which 
were felt with equal severity ou boad the other ships, 
the squadron continued to: a long time to keep together, 
and resolutely contended acaimst the storm Bat the 
tempest increasing im viclence, and the crews of the 
abips being much weakened by mckness, the Pearl aud 
Severn parted from the squadron on the 10th of Api, 
aud, ducoursged by the continuance of the storm, re 
turned to England On the 25th of the month, the 
commodore lost mght of the remammg part of hus squa- 
dron, but chis mefortune by no means prevented him 
from bravely coptown, hu voyage After suffering 
1 edible bardehups, be nt length succeeded in making 
Iu. passage 20nd Cae Horn, and, notwithstanding 1t 
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‘wis the genera? opimon of all on hoard that mone had 
earrivad the teropest but themselves, and the crew was 
daly diminuiing by the scurvy, he resolved to proceed 
to the first place of rendezvous This seal to falfil ban 
‘mstractions was the mors laudable, as the cncumstances 
of brs mtuation were such ax would have justified Inn 
sn departing from tus orders Havmg cruised for a 
fortmght off the wland of Nostra Senora del Socore, 
‘without meeting with any ships of the squadron, and 
eaparing of sesing them agen, the commodore steered 
for the wland of Juan Fernandez And now, as if fur 
tune was not weary of pertecating them, they expert 
enced a fresh dheaster On the 28th of May they were 
actaally within mght ofthe deured port, but, owing to 
the state of the atmosphere, mistook the island for a 
cload, and umagmmg themselves conmderably to the 
westward of thetr course, they sailed for the main Tand. 
of Clult, m order to take a new departure By this 
means they were not able to anchor at Jasn Fernandes 
tll the 11th of July, and lost betweun seventy an 
of therr men, who would probably have been sa 
they kept thar course when they fret made the wand 
‘The crew of the Ceatarion was by this time reduced to 
#0 deplorable a condition, that, taking all the watcher 
together, they could scarcely muster bands enough to 
work the ship on an emergency, including the officers, 
ther servants, and the boys, though two hundred and 
odd men remained alive, out of between four and five 
hundred, who had passed the straits lo Mare but three 
montha before, almost all of them in health and vigour 
Op the evening of bis arnva} at Joan Fernandes, the 
commodore was joined by the Tryal sloop, and some time 
afterwards by the Gloucester and Anna, victuallng ten 
der, all which vessels bad been proportionally reduced mn, 
tharnumber of men bytheacmry The Gloacester:ndoed 
saffered more severely than the other ships, for though 
yppeared off the harbour on the 28th of June, she was 
Kept at sen by contrary winds tll the 23rd of the follow 
ang month, when she arnved 1 #0 melancholy a eonds 
thon, that her ciew was reduced to fifty six men The 
necessary steps ore nmmediately telen for the recovery 
of the sick, to which the healthful mr of Juan Fernandes, 
and the abundance of sts vegetable productions, greatly 
contributed Thus aslaud, covered with perpetual ver 
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dure, and ble-sed with a unld and salubrious clunate, 
soon’ produced a vimble amendment im the mick, and 
checked the inveteravy of then malady ‘The most pra 
dent measures were adopted by the commodore to profit 
by the advantages of kus situavon, and to reheve hie 
enfeebled and debilitated seven Im dns purpose, 
tents were erected on shore tor the actommoaation of 
the mck, im places admurably calculated for then von 
vensence and comioit, and the island furnished antiscor 
Bute productions in great abuudance Sy these means 

ost of tae mvalids 1ccovered, and after the second day 
mot more than ten dicd dining ther tht e months con 
‘tannance on the island . 

‘The commodore having recovered bus men and refitted 
Ins Little fleet, despairing of berag Jouned by the stups of 
Ina squidrov that were mussing, resolved to commence 
lua operations agaist the enemy as soon ae possible 
Seoodinnly, om the Bth of September, a ail appearing 
an tho offiu, he werbed anchor and stood m pursuit of 
Wer, bat log mpbt, he ¢ nanzed bs wivise, and on 
the ‘Lath ducovcred a sul to the windward, which be 
oon came up with aud captared Lhe prize, huh waa 
about 450 cons burden, was bound from Callao in Pern, 
to Valparaiso in Glili, and bad on bond 2 cat, of bale 
goods, tobacco, som trunks of wrou,t plate ind twen 
ty three chests of dollars, each weighing upwards of txo 
handred pounds .vondupos But what was move valu 
able to the captors, and by which their futare plan of 
operations was deuded, «as the information which they 
obtamed froma ther prsouers They learned from thera 
the msscartage of the Spanivh squadron which bad Leen, 
sent out to intercept the 1, aud faather learnt, that, thou, b 
an embargo had been lad upon all the shyppmmg in the 
South Sern, m the month of May preceding, 1¢ now ua 
longer subsusted, and therefore some valuable prizes 
amght probably be made before the Spaniards were 
sufficiently alarmed to keep in pot Che cormomodore 
on this information returned to Juan Feinander, and 
used the ntmost dilge xe in preparing tus rte squa 
ron fur sea 

Fhe next day the Trsal Sloop was divpatehed to cru 
off Valparaiso, and the Anna puik heme deemed inca 
pable of fartber s1/12, ber june were takin out, ond 

u : 























218 NAVAL HISTORY 


moanted on board the prize, and the command of her 
given to leatenaut Sanmarez* The Centurion and ber 
prize, the Carmelo, weighed from the bay of Juan Per 
andes on the 19th of September, leaving the Gloucester 
Belnnd, end a few days after were jomned by the Tryal, 
which during her cruse bad taken a valuable prise 
‘Thue vousel was fitted up and called the Tryal# Prise, 
the men were transferred to her, ae the Tryal wus oo 
Jonger mm a condston to be navigated with safety, and 
accordingly was condemned and burnt 

‘The commodore now proceeded towards Paita, of which 
place the Gloucester was ordered to cruise, and took a 
prize, but of emait value, except fifty pounds weight m 
plate and specie On the 12th he captured auother priz 
which had stopped the day before at Patta, to take 12 
water aud provisions, and from aa Insbiman on board 
‘thin vemel, and the other priscuers, be Jearnt such an 
sovount of the defenceless state of the town, that he de 
termined to attack it without low of ime | They were 
now about twelve leacues distant from it aod lest the 
inhabitants should be alarmed by the appearance of the 
ships, and thereby have an opportanity of removing their 
‘valuable effects, the commodore resolved to attempt 1 
place with his boats only, under covet of the darkness 
of the might Accordingly, about ten oclock at mgtt, 
the ships bomg then within five leagues of the place, 
Deutenant (afterwards fur Piercy) Brett, to whom the 
command of the expedition was given, put off with fifty 
eight chosen men under bim, and ariived at the month 
of the bay without being discovered , but some of the 
people belongm, to a vessel riding at anchor there per 
ceived them, and, getting into their boat, rowed towarda 
the fort, and s0 alarmed the town Laghta were now 
seen moving about, and at was obvions that the inbsbit 
ants were aware of their approach On thie, heutenant 
Brett encouraged ms men to pall brukly up, that they 
mught gve the enemy as hitle tume as poenble for pre 
peration Some shots were fired at the boats from the 
fart, bat without success, and in lest than o quarter of 
an hour from the first landing, and with no other loss 
than one man killed and two wounded, heatenant Brett 
and bis party became masters of the place The Spam: 
ards, unable to resist the desperate efforts of British 
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‘valour, fled with the ntmost consternation into the coun 
try, leaving therr valuable effects beland, and many 
of them flying balf naked The sailors, who could not 
he prevented from enternng the houses of the fugitives, 
decked themselves out m rich Spanuh habits, which, 
contrasted with their own gieasy apparci, made sa gro 
(eas en appearance, that their commander conld 
scarcely be permuaded that they were his own people 

‘At day break the commodore bad the satistaction to 
behold the Enghsh colours fying at the flag staf of the 
fort, by which he knew that the place was in possession 
of bis men, and stending in with the ships came to an 
chor in the afternoon, at the distance of about a oule and 
a half from the town The sailors were now bumly ema 
ployed m collecting the treasure, aud removing it 09 
dourd the slups, nor did they meet with any interrap 
tion from the enemy, though vastly superior to them 1, 
number, and apparently well armed and dseciplmed 
‘While the treasure was removing, commodore Auson 
made various overtares to treat with the governor for 
‘the ransom of the town and the roer-bandiwe st contamed, 
Dut these beng rejected with great insolence, when 
the place was evacuated he ordered st to be set on fire, 
which was accordmgly done ‘Ibe treasure token at 
Paita amounted to upwards of £30000 sterlin, 
loan of the Spasards was far greater, and was estumnted 
‘ata milbon anda half of dollars The vessels found wm tho 
harbour were destroyed, except the Sohdad, the largest 
and best ship, which the commodore kept, and appomnted 
hentenant Haghes of the Tryal to command her 

‘As commodore Angon had nobly supported the chi 
ter of hus country by gallantry and enterprise, ao he ga 
the enetoy an exemple of bamamity, well worthy of their 
amitanon He now net at liberty the prisoners collected 
from the various prizes before mentioned, whom he hed 
treated during their confinement with so much generost 
ty and tenderness, as to impreas them with the stronge 
senuments of gratitude and admuration 

On the 10th of November, the squadron weighed and 
put to sea, aud two days after were jomed by the Glow 
cester, which had taken two small prizes, the one laden 
with wine, and about £7,000 10 money and plate, the 
other, with a pretended cargo of cotton, but 1m reality 
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earrying a quanhty of doubloovs and dollars, to the 
amount of nearly £12,000 

The commodore learnt from some papers on boatd a 
prize, that the English expedinon against Caithageva 
had foiled, and, therefore, as he could not hope to be 
reviforced across the isthmus, and was too weak to 
‘attack Panama, he determined to steer as soon us pos 
mble to the southern parrs of Califorma, or to the ad 
Jacent coast of Mexico, there to erase for the Manilla 
Galleon, which he knew wes now at sea, bound for the 
port of Acrpulco ‘The foice unler the commodore 
‘aniounted to eight vessels, uiclading prizes, twoof them 
aniing 90 badly av greatly to retard the progress of the 
squadron, they were ordered to be cleared of the most 
valuable part of their cargo and burnt, as was a third 
oon afterwards 

The squadion being in want of water the commodore 
proceeded to the weland of Quibo in the bay of Panama, 
‘whore he supplied his ships with that necessary article, 
und also obtained 4 large quantity of tutte, which 
proved a great refreshment to hy men On the 12th of 
December, the sqnadrou stood from Quibo to the west 
‘wad, but owing to contrary winds and other untayour 
able circumatances, dd uot get into the track of the 
galleon tll near the end of January he prisoners on 
‘Donrd endeavoured to persuade them, that it was no un 
common thing for the galleon to artive at Acapulco #0 
late as the middle of Febuary, and the propenuity of 
yen to believe whatever flatters them wishes, led them 
to eredit this account, bat having cruised for some dave 
off Acapulco without having seep the object of their 
ernest wishes, the commodore resolved to wend a boat, 
under cover of the mgbt, to see if the Manilla sbyp was 
an the herbow, im order that, if she was not there, they 
amght be annated by the prospect of her capture to 
continue their cruwe, or, if she was arrived, chat they 
mught be at liberty to consalt the 
‘circumstances should render inst advisable Accord 
angly a boat well manned, was dispanched from the 
Centurion, with heutenauts Denis and Scott, to cue off 
the harbour of Acapuko, for information respectins the 
galleon , and afte: mx daya absence they retuned with 
three negro pusoners, whom they surprised in a catvey 
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Sshing off the port From these men the commodua 
learnt, that the galleon arrived at Acapulco on the 9th of 
Juwuary, had dehvered her cargo, and was taking in 
‘ber 1dmmg for Manilla, for which place the viceroy had 
ordered by proclamation, that she should depart on the 
3rd of March 

Thus information raised the spirits of the aguadron to 
a bigh pitch, and parucularly as the Indians seemed 
confident that the Spamaids had no suspicion of an Eng 
lish force being off the port, aud consequently would not 
prevent tha sailng of the galleon ot the appointed ume. 
‘As it was on the 19th of Febranry that the boat returned 
‘and brought the above intelligence, the commodore 
resolved to continue the greater part of the intermediate 
tme to tho westward of Acapulco, conce:ving that m 
‘that stuaton there would be less danger of his beng 
seen from the shore, and this interval he employed 10 
waking such an arrangement of brs force as his skill 
aud prudence dictated On the Ist of March, the com- 
‘modare made the Iugb Lands of Acapulco, and the equa 
ron got with all possible expedinon into the stations 
prescribed by bis ders The dustnbution of the sbips 
on this occasion, both for intercepting the galleon, and 
for avoiding a discovery from the shore, was the Taost 
Judictous that could bave been concesred The ships 
‘were ranged in a circular he, at three leagues distance 
from each other, so that the whole sweep of the squadron, 
within which nothing could pass unducovered, was at 
Teast twenty four leagues in extent, and to reader thi 
@isposrtion shill more completa, and to prevent even the 
poanbility of the galleon's escaping in the might, two 
‘enters, belonging to the Centurion and Gloucester, 
were manned and seat in shore, and commanded to 
lhe all day at the distance of four or five leagues from 
‘the entranes of the port, where by reazon of their «mall 
ness they could not be disverned, bat m the might they 
were directed to ntand nearer to the barbour’s mouth, 
and, a» the Lebt of the moioing approached, to come 
‘bock to their stations 

On the dawn of the day fixed for the departure of the 
galleon, every one was eagerly engaged in looking out 
towards Acapulco, fiom whence neither the casual duties 
on board, nor the calls of hun,er, could ersily divert 
their eyes but that and the three <ucceeding days 
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pased in a state of fruitiess expectation They did not, 
‘however, yot despair all were disposed to flatter them- 
selves, that some unforeseen accident hed intervened, 
which might have put off her departure for « few days, 
and suggestions of this kid occurred in great plenty, 
and wore cagerly hetencd to Hut nearly a month being 
pent im thua state of anasous auspense, the commodore 
‘Beyan, with reason, to imagine, that he was discovered 
to be on the coast, and that the saihng of the galleon 
would of course be deferred untl the ensuing season 
On thu he formed a plan for attacking the town of Acn 
paleo, wud making humaclf master of the wished for 
Prue m the harbour, but the reduced number of his 
men rendered this scheme impracticable, and the squa 
@ron bemg at length im great want of water, he was 
obbiged to steer for the harbour of Chequetan, about 
thirty leagues to the westward of Acapulco, where he 
anchored ou the 7th of Aprd Lectensnt Haghes, in a 
cutter with 6 x armed men, was ordered ta cruise for # 
few days longer off Acapulco, m the forlorn and hugering 
hope, that the Mamlla ship mi,ht yet muke her appear 
ance and 10 that case be wa» directed to join the com 
modore with all possible speed, Dut the galleca not 
‘Venturing to put to sea, the cutter jommed the squadron 

‘The crews of the British ships were by ths tine 90 
much reduced by sickness, that their unrted numbers did 
not amount to the full complement of a fourth rate man 
of war The commodore, therefore, found tt necessary to 
destroy bis prizes, having first removed ther cargoes, 
and to divide thes people between his two remaining 
etops These proceedings, together with the time em 
ployed m obtaining a necessary supply of water, detained 
them near a month im the harbour of Chequetan, and 
the commodore, after sending some prisoners on shore, 
resolved to give up for the present all hopes of intercept 
ing the galleon, and to steer immediately for the nver 
Centon, m China 

‘Ou the Gth of May, he took bis departare fiom the 
coast of Mexico The passage proved favourable till the 
beginning of Juve, when the scurry broke out afresh on 
hoard both slips, and threatened to renew ite former ra 
ages Encountering severe gales of wind, and with a 
crew reduced to mxteen men and eleven boys, fit for daty 
the Gloucester became in #0 crazy and dusbied a condr 
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tion, that the captain and her officers represented to the 
cominodore the necesmty of abacdonimg her, a3 it wi 
nmpossible to keep her above water The crew were ac 
cordingly talen on board the Centurion, together with 
‘what money, goods, and stores, could be saved, and tie 
abyp was burnt 

The Centurion was the only ship now remaning m the 
South Seas, of a potent squadron that had passed the 
straits Je Maire But an the moet adverse circumstances 
the constancy and unshaken resolutr of the commo 
dore never forsook him, strugglmg under the cst 
formaable difhcalties from disease and reduction of 
men, aud commanding a vessel Jeaky in her bull, and 
‘materially injured in hea masts, ngging and sale, he 
vet un example to the crew of patience, activity, and 
denevolence, cheerfully sharing with the healthy the 
fangues and hardships of the service, and Lindly a 
mumistering to the sick all the relef and comfort im 
lua power In thw situation, as the commander of a 
wngle alup, he gave « happy earnest to hw country of 
thowe services which be afterwards performed, when 
tased to @ higher station, and invested with a more 
‘portant command 

The Gloucester was destroyed on the 15th of August 
and on the 28th of the same month, the Centarion cam: 
to an anchor at Tima, one of the Ladrone island», nw 
oodiuon nearly as deplorable as when they reached Juan, 
Fernandez, so that had the sp continaed much louger 
at sea, the whole ciew must mevitably bays perished 
Some idea may be formed ot the wretched mtuation of 
the Centurion # company, when it mentioned, that all 
the bands they conld muster capable of acting upon ch 
greatest emergencies, including hkewise some 1 e,roes 
and Indian prisoners, amounted to no wore than seventy 
‘one and this was the whole force that could be collected, 
tn their present feeble condition, fiom the united crews 
of the Centurion, the Gloucester, and the Tryal, which 
when they departed from England were manned alto 
Lether with neatly a thousand hands he sick, amount 
ang im number to one bundied and twenty erzht, wera 
Inoughton shore with the utmost dispatch, and the com 
maodore himself humanely apuisted 1 providing every 
thing for ther accommodation Huts and tents were 
erected to rececve theta, and the commodore took care that 
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they ahould be aoundantly supphed with the exellent 
vegetables aud fru which the wland produced By 
these means the sick recovered with aa much rapdity 
ay, under similar otcamstances, they had doue at Juan 
Fernand.y 

But winlst Anson was emploved mm these benevolent 
cares, an accident occurred which had nearly bought 
the expedition to ap unfortunate termination In a a0 
‘vere gale of wid the Centuion parted from her anchora, 
and was driven to sea, leaving pehind the commodore 
with many other officers, and a great part uf the crew, 
amounting in tue whole to one hundred and thirteen 
persons [he weak state of the Centurion # ciew, the bad 
couaiuon of the ship, and the violence of the storm led 
most of them to conclude that she was lost , and thore thi 
Delieved her safe bad scarcely any expectation that she 
would ever be able to make the nland again Tn exther 
, their situation was indeed most deplorable 














nearcat amicable port and tne only means they had of 
transporting themselves thither was a Spanish bark of 
about fifteen tons, which they bad seized on their firet ar 
nival, and which could not hold even a fourth of ther 
number This vessel they baaled on shore and sawed 
minder, to len "then hei twelve feet, winch wauld e1 
her to nearly forty tons burthen, and enable ber to carry 
them to Clima Owing to the mdifiuable exertions of 
the commodore, and the patience and mdustty of bis peo 
ple, the woth of lengthening the bith was advanung 
rapidly, when co their great toy the Centurion was de- 
ecried in the offing, after an avence of nmeteen days 
‘Thus event proved fall a8 satisfactory to the distiessed on 
Board as to the destitute on share, for during their 
absence they had suffered wor redible hardships, and the 
@up was 50 leaky, that they could scaccly keep her 
afloat with the constant use of all then pumps 

‘The commodore now resclvd to stay no longer at 
Timan than was absolutely neceseu1y to complete his 
stock of water A second gale of uind drove the ship 
again to sea, bat her crew was condcribly stron.er 
than before, and also animated by the presence of their 
commander and the weather soon proving favourable, 
ehe retunnea fo an anchor after abont fixe days absence 

Having completed tus water, and Jad m a Tage quan 
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taty of the frints of the island, the commoaure took his 
departure from Tinian, and steered duectly fur Wa 10 
On the ah of November he made the coast of Cinna, 
without having tet with any remarkable accurrence on 

s passage , and on the 12th anchered mm the road of 
jacac = The Chinese, a people extremely ycalous of 


every apecies of vexstion and delay, but his firmness, 
jommed to = certam degree of concikatery conduct, at 
length succeeded m removing ali diffivulbes and the 
Centurion was thoroughly repaired,and fitted for sea 

‘No way ducouraged by hie former disasters, the com 
mode determined once more to brave the storms of 
the Pacific Ocean, m hopes of meetwg the galleon, and 
expecting that, wastead of one annual slip from Aca 
pulco, there would sn all probability be two this year, 
fence by Deine on thewr coast he bad prevented cine of 
them fiam putimg to sea the preceding season He 
therefore resolved to crise for these returning vessels 
off core Bvpanin Gauto, which 26 the fast land thay 
‘make at the Philppine islands and the better to conce: 
hus intentious lest by any meane the enemy ‘ould 
Decome acquainted with them, he gave out at Wacao that 
he was boond to Batavie, and fiom thence to Englund 

On the loth af April 1744, the Centaricm sailed from 
Mac io and on the 20th of May araved off cape Eapnita 
hanto, their intended station Senubie of the weakness 
of bus crew, and that then success must um a creat mex 
sare depend on their ducrphog and skull, the commodore 
ordered them to be exercised almost every day 1 work 
ing the great cuns,and practming the use of amall arms 
‘These precautions were extremely necessary, a5 it was 
well known that the galleons were veovels of great force, 
and should they fall in with two of them, as they 
dently wunhed for, the contest must necessarily be savers, 
and they could ooly hope for victory from thesr superior 
skill in the wan erent of ther ship and arms 

‘As the month of June advanced, the expectations and 
smpatienice of the commodares people daily increased 
No better idea can be given of their uanguine eagerness 
at ths time, than by the following extract» from the 
journal of one of the oftce: 

June Sth Bez now to be m meat expectation, 
‘this being the middle of June their styie 
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‘1ith Begin to grow impatient at not seeing the 
Balleons, 

*Jath The wind having Wown easterly for the forty- 
eight hours past, gives us great expectations of seeing 
tho galleona soon 

“5th Ciuumg off and on, and looking ont strictly 

‘19th The bemg the last day of June, NS the 
Galleons, if they arnive at all, must soon appear” 

‘Prom these extrarts it will appear how entnely the 
treasares of the galleons had engrossed their thoughts, 

nd how anxuously they passed the latter part of ther 
cruno, when the certainty of the arrival of those vessels 
‘hod dwindled down to & probabihty only, and that pro 
bubility became each hour more and more doubtful On 
the 20th of June, however, being just a month after 
their gaining thesr station, they were rebeved fram this 
anxious atate of uncertainty, for at sun nea they dus 
covered @ enil from the mast head am the S E quarter 
On the commumecation of thin welcome intelligence, a 
general burat of yoy ran through the slup, for they had 
no doubt bat ehis was one of the galleons, and expected 
soon to descry another The commodore instantly stood 
towards her, and at half an hour past seven they were 
near enough to see her from the Ceuturions deck, at 
which trme the galleon fired a gun, and took 1m her top 
Salant sails This was supposed to be a mgnal to her 
consort to hasten up, and therefore the Centurion fired 
a gun to leeward to amuse her The commodore was 
‘surprised to find, that dang thus snterval the calleon did. 
not change her course, but comtinves to bear down upon 
hum, for he hardly believed, what afterwards appeared 
to be the case, that she Knew bis ship to be the Cen 
turion, and resolved to fight hrm 

An action commenced between the two ships mthia 
Prtol shot, which was masntamed by the galleon with 
arent gallantry for an hour aad « half, when sho stittck 
her colours, and was taken posseamon of by Mr Brett, 
the first leatenant of the Centunon The pnts was 
commanded by a Spanish admiral, who was wounded in 
the engagement, aud the treasure on boa:d amounted to 
1813843 Pieces of exght, and 35082 ounces of virgin 
silver and plate, amounting 1m value to £314,000 

Scaicely had tbe galleon struck when one of the 
heutenants came hastily to Anson, and whupernig 19 
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Ins car, told bim that the Centurion was dangerously on 
fre near the powder 100m This appafling mformation 
‘was 1eceived by Angon without any epparent emotion, 
and he gave his dnections with the gveatest composure, 
desig that care should be taken not to alarm the 
people, or to throw them 1nto a atate of confusion, by 
‘thas yudteious conduct and waking use of the proper 
means, the fire was happily extngusshed ‘The com 
modore procceded, without loss of time, to the iver 
Canton with his prize, where be became azain mvolved 
a dispute with the Chinese, who mmsted that the 
Centurion and her prize should pay the same dues 
which are levied on trading vessels that put mto the 
posts of China, but commodore Anson, considering this 
2s an indigmty to his mayesty’s fag, refused to submit to 
it, and an the end bis firmness gained the pomt 
ving removed the treasure mto his own ship, the 
commodore not being able to procure a sufiaent bum 
ber of people to navigate ber to England, sold the 
Kalleon to the merchants of Macao, for 6000 dollars, a 
sum far les than ber value, but which his mpatience 
wo get to sea imdaced Inm to auept The Centunon 
from Macao on the 16th ot December, and arrived 
im safety at Spithead ou the 15th ot May following. 
That the moat perils which had so often threatened 
them im the preceding parte of thet voyage, might 
pursue them ta the very last, and the watchtul cate of 
Providence be farther exercised towards them, the com 
‘modure learnt on hus ariival, that there was » French 
fleet of conmdersble force cruising in the cbopa of the 
Channel for the express purpose of intircepting bim, 
which, from the accoant of their poston, be found the 
Centurion bad run though, and bed bea all the time 
concealed from them by a fog ‘Thus,’ to use the words 
of the author of the soyage, ‘was this expedition ended, 
when it had Tasted three years and nine months, after 
having, by 18 event, stron.ty evinced ts important 
truth,—that though prudence, mtrepidity, and perse- 
verance united, are not exempted from the blows of 
adverse fortune, yet in a long seriet of transactions, 
they usually ris6 aupenor to ats power, and im the end 
rarely fail of provim, saccessful * 
The commodore, as might naturally be expected, met 
with a most flattermg reception from all ra sks of people, 
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and eigbt days aftr bis srnval wis promoted to the 
rank of rear advuiral of the blue fhe treaune of the 
galleon was drawn in tmumph through the city of 
London, in thirty two wagzons, which were preceded by 
band of military masic, playing patiio ic airs, and 
Zuarded by a detachment of the officers and seamen of 
the Centurion 

‘Soon after his 1eturn Anson was engeged in a dispute 
with the lords of the admuralty, who refused to con 
firm heutenant Brett in the rank of post captam, to 
‘which the commodore had appointed him in the river 
Canton, when he hnnvelf was under the necewity of 
vinting the viceroy This dispnte ourasioned Anson nat, 
only to remain some time unemployed, but caused him 
to declne acceptin, the rank of rear admual, which, 
fas we before mentioned, was conferred on hia eight 
Gayo after his arrival ‘In Devember 1744 1 very ex 
tensive change took place im tue administiato 
the duke of Bedford becarne first lord of the adm 
ralty, and honoured Anson with a seat at thi new board 
Aton received the farther satisfacuon of haviag his 
commision to Mr Brett confirmed, and im the (ollow 
ang April he obtained two steps of rank at once, by 
bemg appointed vice admmal of the white Abont thi 
tame, he purchased the borough of Heden, 1m Yorkshire, 
with a part of the spoils of hus expedition, which gave 
fu a deat an the house of commous unul he was ad 
vanced to the peerago ‘This boraugh continued for 
many ears to be represemed on lus nomination, by 
officers who hod setved under lum in the South Seas 

‘The great wealth which be had acquued invested 
him with commderable inftuence, and promotion flowed 
yapidly upou bim The French kinz, having resolved to 
renew hue efforts agaist our colomes m America and 
our settlements in the East Indies, bad fitted out two 
squadrons at Brest, whuk were intended to set sail at 
the same time The Enghsh mimany determined to 
intercept these squadrons, and appooted vice edmual 
Auson, and rear admiral Warren, to the command of 
fifteen sail, a sloop, and fie sbrp This fleet sailed from 
Pivmouth on the 9th of Apu, 1747, and steered ther 
‘course to cape Fimsterre, om the coast of Galhaa From 
sme delay, the squadion under the commnd of Jon 
qnere only sailed at this time, which proved fatal to bim 
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and tis tnisov as that undct Anson was so gieatly 
supenor lhe Fnglwh fleet had heen crussig anout tor 
some tre, between Usbant and cape Fimsterre, when 
on the 3rd of May they discovered the enems # squadron 
hips of war, as many firgates, atid four 
equipped bv therr Fast India company, 
having under their convoy about thirty smnps laden with 
merchandiwe Admiral Anson at tust mae the mgnal 
to form tho line of battle, but wheo he observed that 
Jonqmere was manwuvring to gain time, to favour 
the escape of the convoy, be struck bis signal for the 
Irae, and howsted one for a general chase, and for exch 
skp toengaze ax she could get up and close with the 
enemy —Lhis brou-bt on an artion 1 whith the French 
defended thamselves with great bravery for three hours, 
when the commodore was obliged to strike, after being 
dismasted, the rest of the quiron sunencered soon 
after The elepant comph neat of the French comm 
ore, on presenting his sword to the conqueror, deseaves 
to be reconded—pommting to two abipy L Invincible and 
1 Glowe, he ard, ¢ Bir, you hare vanquished the tavin 
tubte, «nd Glory follows you 

Admiral Anson returned to Portwmouth with the cap 
tured squadi mand upwards of £30) 000m money + hich 
had eon destined to pay the French forces u America 
and the Enst Indies 

‘This was broaght to London in tucnty wa gens, and 
conveyed to the Bank wm great atite Toi these repeated 
services admiral Anson was rewarded, June tot, with a 
Peerage, by the ttle of lord Anson, baion of Soberton, 
yu the county of Southampton and in July he was ad 
‘vanced to he vice admiral ot the red 

In Mas, 1748, he was faither advanced s be admiral 
of the bluc,and appointed to command the squadron that 
convoyed George If to Holland, and ever after constantly 
liad the honour of attending the Kins on bis gom abroad, 
and on ing return to England In the followm: vear 
Jord Anson was tppanted vice admiral of Great Butain, 
and in July 1701, he was made first lord of the admiralty, 
a» which post he continued (with a very shoit anteniup 
tion) to has death He was hkewse at diferent times, 
during bis maxsty s abvence m Gumang, one of the 
lords justices of the kingdom. 

On the (-t of Suly, 1758, beng thn almnal of the 
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white, and having hosted bus fing on board the Royal 
George, of 100 guns, lord Anson sailed from Spithead, 
Sie Edwerd Hawke commanding under hum, witb twenty 
‘two sail of the ‘and a ptoportovate number of f11 
Gates and amaller vessels, and by crmsmg continually 
Before the port of Brest, he covered the descents that 
were made by the duke of Narltorou,h and commodore 
Howe, at St Malocs, Cherburg, & Returning to port 
tm the antumn bi brmself sedulously to the duties 
of bis bigh station, as first lord of the admiralty, and a 

jeries of the most brilliant succesaes crowned 
mumistraion He had the setisfaction of reflecting, that 
under uo previous admumustration bad the honour aud 
character of the British navy shone with more conspicu 
oussplendour ‘The fleets of France wero confived within 
her ports, or if they put to sea experrenved the most 
humutating defeats ber coasts were insulted by Brite 
squadrons, which made repeated deaceuts, plundering her 
towne and destroying ber harboars and fornficationa 
Loussbourg and Quebec, in North America Gore, on 
‘the coast of Africa, and Pondicherry, in the East Indies, 
the capitals of their posseasions im those parts, were all 
subdued by the efforts of Brosh velour Jn short, to neo 
‘the words of Voltaire, speaking of thas period, * the Eng 
lish were victorious 20 every quarter of the globe’ 

The last service performed by lord Anson at nea was 
‘the convoyung to England, in September 1701, the prim 
cees Charlotte of Mecklenburgh Strelits, the betrothed 
queen of George 111 On bis tetarn from this service, 
ius lordsnp, whose health bad been on the dechue, was 
Yeoommended by hu physictans to try the effect of the 
‘Bath waters, from which he was thought to have recerved 
some benefit, but soon after bia departure fior thence 
he was suddenly sexed with » violent indispostuon, and 
after lingerng a few days, he died at bis svat at Moore 
Park, m Hertfordshire, on the 6th of June, 1702 Hie 
lordship was married, in 1748, to the eldest daughter of 
tho lord chancellor Hardwicke the Indy died the year 
Preceding tum, without wae, and he left the greater 
Part of hy fortune ¢o bis ster «non, Geor,e Adama, Eq 
‘No man had a jirger shaze of good fortuas than lord An 
‘ton, but xt sbould be remarked, tbat few men deserved it 
mate and hie successes were not the result of blind 
chancc, bat ot well concertud and weil executed demgna, 
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As an officer and a man, the memory of lord Anson ie 
entitled to the highest honour and respect As an afficer, 
he was 0001 aud stendy tn the execution of hus duty, of 
an enterprising spint, yet patent under difficulties, perse 
vermg in adverse circumstances, and of a courage that 
no dangers could dismay He had the welfare of bis 
country traly at heart, and served st with a zeal that has 
been surpassed by none Among the many servicce 
that will immortahze bis name, bis discreet and fortunate 
choice of hin officers was none of the least, ax will reaihly 
be allowed, when it 1s observed, tbat Sir Charles Soon 
ders, captain Philip Saumarey, Sir Prercy Brett, Sir 
Peter Dem, and lord Keppel, were hu» heotenants m 
the Centurion Asa man, he was warm and steady 1m. 
hu friendshups, and partcularly careful of the mterests 
of those whom he had taken under hs protection if they 
continued worthy of bis patronage In his disposition he 
was mild and unassuming, and could boast of no great 
‘acquaintance with the world, which exposed him to the 
artfices of gamesters, and caused xt to be bumorounly 
observed of him, * that though lord Anvon had been round 
the world, he had never beon m it? On profesnonal 
sabrects bis judgment was quick and comprehenmvs , 
and Chatham, who seldom bestowed praise where he did 
not think xt due, allowed him to be one of the ablest of 
hus colleagues 

During his adrornutration of the affuurs of the navy, it 
attained @ pitch of power and pre emmence to which it 
had never before arnved winle the ficets of France and 
Spain were complately humbled, and almost anmibilaved, 
and their remaimng sbips were shut up in their ports 
during the latter years of the war He was the princspal 
means of umproving the constraction of the ships of war, 
and during the seven years’ war he caused ships of » 
Larger clase to be built, and greatly increased ther num 
id the copper sheathing, which wes an important 
wneans 1p increanng therr sailing, wes mntroduced under 
ts duection He also introduced many beneficial re 
gulations respecting promotions, and the only portion of 
hus conduct whilat he held the office of first lord of the 
admiralty which ws deverning of censure, 1s the part 
which be must bare taken in conjunction wath bin col 
leagues m their proceedings against tbe unfortunate 
Byog 
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* THE HONOURABLE JOHN BYNG 
1204—1707. 


‘Tux naval supremacy which this country hae 40 Jong en 
Joyed, has tranemtted the belief tbatan English feet ought 
‘Always to destvoy the fiset of the enemy , and that com 
mander who avoids au engagement or 1s unable to bring 
at about, or wha after a contest can ably oblige the ene 
‘ay to withdraw, 14 suse to have his reputation exposed, 
to popular clamour or sacrificed to poht.cal parusausbrp, 
The hfe of Byng 1 an uufortunate sMlustration of this 
umeasonable natonal pecuharity, aud now, when the 
facta connected with his sad story cin de calmly mvests 
gated, bis raemory ought to be rescued from the dusgra 
which a vindictive minivtre, in two admimetrations, bi 
attached to st, an sabjecting to « coward s death a com 
moander, who had on every orcanon displayed the skill 
and bravery which his country or the sernce bad any 
Just right to expect 

The honourable John Byng was the fourth eon of that 
Aistinguisbed commander, lod viscount Tornngton He 
wan born 10 1704, and entered the nary ander the au 
spices of hus father nt the nye of thirteen After pass 
ang through the subordinate stations of the earvice, he 
‘was, m 1727, upposnted captain of the Greyhound fri 
gute, one of the ships at that time employed in the Me 
Giterranean He afterwards served m veasels of 2 brzhet 
class, an in 1742 wes appmnted governor of Newfound 
Jand, and to the command in chief on thet stanon 

Tn Aum st 1745, he obtaine] the rank of rear admiral of 
the sed, and was appointed to the smportant and confiden 
‘tual command of @ squadron stationed off the coast of 
Scotland, for the purpose of pieventing any supphes 
fiom being obtamned from France during the rebelhon 
wm that part of the kingdom This waa a ceivice of the 
bightst moment, when it 1s considered that half Bcot- 
land was in arme to support the clarma of the house of 
btuart, in the person of the grandson of James 11, and 
uathing but the want of adequate avaistance fom France 
Prevented the stability of the throne from bun endan 
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gered Im thw service Byng effectually hindered any 
supphes of consequence from bemg thrown mto Scotland, 
and most of the maritime paru of the country adhered, 
to their allegiance He was afterwards orc ered to the 
‘Mediterranean, and im July, 1747, was advanced two be 
‘vice admiral of the blue On the Sth of August tollow 
ing, he suceeded, om the death of admral Medley, to 
the command m chief, and contmued to act on every 
posstble occasion 10 concert wath the Austrian general, 
confirming, white employed on the above service, that 
character which he had before acqmred Nothing re 
markable, however ow.urred to bim during the cont 
nonnce of the wat nor have we any thing farthe: to 
revord unti hostilities recommenced with France 

In Mav, 1738 acm: al Ryng was advanced to be vice 
«Inural of the red and, m 1755 be succeeded Sir Bd 
waid Hiwke m the command of the squadron which 
crunsed off cape Fimsterre, and m the bay of Bimay At 
the end uf this year st became Known that the French 
‘wera making comiderable naval preparations at Toulon, 
and, to cover then real design it was announced that 1¢ 
was intended to make a descent upon kneland In the 
begronang of 1756 the Butsh namotry received repeated 
information, not only from foel,u gazettes, but from 
Lwghsb mipsters and corsuls rewbhng ar Italy and 
Spun, that the foulon «qua‘ron, consmting of twelve or 
fifteon ships of the hne with a number of transports, 
and provmiuns for two taonth+ wa» reads to put to 
and that stioug dodiey of troops were on thur maych 
fom different parte of France to be embarled Not- 
withstanding these punculars of informatiou plunly 
indicated that Maporea was the oljcct of the expedibom, 
and notwithstanding the repeated remonstrances of 
generat Blakeney, the deputy goveinoi that the weak 
‘nem of tha garrison of fort St Plulp was such, that it 
would be xmposmble to withetand the formidable force 
‘hich wat preparme to attack ium, ¢bese remen- 
stances were unattended to by the mimetry, and they 
aid not even order the officers beloneing to the garreon 
who were then in Envland to return to then s ations, 
wut the French were ieady to make a descent upon 
the asland ‘Ibis intelgence at Tenth awakened the 
mamutry if from ialep and, like yexscms suddenly 
awaken, they acted wath bury aud preciprtstion, 
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‘Byng was advanced to be admiral of the blue, aud 
appointed toc mmand the expedinon intended for the 
Aehef of St Philip The force sssi_ned to him was on 
eqaal to the service, 1 conusted of ten ships of the line, 
poorly manned, and usprouded with cither hospital or 
fireabip he was bendes detained one month at Ports 
‘mouth after receiving his appointment before the qua 
@ron could be got seady for sea, from the ships bemng 
short of their complement of men He was refused & 
repeating frigate, thou.b he failed not to make the 
strongest repreteatations and solitations on that head 
‘Tins conduct on the part of the admiralty was the mare 
remarkable, as there were at that time, exclusive of hts 
squadron seventeen ships of the ne, and thirteen fri 
bates ready fo sea, bemdes eleven sail of the line and 
mineteen frigates nearly equipped It appeared us if 
at had been determned to send hina out with an inferior 
force He was an officer by no means popular, he was a 
strict disciphnaiian, and of a haughty wanner Unt no 
one ever accused him of besg defect am personal 
apm, and that iotrepdity necessary to form a great 
commander, yet st had never been his fortune to have 
‘met with any of those brilliant opportanines of distin 
gushing himself which would have established his fame 
the makice of hus enemea nor did he possess that 
enthusiastic respect and popular adoration which, at 
tames, are induspensably neceasary to enable the beat 
commanders to surmount the greatest difficulties 

The expedition sailed from Portsmouth, April 10, 1756, 
having on board # regrment of soldsers for the relief of 
Gibraltar, with thiety or forty officers whose regiments 
were m garrison at Minorca, aud pear one hundred 
Tecruuta a w reinforcement to St Philips forvress Even 
fat this trme at appeared, from the mature of the anstruc 
tions given to the admual, that the manistry did not 
anticipate that Minorca was to be the object of attack, 
‘be was instructed to detach a part of bis squadron, 
under rear admural West, to America, xf he should lean 
on his arrival at Gibraltar that the French feet hud 
Passed through the strats Bot this uncertamty was 
removed on the arnval of the squadron at Gibraltar, on 
the 2nd of Way The admiral was informed, by captain 
Eilgecumbe, that the French armament, commanded by 
M de la Galisomere, connsting of thirteen ahips of the 
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lune, with a great number ot transports, having on hoard 
15,000 lend forces, had sailed from Toulon, on the loch 
of Apnl, and made a descent om the island of Minorca, 
from whence be (captain Edgecambe) had been obbucd 
to retire at their approach Thus intelligence the ad 
mre} dispatched to the lords of the admnalty on the 
4th of May, and im lus letter he expressed bus belief thar 
he should be unable to accomplish the reef of St Paihp, 
and that such was the opinion of the engineers who 
‘were best acquainted with the situation of the fort He 
condition of his shyps—that there were 
Gibraltar for supplying the sqaadron 
with necessanes—that the smbing of the squadron had 
been too long delayed, and, therefore, that he had lost the 
opportumty of preventing the landing of the French 
anny, which, with the Inmited force under his command, 
was the ouly chance which he ever could have bad of 
reheving Minorca, end that now fort St 
not be succoured without a land force 
rae the siege He, besides, ngnified his opmion, even 
af xt ehould be found pracncable, it would be very »mpo 
hug to throw any men into St Philips castle os at 
‘would only add to the number that must tall into the 
hands of the enemy These unpleasant reflections were 
supposed to have rentated the lords of the admiralty, 
and to have led them thus early to take measures to 
transfer any blame from themselves to the officer who 
had presumed to cotaptain of then conduct 

‘At Gibraltar admiral Byng was xesntorved by captain 
Edyecumbe with a ship of 60 guns, one of 40 guns, tr 
frigates, and a sloop, wathout which addition to bis 
squadron be would have been unable to face the Prench 
fleet, every sbip of which was m the most perfect state 
of equipment, just out of port, consequently clean, and 
all of them prime sailers ‘The Enghsb fieet sailed from 
Gibraltar om the 8th of May, but unfortunately the pas 
sngo was so retarded by coptrary winds and calms, that 
at did not make Minorca woul the 18th On the following 
day the admiral sent his fiigates abead to revonnoitre 
the harbour of Mabon, and to open, if powible, a com 
aounteation with the beseged garrison When the fn 
gates had approached within a league of the harbour, 
tins was foaud impracticable, and the enemys fleet 
appearing at thi time, he recalled the fixate, and made 
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‘3 gual for lus ahipe to stand towerds tho enemy The 
adnural manceavred daring the greater part of the day 
tm bring the enemy to an action, but withont success 
On the 20th, in the mormng, the westher was a0 ex 
tremely hazy, that the French fleet could not be seen, 
but clearmg up towards noon, they were again dudcovered , 
and about two im the afternoon both fleets bid formed 
heir line of bate The French squadron consusted of 
twelve sail of the ne and five fiates, cariying to 
gether 976 guns and C380 men, and commanded by M. 
Ja Galusomere, that of admrel Byng, of thuteen sail of 
the Lue, fom figates, and a sloop of war, carrying t 

ther 18 guna and 7035 men, but, from a pout ot ho 
nour, he ordered the Deptford to quit the line, 80 aa not 
to engage the enemy with superior oumbers 

The Brinsh admiral having the advantage of the wind, 
made the mgnal for kos ships to Jead Io1-e, and to beat 
down and euxace the opponent that fell to thet lot The 
‘van, commanded by rear admiral West, soon closed wi 
the enemy, that gallant officer bezou the action wi 
great bravery apd Judgment, and in a hittle time fore 
ous of the enemy s ehips to quit the ine As Byug w 
Beary down to engage the enemy, the Intepid, one of 
the slups ahead of him, unfortunately bid her fore 
top mast shot away, aod became unmanageable, which 
Curew the ships astern into some confusion, mud occa 
moned a great space between the van and rear of the 
Bute line, leaving rear admiral Wests division ex 
posed to the fre of almost the whole Fiench line The 
smoke prevented admual Byng from seeing for some 
minutes the situation of his tan, but #0 soon an it wan 
observed he ordered the Chesterheld to lay by the To 
tepid, and the Deptford to sappls the Intrepid’s place 
in the line, and the sbips abead to make sarl to awit 
the rear admiral and to get snto close ation On observ 
anz this movement the enemas edged away constantly, 
and as they outealed the English ficet they never would 
Permit 1t to close with them, but confined thei efforts 
to destroying the ngging When Gahesomere observed 
that the Englah ficet waa gaimmg upop him, he grew 
mek of the action, and about mx o clock in the evening 
bore away with his whole squadron The English fleet 
gave chase, but the superior saihng of the enemy pre 
vented Admnal Byng fiom being able to bung trum 
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aga into action that mght He, therefore, brought to 
about eight © clock. to jorn the Intremd, end to refit the 
squadron during the nicht, so as to be m a condinen to 
renew the action [nm the mormng the enemy was not 
to be seen, though the Enghsh squadron continued to 
lay to, port Mahon being distant about tea leaguer 
Cruisers were sent to look out for the Chesterfield snd 
Intrepid, winch joined 1m the courne of the day Onin 
quiry mto the state of the squadron, st was found that 
the Captam, Intrepid, and Defiance (which latter had 
lost her captain) were so much damaged in their masts 
and ngging, as to be unfit to Keep the sea with any de 
gree of safety and also that the crews im general were 
very sickly, many killed and wounded, and without any 
‘vesnel Which could be converted ito am hospital ® Under 
there circumstances the admiral called a coancil of w 
to which he demred the attendance of the following of 
cere of the army—general Stuart, lord Efmzbam, lod 
Beitie, and colonel Cornwaliis The unanimous opmion 
of the council of war was, that the relief of Minorca wat 
impracucable, and that conmderng the disabled cond: 
thon ef the fleet, and the dan.er which threatened Cab 
‘altar, xt should sail there to refit, and to be at hand to 
retest that forty In consequence of these 1ewlstons, 
steered for Groraltar, and anchored i the bay 

onthe loth of June Here admiral Byng found a rem 
forcement of four ships of the Ime, and a 50gan ship, and 
Prepared to put to sea aren with all powible expedition. 
‘Ihe Fiench account of this action was the firat intel 
ligence chat reached Engiand it claimed the advantage 
to the French fleet, and stated that the Enghsh had 
appeared unwilling to fucht —that the engagement hnd 
not been general,—that night had separated them, and 
that on the following motnie, to the surprise of the 
admiral, the Enghsb fleet bid disappeared This intel 
Iigence was mdustrously circulated, amd the public 
audi.nation was thereby excited, and at this day tt 
could scarcely he belicved, af at were not an official histo 
































© Tue loos grtained by the opposite figets in this encounter wa» 
nearly ‘qual "On board the Biiteh fect 43 were alka and 108 
wounted, the Frinch hat 3@ killed, and (80 wounded lt was Tex 
Batted, baweves, sflernardy, to the sdmirals Gundvemsaze, tint on 
board the Reuben, his fog 
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nical fact, that ummediately on the strength of the above 
‘Yapounng account from the enemy's admiral, and with 
out waiting to receive admiral Byng’s duspatches,* the 
‘muputry epponted admiral Sir Edward Hawke, and 
admiral Saunders, June 16th, to supersede admur: 
Byng und West, and to place them under arrest and 
aend them home as prisoners to England, This teveruh, 
and unusual haste waa at once Byng» condemnation, 
and it hed that effect upan the public mmd Hawke and 
Saunders landed at Gibrsitar on the 3rd of July, Byn,, 
‘and the other officers were sent home on the Oth and 
rnved at Portsmouth on the 26th of July Byng was 
immediately placed under strict confinement, and every 
andigmity was shewn to lnm t 

In order to .onvey some ides of the 11gorous measures 
which were determined to be adopted against this un 
fortunate commander, it may not be improper to mention, 
that orders had not only been dispatched to all the ports 
‘where it was probable be mht arrive, to put him im 
mediately under a close arrest, but this order, to give it 
publicity, was iaerted in the gazette ‘Ail the little 
attorneys on the circuit,’ says Walpole, ‘contributed to 
Blow up the Mame agwast the adwural, ot the anme tu 
directing its light fiom the onginal crimuals If the 
clamoura of tbe people rose, so dad the terrors of th 
admumustration , and the very first effects of their fear 
showed that, 2f they had neglected Minorca, they were 
at least prepared to transfer the guilt to others” From 
Portsmouth he was sent to Greenwich to await Ina trial, 
and on his arrival there, Townsend, the governor, caused 
the apartment in which he was confined to be strongly 
secured, ho was guarded with extraordinary *igilance , 
und these crreumstancea were induatnowsly made known, 
asf to convey am inmouation, tbat the greatest precan- 
tions were necessary to prevent his escape from justice, 
and to impress on the mnds of the unwary that tho 
adunral bimeelf was afraid to meet the mjured counte 


























© It is believed the admirs¥s dupatches were recenved on the 16th, 
fag dav on winch We tn ednnraby sasied fra Pertanoutk to super 
sede and ris ‘bum under arrest, bat they were not publuhed ai il 
he ath of Jane, and then not se wren by Dyne, bat wath one 
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tannces of his countrymen. Nothing could be mora 
ramote fom the truth | Byng was so farfrom concerving 
‘hrmeelf crumpal in the least degree, that be pernsted in 
eclauing that be hed beat the French and obliged them 
to pat into port, and that he washed for nothing with so 
‘much anxiety as the commencement of hus trial, con 
mdermg 1 as the termmaton of his suffermgs, and of 
the mahce of Ing enemies, which had been displayed 
with such uncommon wreteracy against bim Every 
acton of hw mind idicated an mmate convuton that 
‘went to a certam and most honourable acquittal, 
when, 15 the month of December, he was removed back 
to Portsmouth, with the same parade of guards and 
attention to hus safe castody ax hed been displayed when 
he was conveyed to Greenwich 
‘The court martial appointed to try him assembled on 
Board the St George, in Portemouth harbour, on the 
2th of December, 1754, and held every day afterwaids, 
Sundays excepted, till the 27th of January, 1757, incl 
avve, and was composed of the following members 
President 
Vice admiral Thomas South * 
Rear Admirals 
Francis Holbourne, Harry Norns 
Thomas Brodenck, 











Captaine 

Charles Holmes, Frans Geary, 
Willi Boys, John Moore, 

John Simcoe, James Dongt 

John Bentley, Hor Auustus Keppel 


Peter Dens, 

The charges against him were seventeen in number, 
and the court agreed upon thirty seven resolunons, of 
which the last five umputed blame to Byng. The pno 


9 Admural ruth was generate known 3m the ouvy by the mame of 
Tim of fen Thowind, THacwes tecrbeed tot has. promotion 
{oitoning cigar ncey "When berwas a iret on Boar the 
Gangortt un Elvrnath puna, and ber canny ua ow here, Me 
Bonth darceted * shot tg be Aired st a Frepen nevi which on 30am 
AAI heelected to pe the ves compliant ty Ut Gig” "The Ereneh 
Bpesn cena erin hn aay voit ofr te Ik alg re fdr 
Shor lene areimt, Mr “Smibly who wae Li ed by 2 court mw 
sencénend {S"be dinnneced the” scrtice im fanned coriuct aay 
Fonever, so mach pred ar by an sxsre and, ie patent 
trey that he wae fo tbe rank of & 
cuvain Sithent pas Sook ‘che intermediate nation of b ouster 
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capa bemg, that, dunng the enpayement, he did not 
do ine utmort to take, seive, and desioy, the slaps ol the 
French king and assist mb of bi rps an were ei caned* 

he court marual thireupon cume to a iesolution, 
that he fell under part of the Uh artule® of the act 
% George IL, winch posrtively prescriber death, without 
any altnative left to the discretion of the Lourt under 
uy cireumatances the court did theretore unautmoualy 
adyudge the sad adn ival Bung to be shot, at such time, 
and on board such ship, as the lords commisuoners of 
the admiralty should duect But as st appeared from 
the evidence of lord Robert Bertie, heutcnant colonel 
Sunth, captain Gardiner, and other officers of the alup, 
who were nus the puson of the admiral, that they did 
not perceive any backwardness in him dummy the action, 
or any marly of fear ot vontusion, either from his counte: 
mance of behaviour, but that he seemed to give lis 
orders coolly and divtuctly, and dad not sem wanting 
am pervonal courage, and from other ciccumstances, the 
caure did not beheve that his msconduct mzose eithur 
from cow rrdue or disafer tion and dul therefore unam 
amouely thik at then duty tiost carpestly to recommend 
bite a6 a proper object tor mnurey 

‘When the court mattrat transmitted a copy of ther 
Pocerdines tu the howd of auunralty, they Inhewive sent 
‘then lordsbyps a leter, which conttuded 1 these terms 
We camot hop Hing the distreseey of cu minds 
defore your Jot ielips on this occaniop, im finding our 
fulvie Under the brvewas of condemmuz 4 aan to 
deuth, trom the ge at severity of the 14th article of wai 
Part of wluch be falla under, and whieh adamts of uo 
marngation, even st the ernaie should be comuntted by an 
error iu judgment, and therefore, for our own con 
ma will ay 1 Justice {0 the piisoner, We 
Pray your lordship, in the inost eainest ananner, to 
Aecommend lnm to Ins mayeaty 6 clemuicy 

Jn consequence of thts repreventatwn, and other applt 
Cations in bebalf of admat Byng, the king wav pleand 
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to refer the legahty of bis sentence to the considi tation 
of the twelve yudzes, Who were unammomy of opmon 
that the sentence was legal This being tranematted tu 
the board of admralty, 8 warrant was agned for carvy 
any the sentence into execation Two of the lords com 
intesioners refused to concursn this proceeding—adinuals 
‘West and Forbes Adonral Weet remgued hus sent at the 
board, and also the command of a squadron to which be 
had been appanted, and deviered bus determmation to 
refuse to serve on terms which could subject an officer 
to the trestment shewn to admural Byng and adnural 
Forbes asmigned the following manly and conscientious 
vensons 

‘It may be thought great presumption m me to differ 
fiom so great authority as that of the twelve judges, but 
when a man 1s called on to mgn bus name to an act 
which 1 to give nuthonsty to the abedding of blood, be 
ought to be guided by ls own conscsence, aud not by 
‘the opimons of other men 

“In the case before us, it 1 not the ment of admn 1] 
Byng that T conader, whether he deserves desth ot 
not, in not a question for me to decide, but whether or 
ot his Wife can be taken away by the senteme pro 
nounced on him by the court martial, and after havin ~ 
to clearly explaiued then motive fur pronouncing auch 
a nentence, 18 the port whith alone bae curployrd ay 
most «rious consideration 

The Lith atele of war, on wbib admiral Byn, + 
sentence 18 grounded, eays (a8 I understand xt me « 
ang), “That every person who, in unie of action, 
withdraw, keep back, or not come into action, or wh 
‘hall not do tus utmost, &e through motves of con 
ardico, neghgence, or disafechop, shall sufler deat 
‘The court martal does, in express words acquit admital 
Byng of cowardice and dimaffoction, and dors nut name 
the word negigence Admural Byng does not as Icon 
ceive, fall under the letter or desnption of the 12th 
arbcle of war It may be sad that oeulngence 1 
amplied, though the word as not mentioned, otherwise 
the court martial would not bare brought knw offence 
under the 12th arti le, baring acquitted bum of cou aid 
ice and dusaffecuon But »t must be acknowledged that 
the neghgence noplid caunot be wiltul neghgiace fr 
wilful neghyence 2 adaird Byng» situaGon, must 
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have proceeded esther from cowardice or disaffection , 
avd he 1 expremiy acquitted of both these enmes 
Re the crimes which are smphed only, and not 
ed, indeed Jasufy suspicios, and private op: 
‘ion, but rannot satisfy the conscrence 1m case of blood 

+ Adratral Byng’s fate waa referred to » court mart 
fe and death were left to therr opmione The court 
tial conden him ¢n death, because, a6 they ex 
presly say, they were under a necessity of dom 10 
by reason of the letter of the law, the seventy of which 
City complun of, becnuse at admits of po mitigation 
‘The court martial ¢xpresaly say, that for the sake of ther 
conaences, ax well an in justice to the prisoner, they 
soo exmestly reeammend hum to hus mayexty fur merey. 
Je ws exident then, that, 2m the opumuns end consciences 
of bre iudges he did not deserve the sentence of death 

+The quesnon then is, shall the opinions, or the neces 
Aten of the court martial, determine admiral Byng’s fate? 
IW st abould be the Intter, be wall be executed vontiany 
te the instructions and meaning of tne mdges, af the 
formes, tus life 1s not forfeued His yndgev declare he 
does not merit death , bat mmutaksng either the mean 
of dhe law or the nature of bis offence, they bring him 
under an article of war, which, according to they own 
Araeripuon of bus offence, be does not, 1 conceive, fall 
under and then they condemn him to death, because, 
as they eny, the law admits of uo mbgation Cana 
tian + life be taken away by vuch a sentence? I would 
not willingly be mnsunderstood, and have at thonght I 
andge of adimial Byng’s deserts ‘This was the business 
of court martial, and it 16 my daty only to act ac 
cording t ray own commence, Which, after dehberate 
convderation, amusted by the best hight a poor under 
standing can ford st, remains sail in doabt and there 
fore, I cannot consent to mgn a warrant, wheraby the 
sentence of the court martial may be carmied into ex 
ecution, for T cannot help thinking, that however 
<runmat admiral Byng may be, bur hfe 14 not forfeited 
‘by that sentence 1 de pot mean to find fauit with other 
‘men's opinions. all | endeavour is, to give reasona for 
may oun, and all I wuh , chat J may not be misunder- 
stood 1 do not pretend to yadge admiral Byng’s deserts, 
‘no give any opiaion of the propriety of the ect. 

Signed, Feb 16th 1787, at the Admnralty * 
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Captam Keppel having tated 10 bs place in the hintise 
of comuona, that bimeelf and other memb.rs of the court 
martial were denrous to be seleated from ther oath of 
necrecy, that they mht reveal the grounds ou whub 
they recommended Byng to mercy, a bill way brought 
tnto the house of commons for that purpose, and paswd 
‘ith Iettle oppoution but being carried to the lords it 
‘was there 50 vigorously opposed, that it was thrown out 
on the savond reading 

From this te Byng prepared himself for death, with 
great trangailhty and drmness Hu sentonce war curind 
into execution on board the Monarque in Portsmouth 
harbour, on the lth of March About noon having 
taken Jeave of a clergyman and two friends who attended 
Int, the ~dmnral walked ont of the grext cabin to the 
quarter deck, where two files of marines were reid) to 
execute the sentence He advanced with a firm dehberate 
‘Atop, a compored and resolute countinwuice, and rewlved 
to muffer with his face wncovered until hie frends re 
Presented that hus looks might probibiy mtinndite the 
Tmarines trom taking « proper aims when he submietd to 
have a handkerumet tred over bis eyes and 
wa on a cushion, dropped another a1 4 mn 
marines ta fire This they did and fired 20 
Volley, that ve balle passed through Mis body uid he 
shopped down dead nan instant The time comeumed 
1m broging this tragedy to a comlusion that 1 from 
the admirals walking out of the cabm till his remains 
were depanted im the coffin, dul wot excecd three mi 
Immediately before his death he delivered the 
following paper to the marsbal of the adtmralty to be 
made publi, 

“A few moments will now dehver me from the virw 
lent persecution, and frustrate the farther malue of my 
nor need 1 euvy them 1 hfe whit w 
subject t0 the sensations of my imjariey ent the any 
they have done me, persuaded as 1 ain tht 
be done to my reputitou hereafter the m 
cause of keeping up the popular Cluneur ant yusjndice 
agunst me, will be seem throach Tchad be const 
Gas L pow perce myself) a victim destined to 
the indignation and rexintwent of an nnuied and de 
Juded piople frow the proper obj ety my em rues them 
sclves mat now abmk me innicent Happy for me at 
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this my last moment, that I Lnow my own innocence, 
and ami onscwus ti it no part of my country’s muefertune 
to myself LT heartily wish the sbedding of 
ray blood cay contribute to the happiness and vervice of 
my country, but cannot rengn my juat claim to a faithful 
deecbarge of my duty, according tv the best of my judg 
ment, and the utmort exertion of my ability, for bis 
mamesty's honour, and my country's service Tara sorry 
re were not attended with more amccem, 
armament under my command proved too 
Icceed 1m au eypedston of such mninent 
* Truth baa prevailed over calumny and falnebood , 
Justice has wiped off he ynommousetain of my euppored 
‘Want of personal couraxe, aud the charge of duaffection 
My heart acquite me of these crimes, but who can be 
ure of hua own judgwent ? If wy crime 
Jxment, or diflering n epaon from wy 
judges, and if thet error in yodgment should be on their 
mde, God formve thera ax Ido, and uray the distress of 
their mands, and the une wines of their conseiencer, 
which, in juahee to me, they have reprevented, be be 
Veved and subside, av my resentment has done The 
nupreme Jude sere all hearts and motives, and to him 
J mubmit the justie of my cause 
3. BYNG 


1 Om board his muaycty s ship. Manargue, 
4m Portsmouth hurhour, March 14, 1157 ° 































Eu defence of aduural Byng st bas teen observed with 
We that it wav evident te Pronch ad 
meral action, ap Rin 
m) more than a 
Sutory He contmed Mnvoselt to at 
tempts to dis ble the Engl ships im ther masts and 
this he succeeded by the superior aailing 
‘of bis squadron The French admiral had no object to 
aim hy risking the safery of hus fleet Ho had landed 
the army which be had been appomted to convey to 
Minorca upwards of = month before, he knew that 
no vemforcements which the Eoglish admiral hud ot 
an bus power to land would be of any avail in the siege 
which was then carrying on Byng wan accused of 
not having auccoured fort St Phaiyp ft mast be adwit 
fed that be beat the enemy and obinzed thent to be. 
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away, and, if be had had remforremunts ou board, 
Ibe could eamly have lauded thom. Hut what wae the 
amount of these saccours "about thnty ar torty affairs, 
the greater part of them subaleerns only, and about om, 
hundred reerints* 

‘The landmg of a French army of 20,008 men in Mi 
norca, was knowu at Gibraltar beCore the Enghtsh adwiral 
had even arnved there, and at a count of war the 
governor and principal officers determined ‘ that 1t was 
not expedient to detach any fore from that garnsom for 
ata rehef" as no force could be sent to enable the garn 
son of 3,000 men to withstand #0 superior an enemy 
Had admual Byng detached the marines and seamen 
of bun squadron to avast m the doubtful defence of fort 
St Philp, when the number of hw men and the condition, 
of bis ships were already greatly inferior to thone of the 
enemy whom he might himectf be again required to en 
gage, Lo rely would been risking the bonour of 
his counts y and the aafety of lis crippled oquadron on 
service which the chances of auccens did not justify But 
the admumstration of the day found st necessmy to 
chance Byng with the loss of Minorca, whion st was et 
dent to every impartial person, at that time and mnce, 
that ate fate was douidd before be had left Sprtbead 
The French general m command of the army which 
took pomanon ot Minorca, was so astorushed at the pro 
seedings wha wert token agamst the unfortunate 
adranal, and the senteuce which was pasvod, that x 
soldier he 1menstrated agaunut st, and dutarod that 
the adonral could not have prevented the surrender of 
the garrsan, 

The ‘judicial murder’ of Byng will ever remay a re 
Tioach upon the two administrations sho demanded bis 
Sacrihee He was pervecuted and denounced as a cownrd 
wind atrartor undcr the admunstration of theduke of New 
Castle and lon! Anson and thir successors in office, the 
duke of Devonabure, and ea] Temple as fret lord of the 
admialty, gave thuirsanction to bis death The tribunal 
before which he was ted acquitted him expressly of 
<awardue aud treachery, and wmplatued of the strictness 
and severity of the Law shich Lamed the pumsiment of 
death upon a secondary charge The court carnently re 
coun ded him to mercy mm jWtiee to Taneclt and én a 
Tehef te the own coma ntes, and yet au inexorable 
goveronitnt scluecd tu mastigate the peualty 
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EDWARD HAWKE, 


LORD MANKF, OF 10WTON, YORASHIRE. 





1703—1761. 


Tats eave aud dietinguished commander wat the only 
won of Kdward Hawke, Esq of Lincoln's Jun, barrister 
at law, and Eheabeth his vafe, daughter of Nathamel 
Bladen, Beq ako of Lancoln'’s Inn, bartuter at law Be 
ing intended from bis corlest south tor the xa, Hawke 
received an edu ation «urted to bis sot: nded profession, 
9g pamed throuzh the subordinate stations of 
wich the qreitest reputation, he was, about 
1734, madi commander of the Wolf sloop of war 
‘The lollowmg year be was promoted to the raitk of post 
captain, and appointed wo the Flamborough fiigete fu 
1740, he commanded the Lark, of 9 guns, ou the Leeward 
avland station, and on In return to Enjland was ma 
Captain of the Pordund, of 58 guna Not long afte: wands 
bw wan farther advanced to the command of the Berwick, 
of 70 guns, one of the slups ordeicd to the Mediterranean, 
te reamtorve the fet under admmal Matthews 

Ika encounter off Loulon, i the month of February, 
A741, aflorded thie gallant offi er the fist opportunty of 
ng binge (he Berwick, which he commanded, 
wan one of the few ships which were particularly distin 
gushed on that unfortunate ovcamon, and im 40 eminent 
‘# degrce, thut it 16 almust certamn the combined fleets of 
¥Yramco aud Spam would have experienced a total defeat, 
hud every other ship in the Rritush fleet been as warmly 
<ngaged a» the Berwick ‘Te Poder, a Spanish ohp of 
00 gun#, which was the only one that was captured by 
the Brituh, was eng ured and taken by the Berwick, aud, 
ws appears frou sey erat concunent tesumonres, with very 
Netle assistance from aus other slap in the Beet Collins 
snforms ua, * that the Poder bad, in the early patt of ¢h 
avon, driven the Princesa and Somerset out of the line, 
winch being porvensed by captain Hawke, be gallantly 
hore down upon ber, BIE he got witha pretol shot, whom 
diabvir,ine is whole bioadmde, he bulled twenty seven 
vf her mien and dimouuted seven of hut lower deck 
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guns Continuing the attack, with the same spirit he 
had commenced it, the Poder im a very short ume sat 
rendered’ But the enemy, as we have already related 
am our memoirs of admral Matthews, succeeded in de 
etroyang the captured vessel, before she could be talen 
Pomession of, and thereby deprived Hawke of the fruits 
of bu gallant conduct. 

ft msuppored that at thus timo he bad fallen into dus 
credrt wath the admiralty, probably as a partisan of Lis 
brave commander Matthews, as he does not appear to 
have been employed until July, 1747, when be was pro 
moted to be rear admurat of the white, and immediately 
afterwards appomnted to command a strang squadroo 
ordered to sea, in the hope of intercepting 2 numerons 
ftect of French transports and merchant vessels, collected 
at the ule of Aix, ant intended to be conroyed to Ame 
uica, by a very formidable force commanded by M de 
Letooduer Hawke sailed from Plymouth on the 9th of 
August, having under bus orders a squadron of fourteen 
sul of the Inte and several frigates, and, after « dull aud 
muvonvideradle cruise of some weeks’ continuance in the 
bay of Bucay, ius vigilance was at length repaid by 
mght of the enemy, at seven im the mormng of the 1ith 
of October The squadron was then in latitude 47 49 
longitude 1° 2 W and the admiral immediately made 
‘the signal for a general chase, but soon after obsernng: 
sorcral large ships drawing out from their fleet & cover 
the convoy, he changed tye plan, and made the mgual 
Sn forming the line of battle ahead The Fiench com 
mander at frst mistook the Britsh fleet for some of lw 
own convoy which had separated in the night, but dis 
covermg bis error, he mmedzately directed @ ship of the 
line and some of the frigates to make the best of chur 
way with the merchantmen, while he bimeelf formed the 
ine of battle and waned the attack 

Admral Hawke, udgmag that it was the 1atenton of 
‘M de Letenducr to favour the escape of his convoy by 
the manceuyre, again made the signal for a general 
chase, and about noon the Linn and Princss Lou 
‘iach were the headmost ships of the Britsh squadron, 
on a signal from the admural, began the ation , the other 
nbips supporting them as fast as thcy could get up and 
Close, the atom an 4 very short trme became generat 
from van tovear ‘The Freock squadron was inferior in 
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pount of force, but had the advantage of the weather sage, 
and fought with great bravery The admiral, in the 
Devonshire of 06 guns, after recarving the dutant fre 
ot several ships, without making any return, nt last suc 
cveded 1m bringing the Severne to a clues acton This 
siup, which happened to be the smallest sm the French 
hoe, soon struck, avd admiral Hawke, without waiting 
& take pouesesen of his prise, left itr to the care of the 
shups astern, and hauled ts wind in order to avast the 
Bagie and Edmburg, which were then warmly engaged, 
the latter having lost her fore top mest 

‘Thu attempt was prevented by the Eagle # falling on 
board th Devousinre, hawog bad her wheel shot to 
Preces, all the men at at killed, asd her braces and bow! 
ings gone, ao that the ehip which was commanded by 
the gallant Hodpey, was absolutely ungoveraable In 
Fonrequence of this a cident the Devonshire was obliged 
to bear away and was prevented from attacking either 
the Monarque of 74 guns, or the Toanaut of 80 guns, 
which bore the French admiral » flag, #0 close au to af 
ford any prowpect of bringing the contest to a vpeedy 
Acieon Fhe admural, however, endeavoured t en,age 
them buth in auccesson and bad very neirly succeeded 
tn closing with the French commander in chief, but un 
fortut wtely, a8 soon ay be bad began to open his fire, th 
bicecbings of sversl ot he lower deck guns gave way, 
and he was obliged to «boot abead, ust pew brovebings 
could be 14yed as the oppor and quarter deck guns 
sould do but Inttle execution agaiuet so formidable a sip 
as the Tounant 

‘The French, peroersing that some actident prevented 
the Britwh daira) from attacking them aa be bad in 
tended, cmployed thems ven an firing single guns, m the 
hupt of diamasting him before the dumage be had so 
tamed was 20 far repaired as to enable hin to come again 
inte too Thue bung pircexsod by captam Harland of 
the Thibary, be very 4 Wlantly ran bi» ship butween the 
Devonshire and the lonwant, and dejan to fre very 
brukly at the Litur, to take off her attention ‘The 
Devonsbin, by the exertiausof ber ofiersand men was 
‘won 1m 1 condition w renew the achon, but had now 
Tun w0 fur abead an to be nearly alongude of the Brident, 
<C¢4 que winel olup she ummeds uly beoan to engage 
wnd soon wlanced 
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Atout fou. 2m the afternoon the admiral made a seenal 
for vlove action im consequence of his having observed 
some of the ships ot bis squadron engaged, au be thought, 
at too great a distance to make any efigctual smpreanon 
on the enemy, and baring himself soo afterwards 
Closed with the Tersibl of 74 guns, the surrender of that 
ship, about seven at mgbt, ina great measure put an 
end to the engagement, By this timo the whole of the 
Trench squadron bad struck to the English flag, exccpt 
the Tonnant and Intiepsa, winch made what sail they 
conld to endc sour to cocape the fate of their compamons, 
but they were purued by the Nottingham, Yarmouth, and 
Eagle, who came up with und engaged them for about 
hour, but captain Saurearez of the Nottingham, a very 
brave and excellent officer, who lind served under lord 
Ansoo i his expedition to the Picifit ocean, berg un 
fortunately hilled the leutenant of that sinp hauled 
wind, when thes. twovrpital ships cm aped 10 th 
and retained to Brest m > shattered condition 

At dirk adunrd Hawke Bron litto ¢ wollect ti 
shape togcther, and secure the privey which conssted of 
ie following — 























Le Ternibie men (40 guns 74 
Le Mon arque ow ” 
Te Neptune tno 70 
Le Trident oo 4 
Te Pougeux 630 6 
Va Severne 30 0 
M de Tatenducr the chet d exaire, cscaped with 
‘Le lomnant gr 40 
1 Intrepsd 80 4 





Tue French had mautaincd the contest with uncom 
man bravery aod resolutiou thrce of their ships we 
totally divmamed two of them bad only there fore nasty 
standing and the $ verne was the only one 1m a vondi 
tom ts make sail Theis low 18 mon amounted to 800, 
and of this number 100 were billed ind 140 wounded on 
Board the Neptune alone Thr luss sustamed by the 
‘British squadron aravunted to 144 illed and 358 wounded 
The next morning the admmral called « council of war 
at which if was resolied, on arcount of the crippled state 
of the prizes to give up the pursint of the enemy # con 
M2 
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voy, but to dispatch the Weasel slnip of war (o the West 
Indies, to inform vommodore Legge of t+ approach, that 
hi emght endeasour to mterrept thems , by = hich prudent 
messurt wany wape afterwards taken The admiral thon 
steered for England, and avchorcd with bis prices ot 
‘Npithead on the 31st of Uctober* Soon sfier winch the 
‘king conferred on admiral Hawke the Order of the Bath, 
as 4 reward for his distinguished services on the forego 
any ovgamon 
In December he was choven representative in par! 
ment for the boreugh of Portsmouth, and «oon after was 
lected one of the elder brethren of the Trimty house 
In January 1744, Ssr Edward Hawke had hus flag yin 
om board the Kent, and was again ordered out with « 
squadron tu crunse in poundings «Two of bis shiyw, the 
Nuttingham and Portland, were fortunate enou,h to 
capture the Magnanmme, 8 French ship of 74 guns,» hich 
find lost her top masts two or three days before, when 
bound to the Fast Indies, and was then returning to Brest 
ta ruft Nothing farther reraarhable took place dun amp, thee 
continuance of hiv cruise, and peace benuy concluded at 
Ary La Chapelle 1p May, the aduoreal returned w Spot 
head 1m July following, and hus squadron was paid off 
der Edward, however, was dered tohold biowelf 1a.con 
stant readiness to take upon him any command winch 
the exigenries of the mate might require , and accord 
ingly he was ordered to proceed with 4 sqaudron sent to 
ports, at that penod taken up by covert 
y the new <ettiers to the province of Nowa 
b be performed wath honour and judgment 
1750, he was appointed port admiral at Portamouth 
sd hosted hy» flag on board tho Monaich Ip the au 
tum of that year he had the honour to entertain on 
board Ine Gag unp, then lyin at Spithead, theor royal 
wtneees the prince and princessof Wales, with peveral 


Un is letter forthe adimaralts he declared that att 


nin be 
mand fur basing tolinwed the athe a? 
‘in nour better pideme at but hes serenade Pusbored aid peo 
fed “ae sdwal athens; now roura.e 

im ure {sinpicion, BOW Titowrsd unde sip aon for havo 
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Cet es, 






















Vain 


HAWKE 21 


uf their cbildren,—an honor which before that tine no 
aduival bad ever receved He continued in the com 
mand at Portamouth oll 1755, when the suvpicioun 
conduct of the French court mduced the minutry to 
‘arm several squadrons, to be ready for :mmediate serve 
on the first emergency He was then advanced to the 
1ank of vice admural of the white, and appornted to the 
command of & fleet connsting of exghteex ships under 
orders tw cruise in the bay of Buscay He returned to 
port om the 20th of September, bemg reheved on 
station by admiral Byng, but when that officer was 
‘ordered to the Mediterranean, Hawke resumed the con 
mand of the fleet, im which he continued until the 
‘report of Byng a undecisive em ounter tached Fuglind, 
which indueed the mumutry to recal nm from his com 
anand and appoint $n Pdward Hawke as his successor 

He accondingly proceeded to Gibraltar m the Antelope 
fuizate and immediately on biy ainval assumed the 
Gaumand in the Mediterranean But the capture of 
Minmea the olyect winch the French court bad in view 
baving been accomphishid previons to lus arrival then 
suuadron retired back to the harbour of Toulon, leaving 
to bir Faward the poor satiefaction and empty houcur 
of remaining uninterrapted master of the Mediterranean 
durivg the remainder of the year, when le returned to 
England 

‘The clamour which bad been rased agasnet the mina 
try for therr supposed musmanagement in the unfortunate 
expedition of admiral Byng, compelled them to rengu 
then offices, and the mew mimutry bemg desirous to 
retrieve the credit of the British arma and to ga 
Wttle populanty for themselves, determined to attempt 
some enterprise which would hive that effect ani xt 
the same ume distress the enemy From these Laut 
derations a powerful fleet was oidercd to be got ic wy, 
and tn regiments of foot were marched to the Isle of 
Wight Burope beheld with astonuhipent thes mighty 
Preparations The destimation of the armament was 
‘wrapped m the most profound secrecy it extressed the 
penctranon of pohticians, and filled Frauce with very 
serous slarms Conmderable delay arose m obtanmmg 
transports but at length the troops were embarked 
‘Ibe command of the land forces was confided to Sir 
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Joha Mordauut, and that of the fleet to Sir Edward 
Hawke The expedition consisted of suxteen aail of the 
lune, two frigates, fire sloops, two bomb ketches, two fire 
stups, and a latge fleet of transports, having on board 
7,800 troops It on the 6th of 
heptember, 1737, and 1t was not tll the 14th that even 
‘the ‘roops on board knew that « descent on Rochfort 
wan intendid On the 20th the ficet made the French 
voast, and bir Edward gave oiders to vane admnal 
Knowivs to procecd with bus divimon to Basque road, 
and to attack the isle of Aix. At four m the afternoon, 
when he had advanced vome dustance frow the fleet, « 
French ship of the line was dix ovcred standing towards 
lnm, bat ahe soon discovered ber soustake, and bore 
away with 1 crowd of sal Vice admiral Knowles hem 
tated sume ime, considering the service he was ordered 
on, whuther 1t would be proper to risk » separation of 
huy division by auding ships 1m chase, at length the 
Socbay snd Magaaarwe a cigasle were sande but by 
ynemy had got so far 

her ‘to reach the Garonne im safety The wi prov 
ing thick and havy, it was the 2nd before the whole 
cet anchored 1m Basque road Early an the morning 
of the 23rd, vice admiral Knowles proceeded with his 
ivwion to the attack of the mle of Ax two French 
ships of the line, which were at eochor off th. wland, 
4s Moon ws they perceived the British ships under wexgh, 
slipped their cables, and ran into the myer Chatante 
Attwelve tan batteries began to throw shells and fire 
shot Captain (afterwards the fomous earl) Howe, in 
Magnanrme who led, stood on with a steady bravery, 
remrving tne fne anti! he got within forty yaids of the 
fort, when ke brought up wath a spring on bis cables, 
and opened so furious and well directed 4 hre, that 1 
bali an hour the enemy wee driven from their guns, 
and surendued In the fort were eight large mortars, 
dnd twenty eight puces of cunpon On the tower were 
‘two handsome and highly fimwhed brass twelve pounders, 
which ‘yr John Mordaunt presented to captain Howe, 
ww adorn the quarter deck of the Magoanime On the 
2yth it was resolved, im a general council of war, to 
Vand the tioops, aud make ap attempt i destroy the 
tow and poit of Rochfoit, but unfoitanately much 





























‘most proper place to effect « land 
ang ‘Ibis delay aftorded the French an oppmtumty of 
collectmg a onmderable body of regular troops, who 
marched down to the coast, and begun to erect strony 
redoubts In a council of war composed of tend offers, 
held on board the Neptune, on the 25th, it was deter 
mined that ‘the attempt on Rochfort was nuthes ad 
visable mor practicable,’ but this resolution was #0 
offensive to the bold and ardeut mind of Hawke, that he 
fled another council of wai ou the 2th, at whith it 
was resolved, in cousequence ot bas remonstrances, to 
make an attempt to land m the course of the might 
The utmost expedition was acconingly wed an pre 
parmng for the mtended descent, the success of which it 
was hoped would counterbalance the myures already 
sustamed from the delay that had takeu place But a 
fresh gale of wind springing up m the begining of the 
might, 1ust as the bouts on board winch the troops were 
embarked had left the ships, it was found mpractiabls 
to fetch the shore, and they were obliged to return On 
the following day, fndins that no arraugements wore 
by the commande mn chet of the land force 
another attempt at Jindiny, Hawke addressed a letter to 
hu, representing the nevomity ether of proceeding to 
some deciive operations, or of returming to bngland 
with the fleet Io which letter be reberwed the following 
lacome rely — 


*Sim—Upon the receipt of your letter I talked st over 
with the other land officurs, whe were of onr council of 
war, and we all agree im returning directly to England 

‘Tbave, &, &o, 
«7 MORDAUNT? 


‘The deet accordingly sailed from Basque rord on the 
Yet of October, ind came to au anchor at Spithead ou 
the oth Of the same month 

‘bux abrupt termination of an expedition which had 
cost the nation upwards of a milion of money, and of 
‘which the most sanguine expectations had been formed, 
excited a general clamour throu hout the Kmgdom , and 
though no blame could fauly be attributed to Sir Ed 
ward Hawke be did uot fail to parucpate im the 
obloquy which more particularly belonged to bir John 
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Wordaunt * But that generat beinz brought to a court 
martial, the evidence dicie given so completely exci 
pated Hawhe, that in a short time, as far as resarded 
lum, the popular clamour cubnded 
On the "ind of Uctover, Hawke «, 4 for the 
coast of Prance, in onder to prevent any of then shipe 
of war from putting to vea. He continued duriny the 
winter employed ou that service, and m the spring of 
3768 he returned to Sprthead. 
‘The French, nut baring obtained information nt the 
reduction of Tawsbourg, bad been collecting 
aly of Aix large renforvements, 
ar colonies 1 North Ameries, end wi 
Hy expected t» aul under the escort of a strong 
squadron of ships o€ war It way smportant to wateh 
the motions of us expedition, and Hawke was appointed! 
to this service Me sailed from Portsmouth on the 1th 
of March, 1759, with seven sal of the line and three 
en, 10 order to attack and cndcavour to destroy the 
force which had becn collected. He artived oppo 
the entance of Basque road on the 1th of Api, and 
on proceeding towards the anchorage he abrerved 10 
sail of the line lying off the isle of Ais, hestiles six or 
seven fngaten aud forty merchant slips, bav2g on 
rd, aa be afterwards learned, 4,000 troops. At four 
the atternoon the adannal made the sgn il for n Renernl 
chase, but on the approach of the British quadrua, the 
tnemy cut or ahpped thetr cables, fymg in the greatest 
confumon Night coming op, and there not being w 
sufhcient depth of water for the aiural to continue the 
Wirauit, be made the mgual for the squadron to sucuor 
4 breast, off the ile of Aax. At tye the next mornng 
ail the ‘enemy s slope were seen aground and nearly 
dey, at the distance of hye or sx miles A considerable 
hata ber of the merchant slups and some of the ships of 
var had fallcn on their broadades. As oom ax the flood 
tude nide, Sir Edward, putting hes best pilots on board 
the [ntrepid and Medway fngates, sent them im shore 
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‘Ine enemy were now seen particularly busy au pets 
boats and Jaunches from Rox bfort, to aemst i drawing 
‘herr ships through the soft mud, as soon as they shoutd 
be flosted by the tide, Ia odsr to facilitate this they 
threw their guus, stores, and other beavy articles, oro1 
board, and by carrying out warps and uaing great cau 
tions they succeaded in gettmg ther ships of wan ay 
far an the mouth of the tiver Chaante, where :t was 
not posable for the British ships to appioach nur 
enough to do them any injury The merchaut slups avd 
transports were agrouid new the whe Madame, but +0 
plotected by the shoul water, that no other myary could 
he done them, except that of cuthing away te buoy 
which they bad lad down on their guns, anchors ani 
ether unpersbable arucles, whieh they had thiown 
overboard Ou the mommng of the 5th cyptsmn Lwet of 
ariues was detarhed, wath £20 men, to the 

ALN, with ordire to destroy thr new works winch the 
enemy were employed im creclng there, ms a satbtitite 
for the furt which hid buen destroyed by the Einelish an 
the preceding antaiu 

‘Thr nernice was pert med without intertuption, and, 
by dit Kdwant"s perensptory command, without giving 
the alghtest divtrrb ice tothe inbabitanty. ‘The piinoary 
object of the expedition being thus executed, ay far as 
cucimstatces would permut, the aduural was obliged to 
be content with the satnfacton of have fistratid the 
enemy 4 nitended expedition to Noith Amurica, and 
‘shortly afu rwards m turned to port 

‘buon after biy arrival, he was appamtedd second 19 com 
wand ot the leet under lord \mon, fitted out for the pur 
pose of covering a descent then meditated on the cuast 
of France near Charburg He continued bv tag 1m the 
Ramies, and sailed with the fleet on the Ist af Jane, 
but beng attacked with a violent fever wou after the 
arrival of the fleet mi the bay of Hiway, be was oblieed 
tortura to Kogland, for the revovery of hus health 
The eBects ot hrs altness prevented hum from jung agurm 
‘on vervice durin: the remainder of the vuat ww tho 
ensuing seavon, tna health Bong re established, he was 
eppornted commander in chuel of the Channsl ficet, at 
that time sery conmderably augmented, 1m onde to op 
poe the formdabte fore whith the French wore then 
busily employed 1n equipping at Brest, and other ports, 
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tor the avowed parpose of tavading G: 
sailed from Portsmouth on the isth ot Ma 
soenthe rode triumphant off Brest, heepwe that aud the 
western ports m a state of complete blochade At Inst a 
violent gale of wind drove ium from bus stabon, and 
obliged him to take shelter wv Torbay, where he arnived 
on the Lath of November 

Daring bw absence M di Bompart, with hue returning 
squadron and convoy, xot safe into Brest, nstead of fall 
ing nto Sir Edward « bands, ae he certainly would have 
donc, bad 1¢ uot bun for tho norm that drove e 
away ‘lu blockade of Rrest has always been attended 
wath this advantage 1 fivour of tbe Hrench—the same 
wind that forces the blockedmyg sqadion to retire from 
the roast, 1 a fair wind for carrying the cnemys fleets 
tm and “un the contrary, when the bla keding fect 1 
diiven off the coast, or obluced to take shelter in Torbay, 
the blockaded fleet can slip out the moment the weather 
moderates, and before outs cim rewume their station 
‘Ax usual, it 0 bappened on this ouasion 

M de Couflans, who comm .nded the Fiench fect for 
tanately for the glory of Hawke, served thes opportimity 
of parnog to wea He sailed from Brest on the 14th of 
Noveruber, with ine whole fleet, and stuerd for Quiberon 
bay, with the view tn capture or destroy a small Englsn 
nuuailrom stationed there for the purpo of intercepting 
4 fleet of tr mmporta, destined for the inyamon of Ireland 
Mtawhe, on the int Higence of the sail. of Conflans, re 
amoved ns flag on howd the Royal George, aud 1mm. 
Stately sakd an puremt of bir The result of thit 
pursuit so memmsble in the naval inuidy of Great 
Britain) so well dcacribed by hameit, and with 

adunralle perspuuity, that not to give it mm hi 

ox n words would be to disregard the taste and judgment 
of pur readers — 

























































+ Rogal George off Petts Pant, 
Yor 2, 1750 


Stk Iu wy letter ut the 17th by express, t denred. 
you would nequaint their lordsbips woth my having re 
ceived sntelligence of eighteen vai! of the Ine, and three 
frigates of the Brest syvadron, beinc discovered about 
tweuty tour feagues to the NW of Bellcile steermp 10 
the castwerd All the pusoners, however, agiee that on 
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the day we chased them, their squadron conmsted, a. 
cording to therr acompanying lst, of four shipa of $0 
guns, nx of 72 guns, three of 70 guns, ey,bt of 64 guns, 
‘one fugate of 38 guns, one of 44 guns and one of I6 
guns with a small vessel to look out They antled from 
Brest the 14th mstant, the same day I sailed from Tor 
bay Concluding that their first rendezvous would be 
Quiberon, the matant I received the antelhgence, I dt 
rected my course thither, with a presé of sail At first 
the wind blowing hard S by E and 8, diove up con 
qderably to the westward, but on the 19th and 10th 
ehough variable, it proved more favourable In the mean 
tome, having been joned by the Musdstone and Coventry 
trates, I directed their commanders ta keep ahead of 
the squadron, one on the starboard, and the other on the 
Jarboard bow In the morning of the 20th, at bulf past 
ene oclak, Bellcsle by our reckoning besring E by 
N ath N the Maidstone made the mgnal for seme » 
fleot 1immedsately opread abioad the mgnal lor a line 
abreast, in order to draw all the alps of thy squadron 
up with me 1 liad before sent the Magnanimie aboad 
ty make the land at three quarters past m1 woude 
the agnal for an enemy Observing on my ducovering 
them, thit they made off, 1 threw out the signa! for the 
nevin «lips nearest them to chase, and by drawing into a 
Iune of battle abiead of me, endeavour to stop them tll the 
rest of the squadiun should come up ‘The other sbyw 
were alan to form as they chased, that no ume might be 
Yom im thy purwnt ‘That mornimg the enemy were in 
chase of the Rochester, Chatham, Portland, Falkland, 
Minerva, Vengeance, and Venus, all which jomed im 

about eleven clock, and in the eveumng, the Sapphire 
fiom Quibs ron bay "All the day we bad very fresh gales 
40N W and WON W with heavy squalls M Condi 
Acpt pong of under such <a} as all Inte squadron coul 
curry, and at the same tune Lepr together, while w 
crowded atter lum with use ry sail our ships could bear 
At half past two PM the fire beemnmg abead, 1 made 
the mgoal for enga.mg We were then to the south 
‘ward of Bellemle and the frenth admural beadmost, he 
soon after led round the Cardinale wile bos rear wae 
18 acho About four oclock the Formdable struck, 
nd a short ime after the Jbasee and Super were 
unk, about five he Heros stuck and cam to at 
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anchor, but st blowing hard no boat could be sent on 
board her Night was now come on, avd bemg on # 
Part of the coast, among wlands spd shoals, of whith we 
‘Sere totally ignorant, witbout a pilot, the greatest part 
of the squadzon being in the sume situation, it also blow 
1g hard on « lee shore, [ made the mgnal to anchor, and 
ame to im fifteen fathom water, the mland of Dumet 
bearing E by N between two and three mules, the Oar 
lb W half 5 aud the steeples of Crome 8 E aa we 
d next mormng 

«Ln the mght we beard many guos of distress fired, but 
the violence of the wind, ou want of knowledge of the 
coast, aud whether they were fired by « frend or aa 
enemy, prevented all mane of relief 

By day break om the 2st, we ducovcred one of our 
wpe dummasted on shore, the French Heros aleo, and 
the Soleil Royal, Conflaus flag ship, which, under 
cover of the mht, bad anchored among ws, cut aud ran 
ashore to the wastward uf Crome On the latters mov" 
tog, U inade the Eaexs mgval w alsp and purnue her, 
Dut she unfortunately got upon the Fources, ad both 
ahe aud the Resolution are arrecoverably lost, notwith 
standing we sent them all the assistance the weather 
would pernut About fourscore of the Resolution s 
company, 1m spite of the etromgust remonstrances of 
thew captaa, made refta, and, with several French 
yimoners belonging to the Formdable, put off, and, 1 
am afiaid, drove out to sea All the Resex s mon were 
savcd (with a many of the stores ax posuble), except 
bhe lioutimant and a bost# crew, who were driven on 
the French shore, aud bave not since been heard of 
Ibe rename of both stupa were set on fire We foand 
the Dorsetshire, Revenge, and Defiance had, during the 
mght of the 20th, pat to st. hope the Swifteure did, 
for she 12 sll mining — The Dorscotare and Defiance 
returaocd the next day aud the latter saw the Revenge 
without Ihus, what Joss we have sustumed has Leen 
owin, to the weather, not the enemy, seven or eight of 
whore ne of battle ships, I believe, got to sea 20 the 
muy,lt of the acon 

“As soon as it was broad dayhgbt 10 the morumg of 
the 2iut, [ discovered se ven or eight of the enemy s Ime 
of bawdy stups at am hor, between Point Pore and the 
aiver Viltune, oa which 2 made the spnat to weigh, 1 
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order to work up end attack them, but st blew eo hard 
from the N W that, mstead of dering to cant the squa 
@ron Toose, | was abled to strike top gallant masts 
lost of then ships appeared to be aground at low water, 
Dut on the flood, by ligtenmng them, and the advautase 
of the wind under the land, all except tuo got thut 
might mto the river Villame | The weather being mo 
derate on the 22nd, [ sent the Portland, Chatbam, and 
Vengeance, to destroy the Soleil Royal and Heros 
‘Ihe French, on the approach of our ships, set the first 
on fire, and soon after the latter met the sme fat. trom 
our people In the mean tome I got under weigh, aud 
worked up within Fenris Port, as well for the sake of 
ats being a wafer 20nd, a8 to destroy, af posnble, the two 
ships of the enemy whut sbll iay without the Villame , 
‘bat befare the shrps sent abcad for that purpose could 
get near them, beng quite bgbt, they got m with the 
tide of flood 
+ ‘All the ed we were employed in reconnortsiug the 
entrance of that river, winch 1 very nanow, with only 
twelve feet water on the har, at tow water We diwo 
vored at least seven, sf not eight, hme of battle ships, 
about half a mile within, quite Light, and two laige fri 
kates whuch appeared to have guns in By evening | 
had twelve Iong boats htted ay fre supe, ready to attempt 
burmiag them, under corer of the Sapphire and Covenniy,, 
but the weather being very bad, and the wind contrary, 
oblized mie to defer st, til at least the latter should bs 
fayounble, af they can by any weaus be destroyed, at 
lt be done 

‘In attacking a fying enemy, it was mmposmble 10 thr 
space of a short winter's day, that ill our ships should 
ue able to get nto action, of ail thot of the entmy 
brought to xt The commanders and compamice of such 
a5 dtd come up with the rea of the French, on the 
2th Veli wed with the greatest antropidity, aud gave 
the stroncest j100fs of a true Britab spit 1a the samme 
manner, 1 um satisfied, thene would bave acquitted 
themaclves, whow bad going ships, or the distance they 
were at 1 the morning, prevented from getting up 
Our low by the enemy if vot connderable, for in the 
sinpe tbat ue now with me, I find only oue Ieeutenant 
and thirty mne seamen and mennes killed, and about 
two hundied ind two wounded When f concider the 
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THE RIGHT HON EDWARD BOSCAWEN. 
wu—n01. 


‘Tn excellent officer, who sbared with Hawle, nt the 
wonith of bis glory, the lose and adroiration of Ing coun 
try, was the fourth son of Husk, fret lord viscount 
Falmouth, aud Gharlutt., diupbter of Charlee Godfrey, 
Eeq by ArabcIla Chnrchill his wife, mater to the great 
dake of Marthvrough He was bora on the 19th of 
August, 1711, aud hasang made choice of a naval life, 
and after passing through the several subordinate stattans 
of the service with the Inqbest credt, he wan promoted 
on the Lath of May, 1747, to be captain of the Leopaid, 
a fourth rati,of 50 guns How long be continued in this 
command doce not appear, nor have we any subsequent 
anforination respecting btm, till the year 1739, when we 
find bin counnindmg the Shorebam firzate employed 
ax neruner on the Jamaica station, at the commence 
ment of the war with Spam Hae abip wanting some 
acpains, and beng unfit fur sea, at the time when vice 
admiral Vernon salud on bm memonible expedition 
againat Porto Bello, he very aprritedly desred to sive 
ana volunteer rather than be Left belind on an ecetson 
webure there ¥ as glory to be acquuca On the reduction 
of Porto Bello, he was employed in supcrutending and 
directug the demolition of the fortshcations of the place 
In the enouing year, 1730, we do not find any particular 
mention made ot him, but, on the retmin of the expe 
digiun ta Jaman i, at 1 probable that he rusumed the 
command of the Shoreham, as, m 1741, he continued 
Captain of that fruate, and was attached to the fleet 
under admiat Vernon, which was emploved in that year 
On the eapediti n aanst Carthazena 

On that o.ason, thy bia e and gallant officer had 
the m-t opportunty of displauinz thit ardent spirit of 
enterprise and hero contempt of danzc, which 0 
atongly marked Ine conduct sm eves y future trativaction 
of lus bfe | He wax appointed to command a detach 
wont of 300 seamen, who were nieed, with 200 ol 
duere, to attach a fascine batters, erected by the enemy 
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on the wland of Boru, and wbich conndersbly impeded 
the operations of the amy azainet the castle of Bora 
Cinca The execution of tins project was to have taken 
place on the 27th of March, but was obbged to be de 
tert d im consequence ot the violence of the wind tll 
the 1nh The boats left the ships about midnight, and 
rowed to the share about 4 mule to leeward of the Bar 
radera battery which they were toattack Thu measure 
Usd been detcrmined on, as the mort likely mode to 
avord Laing acen or discovered by the nose of then 
oars Thu veatnca, led on by then spinted commander 
Yon led sith the we test alaciity ur 4 small eandy bs: 
the entrance to wich was a oorrow channel between 
two rent» uf rocks This pasenze war defended by a 
Dat ery of fre guns, cf which the asailante were 10 
otant that they landed under their very 
They had not formed when the enemy opened 
‘thei fire upon them but the En, lish, though surprised 
at ths very unexpected reception, immediately recollect 
any that chest success, and indeed safety, depended on 
thar revolution and promptness, rushed forward with 
‘the utmost inapetuosity, and entering through the em 
Drasures drove the enemy frum their ,ans, befme they 
had time to make 4 second duchar.o, so thar, wot ti h 
standip., the obsta les which at first thicatened to oppore 
them, the umportant advantage was obtained with very 
anconuderable loss 
The Sprowrds at the arridera battery, when im. 
formed hy their fu,itive compamons of the Jow of them 
wut post immediately turned three pieces of cannon on 
the tictoniou, assailants, aamet whom des c mmenced 
avery b uk fire with grape shot, but chur Gone fortu 
wately hing too muth elevated, Boscawen and bis 
ealtint p tained very hide muy Pushing on 
wath thet emer intrepidity, they soou drove the 
Spamard> fiom their second and principal post, and 
cariymm, the battery on the anstant of assault, they 
spiked the guus, tore up and burnt the platiorms, 
to,ether with the carnazes, guard houses, and muya- 
anes, and returned to theu ships in tramph, with ox 
wounded prisoners The Spamiaids, senuble of the 
‘ou tance and support of the battery thus gallantly 
wreed from them and for a time iendered useles, 
wae indetans tbl in then Gxertioud to repair it, and 
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Aemonnt it with cannon fit for service Havmg in a 
few days vo firemuceded astu be able to reconmente a 
fre from ax guns, capt. Boscawen was again ordered. 
fo attack af, but on a different hint of sernice from that 
which on the previous occo-on he had been engaced 
an Hig stop, the Shorchawm together with the Princess 
and Lanchheld, wire stat to anchor as near the 
battery im question as prsuile, and orig then brord 
aides to hear on it, in support of a detachment ot wearoen 
cmownnded by cuptame W uron Cots, and Denis, wlio 
wire ordetcd to storm tt These measures, taken with 
xo muck prudence and caution, appeanng to defy the 
Probibeuity of madortune or sl succes, so eflectually 
intimidated the Spumarde that they fad without tang 
42 gun, ae noon 1 they jrceaved the elope had brought 
to, mar the Vattery, aud the boats were preparing to 
lund the 1.0 
Alter the de ith ot lord Aubrey Beauclerk, who urhay 
pily fell ap the attach oa Bors (inca castle, enpta 
Boxe wen ¥ os promoted (0 thy vacant command of the 
Prime Fredene of 70 guns and whep the adea of any 
father attuk pom Guth yena was abandoned, be 
‘Was canployed in demolieiun, the forte which the Eng 
List hid made thenmtves mat 1s of an the course of 
Qt mwyuou cxpedition The sabsequent naval 
oper shions winch took place dung his continuance m 
West Indian were extremely umsmportant, #0 that it 
‘ be thouche extraordinary that we do pot find hun 
Firnculatly mationed He returned to kngland m the 
spring of thy your 1742 and auchored at St Helens on 
the Chth ot May ltr a passage of mine weeks fiom 
Jumuci Hy brought incctlnzence that the fleet and army, 
under aint Vernon and eneial Wentuorth, were, at 
the tau cf} urting compiny with them, under aul on 
the 1p cdition apaimat Patiaina in the South Seas, which 
they were to attempt to reach by marching the roo} @ 
toed the isthmus of Danen, but which unfortunatly 
mmcarried 
From this period nll 1745, Boscawen was prinuapaily, 
af uot entirely, employed im Crammg in the Channel , but 
without the acurrcuce of any circumstance deserving of 
ai tice, except that when m command of the Dreadnought 
of @ cur be captured the Meder, a French fircate, 
ommnded by Mode Hovquart About the ond of 1745, 
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he was apporoted captam of the Roysl Sovereym, then 
Tying as a guard obyp at the Nore, and to mepect the 
armed vessels Inred by government, and Stted out in 
the Thames, to act as cruuers during the rebellion 

Tu the month of January, 1740, be was app ted cap 
tam of the Namur, formerly a ship of 90 guns, but now, 
after Tevewwing @ thorough repair, reduced to a third 
rate Nothing in the least maternal appears to hay 
occurred to bim till November, when, beng appomted 
commodore of a small squadron ordered to crue at the 
entrance of the Channel, he bad the gond fortune tou 
tare two considerable prizes, one of them the Intrepid, 
a stout privateer fitted out from St Maloes, mounting 
90 guns, and 200 men, the other 2 dispatch hoat, sent 
to Europe by M de Jonqmers, the commander of the 
French squadron on the American station, with tha 
advice of the death of the Duc D Auvilte, and the total 
faslare of the expedition 

I 1747 he served as # private captain on the flest oom 
wanded by Anson, and distingaished himnselt im a very 
conspicuous manner, dwing the encounter with the 
French squadion ander M de Sonquiere, on the érd of 
May The Namur wus ono of the fitet ships into action, 
und emmently contributed to the complete succoss of it, 
by stoppin, the flight of the fugitive enemy, until the 
other British shups could get up In thu engagement 
he was severely wounded in the shoulder by a musket 
ball 

‘The was the last occasion on which he served us 
4 private commander, being on the 15th of July following 
advanced to the rauk of 1ear admiral of the blue =f 
mediately afterwards he was hovoured with a very ex 
traordunary command, which, were every other evidente 
‘wanting, would plove in the strongest manner the very 
high opunton entertamed by his sovereign, his minuters, 
and the nation at laze, of his extensive and divermfied 
abilities Fhe commusszion to which we allude, not only 
appomted him admiral and commanderin chief of a 
squadion o:dered for the East Indies, conmsting of sx. 
‘surl of the line, but also invested bim with the authonty 
ot yeneral of the land forces employed om that expedi 
tion No amphibious commusion of this kind bad been 
pranted ance the ime of Charles II except to the ead 
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of Peterborough, im conjunction with Su Clondesly 
Shovel, im the attempt to [acs an \ustrian prince on 
the throne of Spain, an the rego of queen Ame Tt 
bad always lx en devmed improper ta lode the military 
and naval powers im the hands of one peron but Bos 
cawen ys cppaintment wa recut without any anmmad 
Yermon, and, thou,-h ultmmately unsuccessful, excited 
nather munaurs por re AC arh—r coneinemg Ptoof, 12 a 
mition lke ours where pypular discusuome are cariied 
on with such incedom, in What estumation bi anent and 
abilstien were bad 

The coher} ut of the (rinsactions of thi expedition 
wcextxtd fm Colhns and are the more interesting, 
busing toch communicated Uy the adimtal ston, who 
woe un offfcut an the expedition, md consequently an 
ucurste withes of all the cncunistances which hap 
penal — 

(On November atl 1747 the squc teat sailed from St 
Halen swith @ fan wand which only served that day, 
but admin sl Bic wen ansicits te get ont of tne Cl 
val chow rath to turn t> wintwod with the fleet 
thin ty pnt back Meett 4 wath hard cles of wind 
thes were ol ci to ancl im Jorlay whero the fleet 
unveed shout leven ac eck cn the 16th of November 
Gut ut tour im the even the wind serving mated 
and procieded to the 1 ind» Fnd, when it turned, 
an bat mtracaltes with the wale cate to an anchor 
am the read of Wedaira on the 1th ot Decembu Hard. 
filey of wrad tod separated scat shiga whack, bow 
dver, on the 17th joined the admiral, who ued all 
Tomible mins to eet the th t in a condition to sail, 
thin being orny Let don the 22nd they sailed on the 25rd 
On thy 2th of Winch 1438, the Muct came to av anchor 
in Table bay at the Cape of Good Hoye On the Joh 
the ground wi pitched on to encnap and men were 
ordered on shore to cle it but the winil Liew 20 fiesh 
that the forces conld not Iund till the 6th of Aja, when 
the whole encataped in ood onder snd diupline, beng 
thie batedhons, with artillery on the a ht were 400 
waumes making ane battalion ax Pn_lish independent 
von panies of L1Zmen wete on the left, end ux Scotuh eum 
panies were im the centre Ihe men made a cood appea: 
ance ind no pams were spuel as to duciphine and 
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fefieshment, in order co St thems for then better por 
formance 10 action The edumal, by lus affable nd 
Inberal behaviour, entirely gained the love of the lind 
officers, and never was eater harmony among ail 
dearees of men thin m thi expedition, every ova 
tnking he was happy io being under hie command 
The tame they atryed at the Cupe #9 of great benefit to 
the land and sen forces, who bad freab meat all the time, 
but their stay was longer than was itended, occasioned 
by five Indian abips, with forces on board, parting from 
the fleet, purposely to get first to the Cape, in order to 
sell thur private trade to better advantage, but in thut 
they were disappointed, as they did not arnve ull the 
14th of Apr, and those India slaps thit were with the 
admiral had mupphed the Cape with all that was want 
vag’ Thus we hope avarice will always be pumshed, 
‘when st counteract the public nervice 

On tae Ath of Wis, Boscawen sailed fiom the Cape ot 
Good Hope with the equidion under bis command, and 
six ships belonging to the Dutch Fast India company 
After a hngering and tedious passae, ocanioned by a 
succession of contrary winds very o1 msual at that season 
of the year, they made the wland of Miautiuy on the 
mormng of the 23rd of June Yasin, partud from thiec 
of the Dutch ships in the bad weather danny ther 
passage When m si_ht of the Tind the admiral called 
@ council of war, to convult with his captan to the 
fiteemt pareage for the squadron to take m .ormg m It 
Deing determined to run etween Lon, Istind abd the 
Gummer s Con, the ships of wa: to Kad 1 line of bat 
tle, and the Indian stnps to follow them, orders were 
accordmely given for that purpose The greatest prt 
of the fleet anchored thiat mht tn 2 place evlied Turde 
bay, between the river of thut name and lomb aver, 
about twa leagues to the casi ud of the harbour the 
rest got m the uext day havin been fired at in their 
pasage from two fax ine Vatterses of sux gunt cach, but 
without recenimg any material damage 

‘At dayhght the emmy be. tn to fire from other fs 
cme batteries, which they had erected on each side of 
the entrance of the two rivers, and were perceired to be 
\ery hard it work in the wood opposite to where the 
squadron 14m throwing up rmutrinchments, ag will as 
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rawing other defences Sererd dupe supe were ike 
wise cn fying uu the harbour 

In thi state of affairs the Pembtche which lay nearest 
M0 lute was ondercé to fire aud dsstarb them at thor 
work The hw ulow sloop war at the aime time sent, 
with captain Loyd of the Uithim, the two principal 
cnpinere aud an artillery officer along the shore to 
reconmanae the coat, m order to discover what plire 
‘would by mont convement for limding the troops On 
F xctarn they reported that thi cmemy had fired on 
them i thar passage from eubt different batter 
ill an from the forts wt the entrince of the lirboar 
Meat sarge ship of two tier of ysine lay with her broad 
rude atnoen the mouth of it thar there were thirteen 
7 whup wich (44 \cral of them Large) fitted, or beang 
oot for ma, and that they thowabt it smprarticable to 
Jud any wheee fo the Cutwitd 1f the harbow, oo 
secount of thy thecknces of che wo 14 wich came down 
loot to the water ide In Convequeace of thu repre 
ACME tO ot WAS 1adKLa most pri dent to attempt landing 
beyond the great N¥er, to the westward of the town 
As soon as it was dath the m store of the mix hue of 
Pret slaps wore ordered to a into the barges and 
sound all along the shore to Ixctun the depths of 
witer ind ve purneulatly af at way yrochcable to land 
Wt the phic propowd On ther retura they declared 
it & 341f of H0¢ky ran son, sbore at the dist ince of 
Coens Satde fi om at, which aide rt nepownble for beats 
to Lint except i the 1X¢1« mouth opponte to where 
the det Tie or at the Kacbour where the channel was 
net ibove rbundred firhoms wide and very dofficult to 
tf im, the wind ala ity blowang of shore Thus deter 
vitoed the admiral to call a compu) of war, compoved of 
tb. primopal ma and Land ofteers, that he ro.zbt Jay be 
(nc them these reports, toxetincr wath hin snstructions, 
(ar an they related to am attack on the Wauntias, and 
to commult wth thems what measures were most expedient 
tu be adopted It was agreed, that, as they were unac 
quunted with the sttengds of the enemy on the 21and, 
tnte ten oired baraes sbould be <ent, under the com 
wand of mun Commune, to endenrou: to surprise and 
Lim, off » prrsoner fiom the shore Thus was accordinely 
stomped, Dut wo yun The Gouna haves met ext 
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morning, it was tesoleed, ‘that the reduction of the 
asland of Maurtius not being the prim ipal dengn of the 
capedition, and as there was such a wtength of slaps in 
the harbour, and the preparations «lich the enemy 
aad made along the coast made at cerrein that the attack 
aust be attended with considerable lows tbat no farther 
attempt should be made, but that the squadion should 
Proceed with the ntmost expedition to the coast of Coro 
mandel, 60 as to begin their onerations thete Lefore the 
‘monsoons shifted * 

Two days elipwed before the ficct could leave the 
waland, there being such a scarenty of bread, fire Wood, 
and water, that 1 became nevenary to divide those 
articles cqualty between the stips Just as they got 
under sul, one of the Dutch sbips that bad puted com 
Pany sored them, but the other two were not head of 
‘When che fleet cleared the riaod the Dutch ships took 
‘thei leave, and stretched away tothe xuthward The 
admn i] bane desnous im pursuance of the resolution 
Cf the ecuneil of war, to make tae shortest passage to the 
coast of Corowandel, pred through the wlands and 
“undo to the northward of Maurine aud on the 29th of 
July the whole squodzon arrived safe at fort St David 
Tt bong immediately determned to undertake the 
ge of Pondicherry, the necessary stores and troops 
were sccordingly landed from the atips, and a camp 
formed about a mile from the fort The people contoucd 
very healthy, as they had been during the whole voyage, 
4 circumstance princypally tv be attributed to the use of 
ar pipes, which were found to be of infinite service 
The marmea aervmz in the squadron under the com 
mand of rearadmiral Giffin, then at fort st David, 
emg jomed to thove under Boccawen, a very good bat 
tihon was formed, consmting of 700 men 

‘On the Ist of An,ust, the Exeter was sent to anchor 
off Pondichiny , aud two days efter the Chester, Pem 
Lioke, and Swallow sloop, jomed ber Captain Powlet, 
of the Exeter, was directed to take the soundings, and 
«wertain baw near the shype could come to the town, 
ttpow an emergency, m order to cut off all commamcn 
thou on that side 

Every thins bein: prepared, the army began tts march 
on the At; of \ugnst, the admiral headmg it himeel He 
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Jefe the command of the squsdron to captain Tt of the 
Vigaut, with orders to w het with vb hy sate two 
mile to thy southward of th teva, and te sum thae 
antl farther oF ty 
The army continued ther march on the 9th and 1utb, 
without any peo aie of an enemy Ou the 1th m 
Body connistink 14 40 tout aud some hore mide thar 
appomiunee at in ute nchpuent winch they bad throw a 
up, bul abanton dct ut th 4, prowchof the Brust woops 
‘Thi post wis sstvit Li 0a i sanall river, imd wan very 
detenmble Absit 1 mle trom at, on the other side of 
the water, wisth for of Anta Coupan, dear a river from 
whence takes ity noe 
The adronal basing h re learnt by « deserter, that the 
garniwon of fort tru Coopan conaisted only of 160 men, 
eluding spors, sesolvcd to make au attempt next 
thorming, With the Cromadiei« wed prgarts, to in a 
Todgoueit an a viila.¢ contiguuus ts ut, aud there ercet 2 
Jomb battery, tit ws sand the tion dreaded a bom 
Vardmene, hor may wane not be, bomb proof Tn thi 
Tiqecethy aden alw mid base sarceded havang gamed, 
powcuow vl the villuc, but the lascar who were om 
Ployah am caeysu. the aetreocan, tools, all ran away 
tea shet comm etmom. then Upon this the enumy. 
Digan tv ie briskly tou two batteries they bad aimed 
ow the ther sik tua Ceupan rer Lhe completely 
flunke 1th British j eatin so thet at was hen thought 
advath to veti¢ Towatds the sta ia ander wo open 4 
Commune tion wath the siapa and gut cannon on shore, 
fosctler with po per meters for rac my Vattenes to 
thos. ut he enemy ilove marti dis Well aw 
tthe int m fori They 
pow found at acwululy defen ted by aditen and covocd 
way, at L therefore some Tnitle prec whan wes meen ny 
fo be obverted au the atch The aunr sl bad one bea 
tenure aillud, und four officers wounded, omoug whom 
wae major Goudyct, the coum undin, Gh o> of the ara 
lity who lost bi» le by a canuon but id died soon 
aterwards Tbe Joss ot Chis other wn Gt greatest mus 
fortone the army could have sustained, Js he was @ man 
of excellent judgment an lus profession, and would hare 
amied on the approaches ma different wd more suc 
Cesta] wi vumer than the autvaving eDgigeers were able 
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todo The detib nent Jivon then arms atl mht, and 
the Mext mornin, the Whole army marched to jon thew» 

In the aftcruooi 100 seamin, whom the adtmral had 
caused w be diswinlmed on boatd the fleet, md exerered. 
am platoons unde the command of captams Lloyd, wae 
Janded Uhese mountin. guard, as well m pestorming, 
cocker duttes with the regu'si O> ps, Rule 4 consaler able 
aehef to this litle army. 

Un the might of the toth, four twelve and fou tigh 
teen pounders bein, Tmmded, « battery of tow uns was 
marked out «2d completed by next movain, , but ben 
phiced sa a bid po.ttion, st 8s found to be of no service, 
4 Cluster of tices Betwecm the battary and fore so inter 
Ceptng the sicw, that ouly an angk of the Latte: could 
be wep Lo rectify this mustaky, auuther battery was 
constructed, which was opertd by the stillery oftcers 
with great udvint gt [uc suems, wath a troop of niaty 
Luropera hor ¢, supported by as many foot aud some 
sopor ,mrte «desperate cffurt to destiry the batrery, but 
withous ed ct, for taou,h the adsinced (und, m the 
trench ayoming, at fat |e Kay, they suo rallied, 
aud iepuled the enemy wath great lors, the commanding 
offtuct 0} tue horse } Ling tai ew prisoner 
boon atterw ido the enemy » battery blew up, and de 
poyed upwards ot 100 men howe mortar» were imme 
diately Vion ht up, and sbelis were down fiom them 
anto the fort, which was set on ine, about two 0 clouk 1 
the afternoon, and svon atter blew up The army march 
aug divectly took possesston of xf, and fyund thet the gat 
rion had withdrawn mm great haste, having left them 
clythes and evety dun be hind them 

On the 20th, the admial removed lie camp to Ata 
Loupan, and from that diy to tht 25th the troops were 
emplosed in repairimg the fort, which bein, completed, 
they cowed the 11vcr Ara Coupan, and the same even 
amg tock possession of a stiong post in the bowud hedge 
of Pondxherry, about  mzle from the walls—the enemy 
having, to the admural x surprre, abandoned tton in» ad 
‘Taneug, though twas very capable of being defended bya 
small mumber ot men, atl s0 situated as to have cust « 
{reat many hea m the attack, bad the posession of xt 
Teen vigorously disputed 

Jina post being on the north weat quaiter of the town, 
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the aduural oidered the ships down to the northward of 
Wt, and opeuing om the 28th s communication that way, 
Yegen to land intenching tools, and other necessaries, 
m order to break ground before the place On the Int of 
Deptember, the enewy made a sally with 500 Buropean 
soldsers, and 000 01 600 sepoys, but were repulsed by the 
advanced gumd, coussting only of 100 men, with con 
auderable lose = M Parailw, ther chief engineer, und di 
Fector of all the military aflaira, was mortally wounds d, 
three or four of their best afhvers Lilled, and about 100 
men hulled or wounded 

‘The engineers cuntinued workmg every night, but 
‘without waking much progress, vo that the batetes 
were not complted unl the 25th of September, when 
they began to tre ‘bey conssted of ove mounting 
caghe guns, mx twenty four, and two ex,htven pounders , 
auother of four guns, two tcnty four, and two eighteen, 
Pounders, one bomb batters of five laree mortars, and 
fitteen royals, with another of ifteen cohoras The 
enemy, an there past, were nut idle, havog ramed three 
fauurue batteries to play upon the trenches, which they 
entladed, and annoyed the assailants 80 much, that they 
‘wene obliged to construct to batteries, ue of thice the 
other of two guns, to play against them till the grand 
batteres were fmuhed 

‘When the benegers first broke ground, the admiral 
@urected captain Lisle to onder «m the bomb ketch ta bom 
bard the citadel aight and day Thus was at first ouc 
cessful, but 1 a few days the cnemy began to throw 
whetls at the hetb, and got hor distance so exactly, 
that one sbelf staved the boat sstern of her, and another 
threw water upon her decks, so that she was obliged 
always to heave off in the day time 

‘The season being now far advanced, and the enemy 
having formed an mundaton in front of the works, which 
rendered at umpossible to carry them on any farther, the 
admural found there was no probability of reducing the 
plme but by endeawguring to anvoy it as much as poss. 
De, and thereby compelling the garrison to the uecesmty 
of surrendering With this view he oidered coptan 
Line to extend the men of war before the town 1 4 hne 
ot battle, and to warp 19 to cannonade the works, ou the 
wea mde of the town, at che same time that the land 
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Batteres were opened ina was exccatid with pict 
Provovon The omemy at fist returned the tie veLy 
buskly, but soon after «lackeued Their batterses re 
matned silent towards the sea, bit they continued to tre 
briskly on the land side 

Tn this cannouade the stups expended a conderable 
quanhty ot ammouoition, and the admral finding thit 
the execution did not answer hie inteutions ordered 
Captain Lasle to haul off im the night out of gun shot 
and remain in a line as before, 1m order to be ready to 
warpim aan ‘This he was unable to effect, the wind 
having come in from the sea 1m the mabt, which pre 
vented his getung out tar enough The next momo 
the enemy Legan to bombard and cnnonade the sbi 4, 
but without doug much damage, except 10 killing one 
tan on boad the Vigilant, toxether with captam Adams 
of the Harwich, whose thyh wis cared away by acan 
nom ball, and whose death was universally regietted, 
bring a very diave and excellent officer 

On shore the batteries contuaued firing, and beat down 
a grcat part of the enemy a defence, when an attack was 
intended to be made but as the sssaalants could not 
Carty On ther approacbes i consequence of the inunda 
ton betora mentioned, sod the admurad hed not men 
enouh to begin « pew attack or carry on the aeqe, he 
could only endeavour to make a breach in tho curtain 
from the destance be was then at In a little time thie 
also was found impracticable, the enemy having opened 
u wasked battery m the very curtan where thc bestegers 
were then attempting to make a breach, so that their fire 
became much superior to that of the asaaitanta, nine of 
whove guns were duabled Under these oncurastan 
the admiral called a councd of war on the 40th of Sep 
teuber, 10 which the state of affaire being taken mto 
constderation, and st appeanng ‘that the strength af the 
arin was reduced above 700 men munce taking the field, 
that 1 was hourly lewseniog by mckness ocoisioned by 
fatixue, that the shnps of war coald be of no service 
aust the enemy's works, baving cannonaded a whole 
diy without «my apparent effect, that the monsoon and 
Tumy season waa daily expected, which would not only 
obh.e them to rawe the moge with the low af the artillery 
atid store-, but all probability rendcr the rivers ampasa 
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able, destrsy the mids and cut off the retreat of the 
aumy to fort Sc Dasid to say muthing of the ruk of the 
slups being d:stcn off the cout at was therefore wnani 
maudly resolved, after re ewharking the cann mand 
ataren to roe the stot 

From the Ist of Uctobo to tlt 4th the bewe era w te. 
employed m 4 = tng off the cannon an} stores from the 
shore Ou the Sth the sailors at fre to the batte 
and re embark} On the oth m the mormn. th 
began ts march for fre St David and, bes 
aovlished the fae of Seta Cou cm an there w 1 
ationt St David the uxt cvcuing Several small avers 
which the unmy bel to paws ou thu last days march 
ware a swells Land the roaly 9 fall of wat 
@ Lay of mother day would i all yrobatiity have ren 
dered tha nop eal 

The ,arnivon of Fonduherrs necet hng to the best ac 
counts winch the iTunt al Could pr cure was cmposd 
of 1900 oF 2090 Dur point Ex itd nearly $000 sepoyn 
The atrineth ot the Hest h admiral, when be muche 
feom fort St David cexclurrve of 120 Dutch, lent fam 
there settl ments ind 2000 blacks) consisted of 2000 ba 
ropean toops, 143 astill.sy men with 1007 seamen out 
of whith were lovt dung the siego, 757 soldiers, 43 at 
tiery men md 25 seamen Lhe enemys are said to 
Wave lost 400 mei an the cruise of the sie 

the faregums account 1 taken prmeapally from the 
adwurals public dispatches aud docs not difer materially 
from that given by Collis fiom the information of tis 
son ‘That author adde huwercr, a very just thoueh 
short emcomum on the admirals conduct ‘He cm 
wcted sive be, hue sete ably that the enemy 
haver rintored to molest him rnd, thiough the whole of 
ths unucecenful expedition bine! hi welf as able a 
kineral or Tand eficer at he bal beforc done am bis own 
propa line of save for noe timinder whateres comld 
hnse done more than bia elf with the «wail and weon 
auduiabh force he had ender bis crdors” 

Intutlence was Tex etved 1m the ust Indica soon alter 
Qu thove event, that prace wee conclodd at Att la 
Chvpete but crremst mces rendered the continuance 
vf the admiral m that pat¢f the world neceenry fur 
some trmt longer This an at haz pened proved unformn 
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nate, for a violent storm ansing on the 13th of April, 
the Namuy of 74 guns, the admural's flag ship, tegether 
wath the Pembroke of 60 guns, aud Apollo hospital sip, 
as well a» the greatest part of their crews, were uuhap- 
Pily lost the following day The admual, captan, and 
bevera) of the officers, were providennally ou shore * 

Te aflans which detamed the advarral in India bemg 
nspatched, he sailed from fort St David on the 19th of 
October 1740, and came to anchor at St. Helcn’s on the 
Jath of Apul followmg In the month of June 1751, he 
‘was appornted one of the lords commisnoners of the ad- 
muralty, @ sfuation which he continued to hold during 
Hile, and about the same tue he was elected one of the 
elder brethren of the Erumty house 

Ta 1755, he was promoted to be vice aduurat of the 
blue , and hosties commencing with France soon after, 
Ne was seut wath a aquadion of eleven sai) of the line 
ant a triyate, to crue on the banks of Newfoundinod, 
for the ptr pose of snterce pting a French equadron bound 
tw the viverdt Gawience Ihe groater pait of the French 
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ahips escaped, by taking a rovte that had never before 
Pop agora on by ise of battle shups, but two of them, 
the Aleade and Lys, were taken = [e was a circumstance 
somewhat mngular, that by the capture of the Alcide, 
M de Haquart, who commanded he:, became « third 
tame Boscawen’s prsoner He bad taken that officer 
first m the Medea, m 1744, when im command of the 
Dreadnought secondly, in the Diamond, when m com 
iand of the Namur, 10 Anson’s schon with de la Jon- 
quiere, in May, 1747, and @ third tame in the Alcde, as 
above stated 
(On bis return to port from this crusse, Boscawen thd 
‘not accept any command til February 1786, when being 
ced fo the rank of admural of tbe bias, be wes ap 
pomted commander in chief of the fleet equapped to cover 
thy descent at, and mege of Lowsbourg On the arrval of 
the fret, winch consuted of twenty three sail of the Line, 
atx fryates, and several sloops and smaller vessela at Ha 
hiax, esrly m May, the admiral was jorned by general 
Awbert and the army ‘The necessary arrangements 
Deng made, the fleet, which, mcludmg transports, now: 
ses thal ror a oor teat ienas cy carplatae no, 
Lyaneived « Linge raft woth & greet meny men droing towards me 
Wen acai near, Equitted the Dasut, and ih groai difficulty swam 
HL, kad, by du wolstance of one ¢f the quarier guoners, got | Ite 
The sagt je med to be the Namur » booms As soon aa we were: we 
tanked tht boom «ose together, and fastened & plank across, RA 
a a ane a Ba ee Sie 


Wong soo alter the seme were ne 
Our era: tom upriic dows, bet providenually with the favs of ome man 


‘About Cour o% lov we atrask ground with the boor very 
utr sebile all thet survived gat on abore After returning God thanks 
(F lun altwont mnipucalons goodgeas ine or I= ws, we took etch 
{Uh hand, Cir at was not yet day, and trusty stall 10 di 
dike fet tn fod see pace 
"abere we 
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amounted to one bundred and fifty seven sail, hava 
vu board an army of 12.000 mea, sailed from thence on 
the %eb of May On the Sud of June, the fleet anchored 
im Gebarus bay, about seren mules to the westward of 
Loumbourg Commodore Darell, who was ordered to ex 
plore the coast, was of opiaion that the troopy might bu 
Tanded under cover of some fngat.s, 1n 4 small bay, with 
out much danger from the surf, wach by mt violence m 
many places made the coast accessible udoural Sov 
cawem accordingly pave orders for seven frigates to place 
themyelves opp ite tw the enemy s batteries, and cover 
the dedarkation, which was effected with the greatest 
order and regulanty, under the command ot bagadier 
beveral Bolte, au deface of a heavy fire of cannon and 
ausketiy from the enemy, who fled and abandoned thent 
works oa the approa.h of the Brith troopy, leaving be 
lund them several caunon aud mortars Hy this tine 
the parf bepan to break with such violevee as to dank 
Amany of the boats to pieces sever if soldiers aud seamen 
were drowned, aud the awmamtion greatly damaged 
Notwithatanding thew dithcultes the troopa were all 
Jiuded Vefore mght The weather now became tem 
Pestuous, and continued so for several days, which cut olf 
all commumcatiom with the Acct 
General Amberst, a he advanced, drove the enemy 
from then out posts, and ovliged them to t uke shelter 1n 
the town, against which, by the 25th, be had excited 
tenes, and opened upon it with gieat suieos Un the 
asth the enemy sunk a ship of the line, a f1ate, aud 
two Corvettes uutove the mouth of the harbour On the 
2lvt of July, the Entiepiensnt of 74 guns, tovk fue, and 
detore at could be extinguished she blew up and the 
dunes communicating totwo othe: oh pr, they were alsa 
destroyed Shere remained now but two sup» of the 
live tn the harbour, which the adnural was determiued 
etther to take 01 destroy For this purpose, on the 26th 
at night ie ordered 000 seamen to be vent 10 the boats 
of the deet, under the command of captaus Leforey and 
Ballour wie 1owed mito the harbour, and executed this 
service with the gieatest resolution and bravery, amidst 
an ivesant Gre trom the enemys ships aod batteries 
Captain Leioivy boa ded Ia Paudente, but finding she was 
4piound, and also nioored with a stionz bam, le eet hor 
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fasent, the other ship, was exrried by 
wud towed an’o the hE harbour 

ihe enemy « abipa bemg all erther taken or destroyed, 
admiral Boscawen informed the general that he w » de 
termmea the next mormng (the 26th) to send mx Bail of 
the line into the harbour , but before that period, M de 
“Yeucour, the gavernor of Louwboure deured to capi 
“alate, and the same evening the terms of surrender were 
agreed tn 

‘On jos retura to Pagland in November, Boscawen re 
“ened the thanks of beth houses of parhament, and on 
the end ot Febraay 177 he was by hus m yesty com 
piund sworn + rournber of the privy counail and took 
seat at che board iccordingty Immediately afterwards 
he was ie v¢sted with the connnand of a squadron cou. 

sting of f uitecn sail of the hne sud two trix 
ordered tothe M ditert meas Hi sailed from St Halen 
on the Leth of Apat end ammediately after bis asaya 
on hw station, reputed tof ulon of whieh port he 
cauned for sou days an bopes of provoking M de la 
Coc, ®ho lay with @ squadron consistin... of twels4 large 
siops and thive frites to come out and engage him 
fan ing the coemy unwilling to hazart a battle, Boscn 
wens utshrec oF his sbipe Close mto the hathour symouth, 
to ste mye the dastiuctm cf evo French sbips which lay 
tiave Cagun Suh Callison alice who the former 
war hel sienilaed Inmelf greatly na eumtar en 
ad the comm ind md would bave succeeded cool 
Comage base mnsured muccus fut the fire of several 
Ly masked batteries which were not Lnoun to the 
axa hilaots wy til they felt the werht of therm shot vom 
Pelled the Brosh squa tron fo retire ater bavrug m the 
most <pintid manner perscrvercd m the attack for up 
‘‘Wardsufthree hours They rtecmpte ! with equ ilgallanny 
to distros two for + which defuuled the entrance, and 
cannonaded them for a considerable time with the greatest: 
yhacuty but hndins at length that the anpersorty of the 
‘enciny rendcred all attempts ineffectual, the 1eve141 com 
mn re were ruluctautly oblized to ebandon an eter 
Free m which they conld not be said to have gamed 
ny thing but hononr 

Ihe ships being towed ont of the reich of the enem: 
Gn though net without zome difficulty, the admiral tound 


































BOSCAWEN 233 
at necessary to proceed to Grbreltar, an well for the pur 

Pose of refitting those ships, as to furnuh the squadiou 
‘with water and other stores ‘The French commander, M 
dela Clue, taking advantage of the absenioe of the Brit 

squadron, put tosex with eleven sat! ofthe hne, two fifties, 
and two frigates, and stood over to the Barbary coast, m 
hopes of being able to clude the vigilance of the Brits ad 
‘tial, but Boscawen bad stationed his craweis ro ude 
ciously, that he had early mtelhgence of the approach of 
the French fleet On the 7th of Aug 
evemng, the Gibraltar made the «111 
ance, fourwen aml, on the Barbary shore, to the eastward 
of Ceuta The admiral got under sal as fast an poamble, 
and was out of the bay before ten o clock, with fourteen 
aail of the Line, a frigate, and a fire whup At dayhght the 
next morning, he got nght of seven ot the enemy's sips 
to the weatward, and made the signal for a general chase 

A fresh gale brought the Bratrsh ships fant up with them, 
ll about noon, when at fell almost calm About h ult past 
two the bcadmost slaps bez in to engage , but Boscawen 
an the Namur could not 4ct mp with the Prench admiral 
an the Ocean ull near four A spirited contest enmued be 

tween the two commanders in chicf for about half an hour, 
when the Namur hating ket her mzen mast, ind both 
topsati yards shot away, de Ia Clue made off with all the 
sa be tonld cay Admnral Bowawen theu abitted tus 
flag to the Newark, and soon after the Centaur of 74 cune 
struck Leaving a ship of the line 1m charge af the prise, 
the admnal puramed the enemy all mgbt At dayhght 
on the morning of the 19th, only four of then ships were 
an might, and those making for Lagos bay At mine o cloch 
threo of them came to an anchor, the Ocean ran amon,; 
the breakers, and soon after her masts went by the board 

The Intrepid and America were sent to destioy bet, and 
upon the latter firme a few shot, she struck bir colows 

When captain Kirk took posseemon of her, he learnt that 
‘M de la Clue bad deen dangcruudly wounded, and with 
some other officers weie put on shore The Ovean way 
fawnd to be so fant aground, that 2t was ampossible to get 
her off, taptun Kuk therefore took out the remutnder of 
hei crew, and set the ebip on fire Of the otber shups.one 
‘was driven on shore and burot, and two taken, eo that 
the whole loss to the enemy amounted to three sail of the 
lune captuicd, and tuo destroyed The loss sustained by 
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the British fleet m the ev,agement, amounted to 55 men 
Lilled, and 196 wonnded ” That of the enemy could not 
be ascertained, but must bwve becn infinitely more severe 
M do is Clur died soon after of his wonnde* 

‘On bis return to Prgland after th signal victory, ad 
wural Hoscawen waa mont graciunsly recessed 15 the 
Amz, who orderd bim « present of £500 to buy a 
sword, and ia the nionth of December following was 
declared xeneral of the marincs, with a silary of £3 000 
ayear The mageti ates of Edinburgh about the same 
tame prisentid him with the freedom of their uty ma 
guld box The epint and cuergy displayed by Mr Pite 
fat thm time fused + con,cuial feeling into the admins 
tration, who revlsid to follow up the succemiul blow 
atrnck ut the encmy both by sea and Iiad To carry 
Chu purpove into effict they obtazned a vote of 31,045 
seamen, and 18,305 murmes for the service of the ve 
1700 Admuals Hawke and Bnwawen were appor! 
fo the vammand of the Channel fleet, aud to rel 
eich other is it migbt be nevenary Boreawen sailed 
from Pista uth on tin. 6th of Pebruay, for ht» old ata 
thaw in Quiberou bay, with a squdron of an wail of the 
line to wateh the shittered remains of Confans fleet, 
which im the preuidine November hal Leen defeated by 

wie He wae not howsver long able to heep 
station, bung driven bck to Spithuad by tempestuons 
weatber, bulore the end of the mouth On the 16th of 
February he put to ea a necond time ea.er to return to 
that epot where ins spint aud atalties were Likely to be 
serviceable to i» county but being again unfortunate 
enough to meet wrth contuved and violent gales of wid, 
lawing contrary to bis course, he was obliged on the 
th to put mato Plymouth, several of the abrps belouging 
to bas aquadion being very mucb shattercd, and the Ra 
marlies of 90 guns loat, with all her crew, except 4 wid 
abipman and twenty five seamen On the 9th of March, 
ne again sailed for Quiberon bay, havmg shifted bis fi 
on board the Namur, where he continued till At 
‘hen he wae reheved by Sir Faward Hawke 
the lavt pubhe service done by tht brave officer, who if 
he bad an equal, had no superior He died at his sat 






































9.35 0 ranaing cit ncuron wu oot plewed wu the cundaet 
‘of ars of ts cnputay nl as oud Te att day tar he bath 
nile, Bs aught bate been 8 gros dead better 
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at Hatebland, near Guildford, of a bihous fever on the 
20th of January, 1761, m the Sfteth year of brs age, 
miversally regretted by bis brother officers and the pub 
ic at large He was a thorough seaman, strongly at 
tached to his profession, and always ready to quit a hfe 
of comparatie ease at the admiralty (of which he con 
tinued G11 bis death as one of the lords commussioners), 
aud to engage with elacrity in any service that hin 
colleagues at the bosrd mbt require him fo ander 
take. He hes mterred in the parnh church of St 
Michael, at Penkevel, m Cornwall, where a monument 
of exquisite workmanship, dengned by Mr Adam, and 
executed by Mr Rysback, stands erected to his memory 











SIR GFORGE POCOCK, kh B 
1706—1792 


Sin Gnonox Pocock was born on the 6th of March, 1706, 
waa the son of the Rey ‘Thomas Pocock, oue of 
the chaplains of Greenwich hospital, by Margaret bis 
wife, graud daughter of Sir Christopher Turner, kat, 
one of the barons of the exchequer, m the reign of 
Charles If He entesed the nary in the twelfth yewr 
of bia age, ond acrved under hus uncle Sir George Byng, 
afterwards viscount Tornngton, in the memorable ox 
pediton ta the Mediterranean, sn 1718, which terminated 
to highly to the honour of the Brituh arms, and contr: 
Buted to the restoraton of the peace which gave nearly 
twenty years’ repose to the marinme powers of Rurope 
Having passed through the subordimate stations in 
the navy with approbation and credst, Pocock, mn 1732, 
was appounted first lieutenant of the Namar, and 
on the Ist of August, 1738, he was promoted to the rank 
of post captain, and received the cowmand of the Ald 
dorough fngate, m which sup be nnmediately anbed to 
the Mediterranean, to Jom the <quadron on that station, 
under the command of rear admiral Haddock, where 
contunued till 17at | When war was formally deriared 
agmust Spmn, m 1729, the squadron in which captun 














2% NAVAL HISORY 


Pocock served bad the good fortune to make several rich 
captures Among these were two rich stipe from the 
Caraccas, benides several of very gucat though sofenor 
value, and a copnderable nuroier of privatecre When 
he returned home, in August, 1742 be wae appomted to 
the Woolwsch, and employed as a ciutser in the Chaunel 
or North wea, until 1744 when he commanded the Su 
therland 2 1 cua up and 1a April 1749, be proveeded 
co the Fast Indus with tour of the company » ships 
under his prvetin OF bis mrvices, durmg ins ab 
erave op that atition, we have no particular, as the 
enmplexion of Furs x0 the fast Indits at that time wi 
pasnive un{ tanjwil and conseguintly unfavomable ty 
the labours of the naval bistorien but probrbly his 
fame war judiciously employed in acqanim a knawled.e 
of the Indian eens, afterwards « noene of a part of hts 
aplendil achievements 

On lng return frow India he was ordered to the West 
Indies where, on the death of commodor. Logg. which 
Aéppened on the 19th of September 1747, he succeeded 
th the command in chiet on the Baibadoes stition, and 
wwards the cnd of the followin. ycar he greatly dio 
tingunvtied bine lf by the activity and jndgment with 
which be stationed bis crussers tor the pm» pore of inter 
cepting the Fretch convoy fiom Furope which had been 
a eucccantully attiched iemediately on its quitting 
Pranec, by adnmat Hawhe*® Ry thi means nearly 
forty of the cnemy s revels were captured by himmvelf 
or the cruivers acting under Ins orcers exclumve of 
Those c ipturcd 10 cousequence of then complete dumper 
tion by Srflcrent privateers 

‘Tbe war being trrnunated soon wins these events br 
the treaty of Are In Chapelle captsm Pocock remained 
anemplayed tl tho end of 1754, whem he was appointed 
to the Gumberland of 56 guus, in which sbrp be outed 
to the bast indies, making prrt of » squadron under the 
command of 2 mai Watson The Briteh empire 
an India was at this period am its rnfaney, and assatted 
bi vanioas enemies, natve and European ‘The firet 
oy riton of the fet «1s agarast the fortress of Goualt, 
the rea lence of tae Famous Anti, the moat powerful 
fasal ponce an Indi) which after an obstinate reaut 
ance wis reduced 
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On the ath of Jane, 1735, Pocock was advanced to the 
reuk of a flag officer, beng made rear admural of the 
white, and the followmg year was farther promoted to 
be rear admural of the red squadran. In 1757 he asueted 
at the recovery of Calcatts, fiom the nabob Surajah 
Dowlah, and sfterwards served at the reduction of Chan- 
aorpagore, the principal settlement of the French m 
Bengal, and a place of grout strength, mtuated on the 
river Hogbley, a httle above Calcutta. 

On the death of vice admiral Watson, which happened 
at Calentta, on the loth of August,1757, a short time after 
the redaction of Chandernagore, Pocock succeeded to the 
cinef command of his mayesty's ships im the East, and 
on the Slat of January, 1758, he was advanced to be 
vice-adyanal of the red. As the season now approached 
when it was hnghly probable that a French squadron 
would appear in the Indian seas, adural Pocock took 
every precaution to be prepared to give them & warm 
receptian. In the month of March he was jomned in 
Madras road by commodore Stevens, with a Temforce 
‘ment from England of four sail of the hne and s frigate, 
wheu the qaadion under lus cooimand conssted of the 
following vessels . 


Gun Men. Commanders. 
‘Vice adm Pooock 














‘Yarmouth cy 35 
Capt. 5. Harmon. 
‘Commodore Rtevens. 
Bhaabeth . . 64. 895. {cope ‘Kempenfelt 
Tiger. - 00 40. . T. Latham, 
Weymouth . .60 . 420. . N. Vincent. 
Cumberland . 86 . 380. .  W. Brereton. 
Salsbury... 50. . 200. . 4.8 Somerset 
Newcastio . . 50 300. . George Legge. 


‘With the Queenborough fngate and Protector store alup. 


With thus force under bus command, the admiral put 
to sea from Madras roud on the 17th of April su search 
of the French squadron, which be had intelligence was 
on the coast, or expected davly to arrive. He steered. 
first for Negapstam, and afterwards for fort St. David, 
where, about haif past mane o'clock on the morning of 
the 20th, he discovered seven siups geting under 
from the road, and two which were cromng 1m tue 
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offing. Tins was the squadron of winch the Bnnsh 
Commanter was in search, end the strange ships not 
anawormg the private ngual, be mamediately ordered a 
Geceral chase The enemy, under the command of tbe 
count d’Aché, one of the bravest and best officers, that 
‘the Precch marme produced, formed the ne of 
‘Wattle ahead on the starboard tack, standing to the east 
ward ander thesr topaaiis, with the wind nearly south 
About three o'clock m the afternoon, the van of the 
Brush squadron beg then nearly within random shot 
Of the enemy, the admiral bore dows to the Zodiaque 
of 74 guns, which ship carned the flag of the French 
commander m-chief After receiving the fira of the 
dafforent slips astern of the count d’Aché, aa woll us 
that of the French edwural himself, Pocock would not 
permit a gun to be ducharged frot hus ship, until ba 
had got within putol shot of his antagonut He then 
opened a dreadful fire on the French leeder, and made 
the signal for close actoo Thus was very promptly and 
gullandy obeyed by the van of the Brinsh squadron, but 
greatly to there discredit the Cumberland, Newcastle, and 
‘Weymouth, the skips forming the rear, were at & con 
aderable dutance astern, and appeared remurkably 
dilatory 12 getting ito action, which gave the French 
ships astern an opportanty of Isiug on the edmural’s 
quarter, who sometimes bad three sinpe on hum at once, 
and sever less than two From this circumstance the 
French fleet had nearly surrounded the Brush admiral, 
‘whou ths captains of the above mentioned ships, i 
‘Yetreve their error, made sail, and came to his asmet- 
ance The French commander perceiving that the rear 
of the British Line were now inchned to do ther duty, 
and probably fearing the event of the contest, if be 
continued to fight, broke through the bne, and put be 
fore the wind under a pres of sail, the of the feet 
following bis example, and duchargmg ther broadsides 
4 savoession at the Brituh agere] as they pamsed him 
The ngnal was now made for « general chase, bat the 
Brosh abips which had been im the acton ware by 
this time extremely disabled, partcalarty the admural’s 
whip, the Yarmouth, so that be could net pasubly keep 
‘ap with the squadron, acd the French barmg recesred, 
detween the hours of ‘five and wx, a remforcomant of & 
74 Une of dante skip end a 24 frigate, and evening 
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cemsmg on, be thought proper to recal hus caps, and 
hhuul close on a wind, an the hope of westherimg the 
enemy dunng the night, and by that means compelling 
them to renew the engagement the next warang The 
Queenborough fngate was ordered abesd to keep the 
enemy m mebt, and make the necessary agnals to the 
squadron, but the French neither shewing lights, nor 
meking any mgnals, effected their escape, and at day 
light were totally out of might 

‘The low sustained by the British squadron 1n this eo 
gugement amounted to twenty nine men hulled, and 
eighty nine wonnded The Prench sustained a more 
severe lose, near mx hundred being killed and wounded, 
and the Bion Aumé, one of their finest saps, mounting 
86 guns, but pierced for 74 received ro muck damage 
the ection, that the crew to save their hives were obliged 
to ran her ashore a tle to the southward of Alamparva, 
‘where she was totally lost 

The Pronch retreated to Pondicherry, and the British 
squadroa retumed to Madras, after having crmsed some 
daya withoat having been able to meet with the enemy 
The sbrpe were here refitted with the greatest alecrity, 00 
that by the 10th of May the aduural was enabled to put 
to son Hus princapal olnect was the relief of fort St 
David, which at tine time was bemeged by the French, 
and the troope of the nabob of the Caraaba, bat con 
trary winds, and strong current from the southward, 
Provented him from making much progress, and op the 
hv of June ke received the dusgresable antelhgence 
that the place had been obliged to surrender On thu 
information the admiral returned to Madres to victual 
end water bus ships and, on his arrival, be caused the 

















‘Thus wnplearact though necessary duty beng dus 
patched, the admiral sailed from Madras on the 25th of 
Taly, and the next day took = suow, and burat seven 
small vessels belonging to tho enemy On the evemng 
of the 27th being within three leagues of Pondicherry, 
they dhsvovered the French fleet at anchor, conmsang 
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of exght sml of the hae and a fngate Next mornme 
the count d’Ache got under sal, standing to the south 
ward, 1 hopes of being able to avend the British squa- 
dron, frem the advantage ba possessed if having the 
land breexe Advural Pocock made the mgnal for a 
general chase, bat the French cbupe bemg better satlers, 
‘he was not able to get up with them, and having pursued 
‘them as far as Porto Novo, ke lost mght of them On 
‘the Btth he drove on shore and destroyed a vesse! bound 
to Pondicherry, laden with mnmuniton and mibtary 
stores, which proved a serious loes to the garrison of that 
place, os they were in great want of the articles with 
‘which abe was freighted, and had not the means of obtain 
ang & second supply 

‘On the Ist of Augast, Pocock was once more grahéed 

with a sight of the enemy, but though he used every 
endeavour to bring them to action, and by carrymz 0 
press of sat had gained on them, the cautions conduct of 
count d’Ache, and the superionty of bus ships in point 
of saking, prevented him from being able to bring on an 
engagement, and he agam lost mgt of the enemy The 
admaral, however, persevered in Keeping bw station, and 
Betting mght of the enemy agam, was fortunate enongh 
to bring them to action on the Brd of August Tho sab 
Joined account of the engagement which ensaed, as well 
2 the preceding transactions of the squadron, extracted 
from the journal of an officer on board the sdmiral's 
ehip, wilt be mteresting to the professunal reader, and 
‘will gve to others a very excellent sen of a chase and 
running ight — 

* Anguat 2, 1758, moderate breezes and fat weather, 
the wind from S to S W , at one the enemy was edmog 
down upon uf = ime of battle abreast, the command 
img ebup under her three top eails on the cap appeared to 
be close reefed, and steenng for our centre At half 
pest one, the Cumberland being pretty well up, we made 
‘the signal for the line of battle ahead, and at two it fell 
‘ttle wind, and came round to the southward About 
three our line was well formed, and we stood to the east 
‘ward under our topenils, the fore top sal fall, the main 
‘top-sal square, and the musen top sail sometimes full, and 
sometanes aback, as the duffereat stations in the hne re 
quired = At three we made the signal to speak with tho 
‘Aire-ship, end soon after with ths Queenborvagh , all this 
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fume the enemy continued bearmg down upon us with 
the expe sail, and our squadron contnned m & very re 
gular close ime At fire the enemy's van was upon our 
boam, at about two mules distance, sud about an boar 
after they mado some signals, hauling then wind almost 
immediately, the van ship hosted her top sats, ond vet 
her courtes, the commanding ship housted her top-sals, 
hauled her foretack on board, and stood close upen a wind 
fo the 8 Em shost ten unnates | When chet ohip had 
got before our beam, we mads the agnal for our ¥: 
Ei, nod stand oo, which we did with the whole squadron 
under our top emits and fore sail The enemy from dark 
till eleven oclock made several mgnals by guns, and 
Judging by the sound they were firing on our quarter, 
‘concluded they bad tacked, upon which, a btdle before 
twelve, we made the signa? to wear, ana wore with the 
‘whole squadron to the westward 

* August 3, 1788, moderate and fur weather At four 
AM. the Salsbury made the ngnal for seeing four sat 
tothe N W At five A M we saw the French squadron 
adout three mules to the wostward of ms,im a hue of 
battle shead, standing to the southward, we then made 
the signal for the battle ahead, which was very soon 
formed At sx Negapatam bore WS W hall W do 
tance about three leagues At exght minutes past seven, 
we made the mgnal for the Tiger and Cumberland to 
make more sail At twenty minutes past scven, we stood 
to the 8 E im well formed line, the enemy's van at the 
same time bearmg W half N diant about four ules, 
At half past eight, the enemy’s van began to edge down 
upon ne At forty mnntes past eight, made the mgnal 
for the Tuer and Etizabeth to change places Ine 
of battle, and at forty five minates past pine, the Tiger 
made the Balebury « signal to close the line At ten, the 
enemy bore away, asif they mtended to run under the 
tern of the rear of our hne At ten mynuten after, we 
tuade the mgzal for the leading ships to steer two ponte 
away from the former course We edged away, and 
steered south At twenty five munutes past ten, wade the 
‘Weymouth’s, and the Weymouth the Newcastle's signal 
to close the Line Prom this tune tell twenty mmntes pest, 
leven, we were employed m towing particular sbrps into 
ther stations, for there was isttle or no wind, and the 
squadron 1m some disorder At twenty munutes pest 
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clevan, the sea breexe set 20 from the 8. B. which brought 
‘the enemy on our larkourd and Jee quarter. At half past 
leven, the enemy's van was on our lee beam, dwtant 
bout ons male and a half, At noon our squadron was 2 
‘& very good fine, and preparing te bear down on the 
enemy. Tho Biaabets and Queenborough repented all 
the mgnals we mi durmg the action. 

+ August 738, moderate and far At twenty mi 
‘nutes past twelve P.M. made the leading ships’ mgnal to 
steer atx. pornts from the former course, our equadron be- 
wag then im a well formed close ne At fifty hve mnates 
past twelve, made the rear ship's mgoal to close the ne, 
‘At one, took 1m our top-gallant sails. At thw tame the enemy 
soomed to be drawn up in « half moon, thar van and 
rear beng to windward of ther centre. At twenty mi- 
nutes after one, observmag the French adaurel mede the 
ugnal to eugage, and their van ships beginning to fire 
on the Rhasbeth, we tmmetsenly male the agual oe 
engaging sleo, wis by the Blazabeth and 
Queeuborough, und obeyed by the whsle equedren Ta 
ten tamates after, the French admaral set his foresail, 
and kept more away The rest of the squadron did the 
same, and thetr ine wes soon broken The nder 
of the action was 8 running fight At thirty five mincte 
Past one, the aguel for the hne was shot away, ani 
Another instantly howted Two minutes after that, car 
youn top ail yard was sbot down on the cap, and the 
main tap mast much damaged at the same time, At for- 
ty five minutes past one, the signal for battle was shot 
away again, and another hosted directly. At two, the 
enemy's leading ship 1 the van put before the wind, 
having cut away her mien mast on account of the sail 
being an fire The French admiral put before the wind 
aight minutes after, and was followed by all the ships of 
the enemy, from the van to the contre. At twenty-five 
» the enemy's rear put before the wind, 
‘we made the aignal for « close engage- 
ment, thet our ships might bear down se fast as posmible 
after them, At fifty munutes past two, the enemy wore, 
and hanied up a ttle to the southward, as we did at the 
same time, At three, made the general signal co chase, 
at the same nme hauled down thet for the kine of battle 
and close engagement, making all the sax! we coold after 
them The enemy being at too great a dmtance for us to 





























After yommg our ships to leew! 
hhoulad close to the wind, with the larboard tacks on 
board , at «bt we made the agnal, and avchored in mine 
fathom water Carcal W half N distant about three or 


‘Tho loss sustamed by the English m thu encounter, 
mmounted to thirty one killed and one hundred and sx- 
teen woanded, among whom were commodore Stevens, 
and captain Marna, who commanded the Cumberland, 
‘Toe les of the enemy was mock mara severe, apwarts 
ve hundred and fifty men bemg kalled and wounded, 
pebacl the latter of whom wero the French chef d escadre 
und bis captams After the enzagemsnt the enemy fled 
to Ponduberry road, and from thence, having repnired 
ther damages, to the Mauntus, thus leaving the com 
wand and sovereignty of the Indsap seas to the English 
edwiral, whooe fleet from the beginning of the war bad 
‘been much inferior to the French squadron in number 
of ships and wen, as well as in weight of metal 

‘Adsoural Pocock proceeded with his squadron to Bom 
Day, where be continued during the winter monsoons, 
pocordmg to the general custom on that station, xt beng 
extremely dangerous to remain on the coast of Coroman 
del during that period of the year Whilst im port he 
‘was mdefatigable in his exertions to put hs squadron into 
the bent state of equipment, so as to enable him to deter 
‘ame with the French edmaral whch of them wea master 
at sea He sued from Bombay on the t7th of April, 175ny 
and arnred off the wland of Ceylon before the French 
had taken their departure from the Maunteas Here be 
continued to cruise tll the Ist of September, when want of 
‘water obliged him to quit hu station, and proceed to 
Trocomalee The next day the French fleet was di 
covered by the Revenge, a frigate 1p the East Indx 
‘Company's service, which the admural, m the absence of 
the Brush squadron, bad directed to crase m the ene- 
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my 6 track, 1m order to obtau the earliest intelligence of 
ther approach The Ravenge having communicated to 
admura} Pocock that the enemy # squadron was in mgbt 
be immediately made the ngual for = general chase, 
‘ard stood to ven under a press of sail The count é Acht, 
‘according to bis usual practice, thongh he posseroed & 
supenority of two alupe of the line, thought proper to 
eokine an engagement, nor could Pocock bring bum to 
schon, though every mancuvre was tried for thst pu 
pose which the most expert seamanship could dictate 
‘The adverse fleets continued thres days 18 might of each 
‘other, but naver within gun-shot, and the weather proving 
haay, the Preach at length effected ther escape Dut 
4m his hopes of an engagewent from having 
lowe eigist of the enemy, Pocock steered directly to Pon 
dicherry, to whul place he conyectured they were bound, 
and where he fortunately arnved eight hours before the 
French admiral The particulars of the acton which 
ensued, and the anbsequent transactions, we cannot ve 
with more propriety than 10 the gallant admirals own 
words 
"1 armed off Pondicherry on the 6th, early in tho 
‘morning, and saw no shop m the road, bat at one im the 
afternoon we discovered the onemy tothe south cast, and 
by three Lounted thirteen sail We were then steering 
to the southward with the sea breeze, and to provent 
their pawing ua kept # good look out the following day 
At two 1m the afternoon of the 9th, the wind «pnoging 
up, I made the mgual for 2 general chase, and at four 
theur squadron appeared to be formed su a jane of battle 
abreast, steering night down upon us In the evenug 1 
ondered the Revenge to keep during the night between 
ar aquadron and the enemy 4, to observe their motuons 
On the toth, at ax im the morning, the body of the 
French aquadrop bore 8 B by 8 distant exght or mine 
agile, and was formed im 9 line of battle abend, on the 
starboand tack We continued beating down upon them 
m a line of battle abreast, with the wind about NN W 
At Gre wmmutes past ten’ the enemy wore, and formed 
the ne ahead on the larboard tack At Sve minutes after 
eleven we did the vame, and kept edging down upon 
thera At ten minutes past two 1m the afternoon, the 
Yarmouth bemg nearly abreast of the French admirals 
‘Sevend in therear,and within nusket-ebot,M d Achémade 
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the mgnal for bate I mmedistely dd the same, ou 
‘whuch both squadrons began to casnonade each other 
with great fury, and continued hotly engaged until ten, 
munates after for, when the enemy's rear begat to give. 
‘way, the Sunderland baring got up some trme before, and 
engaged ther sternmost ship; ther ventre very soon 

did the vame Ther van made sail, aud stood on, 








yaiten mast and main top mest shot away, and appear 
ang to be greatly disabled. The Newcastle was much 
dasaaged so ber mosste, yards, and ngging, avd the Cum 
berlaud and Sahsbury x2 our rear wera not in a condition 

¢ aml Tho Yarmouth bad her fore topeall shot 
away in the slings, and the Grafton ad Eirsabeth, 
though none of their masta or yarda (ell, were greatly 
4uabled m them and ther ngging , #0 that the Wey 
mouth and Sunderland were the only ahipe that bad not 
suffered, becauae they could not get properly into action, 
occamomed by M d'Ache’s begrmming to engage before 
they could clue, so thet by those means they were 
thrown ont of the engagement, seven of our ships oaly 
tustaraing the whole fire of the enemy's flvet tll near 
the conciumon, and then no more than eight. 

‘The enemy conunued their retreat to the southward 
untl dark, at whuh time I ordered the Revenge to keep 
between us and the enemy, to observe their motions, and 
Yronght to with the squadron on the larboard tack, in 
order that the dwabled ships mght repair therr damages. 
At daylight 1m the morning we saw the enemy to the 
8 8. lywe to on the larboard tack, aa we wore, about 
four leagues distant, the wind beng about W. The 
enemy upon seeing our squadron immediately wore, and 
‘brought to on the other tack, controwng so unl mght, 
when their distance was so much mcreased that wa could, 
scarcely discover them from the mast head At thie ome 
the wind comng from the southward, I made the mgnal, 
wore, and stood under ap easy sail to the N. W. the 
Sunderland baving the Newcastle in tow, the Weymouth 
the Tiger, and the Ehsaboth the Camberland On the 
18th at dayhght, we saw the ships in Negepatam rond, 
and seeing nothing of the enemy, at ten o'clock m the 
ferencon I anchored with the squadron about threc leagues 

Oz 
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to the southward of that road, and 19 the evening drs 
Patched the Revenge to Madrac, with letters to the 
Governor and council. On the 25th, 1m the evoumg, we 
‘eteod mnto the road, and having anchored, contmoad re 
peiring our damages and refitung the squadron untl 
‘the 26th, by which Ome, having put the sfsps in as good 
condition for earvice es the time permitted, I weighed at 
five o'clock that mornmg, sinod to the northward, and at 
sax was joined by the Revenge from Madras, woo brought 
saxty three men belonging to the Bridgewater and Triton, 
who had been exchanged at Pondicherry, und ten sen 
impressed from the Calcutta indsawan, whom I or 
dered on board the Tiger and Newcastle, those ships 
having suffered most im their men 

*On the 27th, at daylight m the morning, F was close 
sm with Pondicherry road where the French squadron 
‘was lying at anchor 1m a imme of battle As attacking both 
the ships end fort st the same trae did not aust our con 
diton, E made the signal for the squadron to draw ute a 
line of battle ahead, upon the starboard tack, the wind 
derngoff shore, and about WS W Welay with our top 
nals to the mast, just Keeping a proper stesrage way for 
the line to continue well formed Being in thuveituation, 
the French admiral made the mgoal at mx clock ¢o 
heave a peak, in half an bour after, to wagh, and by 
the time all their squadron, winch conmsted of eleven 
aul of the line and two frigates, was under enil, it wae 
uear ten oclock, at which ume we were to leeward 
Of them, as Lofore mentioned, expecting they would bear 
down directly and engage But instead of taking thet 
atep, M d Aché made the mgnal far hua squadron to keep 
close to the wind, and also to make sail, stretching away 
to the southward in « line of battle ad, by which 
ithed of acting they increased their distance from about 
@ random shot at daylight, to near four leagues to wind 
ward at munect| Had they cut or slzpped their cables 
on first ducovanng us, we must have come to an sobon 
by aeven o'clock , and after they got under sail, had they 
bore directly, cught have been close alongnda by eleven. 
Finding by ther manner of working a great dumnchan 
tuoe to come to & second nenon, I desired the opumon of 
the rear adusrral and captarns, who all agreed, that as the 
Bresent condition of the squadron would not parmrt 06 
to follow them to the southward, st would be most advix 
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ale te proceed to Madras accordingly we anchored 
there on the 28th um the evening” 

‘Ln thus engagement the Baghsh lost above 300 killed, in 
cluding captamn Mache, who commanded tha Newcest 
captam Gore of the mannes, two heutensnts, a master, 
gunner, and bostewain the captums Somerset and 
Brereton, with about 25¢ wounded, many of the 
ahnps were consderably damaged The loss of the French ws 
supposed to have been very considerable, as their shyps 
‘ware crowded with men ‘The French made the best of 
their wey to the Maaritias, and thus left the English 
‘the undisputed command of the Indian seas, winch «a 
periority was «tll more confirmed by the arrival of roar 
‘admiral Cormsh with four ships of the hoe, on the 18th of 
October Inthe spring, admiral Pocock retarned to Eng 
land, leaving the command m the Indian seas with 
‘admiral Stevens, and on hus arrival he wae honoured 
‘with the order of the Bath, and promoted to be admiral 
of the blige, as a reward for bit woportant services in 
Tndva, and received the thanks of parhament The court 
of directors also, as a testimony af their grattnde, pro- 

to \miral, either to place bis statue tn mar 
Ne, or hie portrait im their hall, the admiral preferred 
the first, as it would be a more lasting memonal, apd an 
elegant statue of Pocock, together with another of lord 
Chve, now adorn one of the princspal apartinents of the 
India Hoose 

‘Admural Pocock was not allowed to remamn long un 
employed, he had only returoed to England m Septem 
Ber, and oo war beng declared against Spawn, on the 
4th of Junaary, 170%, he was again called upon to asouns 
the commana of an expedition to the West Indies, which 
‘Was thon determmed upon 

Thw was the memorsble sxpedsuon agamet the Ha 
‘yannah, the capital of Cubs, one of the most dariug and 
beat conducted enterprises of ite magnitude that was 
ever undertaken by any natn, and which would bare 
ushered in the new reign of George 11, under tho most 
brilitant auspices, hed the munustry at home conducted the 
nanonel affairs with an energy equal to that of the aval 
and mubtary oGicers abroad The announcement of the 
famuly compact between the prasces of the house of Bour- 
Yon, who occupied the thrones of France and Spam, 
‘waa the canse of the declaration of war against the Latter 
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oeantry, and the expedition agsunst the Ravacush, bat 
eo prevent thove apprehensions and precautions on the 

‘which the direct equipment and saling 
armament from England wonid probably 
‘rue to, Ser Goorge Pocock sailed from Bt 
the Sth of March, with only four sail of the 
Ime, one frigate, and some transports, op board which 
were embarked four regunents of unfantry On his 
arrival w the West Indies, April 22, be atmamed the 
Ghsef command of his majesty s stips, which composed a 
Powerful feet, conniating of twenty six ships of che Line, 
fifteen fesgates, and a conuderable number of «loops of 
war and bombs, making altogether a fleet of more than 
tity veasela of war After 2 very fortinate passage 
through the old straits of Buhama, a navigation of com 
nderable difficulty for so lange « fleet, the armament ar 
nived off the Havanneh on the Oth of June, 1702 The 















same day he sued direchons ta the captains of the fleet 
and masters with regard to the landing of 
the army, which consuted of 10,000 men, unt the com 
mand of the earl of Albemarie, and having appointed 


commodore Keppel to conduct that part of the sernce, 
leaving with him six sail of the line and frgates, he 
bare away, to decrive the cnemy, with thirteen sail of 
the Ine, two fngates, the bomb vessels, und thirty sal 
of vietuail.rs and store abip1 and ran down off the kar 
‘bour as if he mtended to attach st In the harhour wers 
twelve Spanish shipe of the tine, and several merchant 
veocla Tha vext morning the admiral embarked the 
wmarines m the boats aud made a fernt of landing about 
four miles westward of the town Thus stratagem had 
the deured effect, for about the same time the earl of 
Albemarle landed with the whole army, without oppo 
nition, between the rivers Boca Nos and Coximai, about 
1x miles ta the eastward ofthe Moro castle On the appear 
nce of a body of en near the shore, commodore Kep- 
pel ordered the Mercury and Bouetta sloop to scar the 
bench and woods, and a more connderable body of 
‘troops appearing afterwards, os af they intended to op 
Poe the earl of Alb marle 1n Coximar river, he ordeved 
captun Harvey (afterwards eari of Bristol),m the Dra 
gem, to run in and batter the castle which defended xt, 
‘which 1m a short tune was silenced, and the army paneed 
over unmolestet 





‘On the 6th ke sent two frigates in shore, to sound ap 
near the Puntal fort as they could and along the west shore, 
where they found anchoring ground for three leagues 
down the coast, from twenty to fire fathom water, und 
easy landing for any body of men The same afternoon 
the snemy cuak one of theilemge ships at the entrance 
of the harboar,and another early the next morong On 
the 16th the feat made a dsvernon, and battered 






Ue of Chores, on the west side of the harbour, w! 
greatly facthitated an attack, by the land forces, on the 
Cavanow, a hall above the Moro castle, which was cained 
‘with very Little loss These bomb vessels were ordered to 
anchor at might to throw shells isto the town, which they 





On the 19th, a third ship was aunk at the entrance 
of the harbour, which entirely blocked st up The ad 
saral upon this ordered foar ships of the line to cut, 
nua crumng im the offing, and anchorei 
‘off Chorea river, about four mules to tt 
the Havannah ‘A detachment of seaman and 660 ma 
simes were landed to co-operate with the army in prose 
cunng the siege 

Gn the 10th, the bomb battenes began to play against 
the Moro, but the want of earth retarded the planting of 
the heavy artllery till the Iet of Suly, when it was ar 
ranged between the general and the admiral, that three 
whips abould be placed against the N BE part of the cas 
tle, im order to cammonnde at, while « vigorous attack 
should be made on the land ade In consequence of this 
the Dragon, Mariberough, and Cambrilge, proceeded 00 
attack the Moro, and m order to draw off the oi ye 
attentum from these ships, the Snrimg Castle @ 
reeted to lead in, until the first ship should be pinord 
and then to make sal, and stand out to the fleet, but 
captam Campbell, her commander, having neglected to 
execute hu service in conformity to the orders be bad 
received, was the cause of the Dragon getting aground, 
by which accident she became exposed to a heavy fire 
from the enemy, and was with difficulty got afont 
After the mege, captam Campbell was tred by a court 
martual, and sentenced to be dismussed the eerrice The 
Dragon, Cambridge, and Mariborough, sasteined no 
most furious cannonade, from exght in the morning 
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Captain Goostrey, the brave commander of the Cam 
Bridge, was among the number of the slun after bw 
death, be stup was fought by captam Landsay of the 
Trant frigate who on hu return to England recanved the 


‘On the a8th of July, a practicable breach was made 10 
the Moro castle, and the same day st was carned by 
storm, with vary inconnderable loss on the part of the 
amarante, while the slaughter among the Spanvarde was 
tmmense Don Lome de Valaeco, captam of a stip of 
‘war, and governor of the Moro, made a most gallant de- 
fence, and was mortally yo the storm, defend 
wg the colours sword 1 band and bis second, the 





hus 20n viscount Moro, and dsrected that for ever after 
there should be w ship m the Gpamuh navy called the 


haope eager ator nario 
served to capitulate, und the articles of surrender being 
agreed to, the Britwh forces were put in posscanon of 
the Punta! and Landgate on the 14th In the harbour 
Size nine lree shape of Sho Mae 2m m condeban Sor one 
‘two upon the stocks, and three other sunk at the en 
trance of the harhoar, together with = large galleon, 
‘Without violating the torms of capitalanon, which we 
sured to the inbatitante their private property, the con 
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querors found = booty corapated at neat three milhous 
im money apd merchandise, and the naval and 
mubtary stores delivered up with the town and arsenal. 
Sue Gearge, after the capitulation was executed, wan as 
andustnoas i= the crn] duties attendant on bu bigh 
sation, ns he bad bofors been 10 those of # bowale natare, 
He became the friend and protector of the vanqusbed, 
chueldsag them by every rseans 12 hu power from those 
acts of intemperance @huch, notwithetandiog the best 
regulations, sometmmes take place on such occenons 
Teas to bo regretted, that the distribution of the price 
money for the capture of the Havannah, was by no mena 
conformable ta the 2ules previously observed in the ser 
vice, nor at all agreeable to the maxims of justice 










bravery they had shewn, and the hadshipa they bad 
‘endured on so perdous and fatssus 140, as will be 
ween by the following statement — 
* Abstract of the prise money paud to the navy, for the 
captare of the Havannah, af fire separate payments 
s@ 


fsa 
Admiral Pocock 123,567 10 © 
‘Gomad Keppel 24,580 10 1 
07,325 











42 Captama . LL each 1,900 10 10 
183 Lieutenants 4294 28 — wes 2 
303 Warrant offices 42,014 2 6 — 1a Sit 

1,004 Petty ofhcers 99,404 10 12 wise 
19,100 Seamend&marnes45,947 138 7 — 314 0 


Total 268,002 11 4 
‘The distribution to the army was conducted on a sim 
lar prneaple gosa gad 
Earl of Albemarle 122,097 16 6 
Laect Gen Elhot 24590 10 1 


2 Major Generals . 13,33 1 1 each 6,816 10 6 
7 Bng Generals . 19632 1 1 — ou 7 
Bl Feld Officers 38,002 6 5 — S0¢14 0 
185 Captans . . . 340831310 — 184 4 7 
590 Satnlerms . . COS ILIE — Wo 32 6 
Tes Seneante. . . 0916106 — G18 8 
769 Gorporsls. . . 33 TI0 — 616 6 
13,190 Pavatee - . . Ale Bo | 4B 


‘Total 200,185 11 1 
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‘The courts of Prance and Bpaim were so intimidated at 
‘the conquest of the Havannah, which lad a the mercy 
of Britam all ther settlements mm the West Indus, that 
they immediately commenced negotiations for pence, 
which was conctuded at Paris in the month of Februzry, 
‘1763, om more favourable terms for the enemy thaa the 
great and drithant successes of the Britush arms, 1m every 
quarter of the globe, might seam to yosbfy 
in hus return to England, Sir George Pocock received 
the thanks of beth houses of pariiameat, of the city of 
London, and other public bodies, for bw distinguished 
services 1 the West Indies but never accepted of any 
wubsequont command, and, in 1760, he resigned but 1ank 
as admiral of the blae, apparently 1m disgust, and con 
tinued during the remainder of bus life in peaceful aud 
honourable retrement He dred et bus house un Curson 
street, May Farr, ou the 9rd of Apul, 1702, at tho ad 
vanved age of eughty seven years 

Jt has generally been eupposed that Sir George was 
snduced to withdraw from the sertics tn which be bad 
fo greatly distinguished himself, and in whuh be bad 
‘obtained ‘wealth enough, asthe reward of his successes, 
from a personal foehug of dunppointroent at Bir Charles 
Saunders, bie junwor officcr, having been sppornted treat 
lord of the admuruity in preference to humeelf Te is 
stated, that when he was first informed of the apport 
ment, he went to the gallant Hawke, and complamned 
af the undigmity that had been offired to himself and 
other older flag officers who had equally distingmshed 
thomseles Sir Kdward Hawke was at that moment on 
the point of gong out to wish Ser Chiles Saundere yoy 
of bus appointment, and when he informed Str George 
of tention, the opinion of that great and good man. 
had so much weight with him, as not only to moderate 
dus displeasure, bat even to induce him to adopt 9 arm 
Jas conduct humself His offended pride, though taode- 
tated, was not got rid of, and, some time after, he acted 
upon his first resolauon, and retired frow the serriee for 
ever A perfect evenness af temper cannot always be 
commanded, and © mind too suxeptble to entertain 
supposed indgaitses us often more deserving of pity than 
of condemartion 

After having given the above slastratron of hys teraper, 
‘it we but pust to add the elegant eutpmery of brt charac 
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ter which has heen drawn by Charnock: ¢ It has else- 
where beeu recorded, and with the grosicet apparent 
truth, that his histary, both ia public and private life, 
wos of so exemplary & nature as to demand 2 tibate of 
the highest respect, a tribute most yustly due to the woe 
mory of #0 worthy, so gullet # man, He was admired, 
he was revered, even by his enemies; be was esteemed 
bby all the officers who bad served under him, snd held 
almoat in adoration by every seaman who had ever been 
under his command. Nor were bis private virtasa feos 
the subject of regard and bonour than those of greater 
yd mace pablic notoriery. Aas parent he was, with 
the greatest trth, unequalled; as a brother, most truly 
Denevolent ; and oa a relative, affectionate in the bighert 
dogrea to all his counexions. His modesty rendered 
him onconsclous of his own merits; he added a hune- 
amity, improved by an extensive generosity, which raised. 
him up as a blessing to all bis neighbours whove indi. 
gence called forth his ever attentive bounty. It is said 
of bim, that, unlike most neval oficers, he was mcoet 
known to swear, even oa board lis ship; and as he caz- 
tainly possomsed the greatest courage, so did he anite with 
it che greatest resolution and the most sersne temper.’ 

Huw remains were interred in the family vault at 
Twickenham, near those of bis Indy, by whom he left 
one son, George Pocock, Eaq.; and one daughter, whe 
‘was married to earl Powlet. 
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SIR CHARLES SAUNDERS, k B 
DIKD 1779 


Tas brave snd distinguished officer, to whors fortune was 
Particularly muntficent in affording hrm numerous oppor 
Fumtes of acquirng renown, by duplaying that gallan 
try he naturally possessed, entered at a very early age 
into the service of his country, and paswed through all 
the subordinate stabons of the nary with the approbation 
of hus sapenors He hed attaned the rank of feo 
twmant some nme before the memarable expedinon of 
commodore Anson to the South Sen, and, at the sober 
tahon of that brave and judicious officer, was appointed 
iret heutenant of the Centarion, on board which ship the 
ousted his broad pendant Thus appointment, 
xpress yoquest of wo accurate « judge of navel 
ment, affords © strong presumption, that Saunders bad 
slrondy given & clear promisc, by Ins seal, actuvaty, 
and conduct, that he would prove an honour to the ser 
‘ice, and an ornament and benefit to his country 
‘The squadron under commodore Auson sailed from 
Spithead on the 18th of Septewber, 1740, and the captain 
of the Peart fngate dying on the const of Braxd in tha 
month of January following, ho was advanced to the 
command of the Tryal sloop Saunders shanng the ge 
1 sickness which pervaded the squadron, was at this 
tune dangerously ill of a fever, and obliged to reviam 
ou board the Centurion, so that Mr Saumares, who 
succeeded nm as first Leutenant, was appointed prom 
monally to command the Tryal, until the re establish 
‘ment of hus health should enable kim to underteke the 
charge himsslf 
‘On hus recovery captasn Saunders proceeded on board 
the Tryal, and lis skill and courage s¢ 0 seaman were 
‘emaspently Guplayed m the passage of that vessel round 
Cape Horo The squadron entered the strata of le 
‘Maire on the ?th of March 1741, and from that time unnl 
the end of May they experienced, with litte interms 
tusn, a succesman of the most furious tempesta To add 
tw their duteases, as we have more parucularly related. 
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ta the bfe of commodore Anson, the scurry raged 20 
‘violently areong them, that the mortality i the squadron 
daily amounted to mx or seven men, bende dusbling 
many whose servicse wers pecuberly required, at this 
period of calamnty and danger. On the 7th of April the 
Pearl and Severn separated from the commodore, and,mn 
‘tumdated by the continuance of the storm, or redaved by 
noknes, gave up ell hopes of prosecuting the voyage, and 
returned to England. On the ard of the same month, 
‘the Tryal was no loager able to keep company with the 
Centanon, but parted ma gele of wind more terrible than 
any they had lutherto expenenced A less resolute and 
enterpriang commander then esptun Saunders, would 
Probably on this cocamon have judged it pradent to follow 
the example of the Pearl and Severn, and return to Egy 
land, but hos ven) for the service of hus country, asusted 
by the firmness of ha mund, and a courage which no 
difficulties could affright, determined bun to perverera 12 
the prosecution of the voyage Already he had suffered 
» hus orew was weakened and hourly 
(, and bs vessel much damaged by 
4 encountered , but hus anxiety to perform 
tus duty prevailed over all the conaderations of fature 
safety, which thess dustresing circumstances rendered. 
extremely doubtfal, and xt was the happiness of thu mm 
trepud commander that bis perseverance was crowned 
with succes. 

‘The Tryal arnved at the slend of Suan Fernandes two 
days after the Centurion had reached that hospitable, 
though ummbabrted spot Captaso Sanndera had by this 
tume buried nearly one half of kas crow, und so deptorable 
was the condition of the survivors, thet the commander, 
heutenant, and three seamen, were the only persons on 
‘board capable of endunng the fatigue nocemanly at- 
tendant on the naygahon of the ship 

‘The vogetable productions of Juan Fernandes, with 
the advantage of having tents on shore for the accommo- 
<axtion of the eick, soon stopped the progress of the scurvy; 
und the crew of the Tryal bemg recovered, captain 
Baundare was dsspatched by commodore Anson to crue 
off the taland ot Masa Faero, m hopes of findmg some of 
the nutamg slips of the squadron, which mekt have 
wmutaken the letter wland for the appmnted place of 
rendasvons After # frustless crause, during whieh cap- 
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tam Saunders exammed every bay and harbour 1m the 
waland of Masa Pucro, be returned to Juan Feraandex, 
About this hime the Cevturien hed the good fortane to 
capture a Spanish puizo The pruoners on board this ves- 
sel were astonished at seeing a ship of so mmall a rate a5 
the Tryal at Jaan Fernandes They veheved, at first, that 
abo had been built on the land by the Eoghab, whose 
mdefangable dihgence and almost wored:ble exertions 
they could not auficiently commend, ra having, under 
the most adverse circumstances, redaced m numbers, ad 
‘weakened by sickness and the comphcated calamtes of 
1 long and disastrous voyage, constructed und equwpped 
m oo short a spaca of time a vessel of her desorption, 
Some of them had probably experienced, and all of therm 
had heard of, the dangers and hardships of the passage 
round Cape Hora, and they were at a loss to concerve 
bow a vewel of the Tryal's small dnmensious was 
capable of performung a passage that was conndered 
almost aa the ne plas ultra of navigation, and bad 
feequently been attempted mm vain by the finest vemels 
and most ak:lful commanders of the Spanith navy. Flat- 
tery could scarcely have conceived a compliment wore 
pleasing to captain Saunders than this mistake of the 
Spanish seamen 

‘Although ® pert of the squadron belonging to thus ex 
Pedition waa sil musing, the commodore, at xt was hie 
‘opinion that the Spamards were soll unacquainted with 
the arrival of the Boghsh 1 the South Boas, and there 
fore probably had many shipe at sea richly laden, dis 
Patohed captau: Saunders on a crawe in the month of 
Septamber. Thus affarded him an opportunity of dusplay- 
Ang as much vigilance and acurity as a crusser, as he had 
before shewn skill and intrepudsty oa nangator. Ina 
fow days he fell in with, and after a tedious chese cap 
tered, a ¥: merchant ship of mx bendred toma 
Darthen, bound from Calla in Pora, to Valparaiso m 
Chih, Thus was the second pre whub the Eoglsh 
squadron had made in the South Seas, and asthe captured 
vessel and her cargo were estimated to be worth upwards 
of £18,000, 1¢ musthave been conmdered a an auspicious 
omen of their futare saccess. The good fortane of cap 
‘tam Saunders was not, bowever, without some abate 
ment. Tho Tryat sprang a mast dong tho chase, and 
‘was afterwards ao mack damaged in 2 aquall, that the 
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‘utmost exertions of the crew at the pumps were mecemary 
to presorve her from amking Being un this condition, 
and unable to reparr her damages, commodore Anson 
determined to destroy the Tryal, and ordered captam. 
Saunders and bw crew to repmr oa board the prize, 
‘which, 1m honour of the Tryaland ber meritorions officers 
and company, was now named the Tryal’s Prose Aa this 
vessel had formerly been employed as a frigate in the 
Spanish service, commodore Anson commussioned her as 
frigate m the British navy, and captain Saunders was 
appornted to command her as post ceptam, by « comms 
‘mon bearmg date the 26th Septomber, 1741 ‘The guns of 
the Tryal were put on hoard the pnse, and hkew 
those of @ victualler belonging to the squadron, which 
together amounted to twenty, and haying poutied the 
Tryal, captasn Saanders, m kis new ship, proceeded in 
company with the Centurion to crunse off the wlend of 
‘Valparaiso 

‘Thus cruise did not prove successful captain Saunders, 
‘howover, bad the satisfaction of being present rt the tak 
ing }, and though 1t does not appear that be was 
Actively concerned, it can scarcely be doubted but that 
he assisted 1m contributing to the success of the enter 
Prise Shortly after thi event, the condition of the equa 
dron became so bad, and the rrews of the five ships so 
greatly reduced in nomber by wickneas, ns not to exceed 
330 persons, which made it rmposnble any longer to 
navigate chem with safety 

These circumstances determmed the commodore to de 
‘shoy the Tryal’s Prise, the Carmelo, and Carmin, and 
divide the officors and men between the Centurion and 
Gloucester This resolution was accordingly carried nto 
execation in the harbour of Chequetan, when captain 
Saunders removed on board the commodore’s ship 

Ho remained some time longer with Anson in the South 
Seas, but was not present at the capture of the famous 
Acapulco snp, having quitted the Centurion nt Macao, 
where she refitted previous to the crawe on which she 
took the galleon Captain Saunders sailed from Macuo 
im a Swedish vessel m November, 1742, having under 
lus care dispatches from the commodore for England, 
and arnved in the Downs, after an_ngreeable passage, 
wm the month of May following His departure from 
‘Macao tormunated bu share of the Gangers and glory of 
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the celebrated South Sea expedition, but wa may be 
slowed to obserre, that though a young officer, be rose 
supervor to difficulties that proved fatal to old and ex- 
perienced commanders, and the enemy themselves test. 
fied their admzraton of kus conduct, by doubting the 
posnbuhty of whet hus perseverance hed achieved Fis 
fortune might have received an addinon, had he been 
present at the captare of the Acupuleo ship, but any sbure 
tm thet victory could have added httie to hie fame, which 
already ennownced hum one of ths most promuang offcars 
im the service. 

On bie arnval m England, w 1743, coptan Saunders 
‘was appointed to the Sapphire frigate, of 44 guns, ove of 
the atups of war employed dunng the ensuing sprog 
im orumng off the coast of Flanders and blockading the 
Port of Dunkih, Hu success on this station does not 
‘appear to have been very uous, for the only cap 
‘ture be 1 reoonted to have we that of = galhot hoy 
from Dantexk, baring on board nearly two hundred 
officers and solders belonging to count Lowendable 
yegiment at Dunkirk, which had been raused an Proms 
sernce of the French hing. Hus rynlance 
iy Kept the enemy within their ports, and to this 

1m the greatest degree attribute his want of 
Se 


Jers remaimed ip the Sapphire, we be- 
















hove, nll he was promoted to the command of the Sand- 
wich, of 90 guns, which appomtwment took place in the 
wonth of May, 1745 This ship was employed es a guard- 
@up; but so mative « station beg unemtable to the 
amergy and enterprise of captain Baundere's character, 
he was, scoarding to kis wishes, in the menth of Apri 
foDowmg, removed snto the Gloucester, a new shrp of 58 
ens, past launched to supply the place of that lost with 
commodere Ansoa, 

Being sow employed on actual service, captain Seun- 
dere bad an early opportunity of distinguisiong hapeelf, 
In 1746, when craumng m company with the Lark, captan 

‘one of the officers who bed served with im mm 
Anson's expedition, they captured the Fort de Nants, a 
Teguter shup from Spansh America, valuod at £108,008. 
‘Capemn Saundera was probably concerned in the capture 
of other prises, but we are im want of autheauc infor. 
Yeation respecting tum =ntil October 1747, when he com 
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manded the Yarmouth of 64 guns, ons of the fleet com 
waunded by reer admiral Hawke, which engaged and 
captured nestly the whole of the French squadron under 
the ardars of M de Lotenduer * 

‘The following account of tus gallant conduct m this 
sotuan was furnished by one of the officers on board the 
‘Yarmouth, and bears too honourable « testimony to bis 
charuster to be omitted here — 

"qhongh the Yarmouth without cuspute had as great 
a sbare as any mngla ship in the fleet, af not a greater, 
im the engagement with the French, October the 14th, 
yet, m all the accounts I have seen, she 18 not so much 
as mentioned, as though no such alyp hed been there. 
It as something surprising that adnural Hawke should 
see and nonce, in his long account, the behaviour of the 
Taen, Louise, Tilbury, and Kagle, and yet could discover 
nothing of the extiacidinary courage apd conduct of 
captain Saunders of the Yarmouth, who ley two hours 
and a half closely engaged with the Neptune, « 70 gun 
stip, with 708 men, which be never quitted til she 
strock, although the Manarque, a 74 gun abip, which 
struck to ns hkewise, lay upon our bow for some time, 
and another of the enemy’s upon our stern When tho 
Nepeane struck, after having 100 men killed, and 
340 wounded, sbe was so close to us, that our men 
Jumped mto her, and notwithstanding such warm work, 
‘und our shrp being much disabled in her masts and nig 
ing, with twenty two men Killed and ecventy woundcd, 
‘thu courage did not cool He could not with patience soa 
‘the French admural in the Tonnant and the Intremde, 
274 gon ship, gettiog away, nor could be think of pre- 
fernng lus own security to the glory and interest of hus 
country, but ardently wished to pursue them, be proposed 
At therefore to captam Sanmares, in the Nottiagbam, and 
captain Rodney in the Eagle, who were with bau! of us, 
Wat oaptarn Saunares being unfortunately killed by the 
first fire of the enemy, the Nottmgham hauled her wind, 
and did 20 more service, and the Eagle never came near 
eneugh to do so that the Yarmouth had to deal 
with both of the enemy's ships for some time, ull at 
length they got out of the reach of our gups’ 

Tn 1780, he bad the honour t be elected member of 
periament fer the borough of Plymonth, and in January 

© Bee page 247, te, 
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1752, he was appointed commodore and commander m 
chef at Newfoundland He sailed shortly sttecwards 
for thus station, ou board the Pensance, of 40 guns, and 
‘wan instructed to look for a supposed wland un Tat 40 
deg 40 mn long 24 deg 30 mn from the Lasud, nm 
search of which commodore Rodney, some weeks before, 
land cruwed ten days 10 van It ut almost unnecessary 
‘te add, that commodore Saunders bad no better euccem , 
‘what bad been mutaken for lund had probably been + 
fog bank, or we wland After remaining the weual time 
on the Newfoundland station, the commodore returned 
to England, and im April, 17%4, was appornted treasurer 
of Greeuwih hospital, an office which on bur farther 
Promotion he resigned. The same year he was chosen 
member of parliament for the borough of Hedon, in 
Yorkshire, through the influence of kw great and con 
stant friend lord Anson, then fist lord of the admiralty 
Ja May, 1758, mm consequence of the appear ince of 1 
war with Trance, which erery day became more threat 
emng, he wes appointed to the command of the Prine, 
p Of 98 guns, and in June be entertamed 
atmort maguihcence, on board his ship at 
ithead, a numerous and splendid ametublage of the 
first nobihty in the kingdom, who came to view the re 
Jmemnge of the fet on the mDniversary of the king's 
‘auceawon Captain Saunders continued to command the 
Prince tilt the month of December following, when be 
quieted bis whip on being appointed comptroller of the 
wy This lucrative post he probably obtamed through 
the patronage of lord Ancon, who was at thet time at 
the head of the board of admuralty Having accepted a 
Apporntment under government, he vacated his 
seat in parkiament, bat was immediately re chosen for 
the horoagh ke had before represented About the same 
fame ha bad the honour to be elected one of the elder 
brethren of the Trimty house, a strong proof of the high 
respect 1m which his obaracter was held 
Tp Jane, 1756, when antelhgence was receved of the 
smdecunve action of admiral Byng in the Mediterranean, 
and probable loss of Minorca, a large promotion of flag: 
officera was made purposely to include captain Saunders, 
who sailed immediately afterwards, with Sir Edward 
Hawke, 2 the Antelope, for Gibraltar, to supersede ad 
amurale Byog and Weet 10 their command On the return 
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ef admiral Hawks to England, wn January (757, the 
comand 1 chief of the Med:terransan fleet devolved 
oa hwa , but no epportumty was afforded of mguuhang 
Jumeelf during bis continuance on that stanon Jn 1788, 
he was promoted to be rear admaral of the white, and in 
February, 1750, to be vice admiral of the blue, when he 
‘waa appointed commander im cluef of the naval arma 
ment destined to assist mm the reduction of Quebec The 
floct commuted of the Neptime of 90 guns, hus flag akup, the 
Royel Wilham, of 64, the Dublin, Shrewsbury, and 
‘Warsmte, of 74, the Oxford, of 78, the Alade and Str? 
ang Castle, of 6¢ the Lizard frigate and Scorpion sloop, 
and m1 bomb vessels and fue ships The admnal smiled 
from Bpxthead on the 17th of February, having with 
thim, as ‘ins colleague in war,’ the gallant Wolfe, who 
commanded the land forces employed in tha expedition 
‘A detachment under the command of rear admiral 
‘Holmes, a yumor officer, had sailed from Spithead a few 
ays before On the Zlat of Apni, the flest made the 
uland of Cape Breton, but not being able to enter the 
harbour of Louwsbourg on account of the ree, the adsmural 
was obliged to bear away for Halifax im Nova Suotia 
From this station he dispatched a division of the fleec, 
‘Under rear admursl Darel, to crue off the wland of 
Condres, wt the entrance of the river St Lawrence, in 
order to antercept a small fleet of French victuallers and 
transporte, which, he andezstood, bad sailed for tho 1chef 
Of Quebec but though every posmble exertion wi 
made by the Enghsh squadron, the French convoy had 
the guod fortune to reach their destination before adm 
ral Darel appeared off the mouth of the St Lawrence 

Towards the end of May, when the navigation was 
deemed sufficrently open, admiral Saunders stiled from 
Habfax with the remamder of the armament, and ou 
the 6th of June stood m for the nver St Lawrence 
The fect now consuted of twenty one sat) of the ing 
boudes frigates, amallor ships of war, and 2 numerous 
body of trausports, and owing to the difficalt navigation 
of the Bt Lawrence did not reach the wsland af Orivans 
the place of disembarkation, until the 26th of June 

‘On the approach of the British fleet the French had 
removed all the buoys and marks which facilitated the 
navigauon of the Bt Lawrence, and therefore st became 
of tha utmost importance to the success of the expedition, 
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that correct soandmgs apd surveys of che channel of 
the river should be obtamned, between the island of Or. 
Teana ahd the north abore, directly m froat of the French 
forfied camp at Montmarency and Beaufort, in order 
‘to enable the admiral to place abips against the coemy's 
Batteries, and t cover the army in a gevcral attack 
which the hercac Wolfs mtouded to make an the camp. 
Jo perform this service a petty officer was recommended. 
to admiral Saunders, who, from that oircomutence, was 
‘enabled to dseplay an intelligence and profesnons] know: 
Jedge which led to hus rapid advancement and to bis 
fotuse fame Thus individual was the alastnous Cook, 
who had entered the navy as a common sulor only two 
years before tha time, and who now, im the mtuation of 
‘a master, was selected and intrusted to perfarm # service 
of the first importance, and upon the correctness of 
whose Jadgment the lives of thousands of men depended. 
To the sternel honour of humble mer:t, this uneducated 
eon of gemius obtamed ‘during the might ume for several 
amighta together’ the infomation which enabled hum to 
furnish to bis admiral ‘as correct and complete a draught 
of the channel and soundings, as could have been made 
afer our countrymen were in possesnon of Quebec. * 
Sir Hagh Palhser afterwards stated, ‘ that he bad good 
Lavon to beheve that, before this trme, Cook bad scarcely 
er med & pencil, spd that bo knew nothmg of draw 
sng Bat euch waa hus capacity, thet he speedily made 
lumself master of every object to whch he applied Ine 
attention '* After Cook had surveyed the nver the fleet 
reached an safety the wland of Orleans, which 1 sitmated 
& Little below Quebec, and ou the 37th of Sane the lang 
forces were disemabarked somediately after the troops 
had been Tanded the wind increased to « fursous storm, 
which blew wath auch viclence, that many 

ran fou) of ope another ond were duabled, A numbor 
of boats and small craft foundered, and divers large ships 
oat thar anchore Tho enemy, having resolved to take 
advantage of the confanon which they stuagined this 
disaster mast bave produced, prepared seven fire ahips, 
and at undnight sant them down from Quubec among 
the transports, wineh lay 20 thok as to cover the wl 
surface of the river. The scheme, though well camtny 
and sunsonably executed, was entirely defected by the 
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promphtude of the Britsh adnnral, and the dextenty of 
dus aailors, who resolately boarded the tre ships and 
towed them fast aground, where they lay burning to the 
water's edge, without having done the «ightest injury to 
the Engbah squadron. Ou the very same day of the 
succeeding month they sent down a raft of fire ships, or 
redeaux, which were Lkewme consumed without pro 
ducing any effect 

In all the subsequent events of the memorable niege of 
Quebec, admuret Saunders and the naval department 
took a chstinguuhed shee, and greatly contributed to 
‘tho ganeral success of the enterprise The blaze of 
glory which deservedly crowns the memory of Wol(e, 
who fell, like Bpammondas, m tho field of victory, ob 
acures the glory of hus brother sm arms On the 1éth of 

ber he had the honour of signing, in conyunctoD 

with general Townshend, the articles of caprtulation 
ranted to the garmon of Quebec, by which this memo 
Table expedition was terminated with the moat complete 
success 

The reduction of Quebec having rendered the farther 
Asustance of the flect wanccessary, admiral Saunders 
Jeft a squadron behind under the command of lord Cot 
ville, and sasted for England On his arrival in the chops 
of the Chanzel, he revered snformation that the Brest 
floet wan at sea, and immedrately took the gallant reso 
Juuon of going to yon Sir Edward Hawke, thoogh with 
out orders, and dupatched a vessel to England with 
antelhgence to the admrralty of the measure he had 
pursued, and his hopes that st would meet with their 
approbation But the French, under Conflans, had re 
ceaved atotal defeat before busarrival On thiahe altered 
hus course, and the wind not being favourable for Eng 
land, he bore away for Ireland, and landed at Cork 
From thence he went by Innd to Dublin, where he arrived 
on the 1sth of December, and going accidentally to the 
theatre, be was received by the whole audience with the 
Inghest demonstrations of applause, which bemg most 
deservedly merited bya emment services, and partice 
larly by the glorious conquest he was just returned from, 
could not fail to have been gratsfying to bum, thoxgh no 
man was ever of a character more averse to flattery, and 
demons of shunnmg popular applanse. 

Leaving Dublun, admira) Saunders arnved in London 
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on the 20th of December, and bis reception by his tore. 
eign and all ranke of people was sm the highest demes 
flattering to him. Some days previous to his arrival, 
without any sociation on bis part, be was appointed 
leutenant generalof marmes and attending mm but place 
am tha house of commons on the 2ird of January, 760, 
the thanks of the house, winch sometiine before had been. 
‘mammously voted him, were given hum im the custmm- 
ary form by the speaker 

in the courte of the spring he was appointed com- 
mander mclnet mm the Mediterranean, and eatled from 
St Helen's on the 21st of May, baving bus fiag suit on 
board the Neptune, with the Somerset of 70 guns, the 
Firme of 60 guns, and the Pieston of 40 gape, under ins 
orders He aruved at Gibraltar on the Oth of Jane, but 
the repeated losses of the French had nearly destroyed 
their naval force in the Mediterranean, and therefore, 
though admiral Saunders by no means continued in @ 
state of smaction, his command was not distinguished by 
any remarkable events dusiog the remainder af the year, 
In the parhament which was choten in the beginning of 
the year 1761, he was re elected for the borough of Hedon , 
on the 26th of May was sustalled, by proxy, kmght 
compimon of the most honourable order of the Bath. 
Darmg the contmuance of the war, Sir Charles Saunders 
yetaned hus command m the Mediterranean, but with 
out any thing of unportance occurring , and in am absence 
ap the month of October, was promoted to the rank of 
‘vice admural of the white 

In August, 1785, he was spponted one of tha lords of 
the admiralty, and 10 September 1760, he was rassed to 
the dignity of privy ccuncillor, and received the apport 
weot of first lord of the admiralty, which gave much 
‘offence to a number of senior commanders, and waong 
others to Sir George Pocock * He only filled hus high 
office for about two months, when be was succeeded by 
Str Rdward Hawke, and nsver afterwards returned to 
‘any public staton 

In the funeral procession of bis soayesty’s brother, the 
duke of York, on the 3rd of November 1767, he was one 
of the adunrals who supported the canopy, and m May, 
1708, was agun returned to parlsment for the borough 
of Hedon, In October 1770, he was, the regular coarse 
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‘of promotion, advanced to be admiral of the bine [a 
the new parliament of 1749, he was a candidate for the 
oreugh of Yarmouth, a place that has frequently been 
represented by dioanguushed naval commanders, but im 
‘hs contest he was unsuccessful He was, however, re- 
chosen a fourth ime for the borough of Hedon, bat did nat 
Jang varvive this event He died st bis house in Bpring 
Gardens, of the gout im his stomach, on the 7th of De- 
cernber, 1776 , andon the 12h bus remains were privately. 
interred in Westminster Abbey, near the monument of 
weneral Wolfe, * bis gallant brother of the war’ Adomrel 
Saunders marred, 10 1751, the only daughter of James 
Buck, Kaq, a banker i Landon, but left no rae He 
died pomessed of very conmderal le property, nobly ac 
quired from the enemies of bus country, the bulk of 
which he dequeathed to his nieve bat he hkewse left 
several handsome legacies to some of hus brother officers, 
whieh in « particular msnner bespeak the excellence 
‘aud kindness of bus dssposition To admiral Keppel, wha 
bad served with bim as Leutenant on board the Centu 
rion, and with whom he had lived wany years m the 
closent friendahip, be bequeathed a legacy of £3000 and 
£1200 a year to Sir Hugh Pallwer, £5000 , and to 
‘Timothy Brett, Raq, the son of Sir Prercy Brett, a bro 
ther offer under ford Auson, and hiv second 1 the 
‘Moditerranean, a legacy to the same amount 

To eum ap the character of Sir Charles Saunders, he 
‘was an offcer equally distinganhed for bis gallantry 12 
the day of battle, apd for his seamanship in the hour of 
danger bis co duct when he commanded the Yarmouth 
1a proof of the former, bis passage round Cape Horo, 
am the Lryal, of the Inter He wax steady im hus friend 
thups, an excellent jadge and a warm patron of ment, 
His aeal for the good and glory of the survice was of the 
muest ardent description, and had farther opportumtes 
Boen afforded him of symalang bimeelf, it cannot be 
Aoubted but he would have left behind im a repatation 
equal to thet of our most llustnous naval commanders 
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CHAP. VY. 


From the accesnwn of George IIT, to the Peace 
of Aonens, 


‘Tux death of George IT, which occurred on the 25th of 
October, 1760, brought mo mtermumon to the war, that 
snll continued to rage with great violence, and while 
vigorous efforts were made by land, still greater were ex- 





Proposals of treaty were interchanged, 
suddenly broker off, 1m consequence, st was said, of the 
tauncertty of the French court, and during the course 
of there negotiations Bellewle, on the west of France, 
was taken by commodore Keppel and major general 
Hodgson, to the great triumph of the Rughah nation. 

A change 1m the belligerent parbes now occurred, o¢ 
camoned by the declaration of war on the part of France 
and Spain against Portugal, by which they wished to 
deprive the Britiwh of the nse of the ports of that country. 
‘Thw measure, which occurred in January, 1762, untead 
of ampeding, scemed only to redouble, the efforts and 
micceaes of tho Britsh navy, eo that Martinique, St 
Lacie, St, Vincent, and Granada, were taken from the 
French From the Spauards, the fortress ot Havanoah, 
10 the wland of Cabs, was taken, in which capture the 
enemy last inne sbips of the line apd four fngates, 
‘whale booty was obtained by the Brinsh to the amount 
of three millions sterling. Mamalla efter ards fell anto 
our hands, so that the hostile powers were thus deprived 
of some of there most valuable foreign dependencies. 

Such lowes mode the enemy mncere 1m their denres 
for pence, whch was at length ratiGed at Pans, on the 
Lith of Febraary, 1763 Britain umght now look back 
with complacent feshngs upon the achievements and 
succenses with which her arms had been crowned dung 
ths arduous contest. She had gained twelve pitched 
‘battles by land and sea, conquered twenty five sslands, 
reduced mine fortified estes, and forty strongholds, cap- 
tured abore m hundred abips of war, and gained about 
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ten oulhons of plunder Rat set, amidst olf these tro 
phies of the war, the Engiwh murmured with they 
‘accustomed dsscontent {fn the contest of diplomacy they 
concenved that their statesmen bad but ill seconded the 
‘valour of their soldiers and seamen, and im the terme of 
pacificabon had been too kberal m yselding up or ex 
changing those far acquiatons which bad been gained. 
by much heroic exertions, and at the expense of 90 much 
‘Blood 

If the Rnglsb were indognant at the terms of the 
foregomg peace, the French were equally umpatent 
0f the recollections of ther defeats that had preveded 
at. They only sought « breathing uterral, and hay 
1g omployed st in strengtheamg their marino, they 
anxiously waited for an opportunity of renewing offensive 
measures This was afforded by the rupture between 
Bntam and her American colonies, and scordsngly the 
Freneb, fn February 1778 acknowledged the indepen 
dence of Americs, and entered into x» treaty by which 
they engaged to asst the Amencans 1 obtaining that 
algect but while by this step they only sought to aut 
Dply the difficulties and dhmmember the etopire of their 
Powerfal enomues, they litte anucipated that fearful 
‘and unmediate reco) with which therr vengeauce would 
Yeturn upon their own heads, 36 the sntroducoon into 
France of the republican principles they bad patromsed 
im America, by which ther Lountry was rendered the 
astonisbment and by word of civilized 

At the commencement of this war, the knglsh flest 
had been found, as at the commencement of most of oar 
Preceding wars, mm a state of great mefiiciency, as sf the 
Mee recollection of former naval vivtories had been 
‘enough for the protection of our coasts against a powersul 
and indefaugeble enemy Intelligence was reverved. 
that the French had a squadron of twelve sail of the 
Ime and sx frigates ready to sail from Toulon, under 
‘the command of the well knowm count d Estaing, to 00 
operate with the Americans 19 their efforts to obtain 
their mdependence To oppose this fleet, admural Byron 
‘was sent on the Oth of June, but the boisterous weather 
which the Enghah fleet encountered unfortunately dus 
persed it, and enabled a Estaing to arrive im safety at 
‘New York, and to land hus supphes The French, 23 on 
all former ocvamons, had made extenmre preparations 
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to carry on the war, in addsvon to the squadron of 
a'Estaing, enother powerful fleet of tharty two sal of 
the ine, and a large number of frigates, was beng 
equipped at Brest, under the command of the count 
¢'Orvilbers. 

The real strength of thw armament oppesrs to have 
been eaknown to the Enghsh muustry, for they ds 
tcbed admiral Keppel with only twenty eal of the 
and seven frigates and smaller vemels, to watch 
Yta motions, and at the samme time to protect the arrival 
of our commercial skyppmg m the Channel. Hi 
ang captured one of the enemy's look ont frigates, the 
admiral learned the real strength of the Freaob fleet, 
which méuced tam to return to Portmouth for @ re: 
anforcement before he had cotmprotmued the bonour or 
safety of Ina country Ten suit of the line were soon added 
to hus Geet, which, although still madequate, ade bim 
more nearly a match for the adversary Jn the mean 
fume d’Orvillters, anaware of this additional ard, aasied 
from Brest, to attack the British fleet, Lat when 
found it mereased beyand Ins calculauons, he end 
voured, although still superior un numberr, to shun ap 
ment. But Keppel, who closely followed the 
y through several days of fight and menqarnng, 
iat length brought them to action on the 27th of July,and 
would have gained @ complete victory but for the re- 
‘museness of Sir Hagh Palliser, bis aecond sn command, 
who failed to come up xt the mgnals of ns superior 
Bren aa st was, however, tho loss of the French an ts 
engagement was connderably greater than that of the 
British, but this partial success did not give satusfation 
to the Engiush nation The party disputes which it led 
to mill be found described sm the life af Keppel. 

In additon to Franco, Spain now proclaimed war 
against Brian, and the two hosula countnes having 
wasted ther navies, a combined fleet of sxxty five ships 
of the Ime, and ap mmense number of frigates, swept 
the Eoghsh Channel from shore to shore, and bore down 
etery prospect of opposition They would hare even 
taken Plymouth om this occemon, but happily their 
geography was at feult, ax they knew not whereabouts 
at Iny. 

‘When thu vew rupture commenced, the Spanrards 
also made extrsordmary excrnons fm the blukude of 
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Gibraltar, the English garruon of which was reduced 
to great extremities, and to preserve thie valuable con 
quest, Sir Gearge Rodney was sont to attempt at relief, 
which he performed effectaally by the famons victory 
ef St Vincent But in the autamn of tins year, our 
naval smoossses were perhaps more than counterbalanced 
by the loss of our rich Bast and West Indus fleets, thot 
fell mito the hands of the enemy On the 16th of January, 
1781, a sovanon upon a small scala was attempted by 
the French, for the recovery of Jersey, which bad 
almost proved successful Tho enemy landed to the 
number of 800 men mpon the island, marched to St 
Hahers, which they entered, and having eased the 
governai, they compelled hrm ta “ign terms of surrender 
But mayor Pesison, who 6ommanded the troops and 
\ddenly rushed upon ther, and drove them 
» with great slaughter In the muce hog 
waonth, dt Kustatie, Demerara, Berbice, and kusiquivo, 
were taken by the Brith 

As tho revolt of our American colomes was a nymal of 
onsat to every power mimical co Britsin, the Dutch wei 
pow numbered among our enemies, from having a 
the United States, aud here our anctent naval antago 
musts displayed a prowess worthy of their former character 
Admiral Zoutman, who was protecting » nich conray, 
was met by admiral Hyde Parker with ap equal fore, 
off the Dogger bank, in the month of August 1781, upon 
which an engagement took place unparalleled for des 
eration among the events of this war For three“buurs 
and s half the two fleets continued to canponade each 
other, until they sustained so mach daronge that they lay 
hike logs m the water, incapable of farther annoyance 
At last the Datch admiral was able to bear away for the 
Texel, which he accomplished with great difficulty , but 
he suceeded im savimg bis convoy In the following 
‘year the chief naval event was the victory gained by ad 
mural Rodney, between the wlands of Guadaloupe and 
Dominique, in which de Grasse was defeated, with the 
Joas of exght of his best ships By this enccess the junc 
tion of the Fi unch and Spamsh fleets was prevented, and 
Jamaica in all probability saved from capture Wsth this 
exploit of the gallant Rodney may be classed the brithant 
defonce of Gibraltar dunng the present yearby governor 
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Estwt, and tsrehef by lord Howe, which he so intrepedly 
eccomplahed against a sapervor force The war bad now 
Yecome v0 complex, that Britain, who ot first had only 
har revolted colonies of America to deal with, was now 
at war with France, Span, and Holland, m addition to 
her transatlantic dependencies The gains and lowes 
throughout had also been so equally balanced, that each 
power fakt war to be no longer demrable Tbus Britain 
had been unable to subdue the colonies, and was obliged 
to recogmise thear independence On the other band, the 
French were unable to reduce the British possessions 1n 
the West Indies, the Spamurds to recover Gibraltar, or 
the Dutch to remeve their sinking commerce, by cout: 
muing the contest. bach of these threo powers had su 
taned some notable defeat and they were obliged to fee) 
Chat even when combined they were unable to make bead 
agninst the naval resources of England In 1763, there 
fore, a peace Bas ratiGed between Britain and each of 
her antagonists im which, by « course of cemous and 
‘eshtutione, the daficrent partes found thempelves nearly 
an the same condition as when the war commenced, x 
copt that their resources were so far exbausted as to have 
made farther efforts all but nnpoemble 

‘With the excephon of a slight apterruption on the part 
of hpain, respecting the setdlement of Nootka Soand, i 
1760, which howeser was amicably compromsed, the 
peace contutued till that grvat event occurred by which 
the whole character of polucal society was changed 
allude to the French revolution, m the explosion of 
ery termict umon was torn asunder, and the 
ka of nanos erased oF alterid In ommmequence 
of hostile events conncuted with this great movement 
by which Britun felt hereelt axgiicved, George IIE an 
nounced to parhameut'on Febru ury (3, 1792, that France 




















Inst country, the ancient rival of Britain, but now reduced 
tom very aubeernient condition among the great European 
matens, was thus clacved with her former enemy , but the 
successes of the French by land bad compelled the Dut.k 
to cooperate with France In the mean time Bntan 
commenced the war at venous pants upon ker own 
favounte chment, and with general success Tohagu, 
Muquelen, and St Pierre, were captured frow the French, 
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and im the East Indies, Pondicherry, Port Mahe, and 
other infenor setdements upon thé ovsste of Malabar 
and Coromandel 

In the mean ume the enemy, who hitherte had ust 
‘ventured upon naval operationson large scale, confined 
‘their efforts to privateering, and in this they were so 
successful, that in the month of May alone, (1793), they 
had captured munety mine Britwh ships, while only one 
of theirs had been taken m return Necessity at laut 
compelled them to rusk a general encounter by sea In 
Couseqnence of great scircity of gram, the French had 
sent to Amenca for supplies, nnd as the return of a lage 
fleet of metchantmen from tha West Indies was expectid 
at the same time, admiral Villaret was vent with the 
Brest fleet to protect the arrival of these valuatle con 
‘voys Lord Howe, who had been watching the motions 
of this armament for 2 long period, suspected ite devt 
tou, and immediately went wi pursuit with twenty arx 
tail of the line Ax soon as the French, who were of 
equal force, perceived the approach of the enemy, they 
formed the ine of battle, and ocuupied the first day in 
prehimoary akirmusbing On the next, (May 29, 1794), 
‘Su engagement took place without advantage on e1thas 
tide, after which, m consequence of a thick fog for two 
nye, nothing conld be attempted Buton the Ist of June, 
Howe, who had now gamed the weather gage of the 
enemy, renewed the encounter, broke their line, and 
after a ternitle cannonade obtained a decinve victory, 
having captured seven of the enemy, and sunk one of 
their greatest axps The English fleet was so niueh crip 
pled by this encounter, that Hawe, rostead of being able 
to give chase, by which more prizes might have been 
secured, was obhged to return to port This wos a dreadful 
Blow tothe French manne but they had the satisfaction 
of saving therr convoy, valued at five millieos 

Durmng the year also two naval engagements tock place 
‘upon @ mnalier scale, but which were equally houovrable 
to the Brnwh fing Sir John Borlase Warren, while crus 
ang with five frigates off Guerneey and Jersey, descried on 
the 23rd of Apnl, off the Latter uland, » squadron of fon 
Jaege French abspe, under M Desgareux The latter of 
fered battle , and the British commander, who had been 
enabled to geim the weather gage, placed bus squadron be- 
‘tween the enewy and the own coasts, and thus engaged 
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them at great advantage The conffict lasted for three 
hours, at the end of which twoof the French abups atrack 
their colours, the rest attempted to escape, but one 
‘was overtaken and captured, while the other contnved 
to get clear off ‘The other affur was in the East Indies, 
‘where two British shops encountered a superior squadron, 
consisting of four ships of the evemy, off the sstand of 
Meerttus, m the month of October ‘The Freveh, not- 
‘withstanding their advantage 1n gums and men, shoered 
off in a very crippled state, and escaped to port Lows, 
while ther antagonsts were unable to purme them. 

Tn 1705, the Brith parliament voted 100 000 seamen 
for the prosecutzon of the war, aud as Holland had now 
been completely subdued by France, an expedioon was 
Atted out under the command of adutral Elphinstone, 
against the Dutch possessions in South Africa, 1n conse 
quence of whnh the Cape of Good Hope was obliged to 
surrender, wile the Rritsh, in gaming this valuable 
addition to their colonies, lost only seven men The Eng- 
Usb minsntry, who endeavoured tu avail themselves of the 
duvimons of the French people during this nubappy penod, 
planned the expedition of Quberon bay, to assist th 
royalints by a deaent in that quarter, a mesoure that 
tmaerably failed, xs soon as the debarkaton comment 
from the miccewsful attack of Hoche, the republican ge 
ral The other naval operations of this year were of in 
fcrior wraportance In March an engagement took place 
tm the Mediterranean, between @ British fleet under ad 
moral Hotham, and one of France under admiral Riebery, 
which was induimve ia Jane, admiral Corawai 
austumcd a ranting fight with tve ships against thirteen 
of the enemy , and thie lant fleet was afterwards defeated 
of L'Onent by lord Bridport In the mean timo the 
French had been successful in the West Indier, where 
the cap of liberty, which they housted as their atandard, 
scoured the co upe of the slaves, who eagerly rose 
‘Sunet their Brith masters A» im former times, aleo, 
the enemy were succesful when thes contned their 
eperanons to peivateering. in which the more exentfic 
strecture and superior salug of ther ressols afforded 
them decided advantages, mad that, when they avoided. 
Patched battles, they were able to secure victory in detail, 
‘by haraming che British commerce The most umportant 
event m the following year, was au attempt of the French 
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Directory to mvade Ireland, for whieh purpose general 
Hoche, with 25,000 troope, embarked at Brest, on Decem 
er 16th, escorted by = fleet af seventeen sail of the hue, 
and several frigates From the amount of thus force, and 
the redonbted character of 1ts commander, such an event 
menaced fearful consequences to Britain , but a tram of 
‘ceaients occurred that made the whole plan abortive 
‘Ihe ums of amimg bad been delayed beyond the proper 
penod, and at the pant of sailing a dangerous wuhny 
broke out among the troopa After the ships left the 
harbour, two of them ran foul of each uther, a large T4 
‘was wrecked , and on the 23nd, when the feet had reached 
the coast of Ireland, 1¢ was diapered by a storm = Find 
‘Ing that the scasco for action had passed, the abattered 
squadron returned to its olf station in Brest 

‘While Britain was thus victorons by sea, the French 
could console themselves with their successes by lend, 
which, under the conduct of Bonaparte, went on with ara 
prdity unprecedented since the days of Gasar or Tamerlane 
But white a complete revolution was accomplished by our 
enemies m mihtary tactios, by which they were enabled 
to bear down all opposition, a similar revolution had been 
accomphshed by the British in naval engagements, that 
enabled ‘be equally trumpbant by see Thue it 
soomn as ercy to mankind, Bopaparte and Nelson 
had founshed at the same period, that the one mght be 
‘a check upon the ascendancy of the other, so that neither 
France nor Bnitain should become the uncontrolled dicta 
tor of Europe , and white the former hero vaiued bimself 
‘upon the admirable skill with which be broke a hostile 
army asunder, by attacking 1t 1m the weakest pomt, the 
latter conld, with aa much justice, boast of breaking the 
line of a feet, which produced remlts equally deciave 

France, on account of her superionty by land, could 
now avail herself of the naval resources of others in her 
mantme war with Bntam, and therefore Spain w: 
mduced, or rather compelled, to lend her stups far the 
Purposes af our enemies A Spanish fleet of twenty seven 
‘su of the Ime accordingly endeavoured to effect a jonc 
tion with the Prench and Dutch armament at Brest, from 
whence the united fleets were to set sail for the mvasion 
of Brntam But as st was of the utmost mportance that 
this onzon honld be prevented, Sir John Jervis ect ont 
to mect the Spamsh ficet, and encountered it near St 
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‘Vincent, on Fehrusty the ith The Eoghab adwiral had 
uly fifteen 20:1 of the line , but notwithstanding the 1m 
tmonae disparity, be did not besstate an mstant 10 qiving 
battle, and the result was one of the most glorious victo- 
nies that had hitherto crowned our naval annals Much 
Of this success was owing to what might be termed the 
bherotc dumabedsence of Nelaom, who, 1m spite of the migusle 
8 commander to the contrary, wore his ships fo at 
cas portion of the enemy before they could form their 
line 
‘While Sntun bad thes cause tobe proad of herocean. 
‘balwarks, an event occurred which sbe had greater renson 
to fons than the most perious naval defeat Thue wes 
the mutmy of fay navy, which frst broke out at Ply 
mouth, ou banday, the 15th of April, 1797—an even that 
ean never be mentioned without shame and terror, and 
which threatened to realize tho worst calamities of c1vil 
war For some time there bad been a apint of discontent 
among our seamen, they had been defrauded both 1 the 
quantity and quality of their provisions, and dignant 
At auch inymstice 1m the indat of their heroic exertions, 
they addreoted a general remonstrance upon the subject 
to lord His lndahsp, Lowever, was not only un- 
able to redrems the xnevance, but be supposed that no 
Krevance actually existed, and upon thus reechon of 
Thent clanns, the aaslors broke out mto actual motiny, and 
refused to prowed to bea They appointed delegates from 
every ship, and drew up petutions 1m respect(al but di 
termined language, xddrewed to the admiralty and the 
house of come: which they stated their wron; 
and demanded rdrest ind tbeu firmness on thus occa 
won having procured them a favourable hearing, their 
unsonable demande were comphed with, open which 
they returned to thete duty But while the spint of dis 
content waa thus quelled at Sheerses and Spubead, 
at was far otherwise at the Nove At this station, the 
seamen had asereased im their proposals, requring an 
abatement m the severity of nasal punishments, a more 
punctual ducharge of their wages, and » more equal dis 
tbution of the prise money Whatever might be the 
Justice af their demands, they prepared to obtein them 
by force, aud having taken posession of the ships, and 
thonen others from ther own number, they proceeded 
tw obut up the navigaten of the Thames, end interrupt 
































the nabonal commerce The firmoces of the government 
on this trying octamon was commensurate with the emer 
gency, and every preparation wae made i thenver and 
upon the coast that would have been adopted to repel a 
foreign mvasion At length, the mutmeers relented, 
and returned to ther duty, and Richard Parker, th 
ranglender, was tried and execated. Hed France been 
able to accomplish her proposed invamon while this spint 
of rebellioa was at its height, xt 1 smposnible to calaalate 
‘the consequences Unless the aight of = hostile navy 
nad recalled om seamen to thesr senses, and awoke their 
ancient fechnza of rancour and rivalry, the co-operation 
or oven the neutrality of our deets might have been a 
death blow to the prosperity of Britaxn 

‘An opportunity was soon afforded of wiping off thas 
sturoa, aod it was eagerly embraced — Frince having 
failed in her purpoed mvasion of Britain, resolved to 
ake a descent in Kreland, by the aid of the Dutch navy, 
wm che hopes of better success than that which bad at 
tended the expeditions of Tharot and Hoche, and = 
Dub Mi tm scadiness, sp the Texel, under the 
‘Winter Admiral Duncan, who 
tume blockaded this force, was 
oblixed to retire, for ashort space, trom the mouth of the 
Texel upon which de Winter sessed the opportamity of 
proveeding to sea But he was quutly overtaken by 
hue onta,omut with am equal force, on the Iith of Octo- 
der, 1797 upon wluch the Dutch fleet formed 1 order 
for achou between Camperdown and Port Lemont, with 
the shore at inne miley distance Dencan, upon this, 
threw lumelf between the enemy and the shore, and 
ordered each of his ships to close with an antagonust, 
without wasting to form in order of battle This danng 
and novel plan, which the peculsanty of bi anon 
fully justified, wos completely miceessful, and the victory 
of Camperdown becanie one of the brightest of oar naval 
trumpba It 1 worthy of remark also, as illustrating the 
‘valour of our seamen, that although the two fleets were 
equal im pont of numbers, yet the Enslsh shipe were 
inferior 1 sux and condition, a conmderable nainber of 
them having been formerly East Indiamen, and at 
though not more than ten of them were sble to enter 
fally inte schon, yet eleven of the largest Dutch alips 
were taken, among which was that of de Winter On. 
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Board the Britsh adenrai's ship, Duncan was the only 
‘man who stood upon the deck unwounded 

An the mean time, the course of events on land had 
been unfavourable to the opponents of France, so that 
Auatna and Pramia were obliged ta accede to the disad- 
‘Yantageous treaty of Campo Forono, Sritaum was thus 
Jeft to manage the content alone The French Directory 
had voiced made overtures of peace to the British court, 
Wat ea the bans of the treaty was the restitution of all 
the conquests we 
was peremptonily reyectca The French, wpon this, re 
Dewed their wenaces of invasion, and armaments were 
collected, and trumeroas bodies of troopa marched to the 
cost, m« af they were to be rmmediately embarked 
These dcmonstrauons only rewed the national epmit of 
the Britwh, and such preparations were made to repel 
the mvaders, om their lending, that the whole island re- 
sounded with arms, and wks converted ito om 
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Burope, both of which they thought would be equally 
accomplished by appointing bim to the command =A 
large army was embaried at Brist, evcorted by a fleet 
under the command of admiral Brueys, and after taking 
possession of Malca in bis way, Bonaparte arrived on the 
‘coast of Fgypt oo the ist of July, landed bus army, and 
gained pormamon of Alexandria 

‘The fleet, which now lay moored off Aboukur, had 
performed its last service, and its destruction was at 
hand Lard Nebon had been seut parent of the 
French armament, whose destination was av yet un 
koown, and, a long and fruitless chs 














he visited Cornea, Naples, Malta, and ev 





thus latter place on the ist of August, where be descred 
the whole naval force of the enemy at anchor, and 
drawn up m bine of battle This was all be sought, 
and he advanced to conquer, aud tale poseanon By 
‘& bold mauseuvre miuilar to that practsed st Comper. 
down, he got between the shore and the enemy, broke 
thou ime, and gained, what he justly termed, oot a v- 
tury, but « cungucst. 
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Of the whole French fest ovly two ships of the line 
and two frigates escaped Never, mdeed, smco the days 
of antiquity had a caval exploit been attended with 
such umportant consequences It broke atvonce the 
cendancy of France m Earope, and ruined her hopes of 
conquest and posseancn m Asin The hitherto saccossful 
Bonaparta and his invincible army were now shut up m 
Fgypt, where, even if victorious, he could obtan no 
runforcements, and if unsuccessful there was no prospect 
of escape. 

As a counterpowe to such advantages, the power of 
Britain was less successful an other quarters, while in 
some cases it auffered a powitive repulse Au armament 
‘was fitted out against Minorca, and the wsland aurren 
dered without the low of » man, dat at the end of the 
sare year, the British wete obliged to abandow all the 
‘strung pomtions upon the coast of St Domingo Tn con 
sequence of an attempt to drive the French out of Hot 
land, a Britwh fleet under admiral Mitchell, that protected 
the land forces, entered the Zuyder Zee, upon winch 
Storey, the Datch commander, surrendered tas fleet of 
tugice thugs, wuthost reneeence. tat the Brith ary, 

of York, was so mu 
ficiously duwewbarked, uod aubeequently eo unshitfully 
commanded, that alter many disasters it was pind to 
Purebuse the liberty of retiring By land, mdeed, the 
apint of the republic, animated by the victories of Bona 
parte and those generals he hed tramed, was sull irre 
qtible, so that during the present stage of the war the 
exclumvely was the aceze of Brith tumpb and 
nccess It wan not tit after Neleon bad departed, that 
our country could produce a bere capable of meeting and. 
conquenng Nayoleon upon hu own eliment 

In the mean time Bonaparte, after bis power at sea 
had been rammed by one natal hero, was doomed to Gnd 
has progress of victory in Lacypt by land completely 
stopped by another Ibu was Sir Sydn th, who, 
at the head of « fow Eaghsh sailors, baffled the tran 
econdent skull of the conqueror before the walls of Acre, 
and compelied him 10 waste his resources im a frwitles 
mege This was the age of estonushing events, and there 
fore, while Honaparte was «nll believed to be shut up in 
Bavpt, he suddenly appearcd in France, after baring 
ewaped as af by muracle the ewarms of British uraissrs, 
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and cu bis reappesranor, the whole acene chenged Like 
‘the endden absfuns of a drama. The enemies of France 
were every where beaten back, and from a state of de 
Presson she wan auddeniy raved to greater power than 
‘sver But ammudet all her trempbe, she was obliged to 
fame hed atterly perwhed every 
part of her coast was ea closely blockaded that, even in 
dest range, she felt berself lhe a prisoner, who 
ut that may not be over-passed 
‘When Bonaparte arrived at the digeity of first Consul, 
cared to purchase golden opmious by expres 
wre of peace and in furtherance of this demgn, 
hus own hand, a letter to George Ll, 
ery epint of pacificaton But tho 
action wee informal, and the source of such sent ate 
wes more tha yuestiunable—and, as Bonaparte Inmuvelf 
had probably wished, the proposal fated Bach an 
r however «nabled bim to continue hoshlites with # 
Lotter grace, under bis new character of peace 
snd be availed himself of the opportunity, by redoubhiag 
No cnertions Great cvents suesecded, by which Berope 
was shaken to tts coutre, end im the course of ae 


































Britain, and arrayed against Ler, that 
obliged to fay ail Russan, Danwh, and Swedish 
her porte under an embargo Instead of a detail, how 
‘er, It wall be only necessary to rum up the achieve 
ments of Britain from the commencement of this war, 
to the end of 1800 In 1793 (the year when bos 
fulties commenced) we had taken Tobago, bt Pierre, 
Miquelon, Pondicherry, part of St Dumungo, and the 
feet at Juul 1294, Martimgue, Guadaloupe, S¢ 
Lucia, the bemts, Corsica, and Mangalante—in 1705, 
Trincewaalee, und the Cape of Good Hope—in 1706, Aw 











hundred and eighty-one fngatos, two 
hendred and twenty four smaller shrps of war, seven 
‘uudred and forty three French privateers, fifteen Durch, 
and sevent xx Spauish ships 

In the maxn time a formidable combmnanon bad been 
waatured against cur maritune supremacy The Prenb, 
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who, upon the loss of thins own naval resources, endea 
voured to snacy the British nary with the fieets of other 
(ountnes, had worked upn the weak character of the 
Rusuan emperor, to matyate lim agamet Britam, and 
an this they were abundsntly saccemsfal Paul, who was 
decidedly a madman, had set bis heart with « madman 5 
Pertiuscity upon the possesaon of Malta, but beng re 
fused by the Brush in this exoristant expectation, be 
became from that moment our enemy Bonaparte che 
nuhed the resentment of the Csar, and promumed him the 

on of Malta ax soon ax he had conquered xt from 
the Rughab , aud im return for thus, Pacl ogreed to 
become the head of the northern confederacy for secur 
Ang the Liberty of the seas The accemon of Denmark 
and Sweden soon followed, irritated an these states had 
Jong boen at the night aimed by the British to search 
all neutral vessels, as well a induced by the profitable 
terms upon winch stores of all kinds could be conveyed 
into the French ports ibis coalition was matured in 
1809, when the difttxent northern powers began to mam 
fest their hosule purposes against our commerce , and 
the Czar laid an emoargo upon all tbe Britisd ships in 
bis ports, to the number of three bundred, the crews of 











ese states were apparently correspondent with so 
decane a step Russa had ehty two snl of the 
Ine, and nearly forty Sngates, Denmark twenty three 
and fourteen frigates, and Sweden 









ich of these powers possessed To 
meet alvo the first bursting of the storm, winch way 
expected to fail upon Copentagen, both des of the bound 
wert fortified, and batterne were erected on the island 
‘of Amack, and on the Sproe in the Belt, plentifully fru 
nwhed with red bot shot, aud arnilery men to wse thew 
‘The capital, also, and the whole ssland of Zealand, 
30 strougly fortified a# 10 appear uopregnabl 
should the difficulties of approach be surmounted 
The hour of nisl sas now at band 6 British dest of 
exghteen sal of the line, foar frigates, and thirty swsaller 
‘Yeuvels of x wrious kinds, commanded by Sir Hyde Parker 
—and ander hin Nelson, the Ife and seul of the enter 
Prac—set ea} froin Yarmouth on the 12h of March, for 
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the attack of Copenhagen, the principal strongtold of 
the confederacy The ficet entered the Sound, and by 
‘Aeeping to the Sweduh side, tt exaped the opposite bat 
tories of Cronenbargh On approsching Copenbuxen, 
the road was found fortified with « strong ime of shups 
and war vessels, mounting altogether about ax hundred 
und fifty guns flanked by very formidable batteries—-and 
fartber inward, two large ships and a fngate lay at 
14 two others without masts were moored, 
while @ strong chain was drawn across the entrance 
Portunately Neleou offersd to had the attack, after two 
days spent m reconnustning and on the mornmg of 
the tnd of Apri, the battle of Copenhagen commenced 
It would be beyond our purpose to detail, un this place, 
the difficuloes of navigation which Nelwon had to sur 
mount, befor. hiv alupe could be placed alougude of 
tie enemy, or the vanous changes of fortune that took 
the aoa bad commenced The Danes 
spirit worthy of their ancestors—worthy 
founded the British navy, and infused 
le spint * But on the mie of ther rnemes, 
equal valour was directed by supenior akill, so thit after 
terrible cannonade of five hours, the Danish fire slack 
ened, at the end of winch Nelson was m possession of 
woost of thir ships and batteries It was then that be 
sunt Ina celebrated note superscribed, To the brothers of 
Pnghabwen, the Danes, 10 which be besought them for 
‘tin sake of thar own countrymen to dent from farther 
rrastance The prince royal of Deamark yielded, and 
An aranstice for fourtecn weeks was concladed, dung 
‘hich period the armed confederation, wo fer as it re 

epicted Denmark, was to be suqpended 
Having reduced to maction a very maportent part of 
the Northern colon, Nelson, who was now svested 
‘with the chief command, resolved to follow up hie succes 
by an sttack upon the neighborting power of Sweden, 
and om Jearnuwg that a Swedish squadron of sx vat of 
the lhne was actually 1m readiness to join the Rumuan 
fixet, be shut up this small force betand the forta of Carls 
trona, where he left @ sufhcient squadron to keep it 10 
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Diockade He then reparred with the rest of bus fleet to 
the Revel Roads, im which he anchored on the 14th of 
May, with the mtennon of mating the Russian navy fel 
the ‘Nelson touch ’—bat m a fortanate hour for that 
navy, the measure had become unnecessary Paul, the 
ansane head of the luckless conhuon, had been asmes 
aamated by a conspiracy of his officers, and Alexander, 
tus son and successor, disclaimed all hoanhty axeinst 
Britain, and frecd the Eaglsb skipping xn hus ports from 
the embargo 4 convention followed 1n the wonth of 
Jane, by «hich all differences were adyuved, and e1 
Feasonable concession was made to ow marthme au 
thority 

After such great exertions the war between Britain 
and her enewies dwindled tuto 4 series of petty enconn 
ters, which gencrally termm tted m favour of the former 
From this character,h wcver we mast excipt two severe 
actions fou.bt by irJ hn Siumares This admiral hay 
amg been informed that thre French sips of the line, 
and a fugate, bad anchored off Algearas, ummediately 
made eal trom Cadie off which be was crumng and on 
percerring his spprosh, the enciny warped their ehips 
close under the butters of the harbour, and prepared for 
the encounter Sir John rmmediately ordured an attck, 
hut que of our abyps run aground, and was taken by tha 
French, while the others owimz to the falure of the 
‘wind, and the strength of the current, were unable to 
come to close combat in consequunce of loes and dantago, 
the Bnush admiral bad to retarn to Gibraitar, m onler 
to refit but two days after, he learned 
squadron of five sail of the Ime, and ti 
‘entered the bay of Algenras from why 






























on being ren 
forced by a French ship, they mtended to depart the same 
evemng ir Jobn mmediately got hus fleet ont of che 







‘Mole, to give chase, when the whole force at 
must was seen ander sail before the wind Tb 
which soon emued, beran at night, 
darkness and confusion two Spanish ships commenced 
a furious cannonade a-amst each other, by mustake. 
‘Ibis decided the fate of the encagement Two of thar 
large ships were sunk one ~4s captured, end the remain 
der crowding all sail effected their escape 

‘An enterprise undert ken agatost the French coast on 
‘the 15th of August of chie year, was attended with um 
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fortanate resalts As the favourite project of the enemy 
wnll continued to be the inveuen of Britess, they hed 
collected a great number of gun boats und other rewels 
‘at Boulogne, notwithatandung the acuity of our erasers 
tn consequence of these preparations, lord Nilson was 
appointed to watoh thu station with a considerable 
armament He bad already done the Fremtb ftoulls 
acme damage, aud being resolved to attempt its complete 
destruction, he sent a large force of gun boats and other 
vemsls, during the nicht, to make a sudden and secret 
enact, in the hope of carrying it by boarding But when 
the attack was made, it was found that a very strong 
netting was braced sp to the lower yards of the French 
veasels, and tliat cach was moored at heal and stern, 
with sou chains, and defended by nearly 200 soldiers, 
indepundently nf the land batiines and musketry from 
the ehora Thise unferewen difticultes bailed the ut 
most valour of the astatlants, and after & looy of 172 ue 
mm dhs hopelew contest th. Briush were oblced to 
rubre 

During the early part of this scar a successful expe 
dition had been Gtted ont againat the Preach army m 
Kevpt, by which all their bopes of conquest im that 

yarter were entirely anmbilated Afcer the secret 
departure of Bouaparte, im consequence of bis repulse 
Wefore Acre, the enemy had cntercd into a tresty with 
the Ter kish viner and Sir Sydney Suntth, at Bd Arisbs, by 
‘hich the Frunth agreed to quit the country, ow con 
diuon of bung allowed a safe return to France But 
the British wovernmient refused to ratify the treaty, and 
therefore the Frouch sull remained in Egypt Thus 
egregious blunder of our mmustry made a fresh expe 
dition requuite, and a flect connainded by lord Keith 
‘and Sir Sydney Smith, carrying an arms uf 16,800 men, 
under Sir Ralph Abercromby, et sail from Marmorwe 
‘om the 25th of February, and anchored m the bay of 
Aboukir, in the beginning of March Here a landing 
‘was effected by the troops 1m the face of the evemy, 
aftir which the detunve victory of Aboukir was obtamed 
on the Sst, but with the loss of the brave Abercromby, 
‘Who was mortally wounded Czvro was then blockaded 
dy wea and land, and the French were so Closely prensod 
What they were glad to mgn a capitalabon by the end of 
Suna, agreaing to ebandon Egypt, on condinoy of being 
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transported ta ther nearest ports m the Mediterranean, 
with all ther arms and effects Alexandria, winch was 
vow the only Egyptian posscesion of the French, was 10 
closely anvested by land and sea, that 1¢ surrendered on 
the tnd of September 

‘This event was the Iast movement of the war Anew 
ministry had beea formed mm England, more frroarably 
uchmed towards peace than their predecessors, and a 
megonaton bed been carrymg on for some tims, con 
ducted by lord Hawkesbury on the part of Britain, and 
‘M_ Ouo on that of France, the particulars of which were 
Kept  profoand secret unul the terms were adjuatod 
At length the prelmmary arncles were nyned in Lon 
on on the Lat of October (1801), after which they were 
ubli. In these, Britain agreed to the restitution 
of all her conquests made Jusng the war, wath th 
ception of Trinidad and Ceyton Tous by om 
of the pen, England found all her miyhty acquisttons 
vanish anto a little vapour 0 that nothing remamed 
‘but the fame of baring won thus But the nation was 
ow sick of war, and therefore the terms of peace were 
haded with every demonstration of popular approvi 
After the prelumoancs bul been thus subscribed, the 
treaty itrelf, commonly called the Pence of Amiens, was 
agned at Amiens by the marque of Gornwallu, on the 
27th of March, 1982 




















6 NAVAL IMSTORY, 


GEORGE BRYDGES RODNEY, 
LORD AODuEy, E.R 





by this great and skilful commander The unfortunate ter- 
‘unatun of the American rer olubonary war bad depremed 
epint and encouraged that of our enemies. 

‘dparm made vigorous preparations to weaken 
the power of Britain, and to attempt to wrest ber naval 
eupremacy from her—and in this they were partally 
wuccessfal But the genius of Rodney revised the spint 
of our sailors, and by bis succeasive victories he taught 
the combined encmy again to dread our naval power To 
hum, at feast, che hougur 19 due of bavmy first ventured 
ta break throu,h the hue of battle of the snemy, and by 
tacking to overpower the ships they bad enclosed before 
succonr could reach them. Thu bold and exccensful ma 
neeuvre will preservo hus name in the traditions of the 
eervice, when the recollechon of hus vutones, and the 
aeaportant results which they led to, 
forgotten or weakened by the lapse of ti 
‘He was descinded fron au ancient faunly which had 
possessed tho estates of htoke Rodeney, Somersetshire, 
for at least five huudred years Lhese cotates were 
‘added to the possessions of the duke of Chandos, in right 
of hus wile Anna Brydxes, cousn wo Hednoy, 
‘now the property of the duie of Buckingham in right of 
hus grandmother, the herress of the duke of Chandos His 
father, Henry Rodney, served 1m Spain under the earl of 

















co herrea of Sir Henry Neston, judge of the edmralty. 
His father obtained the command of the royal yacht, 
thrvagh the interest of bus kinsman the duke of Chandos, 
who generally acvompanied George [ on hue journeys 
to and from the contnent . and baring on one of these 
Ocamous been asked what mark of Aindness he would 
‘wish fas majesty to confer upon him, he replied, ‘that 
hur unjesy would etand sponsor for ku son" Wiuch 
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request having been greciously acceded to, young Rodney 
‘was named Geor-e Brydges, after his royal and noble 
godiathers His father m also amd to bave beeu revoms 
‘mended to educate the bey for the navy, under the pro- 
nse that bis peomonon would be as rapid as the rules at 
the eerrice would perait 

George Brydges Rodney was bora on the 1sth of Febru 
ary, i718, and at an early age was sent to Harrow school, 
where he continued until be was twelve years of age, 
when he revetver! a letter of service from the king (the last 
over granted), and went to vea with admiral Mediey, with 
whou be served sn years on the Newtuundland statin 
In February, 1749, he was made lieutenant wm the Dolph 





by admiral Haddock 10 the Mediterranean Iu 1744, he 

was appouted by admiral Matthews to the Plymouth of, 

tnd was sent home with x convoy of J00 ea], which he 

aaccecded m1 carrying through the widet of thy Prewely 

fleet which was then ¢ruming in the chops of the Chanuel 
Por thu service be rev 





tan confirmed by the udmralty He was then appointed to 
the Dheernes, a amall fri.cate of 20 yunv, and the year 
folloning to the Ladlos Castle, of 44 cups, but dunog 
this period he did not met with an opportunity of a 
quirang either farac or t eure 

In May, 1746 be comm mndd the Eagh, anew 
69 guns, then employid as acruise on the Trish 
In this nerniee he had the good fortune to capture two 
Atout privateers, the one a Spaniard of 16 guns, woth 
dv men, the other a Prench sinp, formerly the Shoreham 
frigate, aud whin captured retarning the same uame, 
emiving 22 guns and 200 macnn the auccecding year, 
he tormed one of the aquidron under conimodore Fox, 
which was sent to intercept a large fleet of French suer 
chantwen, homeward b nnd from bt Doningo Ibe fleet 
comnsted of 11, raluably Inden, and was convoyed 
by M Bois de ta Mothe, with four ships of war Th 
commodore sailed on the 10th of Apnl with hiv «quadion, 
which conmuted of hve sail of thr Ine, afrigate, and two 
fire-ships, and hating taken hus stauon in the bay of 
Bucay, discovered the expected fleet about four im the 
marnmg on the 20th of June The British squadron chaned 
the French, nha were to windward the whole day , tnt 
Sherr ships bung foul, im consequence of ther Lava 
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been long at sea, they did not gars much on the enemy 
‘unt the evening of the 2imt, when M Bou de la Mothe, 
during the might, crowded all the sail be cunid set, and 
effected hus escape The merchantmen, beg thus aban 
doned to thutr fate, beraine an eany prey to their pursuers, 
‘who captured forty-eight sal, and the remainder were 90 
dispersed and scattered, chat several of them fell mto the 
hands of our crumung shipe Of these prsen, nx were 
taken by captain Hodmiy sn the Eagle 

He continued in the Eagle dunn, the remainder of the 
war, and was one of the commanders under admrsl 
Hawke, at the memorable defeat of de Letenducra 
squadron, Octwher 1747 * Up thie oceamon he beased 
with the atmost spit and resolution, and may be wud 
to have then laid the foundation of that populanty and 
Teputation, which he afterwards possemed mm 40 lngh a 
degree Durivg the action the kagle engaged with two 
sbipe at once, after passing through « terrible fre, from 
the rear tothe vanof thr French lime , and im consoquence 
of having been so warmly engaged, had her whee} sot 
away, all che wen at it Rilled, aud all ber braces and 
‘Yowlmes ,one, so that for a time the vlup was absolutely 
ungoveruable This, however, did uot prevent het 
commander, as oon as his daruges were partally re 
Paired, from immediatly Jomupg 10 the proposal made by 
captain baunders, of the Yarmouth, w bear down with 
the Nottngiam, captam Sauwatcz, on the French aden 
yal n the lounant and the lotrepide, who were endcavour 
aug to escape under favour of the night The Bayle in 
‘consequence of her disabled vondition was unable to come 
wp with the Aying enemy, but the Yarmouth and Nut 
tngham engaged thet near an hour, avd would j robubly 
lave overpowered them, had not captain Saumares been 
dolled by a shot from the Tonnaut, wlich induced the 
Notanglam to baul her wind 

Oa the termination of the war, which bappened 1 the 
mronth of October, 1748 captain Hodney remamed but 
Very short time unemployed, being appointed 10 the 
following March to the Raiubow, a fonrth-rate, and soon 
after he was sent ont aa governor ané commander in cine! 
‘otthetland of Newfoundland He proceeded thather with 
the small squadron annually xent there, in time of peace, 
for the protuction of the fishery, and sm 1750, he was 
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simularly corupred, with the additional employment of 
agarebiag for # small island which Captnn Acton «np 
posed he bud dvacovered in 50N about three bundred 
Teaguas to the westward of Scilly 

Commodore Rodney cruised ten dvys sm quest of thi 
smaguoary land, and more than once the men at the 
mast head were deceived with thove ~ppearances wich 
the saslore call fog banks About the sixth or seveuth 
@ay, the crew observed branches of trees with thur 
leaves on, fights of gulls, and pisces of wreck winch 

wre generally regarded ac certh: of an adjacent 
shore, but they could not discover land for the best of 
reavous—becaure it did not oxiet 

After kus return, m Februrry. 1750, he mumed lady 
Jane Compton, arster to Spencer, then earl of North imp 
ton About the same time he was appointed captain of 
‘the Kent, of 70 guns commuissoned ax a gnard «hip at 
Portsmoath, and returned for the borouzh of Oakhampton 
an the new parkiament he retained the above command 
until the year 1759, when he was promoted to the Prinuc 
George of 90 guns Thre sup not being employed on 
‘any itaportant service, we do nat find any particular mer 
‘von made of captam Rodney till 1757 when be co 
waded the Dublin of 74 guns He served this yeur 
under Sir Edward Hawke, un the expedition against 
Rovhfort, and being the oldest captain in the fleet was 

jerabervof the council of war In the spring 

‘was ordered to Loussbourg with admiral Bos 
1d dunng the passage to Amenca the Dublin 
took the Mount Martin, a French Fast india ep home 
ward bound, of great value 

‘This was the Inst service in which Rodney was engaged 
an a private captain , for in May, 1759, he was promoted 
to be rear admiral of the blue, and immediately appointed 
te command » scaall squadron of ships of war and bomb 
‘vessels equipped for anexpedition agauist Havre de Grace, 
where the French had callrcted a great number of lar 
fat bottomed boats, for the eapposed purpose of making « 
descent upon some part of England He sailed from St 
Helen's on the tnd of July, aod the following day an 
choved with iis squadron in the road of Havre) Hem 
mediately made the necessary disposthions for carrying 
Qs orders into execution The bomb ketches were placed 
am the narrow channel of the river leading to Harfear, 
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that being the moat proper and only place to do execution 
from, and st the same time the ships of war were jadi 
ciously stetioned to protect and aupport them. Early on 
the morning of the 4th, the preparations bemg ready, 
‘the bombardment commenced, and continued without 1p 
‘termussion for fifty teo hours So successfully was this 
service executed, that the town was repeated!) in flames: 
p dufi rent parts, and their grand magarsne of stores for 
the flat bottomed ‘hosts bunt with great fury for upwards 
of ox bunrs, notwithstanding the greatest exertions used 
waxtiaguh the Gre A number of the boats were overset, 
‘unk, oF #0 much damaged by the explouen of the shel! 
as to be of no farthe rsersice, and the tended expedition 
was completely frustrated ‘10 complete tht good fortune 
which aftendcd the operations uf the little armament, 
aucteen was effected with sery mconsiderable loa to 
bold aswmilants, though many of the enemy's shot 
and shells full and burst among tbe bomb ketches wad 
Donte * 

In August he again repaired to bis station, but no far 
ther injary to the enemy remained to be effected On the 
‘24th of eptember he retvrued into port to victusl, aud 
#0 expeditions was he, that in two dayn afterward h 
sailed agai to resume hus station off Havre By thos 
Keeping the enemy in a state of perpetual agitation and 
alarm, be rendered them sacapable of making the small 
‘eet effort to restore or repair thove abattered remaina, 
which the preceding conflagration had left undestroyed 
He contmved in the sxni. line of service during the year 
1760, Dut the only remarkable occurrence that took place 
‘was the destruction of some of the enemy s floulla im the 
course of the summer 

On the Sth of July be drove on shore five flat bottomed 
‘boats, that were laden with cavpop and shot, and totally 
eetroyed them, together with a fort 
for protection at port Baann 7. 
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company st tho same time, excapia with dif ulty op the 
avr Orne, lending to Caen The French bad smiled from, 
Herfleurie the middle of the day, with ther colours flying, 
‘and making all posmble parade, as if to set the English 
squadron at defiance The huils on each mde of thenver 
and the walls of Havre were covered with epertators, who 
were astonished that the English squadron continued sta 
tranary But the admiral was too cxpenenced » seaman 
not to discern, that st would be entirely useless for bm 
to move ontil the Prench boate should have passed tha 
river Orne, as they could take shelter, m cave of an at- 
tick, 1 several emall ports be, however, carefully ob- 
seria their monons Whie the cnemy had got the 
length of Caen nver, they kept standing backward 
forward upon the shouls, and plarnly evinced their inten 
‘thon of pushing down the Channel 8 snon as the day 
should close Admiral Rodney therefore directed the 
svoall vewels to sail when it was dark for the mouth 
of the river Orne, to cut off the enemy sretrext, and with 
Ins other shops made the utmost dispatch, without ngai 
for the steep coast of port Basin 
‘Tine yudiciour dixporinon of bis squadron had the de 
rod effect The enemy were met by two of the English 
abips digcused hike Dutchmen, off Port Beroet, who 
teimed them The French perceiving that their retreat 
‘wan cut off, ran asbore, and met the fate just devernbed 
‘They were remarkably fine vessels, upwaids of one ban 
dred feet long, and capable of contaimmng f om three to 
five bundred men for m might s run Their dusater hed 
such «farther effect on the enemy that they immediately 
unloaded one bundnd other boats that were ready to 
swol, and lasd them up at Rouen as useless 

‘Daring the remainder of the yeur, and a conmderabi 
part of the ensuing, sdmiral Hodney continued on the 
same station, dicplaying tue wonted seal and abshty, and 
gamung all the advantages which the caution 
my would pertat brea to obtain In 1761, he wan chosen 
member of parhament for Peoryn, x Cornwall, and in 
tbe autumn was appomted commander m chief ot an ox 
Pedation then fitting out for the reduction of the Prench 
colony of Martnia On the 1fth of October, the admral 
sailed from Spithead, 1n the Marlborough of 4 gana, with 
four ships, three borsb ketches, and x sloop, and arrived 
on the sind of November at Barbadoes, where he was 
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Joined by commodore Barton aud a convoy from Belleule, 
‘with m part of the army that tad just before been eny- 
ployed m the conquer of tat slat, and soon afterwards 
‘sevond corps from North Amenca, under the com 

‘of generel Monckton. All the troops aud slips 
destined far this expedauon being collected, the adwiral 
Proteeded to Maruntco, of which uland he arrived on 
‘Whe Yeh of January, 1762 

‘The ships haviug mlenced the forts which defended the 
‘onst, the troxps maile good ther lunding m Cas Naviro 
bay without any loss, but they bad very consderable 
Giffcutties to encounter before they could Iay megs to 
Fort Royal, whic was now in full view, at about four 
mules distance he whole country was a natural fort. 
fication, extremely mountamous in the centre, from 
whouce there sued large streams of water, and these 
tu their way to the sen had worn deep channels, so that 
the country wis continually mtcrected with deep ra- 
Yines, and the furde were rendered parucalerly difficult 
to pase from the number of large stones which the tor 
Tents had rollid down from the mdes of the mounterns, 
The Fronch had smproved thear mataial means of defence 
by porting guards and erecung batteries wherever they 
‘were practicable , and these obstractiont no where 
more formidable than an the neighbourhood of the place 
where the first regular attack was proposed Thus wat 
the Morne Tortenson, s coumderable emmence, which, 
with the Morne Garmer, formed a natural outwork to 1 
ertads tof Fort Royal, and had been forth with a degree 
of care suitable to so important @ post 
he adiorral superrotended the landing of the arullery, 
id set on shore a large hody of seamen, who dragged 
the cunuon upwards of thier mules, through what might 
seem aloiost insurmountable dificulues, and drew the 
heaviest guns and mortars up the mountains, exposed to 

enemy s fre, and thus with such sncular coolness 
and intreyndity, that on the first cannon which ascended 
tha heghts, 2 sailor was seen ettrng and playing the 
national air of * God save the king’ 

‘Whule preparations were thus making to erect battenes 
for the grand attack, the army encamped sbore the Cav 
de Navites, nod st was determined first to endeavour to 
take by assault the Morne Tortenson To favour this 
operation, bodies of regular troops and mannes were 
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ordered to advance on the right, along the sea aude, to 
wards the town, in order to storm the redonbts which 
Jay im the Inwer ground and 1000 seamen, am fist bot 
tomed boats, rowed clowe to the shore to assust them 
‘The attack eurceeded m every quarter, and atruck auch, 
terror uito the enemy, that on the 4th of February the 
catadel was delivered upto the British forceu, and, on the 
12th, just as general Monckton was prepanng to omburk 
for the reduction of St Pierre, the capital of the uland, 
deputies arrived to propose terms for the aurrendr of 
that place, and of the whole sland ‘his sucvem was 
quickly followed by the reducton of Grenada, St Lucta, 
and St Vincent, when the whole of the Franch poses 
fiona us the Garribees were placed under the dommion 
of Great Britain 

Admiral hoduey did not cournue long in the West 
Uudion after these crents, and the pace whieh bap 
Peved early in 1763, deprived bim tot som. years of any 
opportamity of adding to the renown he had alrrady 
quitred Aa a reward for ins past services, he was ramed 
tothe dignity of a baronct of Great Britain, by lettere 
Potent bearing date January 22, 1763 and in November, 
(765, Le was aypunted to the honourable and lucrative 
Post of guvernor at Greenwich howital, vacant by the 
death of adnirul Townsend, which muaton be held tor 
four years 

‘On 2 dissolution of parhament, 10 1788, Sir George 
embarked iu an expensive contest with Mr Howe, tm 
tha borough of Northampton, and gained hus election by 
 ingonty of seventy three votes, but by this means and 
other eapensive habita whih we cannot censure, but 
Would excuse, as the tailtuge of a great man who had #0 
manny other good qualities ta redeem them, bus fortune 
became considerably impatred, and bis affuira much em 
barrassed In 1771, he remgned the governorship of 
Greenwich boupital, on receiving the appointment of 
commander in chief on the Jamaica station, whither be 
repaired, having bu flag on Loard the Princess Amelia, of 
‘80 guna” The appointment of this ship tothat service was 
intended ae a particolar and ported compliment, st bewg. 
‘extremely unusual to send a three decked sinp on that 
station, except sn teme of actual war It 14 said thet the 
command in the East Indies was offered ta bum, which 
he dechned, entertaining hopes of being appaunted go 
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veruor of Jamaica, in the event of the death of Sur 
Witham Trlawncy, who then held that post, and was 
reported to be un sn uf) state of health 

Ta this expictanon, however, Sir George was éusap- 
Pointed, and on bss return to Fngland, at the expiration 
of the tims allotted tor lis coaunuanet im commend, the 
Pressure of his circumst inces became so grvst, that he 
was obliged to rotire from the persecution of bis credy 
tors into France Ihere he lived some years in obscanty, 
‘and, as 1t »8 generally supposed, am carcumstaucos of com 
miderable duties: It sa related of this period of hus 1s 
by the Res Mr Clarke, the editor of the Naval Chron: 
cle, that bus dutrens hid become ~0 much a subject of 
Puke nowricty, as to udace tht French hing, through 
‘the duke de Biron, to make lim an offer of the com 
mand of the Prench flat in the West Indies, and alo 
to proffer a viry Liberal supply for the immediate ar 
vangcment of hin fnauces, af be would undertake that 
vommand 

«In order to accomplish this infamous destm with the 
are ster case, the duke tmmeduate ly seot a very envi an 
Nitation to Sir George 10 spend some weeks at his house, 
when one mormng during «walk in the gardens, the 
duke with great made, or rither what would be 
Yermed polite deluacy sounded the admiral on the aub 
Jeet, but so fur was the mgcnuons mind of Sir George 
from bisag able to ducover what this strange preamble 
conld Juad to, that le at length unagined bus grace tauet 
de deranged, and in cousequeace began to ese bins with 
some degrer of suspicion fot slat might happen Th 
duke, who bad uot been accustomed to such unyielding 
Principles, now came at once to the pomt, and openly 
etated, “That ae the Ling, bus royal master, intended 
the West ludies should become the theatre of the next 
‘ar, he was Communond to make the 1oost aubounded 
offt rs to Sur Geonce, if be would quit the Eaghsh service, 
and acct pt the command of a French squadron” Ta this 
duscre disable offer the admuril ws eaid to have made, with 
great temper though wath considerable emotion, the fol 
Jowiag memorable reply —"' Wy distresses, sir, 2t 24 true, 
have driven me trom the Losum of my country, but no 
temptsom whatever cat estrange me from her service, 
Had tam offir be volumary one of your own, I 
shoul bave duumed st an insult, but Fas gled to learn 
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tt proceeds from a source that can do ne wrong’ The 
duke wis so struck with the patriotic virtue of the En 
tub admiral, that from that time he became hu ancere 
frend 

‘The hberality of this nobleman, which was afterwards 
very honovrably repaid, enabled Sir George to revutt 
Is native country, soon after the commencement of the 
French wer, and to soluit a command Towards the close 
of the year 1779 Ins wishes were granted, and he was 
appointed to the ef command on the Leeward inland 
mauon, apon which he howted hus ax, that of admiral of 
the whut board the bandwich, of 90 guns On the 
25th of Decamber he aailed from Spithead, having under 
Tis orders rear adnural Digby, in the Prince Grorye of 
98 guns rear adanral Sir J L Ross bart, in the Royal 
Georca of 100 guns Gftien sail of the line, and a linge 
fluet of nwerch int shy for the Meduterraneno, and tran 
ports with stores tor the relict of Gibraltar The late 
King William 1V , aerve! as a nudshipm in on board the 
Prince George ov this occasion, 

Nothing of consquence occurre? untu the moromz of 
the gtk of January following being thin about fifteen 
Keagues to the west of Cape Finiterr. at day break a 
tet oF convoy wan ducovered tothe Nb seven of theve 
aypeared to be ships of sorae force, and the remainder to 
& merchintmeu ‘The adaural lost no time im making 
the mgnal for a general chase and iva tor his own con 
‘yoy to he by Above one halt of the Britrsh men of war 
being coppered they soon gained suffiniently an ti 
mtraage fleet to discover thit they were Spaniards and. 
by superior eulng and dextenty the whole synadron was 
eaptured by one oclock ‘Ibe prises consisted of the 
‘Curpuscaio, w abtp of 64 guns, four frigates and two cor 

attes belonging to the Caracas company, momntn 
from 98 to 30 guneeach he remarnder was composed 
sf merchant timels laden with stores 

The capture of the convoy, which proved very valuable, 
was not oaly & very fortunate event for the officers and 
coum ni concerned, but was aleo of the grestest import 
ance sa a aanonal pont of view The procipal part of 
the lading of the merchant sbips consisted of auch 
arncles as the garrisoa at Gibraltar were particolarly m 
want of, and st afterwards appeared, that = squadeon of 
Spa ush men of war, owing to thu capture, was actually 
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drtained at Cadre, being anable to proceed tn ste intended 
disunanon m the West Indies, for the want of provision 
nd stores whith bad thas been taken Mor equadron 
‘would otherwise bave sailed from Cadiz, and having 
formed @ junction with the Preuch fect at Martinico, 
the whole was 10 have proceeded sgunst the wiand of 
Jomoice 

‘As soon as the prisouers were exchanged, and the 
prizes secured, the Bret proceeded slong the const of 











very judicwusly ordered hw fieet to «al an w line of 
battle abreast, sith the convoy in the rear On the loth 





sight, 
conmenag of foarteen ships of the ine When first die 
covered, they were under an ensy sail, and come of them 
dither Iymg to, or stauding towards our fleet ‘The 
wonther bang haay, and the British Ret much extended 
au a fame abreast it was imuigincd that the Spaniards 
did not immediately discover the whole of almnral Hod. 
ney 6 force, as it was some time by fore they bexen to re 
tront, whilatin the meantime the British feot was steering 
directly towards them with s fair wind, apd under a 
press of sail The moment Sir Guorze pervenved their 
Sntentinns of escaping, be made the min for a eneral 
chute, the ships to enguce a they came up and to tal 
the lee gage, to prevent the entmy# retreat mio their 
own porte 

At tour PM the leadraoet slaps began to engage, and 
the fir. was returned with great brisknew by the enemy. 
At five one of tLe enemy « sbip: blew up with a dreadful 
explosion, while m acnon with the Bienfasant, captain 
Macbride, and every soul perished Soon after thi« 
awful sctne hid takva place, two shops surrendered The 
anon and pursait contmued with f constant fire until 
two m the mommmg, when the Menarca, the he 1dmost 
of aft the eovmy « ships, baving struck to the Sandwich 
atv receiting one broadade, the finns comved, and the 
sdmual made the mgaal to bring to 

The fruits of this victory were the Pha ore, of 80 guns, 
the fiag ship of sduural Langers, the Movarce, Prin 
cessa and Dihgemte, of 70 guns eah, catared, and 
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the St Domingo of the sama force blown up The bt 
Johan and St kugento, of 70 guve, also surrendered , 
nd an officer with some men were put on board thim, 
bat these ships were efteraarde driven on shore nar 
Cudrs by the violence of the wind, and totally lest For 
vanately the crews were preserved, and the Spamarde, 
with the dishoguubed honour of their mahon, treated 
the Brituh officers aud seamen with every attention and 
cavahty 

‘The loa sustained by the Britsh figet in thas builhant 
+ ton was very trifling, thirty two men only bemg hilled, 
and one bundrid and two wounded 

‘On the wth of Pebruary the thanks of the house of 
commons were unanimously voted to Sir Cearge for ths 
feat and important mrrice , and the same teatimony of 
TWational grautude was the eat duy conferred on lum 
dy the house of lords He likewise received the freedom 
ot the city of Loudan in 4 gold box of the valoe of ons 
lwndred guineas Rarmburgh bad some time before paid 
Yim a simular compliment AC the general elechon 
which tok place m the followimg September, he was 
Luted, though absent, and without any solicitation on 
Ing part, metuber for Westminstir, and in November 
the king, as @ very distinguished mark of his royal fa 
Your, nominated bir George @ supernumerary knight of 
the Bath, there Lem, ot that tme no vacant etall be- 
Toning t1 the oraer 

Atter the defeat of the Spamards, the fleet and convoy 
Procutded on their voyage to Cabraltar, and the prices 
‘wore sent home under charge of some ships of war The 
relief of Gibraltar, which was the Grot olyect of Sir 
Georges instructions, being accomplished, he anled to 
the West Indies, where he arnved ¢ mouth of 
March, and momediatety took upon Inm the command 
of bun majesty's sbipe in that quarter, whicb amounted 
tw twenty wal of the line, and one 5¢ gup ship, besides 
tngater _\s soon av fie had refreshed the crews of hus 
thups, and made some necessary arraugements, he re 
pared to ht Lucia, where be arsed on the 27th of 
March, and. found that the enemy, who, for some days 
previous to Ins arival, had made a parade of Bt Lucia, 
‘ith « fleet conusnng of twenty five sail of ths line, bad 
thonght proper, on the mmtetligence of bu approach, to 
reura sto Fort Ruyal Bay As soon as bus fleet could 
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30 & proper condition for immediate service, be 
proceeded off Fort Royal, where be contmued for two 
jays offering the enemy battle, but without being able 
to prurake them to come out he therefore left a aqua 
drow of hin best saling ships to watch the motions of 
thy enemy, and with the reminder returned to Gros 
Intet bay, where he lay at siugle anchor, holding bunself 
an constant readiness to pursue the ebem) on the first 
notice he should recesre of their baring put to aca 
In tha uon aMfarre continued unt the 14th of 
April, the Prench fleet under the command of the 
count de Guichen escaped under cover of the night 
from Fort Royal This being amaredintely made knows 
to Sir George by hus squadron of observation, be sailed 
Ap purmuit of them Hy five o'clock im the evening of 
the 1d:b, he bad neared the enemy sufficiently to dia 
corer that their forces conmsted of tweaty three ships 
of the hine, one ship of 30 uns, three fruxates, a lugper 
and a cutter, a force greatly superior to hus own, which 
emly avaounted (o twenty slips of the line, aud a frigate 
ot $0 guns, some of whith were in m very crazy Lon- 
dition fhe two fullowing days wore employed 1p 
uerta, the count de Guxchen endeavouring to enape, 
nd the British ulmiral uss every excrnon 
tim tau action On the 17th, at eleven in the worn 
tog, the wind favouring the Brith fleet a few points, 
be made the dupontion to attack the enemy Finding 
that they Kept from the sud with a prose of sail, whuch 
obliged thar worst qoing «hips to wet all their plan 
sails, Ser Goorpe made the o:nal that be intended to 
attack ther rear, Which wax followed by = mgnal to 
bear down and come to close emragement Many mas- 
terly mancusres were Likewise made by him, to supply 
nest akill what be was deficient in point of num- 
Yers, und the manoer im which the feet was at length 
Drought oto action reflected the highest honour on bis 
ecawanship 
Nut unfortunately, from personal dislike to the admural, 
several ot the British capteios, im concert, neglected or 
refused to obey the sigonls to get into close action. tir 
George himself set them a most gallant example, and at 
ence bore dows, m the Sandwich, 90, on the Freuch 
admiral The Montagne, 74, and the Lntrepad, 64, wh b 
were astern of the Sandwich, particularly did their 
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duty, the afforte made by the Ajax, 71, T ruthie, 74, 
Princess Royal, 60, Grafton, 74, and Trident, 74 put the 
enemy's van amto disorder, and obliged them to break 
Dew postion. bir Gorge hanag 
thus nobly set the example for close actwn, obhged the 
count de Gmicheo to best ont of the line, and thus 
Brought the French admucal’s seconda ahead and astern 
of him to windward, who very gallantly bore down to 
aupport ther flag Had admural Rodney been ns well 
de Guichen would mevatably have been taken. 
iwich sustaimed the unequal attack for more 
than an hour, uaul the Princess Royal, beanng the fleg 
of vice admiral Sir Hyde Parker, came down to her 
asastance, when the French ships drew off, leaving her 
perfect wreck, so that for twenty four hours it wa 
‘with the utmost difficulty that she could be kept abo 
water aud yet, from tha mate, by the extrasrdinary 
acnvity aud exerhons of her officers and crew, 1 
another twenty four hours she was again ready for ac- 
non The masts, saris, and ngging, were toully cut to 
Preces Her bull received eighty shots, three of which 
‘were between wind and water The Sandwich, during 
the engagement, expended 160 barrels of gunpowder, 
tana fined not leve that 3500 round shot. 

Sir George Rodney, 1m bis letter to the admiralty, 
thus describes the mtuation of bis ship durmg the en 
gaxement ‘the acton, im the centre, continued until 
fifteen mmnutes after fou, P.M when M Guichen, 1 
the Couronne, 90, with the Triomplant, RO, and Pendant, 
74, afer engaging the Sandwich for an hour and a half, 
‘bore away. The superiority of the Gre from the Sand 
with, and the qaliant bebavsour of her officers and mea, 
enabled ber to eastain so unequal a combat, though, 
Before this attack, she bad besten three supe out of 
thetr Inne of battle, had entirely broken st, and was to 
leeward of the wake of the French adm: 

‘The Couronne was on fire at the beginmng of the 
action, Beveral red hot balla were fired by the enemy. 
At the conclusion of the engegement, only nive of the 
French abips were in the hne, but 2t was amposnble to 
pursue the enemy that mght, without the greater dus 
advantage. Bor George's sbip was taken 1u tow by the 

on beard of which Se then howted bis flag, 
et lay to all might to repair theirdamages. A 
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hort tame after the sction ceased, the wind changed, by 
which the cnemy gut the advantage of the weather: 
gage, and the next morning were quite out of might. 
On the 19th, they were again discovered to the north. 
ward, and every effert was cuade to get up tu them, bue 
the hight winds and the distance of the British fleet to 
Iseward prevented tt. The French sdmiral cauhously 
Kept bis wind, hauling under Guadaloupe, while Sir 
George Rudney continued baffled with calms under Prince 
Rupert's Mead, Dommea By the 22nd, the enemy had 
vo ucreased ther distance, that at was judged useless to 
continue the chase eny longer, the edmiral, therefore, 
sod for St Lucia, ia order to refit, and fo land hie sick 
end woundid wen. The loss suatuined by the Britsh 
flect im the action amounted to one hundred and twenty 
mun killed, and three handred and Sfty three wounded, 
un board the Sandwich there were exghteen killed, and 
fifty-one wounded 

‘The conduct of many captaros in the battle of the L7ts 
‘Wan discreditable to the character of British officers, and 
Prevented the admiral from achieving * the most glonous 
victory aver obtain d by a liriush fleet over the French ' It 
se anid, that the offcats on board the frigates shed tears of 
amdygnation on observing the open and disgracefnl cou 
duct of the captains of the Stirling Castle, Elizabeth, 
Yermouth, Cornwall, Suffolk,and ctbers ‘The indignant 
Rodney eve public nonce to all hes capterns, that be 
‘would ort lus flag on board afngate, and expect tinph. 
eat ober to any sienal made, under the sertawn po- 
malty of Yung mvtantly superseded ‘Tine,’ in wrung 
to Imly Rodney, be sand, * kad an adpnirable effect—they 
became cont mced that they had nothing to expect at my 
bands but amstant pumsbmeut. My eye on them had 
more dread than the uemy's fire, and they knew at 
‘would be fetal No regard was paid to rank—edwurals 
as well as captains, af cut of thetr station, were instantly 
reprimanded by signals, or meatuges sent by fngatos . 
aud im spite of chemsslves, 1 tayght them to be, what 
‘they never had been before—efficers, and shewed them 
Ghat an inferior fleet, properly cunducted, was more than 
‘match for oue for superior and that France with all 

er boasting must give up the soverexguty of the een to 
Great Brita.” 

Tn another letter be writes ‘The court m-ral will 
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commence to worrew on captain Bateman, who com 
mended the Yarmouth im the battle of the {7th of Apri 
sud withdrew from st If ali were to be ted whom: 
Debaved on that day, I know not where wdges could be 
ould try deha 
But I have sent, and wil send, home most af 
those captains, &tc &e, who were with me on that day 
‘Len saul of them I have sent to Jamaica, the others are 
gna, end are going to hayland with couvoys 
Tue treating them in the uianner {have dove bas taught 
them a leon they wore bef ire umorant of —that while 
they are undir my Command they must do there duty, 
or suffur disgrace but if they hye to eternity, they will 
never have it in their power to make their coutry 
amends for thir behaviour on the 1:th of April 
“1 find the world call out aloud thit I should bat 
praised those who did ther duty on that day Show we 
{he man (ru own captas and a fa othire excepted) 
that deserved praise and then [kt them blame m 
they can I would favo thmk it wae ignorance, I a 
Muodiing to think worse Part { am sure was villany, 
with the hope of upsctung the admmetration 1 ha 
tald them so—and the world will plainly perceive by my 
sending home ull the ships that were on this station before. 
y arrival what ts my reason for xa dowg st wants 
no comment, nor did my pra of the French admural-— 
T meant st ase reproof to my own fleet , they deserved st * 
By these vigorous measures the fleet was broaght mto 
the movt effirent state of dimspline, and to prevent the 
minds of his captaiax from berg unemployed, he #ub 
veeted them to 2 constant series of manceurres, an which 
be did not permit the alghtest neglect to pase uorepri 
moanded On the 6th of May he received intelligence 
that the enemys fleet had left Guadaloupe, and were 
Approaching to windward of Marumique Me immedi 
avely put to sen im nearly the same force as before, and 
on the 18th he agen got stat of the emmys fest, 
bout thres Jesguct to the westward of the ulead of St 
Lucia, consuming of the same forc. us uu the preceding 
engagement The count & Gaichen studiously arouded 
comnng to a general action, but, relying on bis aupert 
onty, 10 paint of sling, to the Brush feet, he fre 
quently bore down im line of battle abreast, and then 
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drought to the wind, at a Iittle more than random shot 
ditance The English adimral, rwortified at not having 
wm bus power t gan the wind, and thereby force 
the encmy t battle, on the 15th directed bis feet, by 
atcual, to mal ‘posnbl: sail on a wind Thus on- 
agrurie ted the esemy to suppose that be was retiring, 
and emboldened them to approach much nearer than 
usual Sir George Rodney suffered them to enjoy the 
@ecepuioa, until their van ship had approached abreast 
of lus centre, when by @ lucky shift, which would enable 
to weather the enemy, be made the argcnal for sear 
ral Rowlsy, the third im commana, who then led the 
‘van, to tack and gain the Wind of the enemy The French 
fleet inatantly wore, and fled with a crowd of sail, not 
withrtanding which, they would have been forced to 
eoxexe, bad not the sind unfortunauly changed mx 
pointy im thu favour winch enabled them to recover the 
advantaze of the weathir cage At acven PM, ceptan 
Bowyer," m the Albion riached the ccntre of the enemy's 
June, uod commenced x heavy cenuonade, supported by 
the Canqueror and the rest of the van Dut aa the enemy 
contumued under a preas of nail, gone of the rest of the 
Auth ect could purtake an the ection 

‘From this moe to the Ith the enemy kept the advan 
tage of the wind but um that dav st so far favoured the 
Bric cet as to flatts thr adaural with the hope of 
buing abl to bring on a gencratachon Bx fore, " 
be could clive with the cniiny it again shifted A par 
Wal encounter tonk place butwccn the rear ot the French 
nd tee van Cte Britieh Oct, br enemy Lept at 
auch a diutance that nothing decuve occurred Thi fol 
Jewing day they contmue | undcr a prens of sail, stand 
ang to the northward and ou the Sixt were entirely out 
of ought The jurenit havin, led the fleet forty lanes to. 
windward of Marumque, and many of the ships wanting 
rable repairs, the admiral atecred for Barbsdoce, 

nd anchored 1p Carlule bay on the 23nd of May 
Here be med the wumost expedition, mght and day, in 
refitting the ships of hrs squadron, and supplying there 
differest wants He was the more auxious to pat them 
ur a state of complete equipment for service, as he bad 
This pallant offre commanded the Bartior, 14 rear sdmira} of 


sa whan a tae ation Sf tae tat iors ive, aoe ad 
8 "He died adwaral ofthe Biwe bn 000 peas 
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recerved » telligence of the approach of a Spanish aqua 
dron, covering of twelve anil of the lane, which exiled 
from Cadiz op the %8th of April, and which be hoped to 
before the French ships, which had put into 
xy shattered condition, should be again 
fitfors.a in thu expectation he Gas unfortunately dieap- 
pointed, for the Spanish admral altered bis orj.rmal ren 
desvous, which was kuown to Sir George, and proceeded 
no farther than Guadaloupe, from whence be dupatched 
a fucate to Martiniqas , dc ing the count de Guicben to 
which be ancordingly did with 











en.hteen sail of the line 

‘The great superiority of the combined fleets compelled 
Sur Geonve to remarn inactive durmmg the remuunder of 
the season for naval operstions Un the spproach of the 
hurricane months he sulted with elevin auil of the line 
and several frigates to North America 
tucular occurred dusine ins stay 1m that qui 
return to the West Indice to December, 
Attempt in comunction with gcnetat Vaughan, to recover 
the wland of St Vinuent which bid been taken at the 
beginning of the war but the force of the enemy wae 
found too strong to afford any bopes of auciss, and 
therefore the troops were re embarked almost ax soon 
they bad landed 

In Japuary, 178! rear admiral Sir Samuel Hood ouned 
admiral Roducy with a tcinforcement from Pngland, 
commuting of seven sail of the line He also brought 
intelligence of the commencement of hostilities between 
Great Britain aud Holland and iustructione for tha 
rmmediate attack of the Dutch settlements 1 the West 
Fodhes, and particularly the island of St Enstauin, which 
bad long been wewed with much jealousy and dscon 
tent by the British goversment, on m-count of the eup 
phes of naval and milttary stores which it furnusbed to 
the revolted provinces of America On the 3rd of Fa 
braary, the fleet, with  uficient detachment of soldiers 
om board to secure mucccss, appeared before the asland 
As resutance would bare been fruitless, St Eustana 
surrendcied without a blow, when the whole property it 
contamed, which was extrmated at three snllions sler 
lung, was congscated by the conqueror, and 10 render 
th conquest more complete, u convoy, which had auled 
from the wland for Europe under protection of the Mars 
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of 60 guns, about tinrty-sia hours before the arnval of 
the Enghsb feet, wes pursued by « small detachment 
uuder captam Heynolde (afcerwards lord Ducie), and 
tha whole of them captured * 

Ths unusual seventy of confiscating both public 
and private property was exercised on the ground that 
the Dutch murchants had, duruig the Amencan wur, 
supplied the enemies of Hritain with all sorts of stores, 
which bad been the means of protracting the war, and 
rently asnting the Americans im there strucgle for 
sudependence Bir George returned to England 10 the 
utunon of this year for the benefit of bus health, when 
bis conduct townrds St Pustaia was severely com 
plated of, but which he fully justGed im bus place an 
parliament, en the ground of expedicucy and the in 
Nerests of bw country 

On the death of the vouerable Jord Hawke, 13 Novem 
ber 1781, he was appornted vice admiral of Great Britaun, 
and lutenaut of the aasies and seas thereof and « 
(ow days afterwards was re apporated to tue West India 
command He bousted bus fing op board the Foreaidable 
of ¥ guns, and suled for the West Indies on the 25 
of January, 1782 with « squadron of twelve abtps of # 
ne Un the 19th of Fibruary be arrived at Barbadoes, 
aud on the 25th he formed a jancbon with rear edemral 
Sir Bamue) Hood to the windward of Antigua Being 
woos after jomed by some other ships, dispatched from 
Fnglind for the purpose of remnforeang him, be found 

nm command of a fleet connating of thirty mx sti 
me 

‘The ships from Europe having recruited their water, 
‘Su George put to wes with hus whole force in hopes of 
swe re peg some reinforcements for the French fleet, 
which wore daily expected to arrive un the Weat I 
Au thus be was duappointed, for the evems's convoy, 
reviving anformation of the station he hed taken, altered 
dherr route, and by making the wland of Deaada, and 
by keeping clase under Guadaloupe and Domina, they 
cluded tor George a vigilance, and arrived safe am Port 
Boyal bay, Martmgue, on the 23th of March 

Admural Rodney, on having information of this, 10 

‘1 For wns duangaubed service bis mayealy conferred on Str George 
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mediately returned to Gros Isiet bay, St Lucia, wlure 
be refitted and revictuailed his sinpe, ordering ins 
crusers, winle he was thns employed, to keep 2 strut 
wath om the motions of count de Grasve, who then 
conpanded the French nara! forces in the West Indues, 
aud lay with « formidable feet in Fort Royal bay Ou 
the Sth of April, Sr George received advice by captain 
Byrou, of the Andromache frigate, that the enemy wee 
ewbarking troops, and on the Sth he made the signal 
that they were coming out, and standing to the NW 
‘The French 
line, two of 50 guno, ten frigates, seven armed brags, 
two fire-ships, and a cutter 

‘Sur George Rodney mstyotly made the mgnal to weirh, 
and in little more than two hours all his ebipa were 
(tanding towards the enemy with all the sal they 
could crowd The adural Grst stretched over to Fort 
Royal, and finding none of the French ships there, he 
Wade the mgnal for a general chue Iv the wight tl 
enemy's hghts were distuctly seem, and at daylight, 
‘on the morning of the Oth, some of the advance ships 
wore close up with the enemy s convoy under Dominica 
‘Toa shape of war appeared formang 1 lie of battle te 
standing over towards Gund Si 
































pe 
Gconge nad easly th the. morniog made. the eyenal to 
prepare for battle, aud to form the lime, but the fleet 
bung becalmed under the hich lands of Domina, the 
ships were, for some time, unable to get mto their stations 
As soon ae the breese reached the van divincn, com 
maanded by Sir Samuel Hood, he stood on,and closed With 





having generally three absps 
finng upon her at once At length the leading ships of 
the centre gut the breeze, and were enabled to come ap 
to the amwustance of the van These wore followed by tha 
Formidable, Dake, and Namur, who made and sustaued 
a most tremendous fire The gallantry displayed by the 
captasn of « French 74 1m the rear, who backed hu main 
top sul, ateadily recerved and bravely returned the fire 
of these three powerful abips mm succession, all of them 
threedeckers, without 1m the least flinching from bis 
saben, exited the Inghest applause and aduuravion of 
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Jus enemies The count de Grane obsereme the rear of 
the Drineb fleet coming up fast, and havin; the advautage 
of the wind, made sail, and withdrew oat of the reach 
of shot His example was soon followed by the rest of 
the French fleet, and the wind would not permit the 
British admiral to force them to continue the engagement. 
‘Two of the French lne of battle ships suffered so much 
an the achon, that they wore obliged to quit the fleet, 
and run for Guadaloupe The Royal Onk, Montague, and 
Alfred, were the Britiwh stips which suffered most, but 
not so muth oa to prevent their damages being repaired 
at soa Captam Bayne, of the latter ehup, fell in the 
action. 

‘The necessary repairs of the Britwh fleet were not 
completed before the 11th Daring thustime, the enemy, 
by carrying # press of sail, had stretched ao far to wind 
yard as to weather the Rants, and were nearly bull 
down All hope of being able to come up with them, oo 
4s to force on a second engagement, seemed now at an end, 
when, about noon, just at the moment when the admural 
waa about to order the pursmt to be deeconniued, two 
French ships of the line, which had recerred damage in 
the late action, ware percerved covsiderably to leeward of 
ther fleet, with their top masts struck, The sgual was 
Invantly made for a general chase” As at then blew 8 
fresh and steady gale, the Agamemnon, and some of the 
Beadmoat styps, would bave cut them off before the 
evening, tnd not the signals they made for asmstance 
induced the count de Grasse to bear down totheir relief 
‘Lins brought the enemy 20 far to leeward, that the hope 
of forcing them to batde was agmn revived Sir Geomwe 
Rodney recalled the ships in chase, formed a close line 
of battle, and carried asil to windward all night 

‘At day break, on the moraing of the 12th, a French 
sbip of the hue, touch dusabled, and towed by a frigate, 
‘was observed to Jeoward Ihe count de Grasse seeing 
that abe must mevitably bo taken by the Brith ships 
which ware ordered in chase, bore down with bis whole 
fect for her protecuon It was now rmposmble for the 
enemy to avoid an engagement. The alips m chase 
were ordered to their stanone, mnd a close hue ahead 
famed on the starboard tack, the enemy being ou the 
larboard At half past seven, rear admiral Drake's 
duvunen, which led, commenced the achon, and it soon 
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‘pecame general from van to rear Towards noon, the 
wind stufted, 20 a2 to permit the centre of the British 
fleet to fetch to windwardof the enemy Captain (after 
wards lord) Gardner, im the Doke, bravely attempted 
to force the enemy’s line, but unfortunstely ber main 
top moat falling over the ade, disappointed hrm im thus 
Yold attempt, and she dropped to leeward Sir George 
Rodney, mm the Formidable, supported by the Namur and 
Canada, was more successfal, having broken throush 
Qherr Le about three ships from the Ville de Paris, and 
being soon followed by those in hus rear He immediately 
wore and doubled upon the enemy, keeping up a most 
tremendous anddestruchvefire By thisbold and masterly 
mancuvre the French hne was broken, and thrown into 
the utmost confunon ‘herr van bore away, and en 
daavoured to form to leeward , but they were so hardly 
pressed by the Britsh, that they were unable to accom 
Phsh st Sir Samuel Hoods division, whch bad been 
Becalmed the greater part of the forenoon, now came up, 
‘and made the victory complete The Glorienx, 74, com 
manded by the vuscomte d Escar, made a most gallaot 
defence, her masts and bowsprit were shot by the board, 
‘and she did not striko until entirely abandoned by ber 
consorts her brave comma der fell m the action M 
de Mangny, in the Cesar, 74, displayed equal bravery, 
having sustained the fire of several of the British ships, 
and being almost a wrick, was lovely and vigorously 
attacked by the Centaur, 74 His courage was anfiext 
and he 15 sad to have ordered the coloura to 
wied to the mast, but, at length, bemg mortally 
wounded, and three other ships commg up, M de Ma 
it the same moment 
The Cesar bad no sooner strack than her masts went 
over the mde 
Among the Britsh sbsps, the conduct of the Canada 
174, captain (afterwards admiral) Cornwallis, excited great 
admiration After engaging o French 74 until she struck, 
he left hi prize to be taken possession of by the ships 
astern, and made smi after the French edmual in the 
Valle de Pan, 110, who, together with his seconds, wes 
endeavourng to rejom bu fing and scattered ships 
‘The well directed fire from the Canada annoyed the 
French admiral greatly, particularh 1 his rigzang and 
vals, and scine other ships approaching fest made 1 
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ampossibls for bim to escape Bat the connt de Grasse 
seemed determmed to sink rather than to yield his 
‘noble ship to any thing under a flag, At length, Sir 
amomel Hood came up m the Barfleur, and poured in a 
‘tremendous and destructive fire. the count de Grasse 
the acton with heroic bravery, engaging on 
when finding st im vam any longer to 16 





the aml they could crowd, closely pursued by the British 
ships, which were consequently mach dupersed. Upon 
the surrender of the French admiral, and might demo 
mang to close in, Sar George Rodney made the signal to 
‘ring-to, in order to collect Ins feet and secure the 
prizes 

Ahe Grunts of this splendid victory were the Ville de 
Para, 110, the Gloneux, Cmsar, and Hector, 74’x, and 
the Ardent and Jason, 64, ad, bomdes one 74 
eunk m the engagement. Before the prisoners could 
be shifted from the Cesar she was observed to be on 
fire, and in a few minutes blew up with a dreadful 
explonon: by this accidest, a Leutenant, the boatewain, 
and fifty men belonging to the Centaur, together with 
about 490 Frenchmen, pershed. 

‘The total loss sustained by the French most have boon 
Very great, as, bemdes the abip's crows, they bad on board 
Between 5 and 6000 troops destined for an attack on Ja 
maica. It is beheved that the killed amounted to abore 
3000, and double that number wounded. Tho Britsh 
fleet did not suffer m a proportionate degree, when we 
counder the leugth and violence of the engagement, and 
the determined obstinacy with which tbe enemy fought. 
In the two actions of the 9th and (2th, the number killed 
amounted to 437, and wounded, 766 ‘The mgual success 
which had thus been obtained, 15 suid to have heen prin- 
qupalty owmg to the skilful manceavre, till that time 
nearly new in practice, of breaking through the enewy's 
line, which was executed about the muddle of the action, 
As toon as the most urgent demages sustuned by the 
fleet were repaired, Sir Samuel Hood wae detached with 
‘twelve ships of the Ime round the island of Porta Rico, 
through the Mona passage, 1 parvuit of euch fogitres 














RODNEY 359 


as might bave taken that route He was eo muccesefal 
‘when proceeding to cape Tiberoon, which was the up 
ponted rendesvous, that he captured two ships of 64 guns, 
@ fngate of 8%, and acorvette, which hed not been present 
a the acnon Thia muperadded success, jomed to the loss 
of one or two sbips of the hue which foundered or were 
wrecked in attempting their escape, under Vandrem, to 
St Domingo, dimimshed the French fleot to nine or ten 
shipa of the bue, and two vessels of smaller Sir 
George Hodney after this proceeded to Port Royal, where 
ha arrrved on the 29th of the same month 

‘On board the Ville de Pans were found thirty arx cheats 
of money, destined to pay and eubsst the troops im the 
dengnod attack on Jamaica Thus shup had been a pre 
cent fiom the city of Parw to Louw XV, in that fallen 
stata of the French manne, after the victories of Hawke 
and Boseawen m the preceding war No pains nor ex 
Pense were spared to render the gift worthy of that city, 
and of the monarch to whom st was presented , 90 that 
‘she was sand to have cost £176,000 sterling in her build 
ing and fitung out for sea 

‘When the intelligence of this important victory reached 
England, it was recarved with the most enthusiastic trans 
Portsof joy Both houses of parhament unanimously voted 
their thanks to Sir George Rodney, and the officers end 
seamen upéer his command, for their gallant conduct 
‘Tho king raised him ta the digaity of a peer cf the realm, 
by the file at baron Rodney, of Rodney Stoke, in the 
county of Somerset, and this boncur was followed by a 
Penmon of £2000 per annum, settled on hus Jordsbip and 
Jas heirs 

‘Tha admmwtraton of Jord North baying been obliged 
to rengn, March 19, was succeeded by that of the mar 
quis of Rockmmgham , the new muustry being opposed tn 
Bir George Rodney, lord Keppel, the first lord of the ad 
muralty, determined to recall him, and admiral Pigot 
sailed to the West Indies with orders to supersede the 
gallant Rodney His successor had only sailed a few 
days when the intelligence of the great victory over 
de Grasse was received m England A swiftralng 
cutter was immediately dispatched by the admiralty to 
recall xdmiral Pigot—but too Inte The admirsl arnved 
at Port Royal, and, agreenble to his instructions, took 
upon hum the command of the fleet which Rodney bad 








300 NAVAL HIsTURY 


v0 glonioasty led to victory His lordship immediately 
sbifoad ia flag to the Montazue, 74, and sailed for Eng~ 
Anadon the 23rd of Jaly, and arrived at the Cove of Cork 
en the Ith of September, 1782, after whuh tume he never 
took mpon him any command 

The splendid aucceases of Rodney had s0 crippled and 
reduced the French navy within the space of two years, 
that it was 90 longer i a condition to contest with Great. 
‘Britam the empire of the seas Spann olgo was completely 
disabled and dubsartened , and the energies of the Dutch 
had been so thoroughly paralysed by tha capture of Bt 
Euaeatia, that thew fature exertions iu the war wae 
comparatively trifing These reverses on the part of the 
enenty promoted a disposition for a general pacification, 
which happily took place on the 20th of January, 1784 
Prom che period of lus return, lord Roduey lived pana 
Pally 1n retirement, and danug many of the lattor years 
ug euffered severely fiom attacks of gout, which 
as he advanced m years, 1-creased 1p frequency and vio 
Tenoe. He died i London ou the 24th of May, 1792, in 
‘the seventy fourth yea: of lus age, having been in the 
Ravy mxty two years, and upwards of fifty years in com 
tiation, « period of active service perhaps unprecedented 
aa the naval annals of this country 

Of hus character we need say little let bie actions speak 
for themselves One who knew inm well bas declared, 
‘That asan officer of nautical abbtes, none were his oa 
Penors,and butfewhu equals Ho possessed 2bold onginal 
genius, which always cared hum directly to the object 
he had in view As a man, he was generous, benevolent, 
and fuendly Few possessed more humanity, or knew 
Detter how ¢o support the digmity of an elevated situation 
than lord Rodney He who, when called by his country, 
‘could hart its thunders agamst the foe, and lend te fleets 
to victory, was in times of peace the oraament of domes 
hho soviety, and a pattern ot that elegant and polubed 
behaviour which should dutingmah the bigher orders of 
she commumty ° 
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SIR FRANCIS GEARY, Baaz. 


1710—1798., 


Iv ss vather romsarkable that, daring the long and impor- 
‘tant sernicee of tins fortunate commander and estimable 
map, accident should have prevented him from beng 
personslly engaged in any of the principal naval opera- 
fhous of his ame. He enjoyed the greatest reputation, 
and was intrnsted in succeanon with the bighest com- 
mands, Bat if he acquired less renown than some of hus 
‘comtemporanies, his suocess as « cruiser was equal to that 
of any of them, 1¢ corsmenced in hus first command and 
continued to him m the last, which enabled hm to 
Sequure his fall share of the wealth which the service 
‘has often enabled individuals to acquire at the expense 
of the enemies of their country. 

‘He was descended of an ancient family, long settled 
at Aberystwith, Cardaganshire, and was born aboot the 
your 1710. He sntered the usvy by an admiralty order, 
Gr, as at was termed, the king's letter, 10 1727, as a 
‘volunteer on board the Hevenge, 70, captarm Norbury, 
which formed one of the squadron that was then sent to 
the Baltu, under the orders of Sir Jobo None On the 
return of the Revenge to England, they were ardeved 
to Gibraltar to reinforce Sir Charles Wager. Ho con- 
‘fumed im various services as midshipman and heutenant 
‘anh 1742, when he was advanced to the rank of unp- 
tao im the Squirrel, of 90 guns. This promotion soon 
ave lum an opportamty of divbagmshing humsolf 1m 
that line of service which at onve advanced his repate 
thon and increased hus wealth, for it appears that fow 
captains were moro successful m therr captures than 
Inmself, He was fret sont to crave off the wland of 
Madera, when he very shotly attacked and captured 
@ Spanuh privateer, which he manzed, and employed 
as an armed tender, im company with which vessel, on 
‘tho 29th of Jannary, 1744, be destroyed another armed 
Spanuh ship, and on the l0th of February he had the 
ood foctane to make prise of a French simp, the 

R 
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Prerre Joseph, bound for Cadiz, and nobly teden on 
Spanuh account, from Vera Cras and the Havamndh. 
The cargo conuted of 65 chests of mlver, each con- 
‘taining 2000 pieces of eaght, 5 bales of cocbmeal, 57 of 
indigo, a case of vanulla, a quantity of sugar, and 9500 
hades * 

Captain Geary's succes as 2 cruser led to ins ap- 
pométment, on the 17th of February, 1744, to the Chester, 
‘of 60 guns, and being sent to c.ume with captain Brett, 
of the Sunderland, they captured, on the 20th, a French 
frigate of 20 guns and 134 men, besidea many passen- 
gers of consequence, with # valuable cargo and 24,000 
dollars In Jaly, when 10 company with the Hamp- 
tou Court and Grampus sloop, captun Geary agen 
captured exght French West Indaamnen, from Hhspa- 
Biota and Maromco, carrying 188 guns end 518 men 
About the same time he also took the Elephant, French 
fngate, after a smart slorath, in which he bad an 
officer and several men killed and wounded Early in 
1745 the Cheater was ordered for Louisboarg to reinforce 
the squadron under commodore Warren, in the reduc- 
tuoa of that place, but captain Geary having been sent 
with an expiess to England, was deprived of shanng in 
the immense property subsequently captured It 18 satd 
that he mstained a negative loss of £13,000. mn having 
been sent to England. 

His return, however, led to bis appointment ta the 
Culloden, 74, and im 1747 be joined the squadron under 
the command of rear-edmuiral Haw! with whom be 
«ontinued on coustant service tll the conclamon of 
the war. The friendship which he then formed with 
thet great commander and excellent man was of the 
greatest benefit to him m after-hfe It obtained for 
dum the command in chef of the ships m the Med 
‘way, with the rank of commodore, which be held unnl 
hw marrage with Mus Bartholomew, of Oxenheath, 
Kant, « lady of large fortane 
fr) rar cent ee yroes Oy Tey 

or St ies ee pid apr oh 
ao pie er ee 


bad been equal me fic 
Sad ken covally‘ruccemfel —Suck traits of generous fricoikiyp are 
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Captain Geary continued unemployed unt! the recot- 
mencement of the war wsth Franco 1 1753, when he 
‘was appointed to the Somerset, 70, one of the squadron 
which was sent to America under the commend of 
adm.ral Boscawen On bw retarn to England at the 
close of the year,he agam yomed the Channel squadron, 
under the ortera of Sir Edward Hawke, when the So- 
merset and Rochester captured two large French letter 
‘of marque alps, from Bordeacx to Quebec, laden with 
provmoos and miktary stores, and a detachment of 
woldsers on board No other circumstance of import- 
ance cocurred at this time He continued aninterrupt- 
eilly employed 1m the Channel service during the war, 
as private captam, or with the rank of commodore with 
a captam under him wheo he commanded in chief at 
Portsmouth and the Nore In 1758, he removed mto the 
Lennox, 74, and 1p 1750, soto the Besoluton, 74, when 
‘with the fleet under the command of Sir Ed- 
\wke, which was seut to watch that of Confians 
arbour of Brest A few duys after the fleet Lad 













of the lune, two frigates, and 8 fire sbrp In June he 
‘was promoted to the rank of rear admiral of the white, 
ad removed hus flag into the Sandwich, when he was 
ordered to Plymouth, 1 August, to refit 

Having quickly refitted, the Sandwich reoined the 
fleet of Ushant, bot durmg the storm which drove the 
Engush fleet mto Torbay 1m the beginning of November, 
the Sandwich unfortunately sprang her main mast, and 
was ordered uito Plymonth again to refit and to land her 
wack, which circumstance prevented admira? Geary from 
\eang present im the well known acton which was fought 
on the 20th of November He sailed again from Ply- 
month ou the 19th of November, and crused off Brest 
‘ann the 57th of Decsmber, when he returned to port, 
efter having been at sea for upwards of seven wontbs, 
‘with the excephon of the thres days which had been 
spent m refitang in Plymouth sound 

‘On the Sth of April, 1760, he again pat to sea witb 
x sail of the lme and a frigate under bis command, ta 
eine off Rochfort, to mntercept » French squadron which 
‘was then fitting oat for the Kast Indies Admiral Geary 
continued on that station ann) September, when it be 
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came koown that the French bad given up their inten 
‘hon of putting to sea, and had dismantled ther squadron. 
‘Thos, although be bed not the honour of fighting or cap- 
tuning them, be had at least the satisfaction of baring 
ited them from rewnforcing their squadron im the 
which enabled admiral Pocock to maintain 
‘his superiority in that quarter agaipet the ablest admiral, 
M a’Aché, which France at thet time could boest of 
Admiral Geary returned to England, and was apporuted 
Port admural at Portsmo tth, « bere he displayed such 12 
dofesgable dilgence and attention to bis important dates, 
ius to call forth the warmest approbation from the differ 
ent commanders who reqoired bus services Huw zeal 
was particularly displayed xn the equipment of the equa 
dron mtended for the expedition to Belleusle, 1n 1761 and 
1702, and also in the armament which was sent for the 
rednoton of the Havannab, which was the most succem 
fal expedition ever undertaken by En-In0d 
‘At the general peace he was ordered to atriko his fag, 
and, at the same time, the thanks of the bouse of com 
yaons were conveyed to himself and the officers under bos 
command, for therr extraordinary dihgence m the var 
ous duties which bed been imposed upon them From 
ths frme he remained mm rebrement till 1770, when he 
‘was again appomated to the command at Portsmouth, om 
the expectation of a war with Spain, on account of the 
dispute about the Faikland islands Spam having, on 
that occamon, had the good sense to avd a war for 
much an magmifcant object, admiral Geary once more 
returned into private hfe, antl tha death of admiral 
Sir Charles Hardy, m May, 1769, when the king was 
pleased to mgnify hus sntention to appomt hm to tho 
chisf command of the Channel feet Admiral Geary 
accepted the command which bad beon so graciously 
offered to ham, and hoisted his flag on board the Victory 
tha Meet connsted of twenty-four sai} of the line, with 
Engatee, fire-sbops, and ameller vessels, commanded, 
under the admiral, by the sduurala Barnngton, Darby, 
Digby, and Bir Joke Lockart Ross 
The fleet sailed for Brest 1n Mav, and had for its ob 
ject fo prevent the junchon of the French and Spanish 
fisets Nothing material occuried all the ard of Jaly, 
when fleet of twenty pail was discovered, these were 
wmmediately concluded to be the enemy of whom they 
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were in search, and the utmost alscrity was wed io 
endeavouring to get up with them, The chase continued 
the whole dey, and st five o'clock in the sfternoan the 
‘enemy were come up with, when the admiral was disap- 
pointed ta find that the enemy was nothing more than © 
convoy from Port-nc-Prince, under the protection of a 90 
gu ship. Fourteen sail were taken, which were valued 
at £126,000, and had not = thick fog come ou about 
saven o'clock, it is probable that the whole woald have 
been captared.® 
Admiral Geary contioued at sea for apwards of two 
mouths, and having 2500 men sick, the fleet returued to 
Portsmouth on the 18th of Aagust. Shortly after the 
admiral was taken dangeronsly il, and was obliged to 
Fenga the command. He never afterwards was able to 
retarn to the service, bat spent the remainder of hie 
Ufo in retirement. His long and meritorious services 
Procnred him the bonourable advancement to the rank 
of a baronet of Great Britain, on the 3rd of August, 1782. 
ied on the 7th of February, 1796, at the advanced ago 
of eighty-six, moet highly revered as a naval commander, 


public spirit, and general worth. 
son is the present Sir Wilham R. P, Geary, bart,, of 
Oxenhesth, Kent. 
























‘© An anecdote m related of tbe bd 
Whstrause the Amable eheractar 
‘nepal empeniet who a 
‘Wee savernally nod moet 
ee-nformed offcers mm the service, as 
tia mode of mancurriog 8 
Sent end donag te comunmance 
‘whote no man wee 8 sounder jude 
Kas lectern to adral Geary, 1 am 
1 smo eounnoed 
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THE HON. AUGUSTUS KEPPEL, 
LORD VIscoUNt EEFrEL. 
1795—1786. 


Tuw admoral was the ecoond son of Walham Anne, 90 
cond earl of Albemaie, by Indy Anne Lenox, di 
of Charles Lenox, first dake of Richmond. He was born 
on the 3nd of April, 1785, and went tosea m the thirteenth 
‘year of hw age, under the care and protection of commo- 
dore Anson, whom he accompamed im the Centurion in 
hus expedstion to the South Seas. At the attack of Pata, 
he belonged to the stormng party, under the command 
of Loutenant Brett, and in the service bed avery narow 
cacape, » sbot having carried off the peak of a yookey’s 
cap which he wore, close to his temple. At the capture 
of the Spanish gallecn, Keppel behaved with so much 
suet, thas the commedore wee raced te elvance inet 

to the rank of heutenant. 
return of the Centurion te Bogiund i 1744, he 
‘war rmmodiately promoted to the command of 2 sloop of 
war. He did not, however, continue long in the stabon 
of master and commander, bang made post captain, and 
appointed to the Sappbire frigate, in the month of De 
ember m the samo year This veasel was employed ap 
‘& cruuer, in which service her commander sppeare ts 
have been very active and successful. On the 1éth of 
April 1745, he captured a large French ship from Mar- 
‘unico, bound to Rocbfort, with a valaable cargo of sugar, 
coffe nd cotton » end aa the ath of May folomng bi 
took a stout Spanish privateer, mounting auxteen 

Tu 1746, be obtained the coosmand of the Maidstone, a 
susp of 80 guns, and wae the same service 
‘a8 before, bat made only one inconaderable capture. 
In July, 1747, he had the musfortuns to be shipwrecked mn 
giving chase to a French privateer, by runming too near 
‘the shore on the coast of France near Nasts, when the 
‘Maidstone strack on « rock, and was lest. The officers 
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was tried, os us usual an such occasions, for the lows of 
hus ship, and hopomably acquitted After thus misfortuoe 
he was appomted to the command of the Anson, a new 
siup of 64 guns, one of the crusing feet kept m the 
Channel during the remunder of the war. 





She porpote of demandsng satsaction of the forerornent 
of Algiers, for « fogrant act of piracy committe 
of the crouere of tust state on a Brith vesecl, ‘Tue bo- 
our of the British fing, and the pecubar character of 
the Algerines, rendered « great degree of firmness and 
ducretion necessary mn the performance of thus service, 
Koppel arrived at Algiers on the 24th of June, 1750, with 
wamall squadron, conasting of a 30 gun ship and taree 
Ingates, and immediately opened bis negotiation with 
‘the Dey, am conyunchon with Mr. Stanford, the Brush 
“consul, which, after much trouble, he bought to an ami 
‘table conclunon. 

In the beginning of November, 1758, be returned to 
Port Mahon, from whence he dispatched a sloop to Eng- 
land, with the treaty of peace which he had concinded 
with the dey of Algiers. In the April following, he 
‘Tecmved the ratification of thns treaty, and again repaired 
to Algiers im order to exchange at In the meanwhile, 
however, another act of pracy, comnntted by an Alge- 
rine corsair, mado it necessary to demand farther antus- 
faction before the treaty could be carried into effect. 
Koppel remonstreted against this second robbery in very 
strong and decimve terms, to which the Dey with great 
sabmisnon rephed: ‘That certanly ono of his officers 
hod been guilty of a very great fault, which tended to 
embral him with bis pencupal and best frends, where- 
fore that officer should never more serve him either hy 
aon or land.’ And he farther said, ‘That be boped the 
‘ng of England would look upon it as the achon of a 
fool of a madman’ that he would take care nothing of a 
like nature should happen sm fature, and concluded by 
demxmg that they might be bettor fends than ever’ 
‘Thue declarahon was tranemtted to England, and pub- 
lushed by the admiralty on the #204 of May, 1751, In 
the course of the ensuing summer he arranged 2 smi- 
Jar treaty with the states of Tripol: and Tums, After 
the final adjustment of these matters, he continued 
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another yaar in the Medsterranean, and in Angust, 1762, 
returned with ine whole squadron to Engiend. 

In September, 1704, be was appomted commodore of a 
squadron sent #3 canvas a hody of troops to North Ame- 
rea, under the command of general Braddock, for the 
Parpose of checking the encroachments of tho Indien 
‘rastigation of the French, were at 
that time coutioually making predatory jaroada Tato the 
ack settlements of Virmete After landing the troops 
at Ja ‘Keppel co-operated with the army as 
Jong as the natare of curcumstances would permit, sud 
shortly after the dofeat of the unfortunate general Brad- 
dock, he roturned to Engiand, as a passenger, on board 
the Seahorse frigate 

‘On ins arrival he found his country engaged in hos- 
hues with France, and, soliciang a command, was 
appointed first to the Swiftsure, but afterwards removed 
anto the Torbay, and was ordered to the Mediterranean 
with a small squadron consisting of four slips He had 
not bowever, proceeded far in bis passrge thither, 
an epidemic duorder broke out 1m his squadron, which 
obliged him to put back to Plymouth On his retum 
rected to proceed to Bpithead, to take the com- 

apctber small squadron, then lying at that 
place under orders to crue im soundings With thie 
squadron he made several croses 1m the Channel, but 
on this occamen nothing materual occurred. 

Ju the winter of 1766, be ant as ono of the members of 
the court mertel beld at Portsmouth on admiral Byng, 
and when sentence was passed on that rll-used com- 
mander, he was one of those who were denrons of being 
Felensed by act of parhament from their oath of secrecy, 
ao that he might be at liberty to bear testmany to the 
justice of the sentence In the ensuing year ha served 
he Torbay, under Sir Raward Hawke, in the unsue 
Ceveful expedition agmast Rochfort Daring the following 
‘umamer be cocamonally commanded « small Aying equa 
dron employed on short cruses 1m the Ch: end off 
‘the French coast, in which ke was tolerably successfal, 
having made several valuable prises 

He was next appornted to command i chief the expe- 
dition sent agunst the French settlement of Goree, on 
‘the ooaat of Africa, and smiled om the 16th of October, 1758, 
having his broad pendant on board the Torbay The force 
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under his command consisted of seven ships of war, two 
Dbomb-ketches, a fire-ship, and a mumber of transports, 
with two regiments of troops on board. With there he 
left tha Cove of Cork on tha Itch of November, and ia 
the early part of his voyage met with very bouterous 
weather, by which he had the misfortune to lose two of 
ha ships of bis squadron: the Litchfield of 68 guns, and 
the Somerset traneport, ware, on the 29th of November, 
wrecked upon the coast of Barbary, about nine leagues 
to the weatward of Saffy ; and this disaster wus the more 
ealacitous from the impossibility of aaving the crews, 
part of whom perished, and those that reached the shore 
met with = severer destiny in being made captives by the 
‘Moors.® 

Keppel with the remainder of hia force happily got to 
an anchor off the faland of Goree on the 24th of Decem- 
Ber. From that time to the 29th the commodore was 

in making the necessary dispositions for on 
attack, which being completed the troops were landed, 
and the ships opened a tremendous fire on the enemy's 
Datteries, with shot and shells, which continued with 
incouant fury for several hours. The enemy, unable at 
Tength to suppart the severe fire of the British equa- 
drom, fled from their guns, und abandoned the fort 
M. do St. Sean, the governor, was therefore compelled to 
surrender at discretion ; and the commodore landing the 
marines, took possession of the place. The loss sustained 
on this occasion by the British squadron amounted to 
one bupdred in killed and wounded. 

‘The commodore having taken his prisoners on board, 
and left a sufficient garruon to seoure his conquest, pro- 
ceeded to Senegal with colonel Worge the governor, and 
supply of troops. He salled from thence to England, 
‘where be arrived on the ist of March, 1759. 

Daring the remainder of the year he served as a pri- 
yate captain in the Channel fleet, commanded by Sir 
Bdward Hawke, and bore a vory distinguished share in 
the memorable defeat of the French armament under 

2, 20ghen nad chy ofthe crew ofthe Litchtehd prised. tm 

‘Suunel, carpenter, and sever gutcnor oticers” Capan Barton, bet 

cr eh toe foe gt ez ecrivory wee cond Me. 

‘ior & the caper o kt for thine Tincom, which, © snclode 
‘ae other Boga mtyects, > tied af 00d dalla. 
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‘M de Conflans, which happened on the 2th of No 
‘vember; the Theste of 74 guns uavmg, os xt 15 reported, 
‘been sunk by the fire of the Torbay 

Afver this victory ke continued to be employed on the 
home station, principally tn the cecamonal command of 
‘ous of the small equadrons stationed to watch that rem- 
nant of the enemy's fost which had effected 1ts eacape 
‘from the encounter just mentioned. In the beginning of 
the year 1760, be was removed from the Torbay to the 
‘Valiant, a new sbtp of 74 guns,in which he agam sarved 
‘ender Sur Edward Hawke m Quiberon bay As a re 
ward for kus services he was eppomted colonel of the 
Plymouth division of manner Towarda the conclunon 
‘af the year be xecerved the command of » squadrox' of 
‘gn ships of the hne, with several fngates and emaller 
vessels, which were destined to cover an expedition 
concerted by the Britwh minutry xgummst the cozst of 
France The death of George Il which took place on the 
‘28th of Ovtober, however, occamoned & suspension of this 
‘expedition until the next spring 

‘On the 29th of Murch, 1761, commodore Keppel sailed 
from St Helen's to the wland of Bellewls, with « large 
squadron of men-of-war, and one bundred sai! of trans- 
Ports, havmg on board 10,000 troops, under the command 
of mayor general Hodgson. At the same tume a strong 
equadron was ordered to cruise off Brest, under the 
command of captain Buckte, to block up that part, and 
tw prevent any succours being scut to the rebef of Belle- 
ale On the 7th of April, the fleet anchored m the great 
Youd of Palus, and the next day a luge detachment of 
troops were landed m Port Andeo bay, on the south- 
east mde of the uland, under cover of the Achilles 
end Dragon men-of-war. But the commencement of the 
undertaking wore © tery aupromuning aspect. The 
enemy bad taken post on the top of an almost macces 
sible mountain, where they bad strongly intrenched 
themselves. Several vigerous attempts were made to 
dislodge them by forcing ther intrenchments, but they 
all proved ieffectual, and the Britwh troops were at 
length obiaged to retreat, with the loss of £00 men 1n 
killed, wounded, and taken prisoners. 

The general and commodore, not disheartened by this 
sovere check, were resolved to persevere im the oljert 
of the expedition Accordiagly, on the tad, after having 
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reconmetred the sosat, it was determined to make » 
deacont at Tort d’Arme, and m order to divert the 
enemy's attention, two feiuts were to be made at the 
ame time on another part of the sland. The ships of 
war which were ordered to second tha operations of the 
army, having brought up at ther stanous, opened a 
heavy fire on the enemy, and soon silenced their battenes. 
Lue troops were instantly landed, and advancin) 

‘wtmost resolution and bravery, 1m a tume obliged 
the enemy to fy from therr redoubts 

‘As won os M. do St Griz, the French gezeral, found 
‘that the Englsh hed made good thetr Innding, he col- 
lected his whole force, and retreated to the town of 
Palass, where he was determined to make a stand. On 
the 13th of May, sxx strong redoubts were carried with 
great resolution and mtrepidity by the British forces, and 
‘with very httle loss. On the 7th of June, practicable 
Broach beang made ithe citadel, and every necetsa y pre 
aration made for storming, the French commander beat 
the chamade, and offered to capitolate. The terms being 
Brinsh troops marched the next day into 
, and were put 1 possession of the whole 
















remained with his fleet at Belisisle some time 
capitulation, with 4 view not only to protect the 
sland against any attempt to retake xt, but to block up 
a squedron of the enemy, connsting of exght sbips of the 
Inna and four fngates. He was, however, dnven tiow 
hw station on che 29th of January, by a violent storm, in 
which many of his ships reoeived 20 much damage, thar 
he was under the necessity of returning to England to 
refit them. When he arrived at Plymouth hus own ship, 
the Vahant, had five feet of water in her hold four shy 
nly caine ito port with her, the rest of the eet bi 
separated m tho gale 

Immediately after hus arrival he was chosen to com- 
mand a division of the fleet under Sir George Pocock, 
then equipping for the expedition against the Havannah, 
‘an appointment the mors gratifying to him, ad toa brother 
‘the earl of Albemarle commanded the land forces. 4+ 
the promment events of the expedition ars related at 
large in the hfe of admarsl Pocock, we shellonly obseri, 
Chat the share of service which fell to commodore Keppel 
to perform was executed with the greatest spuist, activity, 
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and diligence Hes share of prise mansy on thus oocamon 
was £24,538 10s 14, aod that of bas brother the exlof 
Albemarle, £193,607 10s 6d 
On the Bist of October, 1763, he wes advanced to be 
rear-admural of the blue, the promotion of flag officers 
‘bemg extended beyond the customary huts on purpose 
tw inctnde him, he being then the yumor on the lut. He 
¢ Havennah some tune after us surrender, 
‘oF two craues which be made from thence 
aloog the coasts of Cuba, he had the good fortune to 
juable prises In September he suiled 
dim kus passage thither fell im with a fleet 
of tweoty sail of French merobentmen, richly laden with 
suger, coffee, and indigo, under convoy of four frigates, 
all of which he coptured, and carried into Port Royal 
harbour 
On hus return to England, after the peace in 1763, we 
find adsiral Keppel in the enjoyment of no wconsiderable 
hare of the royal Favour, being made one of the grooms 
of his mayesty’s bed~chamber, end appornted & lord of the 
admiralty But he held these mtuatons only u abort 
roniguing them in 1700, when he was appomted to 
the command of the yachts and vessels which convoyed 
the queen of Denmark to Holland 
Lu October, 1770, he wes promoted to the rank of vices 
adnural of the blue, and about the same bme was ap- 
pomted to command a squadron, eqorpped under the 
apprebevsion of « rupture with Spain on mocount of the 
Falkland Islands Ibe dispute berg compromised before 
he horeted hus Gag, the appointment of course dropped, 
and he was not again employed tll a much mere im- 
portant cocamon 
‘be court of France having, us February, 1778, ackoon - 
ledged the mdependence of America, proceeded to make 
an open arawal of the hosnle sentiments they bad long 
entertsimed against England, by detaramg all Bntah 
ebrps to be found m the French ports Orders were, m 
consequence, given by the Brith mimutry to fit out = 
figot of twenty amlof the Ime with the ntmost expedition , 
the command of which was given to admiral Keppel 
He arnved at Portsmouth to take upon hum the command 
a few duya after he recerved bus comnusnon , but metead 
of findiug a well-eppounted fleet, as be was led to expect, 
he discorerad that there were only erx snil of the line fit 
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for immediate service, the rest of the feet berng greatly 
defrent, both m men and all kiadscf naval stores He, 
Bowever, accommodated brmseMf to the circumstances 
and tha necesuties of the times, and conducted bunself 
‘with evch ducretian aa effectually prevented the public 
alarm, which a disclosure of these facts would hava 
produced He urged his apphcations to the admralty 
1m the most secret manner, bat with sch unremt- 
ting asndasty, that a new spit was infused ito the 








naval department, and by the &h of June be howted his 
flag on board the Victory, and was able to pat to sea with 
the Collowing feet of twenty suil of the hoe and several 
fngates —the Victory of 100 guns, the Queen of 90 gans, 
‘vice-adeotral Harland, the Ocean of 00 guns, vice-ndmmural 
Palluer, two others of 99, one of 0, cleven of 74, 
four of 64, three fiigates, two cutter, and one fre-ship 





the peculiar difficulties that attended and embarrased 
adzara] Keppel, 1 the station in which be wes now 
Placed, together with the motives which, under anch 
induced bim to mecept xt, im tho then 
very critical situation of public affurrs As the mimstry 
hnd im 2 great measure lost the confidence of the coun 
try, the eyes of the whole nation were turned om 

an whose appuintment every ope seemed to feel bis own 
secunty meladed On thu occamon therefore be had x 
great deal to uk His well earned fame was now to 
‘be staked on the doubeful wens of a single battle The 
part taken m polities, and the close friendshyp m 
which be lived with the leading members of the oppoa 
‘hou, augmented thesa difficulties, and even rendered the 
command that was offered him extrevuely hazardous, for 
the munisters were bis political enemies, and political 
hostility at this time was cared to a vory great height 
Any fulure, therefore, whether proceeding from unsvod 
able accadent, or those misfortunes which the wisest and 
‘Dravest cannot repel, might attach censure om hum, and 
be attended with duagreeable, if not with dangerous, 
consequences Adus consideration of all these incadental 
abficulues rade bam hentate im wocepting an appoint 
ment so pregnant with danger from the bands of mms 
tera, but i consequence of m royal message debvered 
to him through the medium of the firat lord of the adem 
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ralty, he attended in the closet to reosive the commands 
of his sovereign ; and (ashe beautsfully expressed on bis 
tral) ‘although bus forty years’ endeavours were not 
muarked by the possesauon of any ono ferour from the 
crown, except that of rts confidence in the tre of dan 
get, he could uot thank zt right to decline the sernice of 
lua country.’ In subsequent royal audiences, he del 
‘Yorod humeelf with that plamneas, candour, and mocerty 
‘which s0 strongly marked hus character. He partoularly 
‘took the hberty of obsersing, that he served in obedience 
to his majeaty’s commands, that he was ansoqomnted 
with bis innustors az munisters, und thet be took the 
command asst wee, without making any difficulty, and 
‘without asking a single favour, trasting only to hus ma 
Jesty's good antentons, and to bis generoas support and 
Protection. 

Thus appointed, Keppel sailed from St, Helen's on the 
Lath of June, 1778, with the force already mentioned, and 
‘with uohmted ducretionary powers. But 2 forve of no 
spore than twenty aul of the line, many of which wera 
an a bad state of equipment, was extremely inadequate 
for the rmportant service which was wntrusted to hrm. 
On the ove hand it was well known that Prance hada 
large fleet at Brest ready for sen, and on the other the 
great commercial fleets of England were on thew pansage 
home from the East and West Indies Beudes the defence 
Of these fleets, he bad to protect the extensive coast of 
Groat Britain, together with thove ‘invaluable reserrowrs 
of her naval power, in which were equally sscluded her 
Present strength and ber future bope * 

A few days after the arrival of the flest at ite stahon 
an the Bay of Biscay, two French frigates, accompanied. 
dy two amail vessels, appeared in night, and were evi 
dontly taking a aurvey of the feet. heppel’s mtuation 
‘was equally delicate and duffcnlt. War had not been 
Geclared, nor was ke ordered to stnke tho fret blow. 

bowever, thoughtit a matter of mdupensable neces 
auty to stop the frigates, uot anly with # view to obtain 
antelligence, bat to prevent any rformanon respecting, 
tha state of hus feet beung carned to Francs. According 
1y an the 17th of Jane he made a general ugasl to chase, 
and on the evening of that day the Milford frigate came 
up with the French frigate Licorne, of 33 guns The 
commander of the former, in the most obbging telus, 
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requested the French captain to coms under the Eoglsh 
admirals stera Thos wan at frst refused, bat upon a 
shup of the Ime coming up, and her firing a single gun, 
the Frenchman stood to her, and was broaght into the 
line Keppel sent a meseage to the French captain giv 
ang him bus asgurance that every cvility would be 
shewn him, and that ke would be Lappy to seo him, as 
moon a4 they could come up im the mormng 4t day 
break the French frgate made a movement, which 
rendered 1t necessary for one of the olups which con 
‘voyed het to fire a shot ecross her way, as 2 mgmal (or 
her t Leep her course, wpon which, to the utter 
astonishment of Keppel, and the whole fleet, sbe sud 
denly poured a whole broadse, together with a general 
ducharge of musketry, into the America, of T4 guns, 
at the very matant that lord Longford, ber com 
tmander, was Handing on the gunwale, and talkin; 
Utmost politeness to the French 
je anetant thet she hed duchorged her 
brosdmde struck her colours Many of the shot struck 
the America, but 1 wea extraordn conmdermng the 
clanoness of the alps, that only four nen were wounded 
Thu behaviour on the part of the Freachman, when 
Fesutance was totally useless mented the 
tisement, but the noble commander of the Am 
with singular magnanmmity and a command of temper 
very mncommen to be met with, did not return « shot 
In the mean time the other French frigate, called La 
Belle Poule, and a schooner of 10 guns 1m company, 
‘were closely parted by the Arethas frigate, captan 
Marshall, and the Alert cutter, until they got out of 
tight of the fleet The Arethuss having got up with her 
chase, requested the French captain to bring to, and 
‘made known to him the orders of bringing bim to the 
admural, which the Frenchman baving pereroptonly 
refused captam Marsball fired a rbot across hus bow, 
and tine wan rmmediately returned by the other with a 
whole brosdade A desperate engagement ensued, which 
was continued for more than two hours with uncommon, 
vigour and warmth on both mdes Each seemed to 
contend for the palm of rutory with an beroic and 
national emulauon The Frenchman bad the advantage 
an weight of metal and numberof men but the Englih 
man was superior wn skill and ducrpline At length, 
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however, the Arethorn became altogether unmanage 
able, owing to her matt, sauls, and ngging, being abmost 
destroyed, and to there being bardly any wind to steady 
and having anfted during the acton close upon 
‘@nemy ¢ shore, the French ship took the opportunity, 
hhavmg ker head 10 with the lend, to stand into 2 exoall 
Bay, where at daylight several boats came to her assirt 
ce, and towed her into a place of safety At the 
commencement of this action, = battle equally spinited 
was mauntamed between hentenent Fairfax, im the 
Alert cutter, and the French schooner Their force wes 
Pretty nearly equal, and the Frenchmen suppofted the 
sontest for an hour with the most determued bravery, 
but at last hus vessel was so shattered that he was com 
pelled to strike 
Prom the capture of this vessel, Keppel derived infor 
mation of an alarming nature He hed been led to beheve, 
that hus fleet was only inferior to that of the French 
by one or two abips, and be therefore concluded that 
he might, not only without rashness, but with perfect 
confidence, continue at sea to oppose them Ret he now 
ucovered that the French fleet 1n Brest road aod Brest 
water amounted to thirty two sail of the Le, bendes 
ton or twelve frigates, whereas bus own consisted only 
of twenty aul of the line und three frigates His mitus 
thon was peculiarly perplexing and diffcalt, und it 
required no common share of aagacity and resctaton 10 
@rtermine sn what manner he abonld act The con 
sequences of a defeat on the enemys comt were not m 
this instance to be estrmated by the loss of a few alnpe, 
or by a temporary diminution of personal fame, or ever 
of naval glory ‘The mest smnportane raterests of Rupt 
take and 2t appeared to him unwise to commit 
them to the basard of a sungie die” On tho ofber hand, it 
was a mortfying carcumatance to retreat from the shores 
of an enemy to whom he had offered an inesolt, just 
when fhat enemy was coming out to avenge it After 
ranch mature conmderabon, Keppel nally resolved to 
yield avery thing to what be concerrad to be « feithfal 
@uecharge of the great trast reposed inna He wisely 
thought chat the only feet which was then prepared to 
protect the commerce and the coasts of his country, 
‘ought not to be basarded against vast odds, either upon 
Termonal or profesnonal panchlie His conqucst over the 
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feelags of pride oud honaur was so extremely difficult, 
that be efterwards declared, ‘he never im bis life fel 
eo deep « melancholy, as when he foand hreself obliged 
to tara bis back on France, and that hus courage was 
never put to such a tral asm that retrest, but that 
was but firm persuasion his country was saved by it 
‘Tho fleet returned to Portaaouth on the 27th of June, 
1d being joined by auch abipa as were ready, the ad 
aural amled agam on the 9th of Jaly with twenty tour 
sul of the lune, and two days aftarwards was jomned 
by sxx more In all thercfore he had now thuty sail of 
the line, four frigates, and two fice ahipe The day 
hefore Keppels departure from Portsmouth the great 
French fleet, amounting to thirty two anil of the ine, 
and a vast number of frigates, aatled from Brest, under 
the command of the count 4 Os sillera 

‘The Englush deet was divided ito three divunons, the 
van being commanded by Sir Robert Harland, vi0e- 
admual of the red, the centre by admiral Keppel, and 
by Sir Hugh Palliser, vice-admiral of the blue 
‘Ine commander-in-chief was assisted by the voloutary 
services of rear-adonral Campbell, an experienced and 
gallant officer, who, from anci.pt frendalup and a loag 
Paruorpanon of danger and service, condesoended t0 act 
us his first captain * 

‘The French and Baglah fects came 10 eight of euch 
other on the afternoon of the 23rd of July ‘The French 
admiral, ignorant of the rmecrease of bie adversary s 
strength, seemed at first diaposed to bring on an im- 
mediate action, but as soon os the two fivets had ap 
Ploached mear enough to discover each others force, 
he evidently relinquished that determination, and con 
tinued afterwards to evade, with most particular eau 
thon, all the endeavours which were used to foros him 
to am engagement In the mean time night approached, 
and Keppel deemed 1t prudent to lay toan a line of battle, 
leaning the 
wind, with 2 fresh gale, thet took place 
















































af the two feet: The French gamed the weather-guge, 
by winch they had the advantage of either bringing on 
or dechming an action, as might fest emt ther views 


4¢ He served an midshipman sith Keppel ender commodore Ansot, 
su ha expedition to the Souts Sau 4 
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und carcumstances Two of thar Line of battle ships har 
ang, however, failen to leeward, sdtwaral Keppel resolved 
to cat them off from the rest of the fect, and thereby 
compel the French admiral eather to ssoniice them, or to 
hazard a general engagement m theirdofence D Ornt 
lhers preferred the former of these , and thongh the two 
rps, from thetr extreme swiftness of amling, were not 
captured by the English fleet, they 
effectually cat of Thus the hostile 
om an equality in point of number of 
‘The French comunued to hold the 
for four successive days Keppel beat to windward, 
am vam endeavoured to bring them to action It must 
jot, however, be ettnbated to any weot of epnit 10 
D'Orviihers, that be thus obamately declined a botde 
‘Ihe motives of both commanders exactly corresponded 
‘with the different lines of conduct they parsed 
Ou: East and West India convoys, of ammense value, 
were on their return home, aud hourty expected The 
position maintained by the French feet was extremely 
favourable for intercepting these convoys in the course 
‘were expected to hold, and fiom the mtnaton of 
hoaule flests and the state of the wind, they might 
have been captured in the English admurel s ight, with 
out ® posubility of bis preventing it On the other 
hand, Keppel s fleet effectually cut off that of hus adver 
sary from the port of Brest It was, therefore, no leas 
the vlyect of Keppel to bring the enemy to an imma 
diate action, than st was that of d Orvilliers to avo 
Finding it impracticable to preserve a regular ne of 
battle, in pursmt of the French Beet Keppel ordered the 
mgnal for action to be hauled down, and the one for 
chasing to windward to be kept constantly fying The 
chase was accordingly continued without intermusson 
At half past ive on the mormng of the 27th of July the 
Preuch fleet was sill far to windward, and appoored as 
destrons as ever to decline an action At this Ome nice- 
admiral Herland was about four mules distant on the 
‘Victory’s weather-quarter, with most of the ships of bus 
own diviaga, and some of those belonging to the centre 
—and the rear adimral Pallwer at aboat three mules’ 
dastance, a pont bafors the lee-beam of the Victory, with 
bv masusad ap, which obliged the ships of bis division 
to continas uadea an easy sul Upon obserring this, 
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Koppel made 4 signal for some slops of the reer dirinon 
to chase to windward, for the parposs of strengthening 
the contre of the fleet by fillang up that interval between 
xt and the rear, occamoned by Sur H. Palliser having 
fallen so far to leeward. The reason this aignol was 
made to a part mstead of the whole of the rear divanion 
‘was, that the ships must then have chased in 2 body, 
which would have retarded those that smJed awiftest. By 
eleven o'clock im the forencon a violent squall, and some 
sudden changes of wind which it occamoned, brought the 
‘two fleets a0 close to each other, that on engagement 
was mevitable But 2s the was @ situaton whuch it 
‘was the olect of the French adsnral to avoid, he aud~ 
dently pat abont on the other tack. By which mancurie 
the heads of the ahipe in each fleet were durected to eppo- 
tute pointa, and 2s the Prench still kept up 2 prea of 
sui, the English fleet could only engage them partially 
am passing, and consequently could not make any effec 
“The Freuet 6 

The 1h began the action by opening a dustant fre 
on the headmost of the van civanon of the Brituh fleet , 
‘but Sir Robert Harland did cot allow a mngle shot to be 
retarned, antl he came cloao up with the enemy, As 
‘the fleets passed each other on the opposte tacks, the 
cannonade was kept up on both sides with great vigour, 
wod the effect which it produced was considerable. The 
aoton conanued for upwards of three hours. The British 
ships anffored very much im theur masts, yards, and rig- 
ging, by the fire of their opponents bemg cuefly directad 
to those objects, while the enemy, on the other hand, 
suffered connderably in meu, by the fire of the English 
being levelled at these hulle. 

‘When Keppel had passed the rear of the French, and 
the amoke was sufficiently cleared away to admit of ob- 
servation, he perceived that vice admiral Harland, with 
part of bus divunon, bad already tacked, and was stand 
ing towards the enemy, but that none of the other slips 
‘which were cut of the ection had yot tacked, and thet 
some of them were falhng to leeward, apparently em- 
ployed m repamng the damages they had sustamed. 
‘Hus own ship, the Victory, had eo great = share m the 
acon, as to be unable to tack smmediately, nor could 
he wear and stand back on the other sbipe comng up 
astern, without occanoaing the atmest confusion. He, 
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however, wore hus ship na soou as possible, and got rousd 
towards the enemy, before any of the other shrps could 
fallow, and st last only three or four were shle to close 
‘ap with hrs, which mduced bum to haul down the 
sagnal far general schon, and to make the mgnal to 
form the ine of battle chead 

‘The autustion of the Britwh fleet at this time waa re 
presented by officers of the first character, who were pre 
‘sent, to be oa follows —/ Tae Victory was the nearest ship 
‘to the enemy, with no more than three of foar of her own 
dayunen in eny mtaaton either to have supportad her or 
each other in schon, Sir Robert Harland, with mx sat 
of Ina divunon, was to windward, and ready for wetant 
service but Sur H Palhser was on the contrary tack, 
‘and totally ont of the line other abips were far astero, 
and five, that wore disabled 1m ther rigging, at 2 great 
distance to leeward’ Thue it appears that the admiral 
could mot then collect together above twelve ships to 
renow the engagement 

‘The French on the other hand expecting to be attacked, 
had bastly got together most of therr ships, which after- 
wards gradually extended into a hoe of battle, and on 
no oing the Eoghxb sbups that had dropped to lesward, 
they edged away with a view to cut them off Keppel 
perearving thus demgn, instantly wore aod stood athwart 

van of the enemy At the same moment ho ordered 

Sir Robert Harlend to form bis divmon astera a the 
‘Viotory, to protect the rear, and keep the enemy in 
check, wat! Str H Palluer should come into bu proper 
Mahon, in obedience to the mgnal 

‘At this time Keppel observed that he was nearing the 
gnemy, and that the rear divieon stil] continued to he 
windward, accordingly made the mgnal for the 
ipa to windward to bear down mto his Tow 
mgnal was repeated dy the rear edmural, but as he did 
not obey it bimaelf, st was understood by the ships of 
Ine divimon ‘order for commg ito hut wake, wiuch 
‘was accordingly done 

‘The French sdmirsl finding st umprachcable, 1 con 
sequence of the evoluhons jax performed by the Britsh 
‘fleet, to cut off the duabled ships, ranged up to leeward. 
1y ne of battle, parallel to the centre division , upon 
which Keppel ietantly made tbe mgual to bear down, 
pon the exemy's lms, and renew the acton He sent 
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te Sor Robert Ha:land t etretch away abead and take 
has peoper station in the hne, which order was speedily 
And observing rear-admuiral Pallusr still to 

windward, with ve fore top-sml mabent, anid apparently 
without uemg eny means to repair it, he sont captain 
‘Windsor of the For fngate, at three o'clock, with 
‘express orders to hum to bear down nto the wake of 
the Victory, and hkewsse to unfarm him, 
mrral only warted for kus divinon to renew the battle 
Notwithstanding tus peremptory command, Sir Hugh, 
‘on the plea of the duabled state of his ship, dad not 
think fit to comply At seven o'slock the mgnal was 
made for each particular abip of the rear divinon to 
come mie ber station um the Ime, but before chu Inst 
sual could be obeyed, night put a period to all farther 
operations 

‘The conduct of the French fleet during the might still 
ferther confirmed the dinchuation of 4’Orvilbers to re 
new the action He stationed three {ngates with lights 
am nituations calculated to divert the attention of the Rng 
Iash, and to lead them to suppose, that the whole French 
ine still kept that pontion in which xt had been last seen: 

fter aun eet By means of this deception, and the dark 
ness of the nught, the rest of the French fiset stood 1m to- 
wards the land, and, the wind being far, arrived at Brest 
on the evenmg of the next day 

At dayhght Keppel, to his infmte xoortafication and 

‘tment, daw the deception that had been prac 

ised = The French fleet were only visible from his mast 
‘head, and the three frigates by which the retreat was 
effected wore several leagues to leeward Ho at feat 
mada a mgnal for four ships to chase them, but percetv 
ing that the pureut would be meffectual, oltected 
‘bus stupa, and bore away for Plymouth 

‘The damages of the ships being repaired, ha asilod 
aguin on the 24rd of August, and retarned with hus whola 
flest to hus station off Breet The French, however, did 
not choose to give him an opportanity of retrieving hws 
dusappomtment They never ventured out of port dung 
the whole of hus cruise, from which be finally returned 
‘on the 28th of October 

The achon of the 27th of July, not having been of that 
bold aud decumve character which the country has been 
aocustomed to expect from the nary, gave runs to mich 
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eniwadvermon, and at last was ducussed m the new - 
papers and periodicals of the day with fursus animonty 
Party epint unbittered the question , for though admiral 
Keppel was employed on account of hus ability and expe- 





the harmony of the service, had made no complaint 1 
‘us public dupatches against the v108 admiral of the bh 
end hus forbearance for some tme had much werght in 
preventing remarks from being mede by the officers of 
the flast But on the return of the fleet to port a var 
riety of paragraphs appeered in the newspapers, charging 
the blue divimon with misconduct im the action, and the 
eulyect occamoned warm debates in both houses of par- 
lament In the house of commons, of which both ad- 
murals Keppel and Palluer were mewbers, » mobon 
‘was made for en inqmry, and as they both happened to 
bo im their places, 1¢ was expected that they would afford 
the house some explanation on the subject, an well for 
the sake of their own honour, as for that of the public 
tranquillity 

Upon this admiral Keppel rose, and gave an sccount 
of his conduct frem the time he assumed the command 
of the feet, He declared, ‘That if be was again to gv 
rer the business of the 27th of July, he would canduct 
himself m the same manner He said, every thing 
he could do against the euemy had been done but 
observed, at the aame time, that the oldest and most ex 
peneaced officers wouki discover something mm every 
engagement, with which they were previously wnac 
Quanted, and he acknowledged that that day bed pre 
sented something new ta him’ Sir Hugh Patiser 
defended himself with much warmth, and accused Kep 
pel of inconmstency m having officially commended bis 
conduct, and im now wishing to menuate thet be bad 
negiecred to perform his daty To thes the admrral re 
phed, * That the efficual praise which he had bestowed on 
all the officers under bis command, to obvista discord, 
did not oblige him to authennests statements which 
would impeach kumself, bat now, when called upon to 
speak out, be would inform the house, and the pablic 
that the mgaal for comiag into the Victory’ weke was 
ying from three o clock in the afternoon fli egbt wm 
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the evening unobeyed, at the save time he did not 
charge the vace admiral with actual duscbedience, be 
cause he was fally persuaded of kus personal bravery, 
and beheved that xf any inquiry was considered neces 
sary that he would be able to jnanfy bumself* Thu 
altercation led to a great deal of mutual recrmination 
Yetween the two admirals, until at length Sir Hugh 
Palliser, on the 9th of December, dehvered in an acca 
sation to the board of admuralty, of which be was hirisalf 
one of the commissioners, conmsting of five separate 
charges agaunst Keppel, for muconduct and neglect of 
duty in the action of the 27th of July, and the board 
unmedsately ordered the admiral to ba tmed by a court 
martial 

Tha measure thus adopted by the aduuralty of banging 
admiral Keppel to an smmediate trial, after having al- 
lowed four months to elapse, occanoned a very general 
dusatisfactson throughout the country, and excited m the 
navy @ strong sentiment of indignation It was vi 
san attempt on the part of the admnalty to sacrifice 
4 gallant commander in chief who was politically opposed 
to them, to acreen Sir H Palluser, who, 1 the estimation 
Of the officers of the fleet, was deserving of public censure 
for not having supported hus admiral by every meaus im 
tus power In accordance with this feeling, and to 
‘adwiral Keppel from the fate of Matthows and Byng, a 
apirited memorial was ciawn up and signed by twelve of 
‘the oldest and most distinguubed admirals then 1 Rog 
Jand, with the revered name of Hawkeat ther bead This 
‘memorial was presented to the king m his closet by the 
duke of Bolton, who was humself one of the subscribers, 
‘end bad demanded an audience for the purpose , on that 
Oceneion tt is aad he condewned the conduct of Sir Hagh 
Pallwer in very part of the transuchon, and represented 
1u strong terms the rumnons consequences which the esta 
Dhahment of the precedent and principle now introduced. 
would mevitably bring on all naval sersice and disca 
pline To the general dtssahisfachon of the navy and the 
poblic, the memonal did not meet with the slightest 
‘notice, which made xt evident that the mrautry were de 
termed to attempt to obtain = conviction in the same 
way that the decunons of many election committess are 
waflaenced 

Keppel now prepared for his approaching tal, whuh 
was ordered to be held at Portemouth,on the 7th of Jann 
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ary, 1779 Previous to ts commencement, sdmnral Pigot 
sored in tha house of commons, that n consequence of 
adnnral Keppel beng 1m an il state of health, leave 
might be gives to bring zm & tall to enable the admiral 
‘te order his trial to be held at some convenrent place on 
shore, inetead of ria being held on boad absp, which was 
the mode prescribed bylaw Leave was scoordingly given, 
‘and the bul passed both houses without oppamtion 

‘On the 4th of January, Keppel repaired to Portemonth, 
whither be was attended by a great number of hus friends, 
‘among whom were some of the most illustrious persons: 
the kingdom for rank and talent The dukes of Cum 
bertand, Richmond, and Bolton, the marquis of Rocking 
ham, the earls of Effingham and Albemarie, and Mears 
Fox, Burke, and Sheridan, were his principal attendants 
fm the occasion The honourable Thomas Erskine (after 
wards lord Brakine) accompamed hun ea hus counsel, in 
which capacity he firet displayed those splendid talents 
‘which proved so useful to his country, and so honourable 


to himself 
‘On Thursday, January the 7th, the tril commenced at 


the governor s house at Portrmonth The court marnal 
was composed of the fallowsng officers 


Su Thowas Pye, atmral of the white, prendent 
Mi thew Buc! ‘vice admiral of the red 

dohn Montagu, vice-admural of the red 

‘Marnot Arbuthnot, rear-admural of the white 
Robert Hoddam, res:-admural of the white 




















Captains 
Francis Samuel Drake 
Taylor Penny Joba Moutray 
Wiluam Beunet Adam Duncap 
Phthp Boteler ‘James Cranston 


Ademral Keppel was attended to the court by a respect- 
able body of officers of the navy, drawn together by that 
habitual esteem and veneration which they had for hrm 
He was racaived at the door of the court-house, by tha 
crowd assembled to see him pass, with three cheer, and 
entering the court 1m « firm easy manzer, bowed to the 
Premdent with a cheerful complacancy The trial con- 
tinued for thirty two daze, noni the 2th of Pebiuary, 
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when the court unammoualy proceeded to gtvé sentenca 
as follows 

*Ibatat ther opimon the charge against admiral 
Aeppel for musconduct and neglect om the 27th of July, 
a maticourand sti founded , it having appeared, that 
the sud admural, so far from hsvimg, by hus muconduct 
or neglect of daty on the day alluded o, lost an opportu- 
mity of rendering essential sorvice to the state, and thereby 
tarnished the honour of the British navy, behaved ax be- 
came « judiaous, brave, and experienced officer the 
court do, therefore, unammously apd honourably acquit 
the said adraural Keppel of the several articles contaived 
an the charge azamst him, and he as hereby fully and 
honourably acquitted accordingly ” 

The president then addressed the adnural 10 the fol- 
lowing words, at the «ame time delivering to him hus 
sword 

+ Advozra) Keppel, 

* Ik us no aroall pleasure to me to receive the commands 
of the court I have the honour to preside at, that 1m do- 
lavering your sword, I am to congratalate you o 
restored to you with so xnuch honou: , hoping, 
you will be called forth by your sovereasn, to draw it 
‘once more in the defence of your country” 

The day after his acquittal, the speech of the prendent 
‘of the court-martial being read ui the house of commor 
the thanks of the house were voted to bim, with only one 
uwantient voice, for bis conduct on the 27th of July , 
and four days afterwards the aume houour was conferred 
on him by the lords, with every external appearance of 
waapupity The rejoicings which took place in every part 
of the kingdom were never exceaded on account of the 
anost Unilliant victories 

Tha charges wiuch bed been made against admiral 
Keppel having been declared to be malicious aud sit 
founded, his accaser, a lord counmeaoner of the admai 
ralty, was then bronght to trial, when he aleo war 
acquitted in terme of geveral commendation, oa the 
ground that his slups were 10 too disabled 2 condition 
ted otherwise than he had done, and 
jaa prononnced to have been, upon tl 
whole, mentonous and exemplary The finding of tI 
fast court conveyed a sesere censare upon Sir 31 Palhser, 
aud that of the other, upon .dmral Keppel It was x01 
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Poemb¢ that both could be sm acrardance with impartial 
Jusnee. The account of the operabons of the boris 
fleets, during the 27th und Sith of July, 1440 outline ot 
videuce that was given on the tnal Ita unzeces 
an to say that public opmian was not sstisfied with 
the result of the trial of Sir H Pallwer The 1mpresmon 
ull continued that, from some mone or other, he had 
wot hearuly co-operated in aupport of bis commander-m- 
ehief Many eminent naval officers conndered that ad- 
mural Keppel had erred in acceptmg a command, in 
which « comnuenoner of the admiralty, who was politi- 
cally opposed to tm, was to be employed under him 
‘The power of the commissioners of the admiralty, in 
their department, w greater than that of any other 
ndlcers of the crown, aud as it 1s admutted that they ¢: 
madnectly exeriave an infucnce on all courte-martial, it 
was ecarcely to he expected that they would have al- 
towed their political opponents to trramph over them, 1 
vbtaunang the disgrace or capital pumshinent of one of 
themselves. These conmderations, and the violent politi= 
sal character which the above trials, and those of Mfut~ 
thews and Ryng, extibited, clearly shew that naval 
ourts-maartal, a4 at present constituted, are not prop 
tribunals for the tual of auch giave and exciting sng 
ces A judse who is independent of all controfhoy 
power 1 required, and st may pethape be suzgested, 
that as rt has been found that justice 36 best adnamstered 
by judces that are independent of the crown, it muy be 
oped Judge-admural may at ume time be croated, 
wbosball be aclected from among the admirals best qu: 
nied for the appottment, and rendered independent of 
Political mnfluenc of the adimralty In this way an 
mdividual responsivity would be evtiblished, and bio- 
qaphers and (ature secretaries of the admralty mght 
‘sen have no occamon to complan that distingnushed 
affiers had been dingsaced o1 *jadurally mndered,’ at 
be inmngation of any contmsuones of the admnalty * 
In Masch 1/92, when the Rockingham party came mto 
aower, admiral Keppel was made brst ford of the adu- 












































alty, and at the same time sworn one of the members of 
© Jim necewury to stats, to the terensty of shes remy that, 
tor Jun Barron, who tise Ion z Sud the at rat [2 oF one of Lie ire 





‘hies to the adauriity, bis site ly v2 be Fone ot Ano), it an wile 
‘Buence was exe rened (> obt tu'the couse dim al ane, 
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the privy council On the éth of Apnl following, he was 
promotad to be admiral of the white, and on the 20th of 
‘the same month was created viscount Keppel, of Eivedon, 

am the county of Suffolk 
On the death of lord Rockmgham, m January 1783, a 
achuma im the cabinet was produced by the elevation of 
Jord Mhelbarne to the head of the munustry, which led his 
lordship to renga bs situanon of first lord of the adan- 
ralty He was soun, however, replaced by kus frends, 
‘who were an the enaming Apnl aga brought into power, 
He continued to premde at the aduuralty, with wo leas 
credit to Inmself than advantage to bus country, till the 
elevation of Mr Pitt to the mmustry, in the beginmag of 
1784, when he was again duplaced After thus period he 
finally retued from public life, and continued for two 
yeara longer to display, with unaffected cheerfulness, 
though harassed with severe bodly inérmites, 
many annatle quahtes with which be was so large 
frends, ho 











gave and received that pure plessure which flows from 
the cordial sympatnes of real esteem, untl the autumn 
of 1780, when he was attacked with the gout in his sto- 
ach, of which he died on the nd of October, in the 
maty-third year of Ins age 

Hu lorialup's character has been vanously represented. 
ym accordance with the political bias of the writers, but 
tow, when the violence of party spunt has passed away, 
xt appears to be admitted that he obtained a populanty 
fully equal to bus merst ‘This arose from fis general par- 
hamentary opposition to the uapopaler admunatration of 
lord North Hv bravery, pradence, activity and dilt- 
Bence, were admitted by all partes, and hus frankness, 
affability, amd good humour, obtamed for hum the un- 
bounded love of the seamen, and the honourable ttle of 
‘the seamen’s protector,’ and no officer m the service 
passenved the confidence of the navy m an equal degree 
‘to himself To thin popolar feelng m bus favour it can 
scarcely be doubted that he owed lus elevation to tho 
peerage ind, perbape, be triomph over minstenal per 
secution 
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tHE HON RICHARD SCROPE, 


PALI nowE, kc 


7251290 


‘Tae pert ind distinguished coromander was the second 
aon of Sir Iman , lord viscount Howe, m the 
Inab pecrize and Maria Sophia Charlotte, eldest daagh 
ter of the baron Kielmansegge, master of the horse to 
George 1 1n bin capacity of elector of Hanover 

born im 1725 and edacated at Rton college, which 















‘squadron which was sent to the South 
modere Anson He smiled with the Severn, of 90 gun 
command:d by the honourable captam Legge, but the 
storm which separated the squadron in ther passage 
through the strants of le Maire obliged the 
back to Kio Janeiro, and captain Legge, after bo had 
refitted kus #hip, retarved to England 

He next served under Str Charles Knowles, thon 
counnodore of a squadron detached in the month of Fe 
bruery, 1743, from sdmiral S.r Chaloner Ogle s fect, to 
‘attempt the town of La Guira on the coast of Caracoas 
Serope, who was at this time about eighteen yearsof age, 
served on board the Barford, captam Lashington The 
squadron arrived on the Curacoa coast on the 16th of 
February The Burford suffered considerably 1m the ac 
nd captain Lusbington having lost hus thigh by 
shot, died two bours after he was landed st 
‘Curacon, op the 23rd of February, 1743 The tender and 
grateful attachment which our young offcer entertained 
for his captaan 16 pleasing to recollect, and mast not be 
paused unnouced Being requued to gve evidence, 
relative to the conduct of the Barford, at a court-martial 
held sudvequent to the acuon, he proceeded im a clear 
and collected wammar wan! he came to relate the melan 
choly death of bus beloved and gallant foend, he was 
then so much affected, thet he was waable to proceed, 
and requested the indulgence of the court, until he could 
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sufficiently collect humself He then related, that cap 
tan Lashington bhaviag kus thogh shot off, contineed 
gamng directona to bys first heuterant unnl he munk 
down, faanting from loos of blood He was thon conveyed. 
tothe cockpit ‘1 was soon sent,’ sid the young officer, 
“by the first hentenant, for orders’ “ My dear Scrupe,”” 
ad the noble Lushington on seeing him approach, 
ance 1 have been brought down, I have receved & 
mortal wound —teil the Leussmant to use hus own judg 
ment’ He was then proceeding to relate the death of bis 
commander, when be again burst into « flood of teary, 
and reared 

Soon afterwards Mr Scrope wae apponted achag 
lieutenant by commodore Knowles, and im a short time 
came to Bogland with bus ship, but his commission not 
bemg confirmed by the lorda of the admiralty, he re 
turned to lus patron im the West Indies, where he was 
made houteuant of m sloop of war An opportunity here 
Offered to display bis active and resolute character an 
Englab merchantmen bad boon captured at the Dutch 
sottloment of St Rustatis, by a French privateor, under 
the guns and protection of the governor, who duro 
garded the transaction Lieutenant Scrope, unable to 
‘bear such an insult to his country, was, at lis own 
warnest request, sent with orders to clam her for the 
‘owners, but not meeting with that reply which national 
faith und justice demanded, be demred leavo to go with 
‘the bouts, end attempt cutting her out of the harbour 
It was uw vain that the captam represented the danger 
of so adventurous an attempt ‘The ardour of the young 
‘officer was permuted to operate, and the event shewed 
that bis pradence m action was eqnal to the exergy of 
lus onigmal conception The vessol was cut out, and 
carefully restored to the propristors 

In the eventfal year 1743, Scrope was raused to the rank 
of = commander, and appointed to the Baltunore sloop 
Of war, cue of the vessels employed aff the coast of Sout- 
land under the command of admiral Smath In ane af 
jue orunses, bomg mm company with anvther armed ves 
sel, he fell mm with two French ingates of 30 guns, 
having on board troopa and smmunution for the Pre 
tender. Ceptan Howa tmsmediately ran the Baltimore 
am between them, and almost lose on beard one of the 
ships, A desperate and bloody ecton ensned. After 
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fighumg with that mngular intrepidity and coolness 
which so wuch distingmabed his character, he was ut 
length severely wounded by a musket bal! m the head, 
and carried off the deck to all appesrance dead With 
medical aamstance, however, he soon discovered signs of 
re 





‘was the operation Gnuhed, when be flew again to his 
ost, and was rece:red with shouts of joy The acuon 
was now supported with redoubled spmt, unti the 
French sbips sheered of, leaving the Belumore in 20 
abattered » state, that ahe m van attempted to pursne 
them The lords of the admuralty inmediately raised 
fam to the rank of post-vaptain, for hu gallant be 
haviour on this occasion, and on the 10th of April, 1745, 
appornted him to the Triton frigate, destined for the 
oust of Scotland. 

Jo pursue this great commander through all his infe 
‘oor employments would ocvupy a greater space than the 
Inmits of our work will sdmut of, we must therefore oon 
ourselves with observing, that at the conclusion of 
rar in 1748, he had completely established his cha- 
racter for a high sense of bonour, and every prncple 
‘that consttates # brave and valuable officer In March, 
1750-1, captasa Scrope was appomted to the command of 
Ins mayosty’s ships on the coast of Afiwea, and amled 
thither 10 La Gloire, of 44 gans On las arrival at Cape 
Coast, the governor and council represented to hima the 
all treatment they had reosived from the Dutch gover 
por, general Van Voorst Justly indignant at ther 
recitals, captasn Scrope prepared bis own ship and the 
jan sloop, and proceeding immediately with them, 
anchored an near the Dutch castle as the depth of water 
would permut In Gus mtuation, be sent a letter to the 
general, demanding uomediste satisfaction for the 10 
Junes the Engueb merchants had sustained, and the 
Feleate of all the free uegroes The Dutch commander 
sending an sveuve answer to the first demand, and an 
absolute refusal to the second, captam Scrope sent him 
smother lettar to acquamt bum, that he ehould immedi~ 
ately execute bis orders, which were to dustrass those 
who interrupted the commerce of his country to the 
utmost of his power. Captain Scrope's vaguianos in cat- 
tog of all commumcation with the Datch ships soon 
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reduced the governor te reason, when every ditficulty 
‘was finally adynated 

At the close of the year 1751, he was appointed to the 
Mary yacht, bat quitted bis stauon im the month of 
May, 1702, on beimg commuioned to the Dolpun fri- 
gate” He wos soon after ordered to the Mediterranean, 
‘and employed m many dificult services, which he exe 
cuted with Ins usual spit and ability In the course 
‘of the year 1754 be returned ¢o England, aud early 1m the 
fodowins a1 obtained the command of the Dunkirk, 
new ship of 69 guns, then firting out im consequence of 
an apprehended ruptare with France 

{be Dunkirk formed pait of the <quadron which sailed 
for North America, under admiral Borcawen, towards 
the latter end of April, 1755, winther a French fe 
eailed ahout the same tise The Brush edwiral, with 
« view to obstruct the passage of the French fleet ant 




















‘the gulf of St Lawrence, took his station off the bunke 
of Newfoundland , but, under cover of # thick fog, the 
French commander escaped tan vigilance Whilst the 
Briush flet lay of Cape Rave, which us the southern 
miost pornt of Newfoundland, and wax thought to be « 





Alaide of 64 guns, avd the Lys puerced for 51, but mount 
ing only 22 guns, heving eight compemes of Land forces 
on board These slnps bad been sept 








Captain Scrope, carrying & prow of 5 
alongade of the mernimost ship, the Alcrde, 
o'clock , aud, hailing the captain delivered 
that he should go summediately under the English adim= 
ral’s stern M de Hocquart, the Fiench commander, 
quauntly asked, whetber it was peice o wa Captain 
Scrope repeated bus orders, and generously exclanmed, 
“Prepare for the worst, as | expect every moment a 
mgnal from the flag sbip to Gre upon you for mot biing~ 
ang to" ‘The ships berg now close together, captain 
Scrope haa an opportunity of seeing tho oBicers, soldiers, 
nd Iadiea, who were passengers, and who were ansom 
‘bled on the quarter deck He on this took off hus bat, 
and told them im French, that aa be presumed they oonld 
have no personal concern in the contest, he begged they 
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would leave the deck, adding that he only wasted for 
hae retiring to begun the action Captain Scrope then 
for tha last ume demanded that the Frenchman should 
o under the English admural's stern, and M de Ho- 
‘quart still vehomently refunng, was informed that the 
sguul was out to engage He rephed with the cmibty 
‘and cans fro. of his nation, ‘ Commences, « sI vows platt ,” 
te which Scrope rephid, with equal coolness, ‘4 sf voxs 
plait, Monsunr, de commencer’ O:dern to begun the 
‘aoban were given by both nearly at the same instant 
‘After » close action of about an hour, the Alcide struck 
to the Danknk, her snferior im rate, guns, and men, 
‘and captain Scrope perceiving this, generously exctaumed, 
* My Jada, they bave behaved like men, treat them like 
mon’ The Lys sunendered to the Defiance, captam 
Andrews The Alode had ou board nine hundred men, 
eluefly land forces The general was lilled, and the 
gorernor of Louubourg, with four officers of distncuon, 
‘were taken prisonery, and about £80,000 sterling 

‘An anecdote 18 related of Scrope, about thie period, 
which strongly marks the firmness of bie mind Ho was 
hastily awakened im the middle of the mght by the 
Leutenant of the watch, who informed hun, with meat 
‘agitation, that the shrp was on fire nem the mugazwe. 
+1¢ chat be the cove,’ sad be, img lemurely to put on 
ds clothes, ‘wa shall soon know wt’ Ihe Leutomant 
flew back to the scene of danger, aud almost instantly re 
turaing, exclamed, ‘You need not, oir, be airaud, the 
fire extinguished " * Afrmd!’ exclaimed captain Scrope, 
‘want do you mean by that, sir? I never was afraid 
way life,’ and looking the Lieutenant full im the face, 
added, * how doea a man feel, ar, when he us afraid? i 
need not ark how he looks’ 

In the month of September, 1757, he served in the ex 
Pediton against the ule of Aux, and led the vam an the 
Mognanime of T4 guns The fort began to fire upon him 
was within gun ehot, but be continued to 
out returning a single shot, urging his 
pilot to Iny ins abzp as close to the fort as posnble, until 
he dropped bus anchor uvder the vory walle, and com- 
‘menced so bruk a cannonade, that im about an bour the 









































court of mquiry which afterwards toak place, why be 
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preferred captasa Scrape to lend befura any other ship, re 
phed, ‘ Parcegu’st eat seune et brave’ 

In Ge following year he removed unto the Eesox, of o4 
guns, and was eppointed commodore vf a squadron, des 
fined ¢o cover tha landing of a body af troops on the 
French coast The squadron sailed on the let of June,» 
day mospicious to the name of Howe, end the next morn. 
ang made cape la Hogue. On the 4th be came to an an 
chor within three leagues of St Maloes, and the follow 
1mg morning, before break of day, stood into th 









Cancale, whore the troops were mntended toland Hat 
dasruyed shors'n hundred nil of dhapeaug, togedhor oct. 
several magam e fleet next reconnaitred the town 


‘of Granville, on the coast of Normandy The squadron 
and transports then proceeded to Cberburg, bat the un- 
fortunate state of the weather prevented the troops from 
Innding, and pronmons growing scarce the armament re 
turned to St Helen's on the lat of July 

‘Thue expedibon was soon followed by another, 10 
which princa Edwani, afterwards duke of York, served 
as a midshipman under commodore Scrope On the Ist 
of Angust the fleet sailed from St Helen's, and on the 
‘th, 1m the evening, came to an anchar in the bay of 
Cherburg A few shells were thrown ito the tows that 
might Next mormng tho fleet got under weigh, and 
bronght up m the bay of Mars, about two Ieegues to 
the \weatward of the town The troops were landed the 
same afternoon, and the fortsficatons which were 
tended for the defence of the place bemg im a very 
‘unfimushed state, were taken possesnon of without oppo- 
uitoa, Abeut twenty proces of brane cannon were taken 
on board the English ships, and nearly two hnndred 
from cannon and mortars rendered unserviceable The 
celebrated buson was rumed, and twenty seven saul of 
shups and vessels found m the harbour were destroyed, 
A mmall oontnibaton, also, was levied on the town. Thus 
service beng happily performed, the fleet ssuled for the 
Raghah coast, and on the 16th anchored in Weymouth 
road, Commodore Scrope next ssiled towards St Majoes 
‘By ina unstrachons be was ordered to keep the French 
coast im contivual alarm, by making descents, and 
attacking spy place which might be found practcable, 
between the cast pomt of Normandy and Moriax The 
town of St Maloes was the princrpal olject of attack, 
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and the squadron anchored two leegnes to the westward 
of that place, in the bay of St Lunaire, where the troope 
were landed After some days spent in deberatone 
among the land officers as to the praghoability of an 
attack ou St. Males, it was finally determned that 
success was hopeless, and that the dex should be totally 
abandoned Nothing now remained bat to re embark the 
troops, which being mupracticable in the place where they 
landed, st was detersuned to march them over land to 
the bay of Bt Cas, which on bemg reconmoitred was 
found the nearest convement spot for that purpose The 
commodore proceeded thither with bis squadron, and mm 
medsutely made all the necessary dispositions thet lay 
‘within his department. 

In tha mordet of the carnage which took plare on th 
Yetreat of the British troops from thence, mud unt 
fire that staggered the resolauon of the bravest seamen, 
commodore Scrope exhibited a noble instance of furamde 
Ho ordered bis barge to be rowed through the thickest 
of the fire, and standing up, enouuraged the men by his 
voice and atotude Aa many as bas own boat could pos. 
mnbly contemn were repeatediy taken in |The rest of the 
anumoted by such an example, shewed by their 
soos that's Sun oot given 1 vam About seven 
hundred men were by this means saved, who would 
otherwuse have been killed, or made prisoners Ths 
Aarvice was attended with the utmost peril and persona) 
risk —in several of the boats, ten or twelve men, out 
Of twenty, were killed, and im one of them sixteen, with 
a heutenant 

Ip the month of July this yeor the commodore sus 
oreded to the title of viscount Howe of the kingdom of 
Ireland, by the death of his elder brother, a brave afficer 
who was killed in a skirmish between the advanced 
Guard of the French, and the troops commanded by 
eneral Abercrombie, in an expedition aganst Ticonde- 
raga Ho fell unsvervally regretted by Amenca, anda 
monument was erected to hus memory in Westminster 
abbey at the expense of the state of Massachusecte 

In the followsng year (1739) bis lordship was employed 
m the Channel, on board bus former ship the Magna 
nme, baying, mmetzately on ius return to port, re 
moved to her fiom the Basex. No particular opportunity 
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howorer, offered to dahogwnsh buawtf, unt! the month 
of November, whea he bad the cood fortune to be pre 
eent at the mgmorable defeat of tha marshal de Con 
fane On lnsarnval m England after that great event, 
Bemg mtrodaced by Bir Edward Hawke to George I, 
the good old monarch, who was a brave man kimeclt, 
and loved bravery 10 others, was pleased thus to express 
hus high opinion of hus vonduct ‘Your life, my lord, 
has boon 4 continued versea of services to your country * 

On the Sind of March, 1780, he was appointed colonel 
of the Chatham division of mannes, and in September 
he was ordered by Sir Edward Hawke to reduce the 
French fort on the ule of Dumet, un company with the 
Bedford and Prince Fredern, which be accomplished, 
aftor a shgbt renstance, without any loss During the 
Year 1701, no particular mention »s taade of bis lord- 
‘ship out of the orduary routine of the service In 1762 
he commanded, alternately with Sir Thomes Stanhope, 
the squadrov stationed in Basque road and off the coast 
of Kramce, bat nothing ocuurred of sufficsent couse- 
quence to require any particular detail Towards sumi- 
mer he removed into the Princess Ameha, of 60 guns, 
having accepted the command of that ship, as captain 
to bis royal highness the duke of York, who bad ob 
tained the rank of rear-admiral of the blu 
ne second in command in the Channel 
Sir Edward Hawke In August, 1703, he was appounted 
to weeat at the board of admiralty, which he continued 
to hold till the goth of August, 1765 Ho war then 
made treasurer of the uavy, in which post he remained 
till the month of October, 1770, when be sesigued it, 
a well ne bis colonolabip of marmes, on bemg pro 
moted to be rear admiral of the blue, and appomited 
commander-in-chief of kaa mayesty’s sbipe on the Med 
terranean station In March, 1775, he was appointed 
rear admiral of the white, and about the same time was 
chosen member of parliament for the borongh of Dart 
mouth. In December the sams your, be wan advanced 
to be vice adroual of the blue It was m consequence 
Df these promotions, which occasioned some duscusnon 
tm the house of lordr, that Hawke ther &tst lord of the 
admuralty, rose in ins place, and said, ‘] advised tne 
aajesty to make the sppoiutment,—I have tried my 
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lord Howe on important oucanons, be never asked me 
how he was to execute auy service, but always went 
and performed it’ 

We now come to s very critual and mmportant period 
of the Life of this illustrioms adtmural, mean the 
American war ths lordshsp was sppoisted commender 
1n chief on the American staten, voon after bus promotion 
to the rapk of vice admiral of the blue, i baving 
bowted ins fay on board the Eagle, of 64 uns, he arcived 
at Halfax om the Ist of July, 1776 A detail of the trans 
actions whith took place durmg the American contest 
being foreign to the natare of this work, 1 must be suf 
ficwent to observe, that every enterprise, in whch the 
fleet was concerned, was uniformly successfal, and every 
wndertaking that was proposed by the general on shore, 
‘wan warnily supported by the admrral and those under 
hus orders ‘The conquests of New Youk, of Khode toland, 
of Piatadelphia, and of every settlment within the 
Power or reach of a naval farce, were undoubted proofs 
of hus zeal and abiliues 

In 1778, France having become a party m the war, the 
count d Ketaing unexpectedly appeired on the Lith of 
July 10 aught of the British fleet at Sandy Hook, with a 
force of twelve ships of the line, and several frigates and 
smaller vessels, in c complite state of equipment, having, 
xt was card, mo lees than 11,900 men on board Most of 
the sbips under ford Howe had been Iong on serve, and 
‘were wretched)y manned, with no line of battle ships of 
equal mre with those of the enemy The terroi, howeye: 
of the Bnitsh flag, aud the very vame of sts noble com 
mander, ntaggered the resolution of ¢ Estaing, who con 
tapued seven days macuve at an anchor about peven 
amuiles from daady Hook, unt! the exernons of lord Howe 
had trken therr full effect, and the judicious defensive 
uspontions, which be had made, were completed 

jearing the Hook, lord Howe beard of 
uituation of Rhode Island, and made every 
posible exertion to relieve 1 He put to ees on the oth 
of August, and ainved off the wland the same evening 
In hye pubesquent conduct, he acted chiefty on the de- 
feumve, » conduct which the safety of hus it, and the 
particular situation of the Britsh cause 15 Amenca, 
reudered necessary He, however, notwithstanding hus 
mifcriouty of force, contrived to bale all the destns of 
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the French admiral, und may be mud, consdcriog the 
dusadvantages with which he was serrounded, to have 
conducted and closed the campaign with honour Lord 
Howe now rengned the command of the fleet to admural 
Byron, and on hus return to England, ummedutely struck 
hs flag 

His lordship, for poltcal reasons which we shall not 
enter upon, remained unemployed until the great change 
mm admmuytration in the spring of the your 1782, when 
he was created a peer of Great Brita, by the ttle ot 
vucount Howe of Langar, in the county of Nottingham 
hus patent bearing date the 20th of April and about the 
same time ho was advanced to be admiral of the blue 

Teamediately afterwards he accepted the command of 
the fleot then equipping for the purposo of atcempung 
the relief of Gibraltar Its force, us the nature of the 
wertice required, was extremely formidable, though 
mauch inferior to the combined fleets of France and Spain, 
which Jay in Gibraltar bay to dispute ita entrance The 
Brteh fleet conmuted of thirty-four sal of the lune, 
lord Howe bad tus flag on board tho Victory, having 
wider tim vice-admmrals Berrington and Milbank, 
rear-admmirala Hood and Hughes, and commodore Hot- 
ham = That of the enemy smounted to forty-six ships 
of the Inne, under e)bt admrels, or chief d escadres 
The Brith fleet, with 18 convoy, entered the straits 
‘op the Lith of October, and about five o clock in the after- 
noon arrived off the bay of Gibralte: Previous to thus, 
the neceasary dispositous had been made and snstiuc- 
thoua grven to the Panther and Buffalo, under whose w0~ 
modiate protection the store-auups and victuallers were 
Ploced, to pasa with them under the guns of the fortrese 

Respecting the relief of Gibraltar, xt has justly been 
said, ‘that foreign nations acknowledge its glory, and 
every fature age will comfirmit otonly the hopes but 
the fears of his country accompanied Jord Howe The 
former rested mpoa his consummate abhtes and ap 
Proved bravery, while the latter conld not bat Jock to 
the many obstacles he had to anbdue, and the superior 
advantage of the fleet that was to opposa him Never- 
‘theless, he falélled the great objectof the expedition the 
garnuson of Gibraltar was effeotaslly relieved , the hostile 
figet befied and dared mm vain to batile, the different 
squadrons detached tether important destinations , while 
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the ardent and certain hopes of bus country + foes were 
Ausappomnted 

Lord Howe returned from hus expedition on the loth of 
November, and arrived im safety at Portsmouth Peace, 
as the effect of hue anecess, was concluded abmost imme 
daately afterwaida In January, 1783, he ws appomted 
first lord of the adsairalty, watch atfice he rengned to 
lord Keppel on the 8th of Apm! following, but sac eeded 
toxt again on the 30th of December m the same year 
On the a4th of September, 1787, he was advanced to be 
admaral of the white , and in July, 1788, be finally quitted 
hus station at the admiralty Iu the following August, 
he waa created an earl of Great Britain, by the title of 
earl Howe , and on the commencement of hostilities with 
France, mm 1703, hus lordship, at the particular request of 
hus sovereugn, accopted the important and arduous cou- 
mand of the Channel fleet Ample powers, such au have 
seldom been delegated to any commander in-chief, were 
‘wisely intrasted to bis 

On the 3nd of May he sailed with the ret, oonsisting 
of thirty-two sbips of the line, apd about four bupdred 
‘sail of convays for different parts ot the world The French 
float of sorenty seven shaps of the lune suslod from Brost 
at the same time, under the command of admiral 
Vallaret, am odicer of great merit of the old school ho 
had been selected by Robesyrerre, to take the command 
‘aud put to sea at all hazards, for the express purpose of 
protechng the fleet laden with corn which was then ex- 
pected from America , the ecarcity of corn being so great 
throaghout France, that the government determmed ra- 
ther to rusk a defoat than to be exposed to famine, and 
Villavet assured captain Brenton, many years after, that 
‘Robesprerre led hrm to understand, that if be all 
the convoy to fall unto the hands of Iord Howe, 
¢hould answar for xt under the guillotine 

‘The bosiie ‘bad been at sea 

















the greatest anxiety Lord Howe, after seemg tis con- 
‘Yoys to the southward of caps Finustarre, detached rear- 
admural Montag with mx shipe of the Ime 10 protect the 
trade sull farther, and then, to endeavour i intercept a 
wich convoy that was expected from America, under the 
‘escort of four French sbips of the line, he returned to hus 
station to the westwart of Uslant 
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At length the penod ernved which was to stamp the 
naval career of thu great commander with an endunng 
renown On the $8th of May, when the French fleet war 
first discovered, 1t was blowing hard with «heey sea, 







‘British succeeded in bringing on an action 
and the Audacious, of 74 guns, commanded by 
‘Wilham Parker, ran slongnds of the French 
Revolutonaire, of 122 guns These ships having disabled 
each other parted company, and about seven m the eren 
ang rear-admiral Pasley, 1m the Bellerophon, closed with 
‘the rear ship of the enemy sline, a threo decker, oo which 
ho commenced a hrm and resolute attack, supported, oc- 
‘amonally, by the shape an bus division 
‘Thos ended the 28th, and on the following morning tbe 
‘enemy was seen to windward, with » beavy sea ronmng 
About noon the action was renewed, and lord Howe finding 
that the mgnal which be hed made for pusmng throng’ 
the French line was not clesrly understood by a) 
most ships, and being patent to close wath the 
tacked and broke through the French tino of battle abead 
of the fifth ship from the rear, making the Queen CI 
fotte, which bore ins flag (the union ‘at the. tara), tha 
lending ship He controwed along the weather mde of the 
French line for a conmderable time, cut off entirely from 
the cost of hus feet, end, Reering metantly about, nod 
on the same tack with the enemy, raking a 
Frouch three decker, which had lost her fore top must, 
and wns edging down mito the hne The Bellerophon, 
which tacked next 1m succesnon to the Queen Charlotte, 
reaolately followed 20 glorious an example, bat vould not 
penetrate tha French Line untl she came to the second 
ship's stern of the space through which the admiral hed 
Pasied when forcing 2 way through, ahe came so close 
to ber opponent as almost to touch, and totally anriy her, 
Iringing down her top masts and lower yards with a ater 
board broadaide, ang raking the one to leeward at the 
same ume Tbe Leviathan, with other shipe in the renr, 
‘alvo attempted passing the lino, but they were too much 
disabled to effect 1 From the 20th at mght uutil the 
Bist at noon, a thick fog prevented any decure opera- 
‘fhona from taking place on either ade, and tt was only 
at intervals, when the weather cleared, that the enemy 
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could be ducerned. At baif-past one the fog disperted, 
and the enemy was duscovered im a line to leeward, about 
seven nules dutant. Lord Howe namedstely formed the 
hos ; but the French slups keeping from the wind pre- 
vented his closmg with them. Socing thst nothing conid 
‘be effected that night, the eart mado the mgnal to haa! 
‘the wind on the larboard tack. The enemy soon after did 
the same, and then the Enghsh van was abreast of therr 
contre. The frigates of each flact were placed in the mid- 
dle, to observe the motions of their respective enemn 
and the two fleets continued nearly im ths mtuation dar 
ang the night, the Englwh carrying more sail in order to 
be abreast of the enemy by daylight. 

On the morning of Sunday, the Lat of Jane, both flecta 
Deng drawn up m order of battle, the French ne ean- 
sutug of twenty mx, and the Brush of twenty-five, at 
five A M the Britsh sdoural made the signal to bear 
down , and at half past eight, beg within three mules of 
the Frenob line, to bear up, sod for each ship to engage 
her opponent 1 the enemy's ine. The French seemed 
to watt for the attack with great resolanon. Thus i the 
firet rpstance on record of the French waxting for = geno- 
yal acon upon comparatively equal terms, and thetr ehipe 
not being all commanded by naval officers. At half past 
mao the Queen Charlotte opened her fre, and then a 
most tremendous cannanade commenced from the van to 
rear, which raged with woceasing fury for about ab hour. 
‘Tao enemy's line having been forced through wm many 
places, they began to give way Thor commander m- 
chief, rear admsral Villaret Joyeaso, in La Montagne, of 
190 guna, was vigorously attacked by earl Howe w the 
Queen C) 
comfesion , the effect upon thas unfortanate 
Joas of 200 men Lslled and wonnded. She was followed by 
all the shsps of hus fleet which were able to carry eal, 
Teaving those which were disoasted and crippled at the 
mercy of ther opponents, Upon the clearmog up of the 
umoke, eight ar ten of the enemy's ships were seen, some 
totally dumasted, and others with only one mast stand- 
ang, endeavouring to make off wth ther syriteails, Seven 
of these were taken posemuon of, one of which Le Ven- 
gear sunk almost ummediately, with nearly the whole of 
her crew. At ten minutes past one the action ended with 
She cantre, and Villaret sade sail to leeward to join bs 
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dusabled ships, but the fring between the fugitive and 
British shrps did not entirely cease till four 1 the after 
noon, by which time the French sdmeral had collected 
most of hus remaining ships, and stoared off to the eastward. 
The Queen Charlotte having lost hot ber top masts, the 
Marlborough and Defence wholly dismasted, and many 
Of the other ships maternally damaged, earl Howe brought 
fo, to secure the prises and collect his ahups before night. 

‘The lou sustained by the Brush m thus severe con 
test amounted to 381 Killed, and 807 wounded. On the 
first list was captain James Montaga, of the Montagu, 
and wm the lauer, admirals Graves, Bowyer, and Pas- 
ey, and captains Berkeley, Sie A.8. Douglas, Harvey, 
and Hutt, the two Intter died soon after of ther wounda, 
The hulled on board the enemy's ships which were oap 
tured amounted to 000, the wounded to 50, excluara of 
‘about 820 lest iu Le Vengeur when she sunk ® 

‘On the morning of the 13th of Juse, the fleet and the 
Prizes were seen from Poitanouth in the offing Crowds 
Of eager spectators Lined the ramyarts and beach When 
he Queen Charlotte came to an anchor, a salute was 
fired from the batteries, and about half past twelve the 
cart landed at bally Port, when a second discharge of 
artillery took place. He was received on hus Iandiog with 
muhtary honoars and reiterated shouts of applause, the 
band of the Gloucester muta playing ‘See, the con 
querng hero comes’ Lord Howe was m the seventy- 
second year of his age when thu great naval victory was 
obtained. 

On the séth of the same rsonth their mayestics, with 
threa of the prnceses, arrived at Portsmouth, and pro- 
ceaded the next morning im barges to vt lord Howe's 
abnp the Q 
a naval | 
mural with a sword ennched with diamonds, valued at 
three thousand gumeas, and a gold chain, to which the 
medal given on the occasion was suspended At this 








‘Upon this celebrated victory ceptus, Brenton remarks, * chat hid 
Jor Wome barat hs eaptred vomcte, and followed ep his advantage, 
ar have terminated the fenton mara campaigy fecurard 1a 
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royal interview, the earl, with the genuine modesty of = 
seaman, nobly transfered the compluments paid hitneelt 
to hus crew, saying with an emphans, ‘ Tis not I! tie 
those brave fellow: to the seamen, ‘ who have 
awed tho victory * Hie lordship elso received the 
thanks of both houses of parhament, and of the common 
Coum.al of Londoa, with the freedom of that city in x gold 
box Bar! Howe continued to command the Channel 
fect tf May, 1795, when ol bealth obliged him to resi,ut 
In th next year he was appomted admural of the fivet 
‘and general of mermes, on the vacancy occamoned by the 
death of admiral Forbes, and for a sbort true he re 
med the command of the western squadron, but finally 
ick his fag 10 April, 1707, when, on the 2nd of Saue, 
ho was invested with the magma of the garter 

‘The last public act of the hfe of this great max, £0 long: 
and so successfully employed agasnst the foresgn enemies 
of kus country, was exerted to compose its mternel dis- 
senmons It vas the lot of earl Howe to contribute to the 
restoration of the which he had conducted to glory 
on the sea, to loyalty in the harbour Hu experience 
suggested the measured to be pursued by government on 
‘the alarming mutinzes which, in 1707, distressed and te1- 
nfied the uation while his personal exertions powertally 
contributed to remove that disstisfachon which bad, for a 
tame, changed the vory nature of Brosh seamen, and 
Breutly asnutec to recall them to their former habits of 
duty and obedience 

His lordubip died 10 September, 1709 By his lady, 
Mary, daughter of Chwverton Hartop, eq of Welby, 
county of Notts, whom he marred in 1756, he left assue— 
1 dophia Charlotte, wha marned the Hon Pen Ashton 


























cpeded her father as baroness Howe, 2 Mary Juhana 
who died unmared, April 1800, 3 Lowss Cathenne, 
who marned, first, John Dennu, first marqus of Sligo, 
and, vecondly, lord Stowell 


© "The prin mones pald on thas ocvasion w; 
To rschaf wemurotetces £5 oo 
‘Pocacnol the yet) offers leno 
Toeachof inc sailors on 
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SIR EDWARD HUGHES, K B. 


DIED IN 1704 





and prodent commande: the son of a 
gentleman of good property, who was many years an 
alderman, and once, sf not oftener, mayor of Hertford 
‘Hoe entered the navy at an early penod of hfe, and on 
‘the 23th of August, 1740, waa promoted to the rank of 
heatenant by aduural Vernon, as a reward for bis ment 
at the capture of Porto Bello From this time we have 
‘Bo account of him till the year 1747, st which pertod he 
Uontinued @ lentenant, and weut out a passenger to 
Lomuboarg in the Warwick, with strong recommenda- 
noms to commodore Knowles, who 2 commauded on 
that stanon By that gentleman he was advanced to 
rank of post-captmn, on the 6th of February, 17 

‘and appointed to command the Lark frigate From 
Period we meet with no farther mention of bia, nll 
1756, when he was appointed to the command of the 
Deal Castle, of 24 guns In 1757, be was captain of the 
Somerset, of 74 guns, in which shp be served ip 1756, 
under admral Boscawen, at the nege of Louusbourg, and 
the year following, in the memorable expedition agamst 
Quebec, under Sir Charles Saunders, by whom he was 
Particularly noticed, and whose flag hesoon after had the 
hhonear to carry on board the Blenheim, which ship he 
Commanded im the Mediterranean @ short time previous 
‘wo the pence of 1763 

Ho does not appear to have beld any command from this 
‘ume until the end of the year 1770, when 1n consequencs 
of the dispute with Spaz, relative to the Falkland wlands 
‘be was appomted to the Somerset He remained m thi 
ship during the three succeeding years, and at the con 
chumon of that time was appointed to command on the 
‘Rast Jndis station, through the influence of the earl of 
Bandwich, with the rank of commodore, when he sailed 
‘to that quarter in the Salisbury, of 60 guns, and after re 
maimng there Gll the year 1777, retorned to England 
withont having an opportuarty of performmg auy um 
Pouant serve 
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On the 23¢8 of January, 1778, he was promoted to the 
rank of rear aduural of the blue, apd in the beginning of 
the ensuing year was again appornted to the command 
ef an tha Kast Indies About the same time be was 
jared with the Order of the Batb, and howsting bre 
flag on board the Superb, 74, he proceeded for India 
with the Bxster and Burford, 70, aud the Eagle, Belle 
fale, and Worcester, of 6$ guns esch, under his com 
mand On bis passage ho reduced the French settlement 
of Gores on tho coastof Afmea Finding on Ins arrival 
fn India, that the enemy had no force m that quarter 
capable of contending with his squadion, and judging 
that thear services mght be wanted at home, be ordered 
the Bollewts, together with the Ana and Rippon, under 
commodore Vernon, to return to England It bas been 
asserted that tha admirals motive for sending these 
abips to England was, that bus share of prize money, ou 
‘the lucrative station where he commanded, might not be 
diminuhed by the aumber of abips 1a hus squadron but 
‘we are inclined to conaider thie as nothing moie than a 
repetition of the same wie calamny, which in a amlar 
case was applied to lord Anson, and bas boen attached in 
several mstances to miany honourable and dasinterested 
characters 

At thus hme the British affairs in Indim were sn a very 
cnitwal state, owing to tho war with the Rohilta clucfa 
and Hyder Ally, and the ducontent which prevailed un 
Bongal in consequence of the rapacty of the servants of 
the East Indie company, and the ttle attention that was 
paid to the laws, mannors, and usages, of the natives 
‘The Rnglush, wasters of a territory contaming more than 
tharty muthons of inhabitants, had to fear not only the 
efforts of powerfal external enemues, but to dread the 
strugglo of ducontented sulyects, who beheld with an 
guuh and indigaahon the wealth of then fertile count: 
transferred to sti angers, their customs violated by foreign 
regulations, and the venerable mstitubons of ther ances 
tors mdiccled und abused It has beon acknowledged, 
whatever were the causes, that the British power in (ndia 
‘was at thia period shaken to the centre, and that it was 
scarcely 19 a more dangerous mtuaton when the ferocious 
Sowab al Dowlah was in posession of the capital of Reu 
al, and the affnghted goversor, with the chief of ns 
‘officers, had fled to the sipping for protection 
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In this state of affauis the command m chef sn India 
wan a charge of the highest responsibility and nmportance, 
bat so far a4 the French were concerned every thing re 
‘aauned in almast a perfect state of tranquillity till the end 
of the year 178i Im thas iterval the only occurrence 
deserving of notice was the following little successful en 
terpre undertaken against Hyder AUy 6 naval force, 
which was thus described by the vice admiral m a letter 
ty a frend 
On the 8th of December, 1780, beng off Me 
principal sea port of Hyder Ally, on the Malabar const, 
1 saw two ships, a large mow, three ketches, and many 
smaller vessels, at anchor mm the rosd, with Ally s colours 
flyimg on board them Standing with the squadron clove 
nto the road, J found them to be vessels of force, and all 
armed for war on which I anchored as close to theene 
mys vessols as possible with safety to the ships and 
ordered the armed boats of the squadron to attack and 
destroy them under cover of the fre of the company » two 
armed snows, and of the prise ship cut out of Caheat road, 
which were anchored in shoal water and close to the 
enemys abips This service was conducted on the part 
of our boats with a epmit and achrity thet did much 
‘honour to tae officers and all employed in them 1n two 
‘oura they took and burnt two skips, one of 38, the other 
of 96 guma, a ketch of 12 guns was blown up by the ene 
my at the instant our boats were boading ber, anothor 
atch of 10 guns, which cat her cables and endeavoured 
to put to sea, was taken, and the third ketch and the 
smaller vessels were all forced on shore, the snow only 
‘escaping into the harbour, after having thrown every 
thing overboard to lighten her” 

Tu November, 1761, admmral Hughes, m congunction 
‘with Sir Hector Munro, attacked the itch settlement 
of Negapstam, am the district of Tanjore The place, 
though defended by = garnson of 6000 men, of which, 
however, only 500 were Europeans, surrendered after a 
slight reastance The captars of Negapatam strack sach 
terror into Hyder Ally, thet lus troops unmedintely eva 
cuated the Tanjore district, and the Polygars, or petty 
princes, who, at the instigation of Hyder, had revolted 
from the nabob of the Carnatic, returned to their obedi~ 
ence on the best terms they could obtamz The admiral 
‘next undertook an expedian agazost Trincomalee, in tha 
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island of Ceylou, whud was taken by amsanlt on the Lith 
‘of Janusry 1762, together with twolarge Dutch East India 
slips, valvably laden, and several small vemels which 
‘were tn the harbour. 
Hitherto the Brinsh feet hed continned undutorbed 
masters of the Indian seas , but the French, who had long 
‘been preparing to re establish thetr equality, :f not eupe- 
nonty of foree im that quarter, had dumpatched thither 
soveral small reinforcements which bad been permitted to 
Proceed unmolested from Earope They then made agreat 
effort aud sent out Gve ships of the line, bendes veve- 
yal others armed cn flute, woder the command of M de 
Suffreio, one of the ablest officers that the French 71 
Produced The Britwh squadron being 21 
stores and promsons, Sir Edward Hughes sailed from 
Trincotmatee on the sist of January, and arrived in Madras 
road on the sth of Februnry, 1782. The seme day he recenved 
advice from the guvernor, that = Freuich squadron, con 
mating of thirty sal of obrps and vessels, Was ot anchor 
about twenty leagues to the northward of thet port. On 















armed trausport, and the utmost expedition was msed 

and provimons on board , but before that 
could be dane, the enemy's feet appeared im the offing, 
and on the 15th, a¢ noon, came to an anchor about four 
mules without the road ‘The enemy's force consisted of 
twelve ssl of the line, mx frigates, and eight Large abips 





armed ex ute, while the Brush squadron conmsted but 
of ame twodecked abips, one of them carrying only 50 
ous, 028 gon abip, and a fire chop Tho Briussh admiral 
seomediately pluced hus ebips, with springs on their cables, 





‘At four m the afternoon, Suffrein suddenly weihed 
and stood to the southward. A detachmeut of soldiers 
from the garrison of Madras being prt on board the feet 
to act a2 mannes, the Brtush admire! get under weigh, 
aud pursued the enemy during the mght, uoder an easy 
sul. At day-break the next mormmg be found that 
these deet hed separated—the alupe of the line and a 
frigate were about four leagues to the castward of the 
Kusush fleet, the rast of the frigates, «ith the transports, 
‘ere sbout three leagues to the S. W. steering direuily 


HUGHES aot 
for Foudicherry Str Bdwart Hughes »mmodzetely made 
‘the mgual for a general chase 1m that quarter, 1m order, 
Af possible, to cut of the transports, which mght be 
wieaus of foreng M. de Suffrem to give lum battle, 
should he venture down to the protection of hia convoy. 
Iu the course of the chase, wx sail of the convoy were 
captured, five of whub were Engleh vessels, taken by 
y When to the northward of Mi and Gre 
‘® large French transport named the Laurr- 
ton, deeply laden with mihtary stores, and harmg on 
board many officers and 300 men belonging to the regi- 
ment of Lausanne 
‘As soon as M de Suffrein perceived the danger of his 
convoy, he bore down with all the sail he could set, aboat 
three o clock 1 the afternoon, four of the enemy's best 
sailing ling of battle aiups were within two or three mul 
ot the sternmost of the Briteh, but no action took plac 
‘and the hostile squadrons contiaued in sight of each other 
all night At daylight an the morning of the 17th the 
‘enemy « squadron was about three leagues to the N 
The weather proved extremely equally, with baffling and 
uncertain winds, which prevented the squadrons from 
approaclins each other tll the afternoon, when, after 
Yaro0y mincruvres on both mdes, favourable squall 
about four o vlock permitted buffrem to bear down with 
bis whole fore on the centre and rear of the British 
who had little or no wind Thus ciieumstanced, Sir 
Kadlward Hughes had not time to form wm close order bi 
fore ha was warmly attncked by eight of the enemy’ 
best ships he*Exeter, which was the steramost stip, 
and a bad sulcr bemg at some distance from her se: 
ahead, was moat furiously attacked by three of the French 
sia a Mi de Suttresn, m the Heio, bore down, and fell 
‘with no lets violence on Sir Edward Hughes i the 
Superb ‘The van of the Baitsh ail this tome lay almoat 
devalucd, and ovald render no asaustance to therr friends 
> mat the brunt of the action fell oa only hve of 
Hnitisb ships, the enemy nover advancing farther than 
the Superb ‘The action was supported with griat sgour 
on loth aides tll tx oclock, when a sudden squall cave 
th. Brush fleet the advantaze of the wind, who m ther 
tum attihed the enemy with much resolution and 
se At, that au teat than balf ap hour cle Poneh liuied 
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their wind, and stood to the N. 5. after hyvutz suffarid 
very severaly 

‘Aa st was endently the dengn of Bufficm to disable 
the Superb aud Exeter, those two slupe were materi 
damaged The Buperb's marn-yard was cut 
‘slings, and she bad above four feet water in the bold, 
which gained connderably upon them, until the shor- 
holes were plugged up. Tue Exeter was almost induced 
© w completa wreck, having at times from thro to five 
abips upou ber, and but for the prompt and ollant 
esnstance afforded her by captain Wood, in tbe Hcro, 
ahe most probably would have been sunk Commodore 
Xing, wha commanded her, displayed the raost unehaken. 
forntade and presence of mind. Towards the cloce of 
‘aa two of the enemy's ships were beanng 
down to attack the Exeter, already a wreck, rt 18 reported 
‘hat the master asked the commodore what he sheutd do 
with the ship, to whom he bravely rephed, ‘There ie 
Gothing to be done but to fight her til she mots.” 

In the morming the cnemy yas ont of sight, and Sir 
Rdward proceeded to Trocomales to repair hiv damages, 
where he arrived on the 2ith of February. Indecuave 
as this engagement may appear, its consequences were 
of the wetmost importance to the stabihty of the Brush 
qmpire in fadia The French bad been for yeara 
Prepanng this armament at a vast expense, and bed 

ed the tmost flattering prospects of snicow Its 
arnval in India was regarded by the enemies of the 
Brith goveroment, sn that quarter, as the final period 
of our power oa the coast of Coromandel, Hyder Ally had 
formed the strongest hopes of our expulsion with ite 
asnatance, and the French themselves came im the full 
confidence of obcsuming a complete victory. The gover- 
nor-general aud supreme council of Mengal, im ther 
lewer of congratulanoa to Sir Edward Hughes on this 
cocasion, make use of the following fon ible expressions, 
which, when we consuler thu rank, and the opportu- 
mities they had of yadging of the extent of danger which 
‘threatened them, will convey m strong idea of the value 
of the sdmurel's sernice. ‘We regard,’ aay they, ‘ sour 
Yate action with che Prench fleet as the crisis of our fate 
am the Carnatic, and 1 the reeult of it we see that pro- 
vince relieved and preserved, and the permincucy of 
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the British power m India firmly established In another 
part of cherr leter thes vay, ‘2 proof so uneqarac it of 
the superior courage and discipline of the ofhcirs and 
neamen uader your command, and of their contdence 1n 
their leader, must excite in the mand of all the powers 
of India, a confirmed opinion of the unrivalled military 
character of the British uatron’ The governer and 
councilof Madras addressed the admoral 5 terms equally 
Aistterng ‘The vory wasterly and spinted manner, 
they, ‘an which you bore down upon the French fleet at 
your departure from these rouds, claimed ot that tu 
our warmest thanks, and we now moat suncerely con- 
gtatulate you on the new honour which the Brituh flag 
has acquired by the courage and conduct #0 eminently 
duplayed by you, rm the late encounter against such 
‘superior numbers 

‘The necessary repairs having been completed with 
the utmost expedition, Sir Edward Hughes enled from 
Trincomalee oa the 4th of March, and on the 13th 
fuchored 1 Madzas road He agam put to ma with o 
reinfoicement of troops and a quantity of miltary stores 
for the garrison af Lrincomalee on the 30th be was joined 
by the Sultan, 74,and Maynanime, 64, from England, both 
which ships were very sickly, and had suffered mach 
from the scurry Sir Edward notwithstanding judged 
wt most advantageous for the public service, as he know 
the enemy « squadron was tothe southward, not to return 
to Madras to lana the sick and scorbutc of the two ships, 
but to proceed direct for Trmcomalee, ‘ without, to use 
Ins own words, ‘ either seeking of avoidiug the enomy 
iu the 6th of April the squadron felt in with French 
ship from Mauritius, having on board disprtches from 
France for ther commanders-in chief by sea and land 
the ear Trauquebar, 

































‘oon, the enemy’s squadron, consisting 
of exghteen sail, was discovered to leeward in the N E 

quarter, but agreeable to his previous resolution, Sir 
‘Edward continued bis coarse During the three following 
days the enemy kept in sight, without any encounter 
taking place, but on the I2th, at daylight, Suffren 
having obtained the westher-gage, 10 consequence of Sir 
‘Réward’s bearing away for Trincomalee, and their copper 
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bottomed ships gaimiog much on the rear of the Batwh 
squadron, ths adanral,notwithstanding their enpsronty, 
determined to engage them, rather than risk even the 
apprarance of wishin, to avod an ection At mas in the 
mormng the @gnal was made for the Brush equadren 
to form the line , Lut the enemy, who were theb about six 
miles dutant, spent upwards of three boars in maoau 
and at lust, about fifteen minutes past noon, bare 

iF the purpose of commencing the action Five 
stretched forward to engage that of the 
Briush, while the French adtmnral, with seven other 
,atecred directly down on the Superb, the Monmouth 










myuadrous, and x few munntes afterwards, Suffrer, in 
the Hero, with her sccond astern, !'Orient, bore down 
‘on the Superb within pratol-shot, and continued 1 that 
Yawtion, giving and recuiving a most dreadful fre for 
‘une minutes, the Hero then stood on greatly damaged 
to attack the Monmouth, which was already closely en- 
gazed with another of the enemy « sinps This made 
room for the ship+ in the Preach admurel » rear to come 
up and attark the Britwh centie, where the battle raged 
with th grontest viclence At three o clock the Mon- 
mouth, after baring sustasaed with unparalleled fortitude 
the attacks of two ships, had ber mizen-mast shot away, 
end soca after her maim-mast met the same fate. Bhe 
was now \ompclied to bear outof the line to leeward, 
and would re beem carried by the enemy, had not the 
adral, followed by the Sultan and Mouarce, :mstantly 
bore dowa to her relief At (orty minutes pat three, the 
wind couauuing to the oorthward, without any sea 
breese, apprebensive lest the hips ehould be 
‘entangled with the shore, the admiral made the sgaal 
for the slips to wear, and bi their wind 12 2 hne ot 
batde on the larbosrd tack, ati) continuing to engage 
‘the enemy At forty minutes past fire, the squadron 
being 20 fifteen fathoms water, and fearful lest the 
‘Monmouth 1 ber disabled state might drift too near the 
shore, the admiral made the mgnal ts prepare to anchor 
‘The Freach squadron about this ume drew off mn great 
duorder to the eastward, and the engagement crased 
Boon after, the British Geet came to am anchor Ike 
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Hero, Sufresn’a shvp, was so much damaged, that he 
‘was obliged to shift hrs flag mto the Hannubsl, of the 
force Just at dark the French fngate La Fine, of 
40 guna, baving been exther ordered to tow off the Hero, 
or teconpottre the situation of the Briush squadron, came 
no clue to the [uis, 50, that sho fel? on board ber, and was 
obliged to atuke her colours, but taking advantage of 
the darkness of the mght, and the disabled state of the 
Tus, 1mat come out of acton,:n which she hada number 
of wen killed and woonded, exclanive of her having 
befure been so badly manned, the French frigate pro- 
fited hy these circumstances, and escaped 
Ihe love sustained by the Superb im this enconnter was 
severe, ataounting to fifty-nine men Lilled, and ninety- 
‘ix wounded, among the former were two heutenante 
and the master In this situation both squadrons con- 
tanued at anchor and m auht for five days, dunog 
‘which tame they both were busily employed in repaning 
then damages unui the morn of the 19th, when the 
nay Kot under sail with the laud wind, and stood out 
towea clove hauled At noon they tacked with the sea 
breeze, and stood in directly for the body of the British 
squadron, as af determined on an mmumedrate attack , but 
ved within two miles of the Britwh Ime, 
7m 80 well prepared for their recepticn, 
that the Preach admirel tacked, wud standing to the 
enatw ard by the wind, was entirely out of sight by the 
evening. 




















departure of tho French fleet, Bir Edward 
proceeded with bis squadron to Trineom: 
where he arrived on the 7204, and immediately Innded 
the reinforcement and mbtary stores destined for tho 
arnson, and the sick and wounded of his squadroo, which 
wera very numerous, Having refitted the Monmouth 
aod the rest of his ships ax well as circurastances would 
‘permit, he sailed from Trincomalee on the Sith of June, 
and the following day anchored im Negapatam road. 
Here he was mformed that the French squadron was at 
anchor of Cuddalore, which place bad surrendered to 
therr land forces He continued at anchor im Negapatam 
road nil the Sth of July, when the French squadron, 
consuting of eighteen sail, a2 before, twelve of winch 
were of the line, came in sight about noou At three 
P.M. Sir Bdward wangbed sith hrs squadcon, and stood 























alz NAVAL HISTORY 


to the southward all that everung and mi,bt, 10 order to 
get to windward of the enemy 

‘At dayhght om the mormng of the Cth, the admiril 
aug gained this esscntial port, fo 

atte abreast, and bore axay towards 
after he threw out the staal for each ship to bear down 
directly upon her opponte m the Freach lune, and bring 
her toclose action ‘These orders were admirably obeyed, 
and for some conmderabl, time the engagement wan 
close, warm and xencrally well supported on both sides 
The firing bad commenced mm the French lune st twenty 
munutes before ulrsin o clock, but wae not returned by 
the British slupy until they were sufficiently uear for 
their mhot to hate the deuired effect The action wan ge 
ncral from van to rear, until thurty five mimutes past 
twelve, when the Cniwy » stnps appeared to have suf- 
fered extremely, both 1 their halls and masts var 
stap bad been obliyed to bear away out of the Ine, and 
the Brillanc, the French adwaral s second ahead, had 
Jont her mun-mast At this critical moment, tho ara 
rece: set in with tousual siolence, whieh threw both 
ficeta inta great dimorder, and Suffrern taking edvantaze 
of it, stood am shore, and collected his stups m a close 
body, wink, th Bath squsdion rom 
Perned, aud several of them ungovernable 
Atuation the admiral ¥ uy obhged to give up bus dengo 
of renewing thr euganemeut 

At hulf-past four he hawed down the signal for the 
lune of Latte, and ut half-pst hve anchored between 
Negapatam und Nagore Soon after the French squa 
dron anchored about three leagues to leewird The 

‘was employed in seruring the lower masts and 

refitting the slups At ive a lock the mext morning, 
the adnnral bed the moruficanon to see the enemy» 
squadron get under sail, and retarn to Cuddalore road, 
thew disabled skips ahead, and those Jess damaged with 
the frigntes m their rear to coser their retreat, while 
jus oun ships remained im too disabled a condition 
uther te prevent or pursue them 

Froding it nmpoanble to pursue the enemy, and the 
ammunition as well as the stores of the squadron beng 
nearly exhausted, the admiral was obliyed to proceed 
with lis ships to Madras road the only place where he 
ceald obtun a supply of the miciesanes which be 
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wanted He aruived at Madras on the 20th of July, and 
smnoediately exerted himself with bus usual seal, a= 
turity, and perseverance, to pat the squadron un a’ con 
dion for seruice It was one of the charactersttiun of 
ti Edward Hughes, that he was brave to an exccas in 
ection, and ot the asme Gime cool, considerate, and col 
lected besides, when st was necessary, be entered into 
all che mauta of the service, and afforded every one 
under his command an excellent example of attention 
¢0 the duties of bis station and regard for the honow. 











ebeds a lustre around them, 
bestowing & due portion of praise on the prudence, fora 
coght, and cautious vigilance, of a commander, hut these 
ate qualities not less requomte than courage to the com 
pontion of a real hero and these Sir Edward Hughes 
Possessed 2m an eminent degree 

‘On the 20th of August the squadron having completed 
tts provinons, and being in a tolerable condition fur ser 
vice, sailed from Madras road, with an intent to protect 
‘Triocomalee, and for the purpose of covering a reipforva- 
ment that was expected from Kurope ‘The adwiral used 
all poole chligence to get to the southward, but on lis 
wrnval of Trincomalee on the 2nd of September, he b. 
‘the morti6cation to dudcover French colours flying on all 
the forts, and the sime French squadron at anchor in 
the bay which be had already engaged three timer 
Suffren had been remforced by two whips of the hne 
and a 60 gun ship, and bie squadron bad also received 
a pupply of neceasanea by a convoy of transports from 
burope 

The next mormng Suffremn gut wader sat with four- 
teen sinps of the line, three frigates and a fire ship, and 
stood out of the bay, with thc wmd off the land, whih 
placed them to windward of the Britisb squadron Sir 
Bdward Hughes mmmediately made the signal for the 
ne of battle ahead at ¢wo cables length dictence, short 
ened sail, und edged any before the wind, that the 
ships micht the mor, speedily get ito their respective 
stations 

‘The French kept aloof till the afternoon, when about 
half-past two oclock ther Ime began to fre on the 
Kriusb, which was im 2 few minutes returned, and the 
€i,agement soon became geucral The two additional 
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ships of the entry » hae fell furiously on the Warcester, 
the rear ship, but she made so gallant m reastance, and 
‘as a0 well supported by the Monmouth the second 
ahead, who threw all her sails aback and poured in a 
close and heavy fire upon the enemy, that the attack 
ent roy failed on thet side At the sume time five of 
the Uminy a van ships bort dowa tovether on the Exeter 
ant les tho two hesdmost sinps, and by am incessant 
aud powerful fire forced the Faeter, much disabled, out 
Of the lin they then tacked eeping their wind, and 
finog on the Ins and other sbips of the van as they 
pasaed 

the centace of the two hnes, dunng ths time, were 
warmly cngage!,» ip to sbrp Ihe rival commanders, 
tm the Superb and Miro fought each other with the 
greatent fury At balf past three the mizen mast of the 
Frunch admural a second astern was carried away, am 
wt the aame time her second abeud lost ber fore and 
Tminn-top-masts At half past five the wind abiftung 
sudienly from SW tw LS ¥ bir Edward Hoghes 
mande the signal to wear which was instantly obeyed 
with admirable promptiess and order, the enemy's aqua 
ron wearuyg oF staying at the same time, uptil the 
Britwh rencwed the engagement with fresh vigour 
At twenty minutes pant six the French admural s moat 
imast waa whot away by the boxwd and soon after hus 
tmizin-mast followed st At aeven o clock the body of 
the French fleet hanka thar wint to the southward, 
tnd became axpoved to savers and palline Ate fram 
che heu the engage 
ment evasd. The Bein squaivon after eo tng aid 
obstinate an action wav 12 no condition to parwe tha 
enemy and at dayhght tbe ouxt moroing they were 
ont of athe 

‘Thus in less than twelve months Sir Edward Hughes 
‘as four umes severely engaged with © force counder- 
ably superior to bis own, and commanded by an officer 
of as reat still and courage as the French nanon ever 
Pioduced Yet under chore disadvantazes, be maintamed 
the honour of the Brivsh character for naval pre emi- 
nenee undullied, and sf he gamed neo decisive victories, 
or mgnalised Limself by no exteuare defiat of the exe 
my the services he rendered bis country were substan- 
Qual iathes thos splendid soli | rather than dazcluys 
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After the last schon Sir Edward repaired with the 
squadron to Bombay, the season for naval opeiabons 00 
the coast of Coromandel beng at an end. Ha was 
Jned at Bombay by 0 reinforcement from England, 
‘under Sir Richard Ricketton, conauting of wx sail of 
the line, and one sbip of 30 guns The war bed term 
nated 10 Europe catly a the year 1763, but intelligence 
of that event had not yeached India im the month of 
June, when, on the 13th, emg off Caddalore, which was 
Demeged by the Rast India company’s forces, under 
general Stuart, Suffrein’s jron once more appeared 
in ght to the southward A vanety of trifling mapou- 
1s took place between thus true and the 2th, wl 
the Prench adrairal having the advantage of the weather- 
guge, and probably bung mformed of the weak state of 
Sar Edward’s squadron, on account of the havoc mi 
by the soursy among the crows of the different shy 
Particularly those last arnved, bore down to engaze 
about four o'clock us the aftersoon, und begon thi 
action with » heavy cannouade, which was seturni 
with the greatest spint by the English The sution 
continued three hours, when the enemy hauled off, and 
Sir Award collected ns squadron The loss on thie 
‘occasion was lens than xt bad been in former encounters. 
‘On board Su Edward’s ship twele were killed and 
forty one wounded, and the total lors of the squadron was 
‘ninety mine Lilled, and four hundred apd thirty even 
wounded 

On the 22nd, the enemy were again discovered off Pon 

dicherry, but ‘no encounter took place, and on the 25th 
the Britsh admiral arnmved st Madras, where ho re- 
ceived the intelligence that peace bad been concluded 
In consequence of this hostilities were mutually 
pended, and the British fleet returned to England, at 
intervals, m divusons. 
‘Aher his arnval, Sur Edward never took upon him any 
ibeequent command He had been advanced, on the 
‘1th of March, 1779, to be rear adwuirel of the red, and 
on the 26th of September, 1780, to be vice-admiral of the 
blue On the 24th of September, 1787, he was advanced 
to be vice sdmural of the red, an be was afterwards to 
be admiral of the blue, on the ist of February, 1703 
‘He died at hus seat at Luxborough, im Essex, op the 17th 
of February, 1704, fall of years and honours. 
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THOMAS GRAVES, LORD GRAVES, 
IM THE PEERAGE OF LAKLAND. 
isp 1% 1802 


Tax name of thx admiral 1 associated with two im- 
portant 





ents in our naval history—the calauntous 
1762, a which the bomeward-bound fleet 
and convoy under his command soffcred the greatest 
Toss on sips aud men which tt bas ever been oui nis 
fortune to experience, and the other, the celebrated de- 
fant of the Prench fleet on the Int of June, 1793, when, 
a serond in command under ear] Howe, he contributed 
ta aw eminent degree to the auiccoas of that memuralle 
action 

‘This admiral was the second son of rear-adtmiral Tho- 
vans Graver, of Shanckes, in the county of Cornwall, and 
dumvung been mitended for the nava) profession, be went 
tu sea at a very early axe under the protection of 
cneamodore Medley, who was tho governor of New 
foundiand In 1740, he accompanied hus father, then 
captain Graves, in the Norfulk, of 80 guns, to the siege 
of Carthagena, wader adwiral Virnon, where this sinp 
Jed the attack on the forts The Norfolk returned to 
Mugland towards the end of 1741, and from thence pro- 
ceeded tw the Mediterranenu, to Jou adimral Matthews, 
where, in 1742, Mr Graves ¥ aa ruade lieutenant of ¢ 
Romney, 1 which sup he was em, aged in the action off 
Mieres in the following year In 1746, he accompanied 
admiral Lestock upon the expedioon against Port 
VOreut, as second eutenaut and in the following year 
hie removed ita the Moamouth, im which ship he was 
engaged in the May and Octover fights under Ausou and 
Hawke. In 1731 he commanded the Hazard sloop of 
‘ar, aud at the breaking out of the war with Prance 
was ordered off Brest to louk for the French grand fee 
which was reported to be desuned for North Americ 
and baving the good fortune to fall in with them on their 
Haturn into the port of Brest, be stood twice across 
thear Ime, and ¥ 4s able to transat ao correct an acount 
of the force of every shnp tu lord Anson, at a very critical 
moment, that bie lordabtp, ax a mark of hrs satisfaction, 
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emmodutely promoted bim to the rank of post captain, 
and promused him bus fatare friendship. 

Jn 1761, captain Graves was appointed to the Antalope, 
of $0 guns, and shortly afterwards t the comimand in 
ulnef on che Newfoundland station, with the rank of com- 
modore, where, im the folloaang year, he re captured the 
nettlement of St. John’s, which kad been taken by the 
French squadron under M de Tiernay, who meditated 
the conquest of the whole wland On his retara to Eng 
land, after the termmation of hoshlities with Frauce am 
1703, he was selected to proceed to the coast of Afnca 
to correct various abuses whack prevailed in that quar- 
ter, whi he performed w the satuufaction of govera- 
ment, the merchants, and the public. In 1769, he was 
appointed to the Temeraire, of 74 guns, then a guard 
ship at Portsmouth , in 1775, he received the honourable 
and lucrative appointment of coloael of marnes, aud 
about the same time, be was chosen member of parlin= 
ment for the borough of East Loo, in Cornwall 
he wae promoted to tho 1amk of rear admural of 
nd haying hoisted Ins flag on board the Lon- 
don, @, he sailed to Arserica with a rernforvement of aux 
sail of the line Op his poorage he captured a valuable 
Mast India obip, and for sowe wave after hiv arrival m 
Amonica, he served under the orders of admiral Arbuth- 
not, and was principally employed 1m the blockade of 
Rhode Inland. In 1781 he succeeded admiral Arbuthnot 
mm the command m chief on the American station, but 
the sapeniorsty of the French fleet kept him confined to 
the Hudson, antl bemg yomed by rear admural Sir 
Semuei Hood with « reinforcement of fourteen ships 
‘of the ne, from the West Indies, he put to sea with 
Tmeteen sail, and on the Sth of September the Preach 
fleet wns duscovered at anchor near cape Henry, con~ 
uusting of twenty-four sai] of the line, under the count 
de Graoe. As woon us the French admiral perceived 
the Britwh fleet, he stood out to sen, forming bus ships 
ww hne of battle, as they drew from the land About 
four ra the afternoon « parual engagement commenced, 
which lasted GU sunset, when the firing ceased. The 
fiseta remamed m mght of each other for fire days, 
dorog which time the enemy shewed po inclination to 
Fenew the attack, although they often kad it in ther 
Power, aud admiral Graves, m pursuance of the resa- 
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Tutiom of a councd of war, returned to New York. In 
this action the British loss amounted to nuety killed 
and two hundred and thirty wounded, and many of the 
Baghsh shops recesved comaderable damage, particularly 
the Terribte, 74, whutls st was found necessary to destroy. 

The Amerian war having been terminated ur the fol- 
lowing wonth, Vet. 19, by the capture of earl Cornwallu’a 
army, which edmuiral Graves Led in vain attempted 
to relieve, bie presence became uumecesary, be re- 
mgued the comand to rear-adentral Digby, and pro- 












tw return to Holand, he was appomted by lonl Rodney 
to command the convoy to be sent home with a name= 
ous figet of merchantmen in the month of July The 






sbips of war placed under bis command were the Ra- 
wullies, Canada, and Centaur, 71s, and the Pallas, 
fryate, with the following Freuch ships tabi 
Rodney om the preveding 12th of August, aud beng the 
trophies of hus splendid rutory vis the Valle de Pore, 
Ht, the Gloneux and Hictor, 71+, and the Ardent, 
Caton, and Jason, of 64 guns cach All these ships we 
4m a wretched condinon and badly wanued the Brits 
ype from having been a long tame from England amd 
Many engagements, and the prises from the want of 
Proper repairs Admiral Graves howted bu fiag om board 
the Rarmilies, and sailed from Bluegelds on the 25th of 
Inly, 178%, with the squadron under bis command and 




















to mduce the oficers of the Ardent to unite ™ represent 
tag the unfitness of that sbip te proceed on her voyage 

‘Thu {ed the edmiral to order her back to Port Royal, and. 
the Jason, by not putting to wea for want of water, mever 
Joned bum. The rest proceeded, but the Hector lost 
company about the $ocb of August, in the Gulf stream, 
a lantude 34° north, sod the whole convoy, after those 
for New York bed separated, became reduced to nmety 

two or ninety threa sail Om che 6th of September the 
Caton sprang 0 leak, and shewed rach alarming yup 
tows, that the admiral directed ber and the Pallas, 
thet had bkewise become leaky, to bear away imme- 
dutely for Hsbiax, which then Dore NNW about 
eighty seven leagues The afternoon ol the 16th of Sep 
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tember shewing indscationa of a gate and foul weather, 
every preperation was made on board the flag abip, not 
on!y on account of her own safety, but also by way of 
example to the rest of the ficet The admual collected 
the ships about mx o'clock, and brou,ht-to under hie 
‘main sail on the larboaid tack, havimg ail ins other sats 
turled, and bus top gallint yards and masts lowered 
down The wind soon wcreing, with @ beavy sca, 
about thtee o'clock om the morning of the 17th the 
tempest was co furious, accompanied with rain, thunder, 
and lightning, that at the mstent when all their exer 
‘tuoms Were necessary to save the ebip from foundering, 
at was not posable for the seamen to face the weather 
Ths coslhes was taken by the lee, her maz 
‘thrown aback, her mam mast and the mzen mast 
‘way up came by the board, the fore top mast fell over 
the starboard bow, the fore-yard broke in the slings, the 
tller anapped in two and the rudder wae nestly tora of, 
‘Thus was thin capital slip reduced in » few moautes to 
x mere wreck, by the fury of the storm, and the beating 
of the sea, both xcting in opposition to each oth 
At dawn of day the Dutton store ship was perceived 
under their lee, water logged, with ber eomgu borsted 
Bawnward, in order to draw the atteation of the fleet, 
but to no avail, for no saccour could be mven, and 
she very soon after went down head foremost only 
twelve or thirteen of the crew were aaved, by sliding off 
one of the boats, and running with the wind, in the di 
Yection of one of the absps, which fortunately descried 
them, and flung over ropes to them, by the help of 
which these desperate fellows scrambled up he: mde, 
and fortunately saved thetr hes Out of minety four or 
ninety five sail seen the day before, hardly twenty could 
naw be counted At this ume the Ville de Pans ap 
peared unhurt Thu noble shsp was commanded by cup 
tain George Wilkinson, a most expercaced seaman, who 
fad made twenty four voyages to aud from the West 
Indies, and on this account had been appornted to lead 
‘the fleet through the Gulf, but nevertheless she wes 
aherwards bened 1p the ocean, with all on board, con 
mating of upwards of eight bundred people The Cancda 
was seen halfhult down, upon the les quarter The 
Centaur, far to windward, without masts, bowsprit, or 
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radder, and the Gloreax, without foremast, bowsprit, 
or may top mast Of these, the tuo latter perubed 
with all ther crew, except captain Inglefield of the 
Centaur, and ten of ius people, who contrived to ship off 
from her stern in one of the boats without being no- 
taeod, and after being exposed to hanger and fangue for 
sxteen days in the madst of the Atlante, they succeedad 
im escaping the fate of the rest 
‘Daring the three following days every effort wos mado 
to prevent the Ramllies frots foundenng, but the storm 
continuing,xt became evident on the morning of the 2ist 
hat at could not be much longer prevented In this ex 
tremty the admural resolved uct to lose a moment in 
removing the ack, and accordingly at dawn 
was made for the boats of the merchantme: 
readily obtyed The mck were first removed, and then 
fhe people themacives were permitted to go of, and be- 
eu ve ANd tin oLlock, there being nothing farther 
to direct or regulate, the admiral himeelf quitted the 
Ramulties, whick had then nine feet water 10 ber bold 
He was rowed to the Belle, coptarn Forster, which was 
iret of the trade that had borne up to the Remilhes 
ght before in her imminent distress, and by her 
ple mxteen others were wduced to follow By 
three 0 clock most of the men were taken out, at which 
tumo the Ramitles had thirteen feet water in her hold, 
aud was manifestly foundering At half-past four, the 
captain, with every soul except the fourth leutenant, 
loft ber, and this latter gentleman only tarned to set 
fire to the wreck, which was accordingly done I'he 
carcass burned rapndly, and the flames quickly reached 
‘tha powder m the after magamne, and im thirty-five 
‘ammutes the decks and upper works blew up with © ter 
le explonon, while the bottom was precipitated into 
ean The admural, at this ime m the Belle, con- 
‘need near to the wreck to sea Ins last orders executed, 
2s well as to succour eny boste that might be too fall 
of men, the awell of the sea being prodigious, although 
‘the weather had been moderate mace the noon of the 
Prevus day, bet within two hours after the last of the 
(raw were put on board the respective sbips, the wind 
tose to a great beicht and so connmued without ruter- 
‘nason for mx or seven dase successively, mzcmuch 






























GRAVES, ia 


that no boat in the time vould have lived in the water 
Gn so amall wn unterval depended the lives of more than 
orx hundred men 

Upon ther separation taking place, the officers were 
dutnbuted with portions of the crew among the mer 
chant stipe, and = pendant was houted cn board the 
Belle, by way of dustmction, to lead, xf posable, the reat, 
some of the trade kept with her, and others made the 
Ihest of their way, under the apprebennon that they 
should soon be thort of provisions The Silver Eel 
feansport, which bad sled from Blusfields with the in 
valida of Rodney « Seet, ran into Falmouth on the Gth 
of October, but the Canada, prior (a this, had arnved 
at Portsmouth where che spread the ni 
persion of th 
te France, her yinvateers immediately pat to sea in 
hopes of capturing some of thera ‘Two of the merchant 
ship with pait of the crew of the Ramillen, were cap 
tared in eight of the Belle but sbe herselt, with the 
Admiral and thirty three of her crew, got aafe though 
singly into Cork harbow on the 10th of October Ad 
meral Graves immedi itely howted bis flag on board the 
Myrmidon frigate, which to be there, end 
nailing with the first fan wand, arrived on the 17th 10 
Plymouth sound 

Great as were the sofferings on board the Ramillies, 
they were mild an compariton to those endured by the 
officers und crew of the Centaur, winch only becami 
Known from the miculoas preservation of her cap- 
tam (Inglefield) and ten of the crew Tho muffering 
on board the Hector wus aleo very great and after hay- 
ing contended with the storm unbl the sbip was a wreck 
‘and the crew greatly reduced by exhausnon and death, 
they were abbged to defend themsclves against two 
French frigates, who attacked them im concert, and 
‘which they best aff only to endure a continnance of 
musery Of exght ahips of the line only the Canada re-¥ 
turned to England and the Pallas fngate was rom on 
nhore at Fayal Many merchant vessels were lost, and 
at as computed that not love than 8500 persons perished 
on thut ealamutour occamon, and the ships which were 
the trophies of Rodney « victories 

Peace having been concluded almost ammediate!y «fir 
thm melancholy event the admiral remamed unewy layed 
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tull_ 1788, whem be was appointed commander in chiof 
at Plymouth, and he baasted hus flag on board the Impro, 

able, of 90 guns On the commcncement of the war of 
the French revolution, admiral Graves was promoted to 
the renk of adunral of the blue, and appornted second in 
command of anne] feet In thu stanon he bore 
adwtmgushed share m the buthant victory obtained 











over the French fleet on the lat of June, 1794 Tho 
ereigp, of 110 guns, bis flag ship, was one of 
‘the first m action, and at 1ts conclusion the adumral was 





at the head of eleven sail of the line, well-formed, in 
pursuit of fourteen sail of the fymg enomy, when the 
Just eynal wes made by the commander im chief fo the 
British line to close In this memorable encounter the 
Royal Soveresgn lost her fore and maintop gallant masts, 
had fourteen wen lulled and forty four wounded , among 
the latter of whom was the admiral himself, who was 
severely wounded in the right arm, of which he never 
sherwards perfectly recovered the use 

1s spinted services on this ocvamon, he was cro- 
wat peer of Ireland, by the title of Jord Graves, baron 
Graves of Gravesend, in the countyof Londonderry He 
was likewise rewarded with a gold chun and modal, 
and a pension of $1000. per ansom In the following 
‘year he was raised to the rant of admral of the white 
‘but on account of bus wound, and his advanced age, he 
never accepted of any subsequent command Hin lord- 
ship died m 1801, 1m the seventy axth year of bus age, 
‘baring spent upwards of fifty yearv m the sernca of his 
country If fortane did not favour him with ono of 
those opportunities of distinguisbing bimself which fall 
to the lot of but few commanders, nevertheless the nama 
of Graves will alwaya bold a respectable rank 10 the 
annals of the British navy, and be associated to the 
lateat tres with the memory of the stopendous disnster 
‘that befel the convey under his orders. 
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SIR PETER PARKER, Baar, 
ADMIRAL Of THE FLEXT 
aie 


‘Tus veneable naval commander belonged to a family 
descended from archbishop Parker, which bas enjoyed 
the unusual honour of producmg four Britwh admirals, 
dustungmshed m the service of ther country Sir Peter 
‘was the son of admiral Christopher Parker, who entered 
the naval sernice towards the close of the seventeonth 
century, and, m 1712, commanded the Speedwell, in 
1729, the Torbay, of 80 guna, and finally, 1n 1749, was 
promoted to the rank of rear-admiral He died at an 
advanced age in 1763 The sulyect of our memow was 
Dorn in 1721, and entered the navy at ao carly age as 
midshipman , he -was made » heutenant im 1743, and a 
Post captain in 1749 On the breaking out of the war 
with France in 1786, be was appointed to the command 
of the Mar,ate frigate, and on the snvanon of Mincrua, 
ba wee craneferred to the Westwich, #4, on the Leeward 

land station In this ship, he dustingwabed bimeelf at 
the taling of Guadaloupe, and was then appointed to 
the Bnutol, 50, and, on bow retarn to England, he was 
appointed to the Montague, 64, and employed during the 
‘winter of 1758 and tbe following spring to craue 15 the 
Channel—a serrice 1 which he met with considerable 
mnocess, having captured several private sips of war and 
other vemels He next commanded the Buckinghaw,70, 
an which ship be greatly distinguished himself, m 176) 
off Belleisle, and, 10 cunsequence of these services, h 
‘was appointed with & squadron of five sail to attack the 























of Aix With the five ships joined to the Buckmgham 
hho entered the roads, although they were so strongly 
forufied with pranms armed with heavy cannon, and 
Jyng remarkably low m the water, thet the enemy 
thought themselves im parfect safety Sir Peter 10 
roughly handled these prams, thet they were obliged 





(© sheer aff with great preaptancy, many of them bi 
ang been severely shattered , after winch he completely 
dcetroyed the forbGcatons 
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He continued to command the Buckingham fll 1762, 
when that shap was ordered to be dumantied, and cap- 
tain Parker was appomted to the Ternble, a new shipof 
74 guns, but, im consequence of the peace which soon 
followed, this abip was put out of commusmon, and he 
remained unemployed for some years after. In the 
mean time, Ine talents and services bud been 20 well 
appreciated, that im 1772 he received the honour of 
Knighthood, and im 1774 he commanded the Barfeur, 90, 
Goes not appear to have hed eoy opportanity of 
signalizing himself tll war broke out with Amence. In 
1778, he was rawed toa command om the American 
station, with the rank of commodore Sir Peter homted 
hua broad pendant in the Bristol, a ship of 50 guns, then 
newly launched, and sailed from Portsmouth m De 
cember, with @ squadron of ships of war and a fleet of 
transports, conveying mx reguments and seven companies 
of the 40th, to cooperate with the loyaluts in Noith 
Carchna 
Tatenoss of departure from Cork, at which place the troops 

wre etabarked , n0 that, after rough weather aud contrary 
winds, the armament did not arrive off Capo Fear till 
the 3d of May Here also a delay took place, which 
Prevented the squadron from arniving off Charlestown, 
1m South Carohna, which st was destined to attack, ll 
the 4th of June, but, previons to xts approach, the city 
had been put into a state of defence, and strong works 
thrown up on Salivan’s Island there were mounted 
with thity cannons, end placed 40 as to command the 
channel leadmg into the harbour. The defence was 
@urected by colonel Monltne, one of the bravest officers 
am the American service The strength of these works 
vendered a combined naval and milttary attack neces- 
sary, and the morning of the 98th of June was the time 
fexed. 

‘The squadron conmsted of the Bristol, flag ship, the 
Experiment, 0, the Active, Sclebay, Actron, and Syren, 
38 gan fngates, the Sphynx, sloop, the Thunder, bomb, 
the Carcass, ditto, and the Frendstup, an armed vessel 
of 12 guns. The tops were commanded by general 
Chiunton, who, previous to the abups getting under weigh, 
landed on Long Island with about 8@9 men to co operate 
am the attach, under the expectation that 1¢ communi- 
cated with bullivan's Ialand by a ford pasable at low 
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water, but, to bis grest mortification, be found the 
channel upwarda of seven fect desp, and the opponte 
Ianding place oocapied by a strong force of the enemy, 
whuoh effectually kept bum im check At eleven o'clock, 
the ships were abreast of the fort, and having let go their 
anchors with springs on their cables, opened with a 
tremendous fire apon the fort, which was answered with 
‘equal vigoar by the batteries on the land It was then 
that the diffiultes of the British began to muluply 
‘The Acton, Syren, and Sphynx, got sground, the 
troops unde: Chioton being unable to act, Sur Peter, with 
his dimumished force, was obliged to bear the whole 
‘violence of the conflct, which he dud for tou hours with 
the most undaunted resolution 
Yo hue official awount of this service, Sir Poter states 
that he drove large pares several times aut of the fort, 
which were replaced by others from the main, and that 
the fort was totally silenced and evacoated for pearly an 
hour and a half, but as the troops were unable to cross 
the ford to take possession, the Americans returped 
fort about mx o clock 1 conmderable numbers, and 
wed the firing from two or three guns which had 
n dismounted But the vommodore, to afford 
ene Clinton an opportunity of performing his part 
of the setvice, continued sm front of the fort until mne 
at might, when the darkness left no farther chance of 
Ins hemg able to do 20 The ships were then withdrawn 
1o their former moorings, except the Actzon, which had 
grounded, and which st wax found necessary to destroy 
‘The Bretol had forty men killed and seventy wounded 
the Expermmenttwenty three killed and fifty mx wounded 
the Active had iieutenant Pike killed and foar wound 
and the Solebay eight men wounded On this occ: 
the commodore received many severe contusions, but 
never quitted the deck, und the followins circumstance 
‘occurred, which 11 too characteristic of naval bravery, and 
of the cool intreptdaty of the sulyect of our memoir m 
perucular, to omt When the gallsnt captan Morne 
‘was mortally wounded, and carried below in a dying 
state, Bir Peter, casting one mouraful look after bus 
gallant second, took a pencil from hse pocket 1m the beat 
of the achon, and placing bis foot upon a carronsde 
abde, wrote out on his knee, m the pierunibed form, an 
order conferring the command of the Buustot on the sensor 
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heutenant, and presented xt to him with these words— 
* You are a captam, fight your ship’ 

‘Tins determined conflict bas been eloquently and gro- 
Phioally described by Burke —‘ Whilst the continued 
thunder of the ships seemed suffiaent to shake the firm 
}, and daant the courage of the 
most veteran soldier, the retura made by the fort coutd 
not fail of calling for respect, as well as highly incom 
moding the brave seomen of Britan In the midst of 
‘that dreadfal roar of artllery, they stuck with the 
jateat constancy and firmness to their guns, fired 
berately and slowly, and took * cool and effechre 
mm ‘The slupe suffered avcordingly, they were tora 
almost to preces, and the slaughter was dreadful Never 
did British valoar shme more conspicuous, nor never 
did our marie, 10 an engagement of the exme nature 
with any foreign enemy, expenence so rude an en- 
counter The springs of the Bristol's cables beng cut 
by the shot, she lay some tims exposed in much a taan- 
ner to the enemy « fire as to be most dreadfully raked 
The brave captain Morris, after reveiving a number of 
wounds winch would have sufficiently juste « gallant 
man m retiripg from bis staton, still, with a noble 
obstinacy, dudamed to quit his duty, untl bis arm beng: 
at length shot off, he was conveyed away m a conditon 
whieh dd not afford « posmbilty of recovery It 1 suid 
that the quarter deck of the Bristol war at one bme 
d of every person but the commodore, who stood 
spectacle of mmtrepdity and firmness which has 
seldom been equalled, never excelled The others on 
that deck were either killed or carried down to bi 
their wounds dressed Nor did captain Scott, of the 
Expormment, miss hun share of the danger o1 glory, who, 
Denides the los of an arm, recerved so wany other 
wounds that bis life was at first despaired of The 
Bristol had one hundred and eleven, and the Expenment 
uevent; mme men Killed and wounded, and the ships 
wera so mach damaged that the enemy was sanguine 
they would never succeed in getting over the bar The 
Actwon grounded im the mad, and was set fire to by our 
own people Night coming on, and the tide fast ebbing 
out, Sir Peter Parker withdrew bus shattered vessels 
from the scene of action, m which, by some unfortunate 
aceadent, he had received no mupport from the army, as 
had been arranged * 
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‘After ths gallant and sangmnary engagement, Bir 
Peter suleé with lus squadron to New York, according 
to hus instructions, and put himself under the orders of 
lord Howe, bis commander in chief, by whom he was 
employed 10 create a diversion in favour of our troops as 
they advanced to attack the hnes on Long Ieland For 
this perpose, the Ama, Renown, and Preston, were de- 
tached fro jeet, and placed under hus ordere, and 
0 well was the expedition condacted, that it was com- 
pletely successful At the close of the seme year, he was 
sent with a small squadron to accomplish the reduction 
of Rhode Island, winch was ably performed, and, at the 
be succeeded am blockading the chief naval 
‘enemy in the harbour of New Providence. 
value of these upportant services also, 
they were accomphuhed without the smallest lows After 
us, he was sppornted to the command at New York, tu 
which he remamed wil 1777, when he was promoted to 
the rank of rear-admiral of the bide, and appointed to the 
command on the Jamaica stition Here he 20 ably du- 
charged bus duty, by the skalful dustnbation of his cruisers, 
that many Prench, Spamsh, and Amencan prrses fell 
anto iis hands It was aleo while he commanded on this 
atanon, that Sir Peter Parker ordered and planned the 
aaccesful attack on the fortress of St Fernando de 
‘Omoa, on the coast of South Amenca, in which hus som, 
captain Christopher Parker (afterwards vice-admral of 
@ squadron in the Lowestof frigat 
and greatly dastngaisbed himself The Spaniards had 
fortfed this place with immense Iabour and expense, 
the walla being twenty-exgbt feet high and erghtoen 
feet in thickness, and defended with forty peces of 
amilery As o regular mege would have been de- 























an gallant The attack was made by land and 


ea at the same instant, the ramperts were scaled, and 
the pancstruck Spaniards surrendered at ducreton. 
A valuable amount of treasure aud quickslver fell into 
‘the posession of the conquerora In tins desperate 
attack, an Engloh sailor, who was determined to * work 








cutlass m each hand, and, 
quest of adventarcs, he stumbled upon a Spanuh officer, 
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who was just woking from a refreshing nap Jack was 
shaut to cat him down, but on seeing that his enemy 
had no weapon, he paused, and offered hum one of Ina 
eutlaases, with @ polite nvitation to take a turn with 
team 1 single combat. The Spaniard, who bad expected 
Bothing leas than to be hewn im preces without ceremony 
by ench a grm-looking, doubly-armed adversary, was 
overcome by the mulor’s taagnamimity, and surrendered 
‘without resistance 

In February, 1779, S:r Peter was advanced to the rank 
of vice admiral of the blue, and on the 1éth of Sep- 
tember of ‘year, he was made vice-admiral of 
the white He continued to command on the Jamaica 
stauon till 1782, and exerted himself with such ability 
and akitl, that the mercantile interests of the aland 
Prospered in a degree Intherto unprecedented He re- 
fumed to Rngland laden with the gratitude and good 
‘wishes of the mbabrtants of Jamaica, and after hu 
amval, bs le vervices were rewarded with the 
dignity of a baronet of Great Briain It was whilst 
commander im chief at Jamaica that he discerned the 
menita of both Nelson aud Collingwood, and advanced 
them as rapidly m3 opportumtes occarred from the rauk 
of heutenant to that of post captezn Thus patronage of 
the commanders im chief on foreign stations, whoch was 
10 these instances so beneficially exeressed for the farure 
glory of the service and for the aafety of the country, 
‘was subsequently withdrawn (except in caves of death 
and vecancits srunng from sentences of courts martial), 
to be adminustored as admiralty patronage Tins alteration 
‘was often, at an after persed, regretted by Nelson and 
Collingwood, as 1t prevented them from having the right 
to promote officers who hed greatly duunguished them- 
aelven 

In 1767, Sir Peter was apponted admiral of the blue, 
and i 1794, on the commencement of war with France, 
fe houted ins fing in the Royal William, 84, as com- 
manderm chief at Patemouth In the following year, 
he was made sduural of the white, and connoued in 
hs command tll 1790, when, ov the death of lord Howe, 
he was appointed admiral of the ficet and general of 
masrines Whilst holding this command, is own flag 
and that of ins eon, then rear adyorral Chrastopher Perker, 
were Suing at the same time at Bpithead, which, at 15 
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Bebeved, 1s the only anstance of the kand oa record * In 
thus high situation he continued to devote his cares to 
the best mterests of our navy, and was 10 great esteam 
with the mos dutingushed of our celebrated naval 
commanders Of theee, it as etough to mention, as an 
anstance, the most sIlustrioua of them all—the hero of the 
Nile and Trafalser Sur Peter hed recommended ins 
grandson (afterwards captam Sir Peter Parker) to lord 
Nelson for early promotion, when the latter thus ex- 
Pressed fumuelf in reply ‘It as the only opportunity 
ever afforded me of showing that my feelmge of grati- 
tude to you are ss warm and alive as when you firat 
took me by the band I owe all my honoare to you, and 
Tam proud to acknowledge it to all the world.’+ OF this 
grandson, the venerable admuel was justly proud, and 
the feeling was evinced im the following charactenstic 
manner The youth, when only mxteen, and serving 
upman, had been wounded m several places, 
while ins coat bad seem such rough service that st waa 
torn with shot This coat Sir Peter hung up m the 
Kall of bus seat at Bassingbourne Hull, Essox, an 9 
fophy of his grandson's bravery, and used to point it oat 
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to ins naval frends with expreanons of honest trunrph 
This brave and enterpraing officer was killed im August, 
1814, whilst leading @ party belonging to hus ship, the 
Monelaus, mm p most gallant sttack op an American comp 
at Beliair, 

About 1760, Str Peter marred Margaret, daughter of 
‘Walter Nugent, Bag , of the family of the earls of West 
meath, by whom he had isaue two sous und two daugh 
ters Hus eldest oon, vice adraire) Christoph 
of whom meation has been made im this memor 
a daughter of adrmral the Honoarable John Byron, and 
the other died im childhood The daughters mormed 
John and George Bthe, FRS, Eaqre , the former the 
Brother, and the latter the consm, of the present lord 
Seaford, and the well-known editor of Specimens of the 
Barly English Poets and Romances,’ &c 

Ju the year 1787, bit Peter Parker was elected for 
the borough of Maldon, and retamed hus seat to the close 
of that parliament It was here, as a senator, that be 
showed hus love of the naval service and his honour- 
able fe upon the motion of lord Rawdon respect 
ing the unjust protection of admirals [t had been the 
oustom to superannuate the captains of tong standing, 
however meritorious, who were thought to hare grown 
too old for the service, sud these superseded vererans 
went under the equivocal title of yeliow admurals, while 
the younger favourites of the first lord of the admiralty 
were raised over their heads Sir Peter, indignant at 
thw unjost system, reprobated st in parliament in an 
eloquent speech He desenbed the dangers and fatigues 
of & seaman’s life, and then declared, that if nether 
honours nor emoluments were gven to officers who bed 
antly distinginshed themselves, he feared the thanks 
9f the house would be considered only a an empty com 
phment Su Peter continued to hold the highest digmty 
of hus profession from 1799 till December, 1611, when be 
died at the advanced age of mnety, and was encceeded 
as admiral of the fleet by our late lamented paval eove- 
reagan, William IV, then dake of Clarence His ttle 
borne by hus grandson, captam Sir Charles Christupher 
Parker, RN, a8 files baronet, and bus portrait sppro= 
Priately hangs near those of his illustrious proteges, 
wwood, in the painted ball at Green- 
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BARON DUNCAN, OF LUNDIE, AND VISCOUN? DUNCAY, 
OF CAMPxEDOWN. 
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Tare able and dustingmshed admral, who, dunng the 
conree of a long and acave hfe, eo nobly supported th 
onour of the Brtsh fisg, and masntained his country’a 
fapremacy on the sens, was the descendant of a family of 
respectability which had for many years been settled 
at Lande, Perthshire He wes born July 1, 1731, at 
Dundee, of which town bus father was provost m 1749, 
and there he received the rudiments of bia education In 
hus infancy he 1 smd to bave displayed that mildness 
and auavity of manners which marked is demeanour m 
all the mtuations of hfe The debut of this great man as 
a naval officer was made in 1746, or the following year, 
‘wher be was placed under the command of captain Robert 
Haldane, who commanded the Shor frigate, and 
‘with whom he continued two or threo yeara After the 
cemation of hosthties, ho entered in 2740 as a ondship. 
man on board the Centarion, of 50 guns, which was then 
fitting out to receive the broad pendant of commodore 
Keppel, who was appointed to the command 10 chief mn 
the Mediterranean, for the customary period of threo 
years Duncan cophnued ander the command of that 
able officer during the whole time, and by kus diligent 

tention to hus dutes, so attracted the regard of his com 
mender, that @ strict and cordial friendship took place 
Detween them, which contimued without any abatement 
as tong as admural Keppel lived 

On the 10th of January, 1755, he was promoted to the 
rank of lieutenant, when it was determmed to send ont 
general Braddock with a strong mihtary force to North 
Amonca, where the French had comuutted a vanety of 
eucroschmenta Commodore Keppel, who was chosen to 
command the shups of war intended to convoy the trans- 
‘ports, was not forgetful of the merit of his protegé, and 
accordingly seized that opportamty of recommending bum 
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#0 strongly to the board of admiralty, that he was the 
first selected for promotion He was immedintely ap- 
pomted to the Norwich, a fourth-rate, commanded by 
captain Barrington, and totended as one of the sqnadroa 
‘which was to accompany Keppel to America. After the 
arnval of the armament m Virginia, two of the In 
nants on board the commodore’s ship beg 
the rank of captams, Doncan was removed 
non, that he might be in 8 eurer channel of promotion. 
‘Duncan contaned in the Centurion till that sbip returned 
to England, and when commodore Keppel removed rato 
the Torbay, he accompanied bum as second hentenant 
After remarmung near thier years on the home station 
‘unmntereeungly employed, owing to the extrome caution 
of the enemy, he proceeded on the expedition agaist the 
French settlement of Goree, on the coast of Africa He 
‘wasslightly wounded at the attack of the fort, and soon af 
terwarde rose to be first heutenant of the Torbay, 1a which 
capacity he returned to Rngtand 

On the Bist of September, 1799, he was raised to the 
rank of commande: , aod on the 25th of February, 1761, 

:nced to be post captar, and appointed to the Valt 

4, when he again became connected, in respect to 
service, with commodore Keppel An expedition having 
beeu determined on againat Bellewle, Keppel was selected 
to conduct the naval part of the enterprise, and hovsted. 
fis broad pendant on that occamon on board the Valuact 
The reduction of the citade) of Palais, and the genera? 
fancooss which attended the w hote of this spinted under- 
taking, served as an euconiagement toa more formidable 
armament, which was soon afterwards sent againat the 
Havannab 

Thither abo Duncan went as the commodore s captain 
Keppet commanded the division of the fleet which wa» 
ordered to cover the landing of the troope, and a» the 
post of honour belongs on such occasions, as of right, to 
‘the captain of the admral or commodore, captain Duncan 
‘was aocordingly invested with the command of the boats 

fe was afterwards employed in weportant commands, 
and greatly dutoguubed bumself during themege When 
the town surrendered, be was dispatched with a proper 
force to take possemnon of the Spamsh staps which had 
submitted to the victors © 

For an ace ant af thie serve, oe she ite af Repost 
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After the sorrender of the Havannab, be continued 
nth Keppel, who was apported to command on the Ja~ 
maica staton, il the conclusion of the war Ha then 
returned to England and remamed unemployed tll the 
recommencement of hosbhties with France mn 1778, when 
be was sppomted to the Soffelk, 74, and shordy after- 
‘wards removed into the Monarch, of the sume rate About 
this time he sat a « member of the different courts mar 
tual held on bus fmend admural Keppel and Sa Hugh 
Pallucr , but, being fee from the influence of pohticul 
prejudices, he avowed offending exther party 

Dunng the summer of 1778, the Monarch was em 
Ployed im the main or Channel deet, then commanded by 
adwrral Sir Charles Hardy In thas service mo encounter 
or other important occurrence took place, on account of 
the great superiority of the combined fleets of France 
‘and Span, which placed the Britsh sdmural under the 
nosessity of arouding an action, and continuing merely 
oa the defennve At the end of the year, the Monarch 
was Pat under the orders of Bir George Rodney, who 
euled with « powerful armament to the relief of Gib 





raltar 

Sn the encounter with don Juan de Langare, off Cape 
Bt Vincent, on the 10th of Janusry 1780, captan Dun- 
Grestly dustinguished bimeclf The Monarch had 
‘not the advantage of being sheathed with copper, but, 
notwithstanding this moanvemience, with the additional 
cxrcumetance of bewng foul, and when in her dest tim 
by no means 2 swift sader, captain Duncan had tho 
honour and good fortune to get into menon before any 
other abip in the fleet It us reported, that when he 
‘was proanng after the enemy with all the mal he vould 
carry, and pasnpg ahead of the copper bottomed ships, 
he was warned of the danger be would inenr, by dashing 
0 hestily axmidet three of the enemy's shipe which were 
Just abead, witboat aupport to which ba rephed, with 
‘the vtmost colvens, ‘I wish to be among them’ The 
snength of the wind, the egtation of the sea, and the 
swiftness with which the Monarch passed throngh st, put 
sn end to any farther conversation, and Duncan specdily 
bad his wishes gratified, by finding brmself within on 
gaging dustance of tus antagonuts One Spanush ship of 
the same force, but of mach larger demenmons than the 
‘Monarch, was slongude of bin, wiule two others, of the 
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same rate, lay within musket shot, to leeward of bim. 
An acton commenced smmediately,and after it bad been 
eupparted for some time, with great spint on both mdes, 
38 Was observed that the fire from the leeward ships, 
‘whach while it connoued dud very material tmjary to the 
‘Monarch’s fore ngging, bad totelly ceased A pause for 





defence in her power Duncan now darected hus whole 
five agaiust the ship which continued meer tum, and after 
a sbort but anmmated reastance on the part of the Spa 
anards, the St Augustin, of 78 guas, struck to the Mo 
march 
The uggmig of bas ship had by this time received 10 
much damage, that 1 was :mpoanble for him to hoist out 
‘& boat for the purpose of taking possession of his prize, 
at then blowing hard on a lee-shore. He wes therefore. 
tompelled to remgn that honour to a fresh ship which 
‘wasthen coming up astern The fate of the St Augustin 
waa ningular, and must have boen extremely mortifyrmg 
to her gallant conqueror After she was taken, she wax 
found to be somuch dusabled, that ut was necessary to tak 
ia tow , but on collecting the prises, preparatory to th 
jance of the fleet into Gibraltar bay, st was found that 
the only trophy of the victory which captain Danoan 
could clarm, though be afterwards engaged several of the 
enemy's ships, was through necesnty abandoned, after 
taking out the few Britub officers and seamen who had 
deen put on board In consequence of this, the orginal 
craw repossessed themselves of their slip, and carried 
‘her into Cade 
Captain Duncan returned with the squadion under 
edmural Digby to England, soon after bus arnival be 
quitted the Monarch, and did not receive any other com 
muon until early im 178%, when be wae appointed to 
the Blenhetm, of 00 guns, recently came cut of dock, after 
faving mpdergone # thorough repar. In thus ship he 
continued during the remainder of the was, being coa- 
mantly attached to the mam or Channel fieet, at that 
‘tome commanded by lord Howe. Ha pracesded with his 
fordabrp xm the month of September to Gibralter, and was 
ery dusbuguuhedly engaged wi the encounter which 
Took plece an October, off the mouth of the strata, wath 
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the combined fleets of Franos and Spam, being stationed 
to load the Iarboard division of the centre,or commender 
mchief'a squadron 

On the terermatwn of hostihties in 1783, be removed 
anta the Edgar, 74, one of the gaardehips statioved at 
Portsmouth, and continued sm command daring the usual 
period of three years This was the last commianon 
‘which he held a5 a private captam, and though it was 
an spporotment which afforded hun few opportanines of 
‘being serviceable to the public, he devoted himself to the 
instruction of a number of young gentlemen as mxlahrp 
men, who afterwards dishngwsbed thomeelves either 1n 
the a an the Kast India Company's service 

On the léth of September 1787, he was promoted to be 
veur admural of the blus, and on the 220d of September 
1799, to the same rank 10 the white squadron Ha was 
raved to be vice admiral of the blue on the Ist of February 
1793, on the 12th of April 1794, to be vice admiral of the 
white on the Jat of June 1705, to be admural of the blue , 
and, lastly, to he admural of the white on the 14th of 
February, 1799 Daring all these periods, except the 
two last, remarkable as it may sppear, the high ment 
which cdmaral Duncan possessed cootuved eaknewa, 
‘or, to give the treatment he received & more 2) 
term, unregarded He frequently solicited « inary 
Dat hue request was not comphed with, and im conse 
qnence it 18 said that he bed xt in contemplation to retire 
altogether from the service, snd to sotept » civil appount 
ment connected with the nary 

At length, however, bis merit burst through the cloud 
which had obscured 1t from pubho view In Apni 1795, 
hha was appointed commander m chuef m the North Seas, 
the Limits of ins power extending from the North Fore- 
Iund to the Ultima Thule of the ancients, or as far be- 
yond us the operations of the enemy 
encounter rbould vender necessary 
howted kus flag on board the Venerable, of 74 guns, snd 
suled on a cruise in the North Seas, with two ships of 
the ine, thres fiftuer and = frigate, to carry into execu 
thon the very msportant trast which was confided to brm 
A Rossen squadron of four ships of 74, aught of 68, and 
seven ingates of 44 guse, jouned and obsyed bus orders, 
bas those were 00 defective and moomplete n every 
respect, 21 to render them naavalable for any service 10 
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acton The demands of these ships were reported by 
lum to ge mnumerable, and their wante imeatable, 
and supplied, the sea stores were too often made 
an woproper use of, by the unskilfuluess or corruption of 
those intrusted with therr expenditure The Sufficisnte 
and the Victoreux, two beautiful French brigs of war, 
and 135 wen, were captured in Jan 
they were bound on a crime agmast our 
Greenland faery, and were both taken into the service 
In August, 1795, a squadron under the command of cap 
tain Alma was detached from admiral Daucan’s fleet, to 
‘cruse on the coust of Norway, where they fell in with 
two Dutch frigates and @ cutter, and captured the Alh 
ance frigate of 26 guns and 240 men, after a close ac 
tion, which contuued for an hour—the other two ships 
escaped 

‘Nothiog farther of umportance oucutred within the 
heute of adcoural Dncen s command, unnl the summer 
of 1767, when the mutiny, which nahapoily at that 
period raged m the Chanuel fleet, and with disgraceful 
‘Yuolence at the Nore, made 18 appearance in the North 
Sea squadron On this distressing occanon, admral 
Duncan bebaved with remarkable firmness and reslo- 
ton , he vinted every ship mm his fleet, and hus presence 
for & short time allayed the rising duscontents The 
dimatistaction of the seamen, however, was only checked, 
not cured The flect was then lying 10 Yarmouth roads 
On the evening before the admiral pat to vee, he made 
the eignal for the Trent frizate to get under weigh, but 
the craw peremptonly refused to obey thar officers, be 
cause the new regulations with respect to the weight 
and measare of provimona in the nary, bad not been 
cared inte execution This unfortunately reasvaable 
cause of complaint was sought to be excused on the 
Ground that the alteratons had taken placa so lately 
‘that it was 1mposnbls they could be eo soon genorally 
adopted , but this reasoning kad no effect om the crow 
of the Trent, and they coniaued mutmons, and refased 
to sul 

Admural Dancaa, on thss alarming ocoamon, ordered all 
bands to be mustered on the quarter deck of the Veos 
rable, he acquainted them with the dascbedsence of the 
‘Treut’e company, and snformed them of hua ntention to 
go alongnde the frigate the eusung morning, 2nd compel 
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her rebellious crew to return to ther duty‘ Who us 
there,” said be, ‘ that om this occasion will desert me ft’ 
‘The question was 1mmodsatcly answered in theynogative, 
hus people unamimonsly declaring their abhorrence of 
‘sack conduct, and sssonng him of support m the pu 
pushment of tt The next marning the frigate proceeded 
an the service on which she was ordered 

‘On Sunday, the 37th of May, the dieaffecton agan 
broke out The fleet was then lying in Yarmouth roads, 
and connsted of fifteen sal of the bne, when about four 
am the afternooa the crew of the Venerable, 74, the flag 
slup, mounted the rigging and gave three cheers, the 
yes Ware ustantly called to arms, aad wx of the 
ringleaders were seized, and brought before the admural 
He then addremed them m the following terms 
1am not, 10 the smallest degree, apprehen 
. violent measures you may have in vantem 
Platiun and though, [ amsure you, I would much rather 
acquire your love than uncur your fear, [ wall, with 
my own hand, put to death the firme person who shall 
Presume to display the slightest symptom of rebelli 
ous conduct Taruims round ummediately to one of tha 
wanuneers, ‘Do you, mr; said he, ¢ want to take the 
command of ths skip out of my hands? ‘Yes, mr, 
rephed tha fellow, with the utmost assurance The 
adiniral nomedistely raised his erm, with on rmtent to 
lunge hus aword mto the munneer s breast, but he was 
Pravented by the chaplaim and secretary, who sersed his 
arm, from executing this summary act of justoe, an act 
rendered at least jnstiflable, if not mecomery, by the 
particular situation im whuh not only himself, but the 
Greatest part of thos whom he commanded, were at 
that ame placed 

‘The blow beumg prevented, the admurol did not attoropt 
to make a second, but called to the ship's company, with 
some agitahon, ‘Let those who will stand by me end 
my officers, pass over immediately to tho starboard nde 
of the ship, that we may seo who are our frends, and 
who sre our oppoueuts’ In an instant the whole crew, 
except the mx promoters of the duturbance, ran over 
‘with one accord The culprits were ramedintely sersed, 
pat m irs, and confined m the gun room, from whence 
thay were afterwards hberated, one by one, after having 
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ewe mgut of real penitence, and promued never to 

peat the + mod Ht canst be owned chat the crew 
of the Venerable by their subsequent conduct perfeerly 
redentsed thar character 

On the following day, May ‘th, the cet exiled for 
‘the Toxsi, bat was decalmed outeide of the sauds off Yar 
‘mouth, where the ships anchored, except the Standard and 
Belloquex, of 64 guns each, which returned mto Yar 
‘mouth t0 ‘redress these gnavances’ Next moruing the 
mpnal was agai made to weigh, which was reluctantly 
comphed with, and soch ships as did weigh returned 
(nto Yarmouth roads, except the Adamant, which pro- 
ceeded with the admral in the Vanguard to tho Texel 

‘At this eriucal period, stratagem supphed the place of 
numbers, for the adanral makiug @ vanity of signals, 
as sf tm ships 1a the offing, deonved admiral de Winter 
roto the belief, as he afterwards vanfessed, that he was 
blockaded up by a squadron superior 1m force to bis own 
Ibe feet of the enemy bad long been im a state of 
‘equipment for ectual service tt consusted of fifteen ships 
of the line, mx frigates, aod Gro aloops of war the wind 
was favourable for their puting to sea, aud wotbing bat 
thu mngemoua srufce already related uo all probebality 
proventad st At length the admiral, im the hope of 
matenelly annoying them if they attempted to cows 
out, the Channel berag vo narrow as not to adit more 
than one ship passing at a time, anchored along with 
the Adamant, at the outer buoy of tbe Toxol, with 
inngs on ther cables 

‘Tha crews were at therr quarters for three days and 
three aight, almost an momentary expectation that the 
euemy would come out Their admral even made the 
Preparabre mgnal for ening, but the wind having 
changed to the westward prevented it Duriog the eght 
following days, the Brush admiral and hus consort wated 
aniiovaly in expectation of « reinforcement, when to 
thar great joy they were joed by the Rumel and Sane 
Pared Other ships coco im afterwards, the inequality 
of numbers was so far decreased, as to remove oil anxi- 
ety for the evant of the expected contest. The Veusrable 
Aept ot sea for exghteon weeks and three days, without 
 atermuetion, mm which tme many of the ships which bad 
Jouned after the ssutins, b 11 been compelled to revarn te 
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port ta refit, either op account of @ want of provinons,or 
the damage they had rece:red im the gales of wind at thas 


‘At length the admural, in spite of all the care sud eco 
nomy he could contrive, wee obliged to return to Yar- 
month to revictual aud procure a supply of stores, the 
Venerable being im want of nearly every necessary re 
ship employed on 0 acne a earrice De 
bad now accurate information of the more 
inents af the Buituh squadron, weaned with lovg con- 
finement in port, and wrged by the French government, 
which bad uow the enture command of the Dateh manne, 
Venture topat to sca Though a man of the highest cou- 
age, ho was too sensible of the euperionty of the British to 
expect mecceas, unless bis force shoul conmderably out- 
qumbee them. By putting to sea be hoped to satuly the 
French Directory and to qwet the mmda of bas country 
men, without risking adefeat Hecalcnlated thet the 
wand which carrud his enemy from the British 
would rendcr bus retura to port so enay, that he could 




















pon 
ig duapatched orders to Yarmonth to bave the 
different articl¢s he stood 1n need of in readmese, 20 that 
‘Ro time might be lost, the feet bad no sooner got to au 
chor, than the vewels employed to victual them weis 
alongade, and i eint days the whole squadron was 
ready for see. He obtained snformanon on the 10th that 
‘the Dutch fleet hed sailed on the Sth, aud on the morning 
of the 11th be arnved upon hus old crwsing ground, 
saw the Russel to leeward with the aignel fying for an 
yet, He mmmedsately bore up, and at 
mght of the object of bis anx:ous wishex, 
Sar Bee Sout Be bed ontched aul eevee, es yected t e08 
outmde of the Ne 















et noon cut 
nd thew own 
coast, No meana of retreat were allowed, a general 20- 
foon ensued, and by the grester part of the Dutch fleet. 
was bravely maintained. A wish was early shown to 
withdraw (row their resolute opponents, and they kepr 
constantly edpiug away for their own shores, until thes 
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Progress was arrested 1a muue fatbome water, of the 
‘heaghts or sand lnila of Camperown, about thres leagues 
from the land The details of thu great and decanve con 
test will be best explaned by the annexed extract from 
‘the log book of the Venerable. 


«October Lith, 1707 
«At seven AM saw thres large ships to leeward, stand 
ang to the squadron, on neering them, found they had 
each a red fag dying at the main top-gailant-mast head, 
emg the signal for au enemy These ships proved tobe 
captain Trollope’s aquedron, connetmg of the Ramel, 
Adamant, aad Beaulvea fngate, who had kept nght of 
the Dutch fleet, and watched therr motions His mayesty’s 
ahry Curce, ikewise one of that squadron, jomed us after 
warda At halt past exght o'clock A M saw the Dutch 
fleet to lueward , made the #;nal, bore up with the fleet, 
and stood towards them At fifty minutes past nine, 
wudy the snl for the fleet to make more sal On ap 
ermy’s feet, saw them forming their lov 













brigs, having four fiage fying, n= one 
blue at the main, one white ot the mizen, one bine at the 
matan, and one blue at the fore-top-galiant-mast head, 
Their frigates and brege drawn up ta leeward of ther ine 
of battle ohipe, and plied opposite to the intervals, which 
rendered thera a great annoyance to our ships, expecially 
when pasnng through their line, and during the greatest 
yartof the acon At eleven A M made the mynal for 
the van to shorten aail, to let the sternmost chips come 
up, and connect our une as well es ume would permit 
‘The enrany ot this tine in a hine of battle on the larbourd 
th thetr main top-sail yards equare, bat keeping 
thom shivering, and sometimes full, by whith their line 
was gradually advancing towards thrown shore, which, 
at thes period, was not seven mules distant The land 15 
might was situated between the villages of Egmont and 
Camperiows By the anequality of sailing of eeversl of 
our ships, the squadron wer unevowsbly going down to 
wards the enemy in no regolar order of battle Brought 
to far # short ime on the starboard tack, in order to fore 
thems, Sut the enemy being ebil advancing towards their 
‘own ahere, it was determmed by the admurat to get be 
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tween them apd their own land, at all events, to prevent 
thax escape The mgual for bearing up was therefore 
made bafore our ships could posubly get into any regular 
order of battle Had our Tine beon lost sm making a re- 
(Guler dustnbuton of our ships, the Datch Gest toust have 
(Gor eo near ther coast, that it would have been zmpos 
mble 60 follow thama with any view of advantage At 
Sfty three muputes past eleven, made the mgnal to pam 
through the enemy's line, and engage them to leeward 
‘boon after the mgnal wae made for clove action, snd ro 
feated by the Monarch and Powertul it was Eept fy 








when wt was shot away About thirty munates put 
twelve, the action commenced by vice aduural Onslow, 
tm the Masarch, who broke through the enemy’ 
‘under the Datch vice admiral » stern, and engeged 
leeward The Venerable intended to engage the 
Dutch commander w-chisf, was prevented by the Staton 
General, of 70 guns, bearing # blae flag at the mizen, 
booting close up hum , we therefore pat our helm to port, 
rou under his wera, engaged him close, and soon forced 
hia to run out of the live ‘The Venerable then fell along 
nde of the Datch admurai de Wroter, m the Vryheid, 
who waa for some time well supported, and kept up x 
‘very beary fire upon us BS eee 
pretty general, except dy two or thre. of the van 
Sf the cnomy bine, which got off without the sxalloet 
arent mary Aboot half an hour after the commence 
meat of the action ou the part of the Ve 
began only five mmautes later than our own vs 
Hervutes, a Dutch ship of 04 guns, cao; 
she wore, and drove very near our sbip to leeward, 
while wo sere engaged, and very roughly handled, by 
four shape of the enemy A little before three 0 clock, 
while pasnng to leeward of the Datch admiral and com= 
‘onder 1m chief on the opponte tack, oar starboard broad 
mde was fired, which took place prinewpally among the 
niggntg, a6 all ber masts ome immediately by the boere,, 
soa after ha struck hus coloars, al! farther oppamtoa be 
ang van and frustiess Admiral Duscan dispatched the 
Rose cutter with a note to the secretary of the admuralty, 
contaaning an account of hus having guused a vactory ov: 
the Dutch fleet, Dung the greatest part of the mctoa, 
the weather was vanabli with shuwore of rain, til half 
te 
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‘post two o'clock, when ut fell abuest cals On its clear 
we nine ef the enemy's ue and 
tebe fepuiee bad amnck. At fur Sleek P.M. ad 
‘seiral do Winter was brought om bosrd the Venerable by 
Charles Bachardson, fret heutewant of the Care, m the 
‘boat of that frigate, whose sgnal had been made for that 
‘The Venerable wore with the fleet tarnmg our 
off chore, whch was vot then distant above four or 
Jos Began repairing the ngming, which, with the 
wula, masts, and yards, bad suffered much in the schon. 
‘The people lskewise coustantly at the pumps, having re- 
caved a namber of shot below our water line. Meds the 
(rigatea and unduabled ships mguals to take possesion of 
the prince During the battle,the Venerable was gullantly 
supported by the Ardent and Triumph, edmeral Duncan's 
seconds, and afterwards by hus mapesty’s ship Poworfel, 
‘who, barmg taken ber opponent, ran wp, and rendered 
‘effectual asmstance to as, while surrounded by enema’ 
‘Ibe loss sustarmed by the Brinah ficet mm thus achon 
amounted to 191 billed, and 360 wounds The only of 
tor of rank killed wes coptan Rurgess of the Ardent, 
‘ho led bus ship ute actoa 1m the moat gallant manser, 
aad fell nobly supposting tus brave admired, one of whose 
scvands he was [he carnage on bosrd the Dutch ships 
faust have been drendfal, if we are to judge from the de 
Atraction on hoard those whub were captured, the two 
bearing admurals flsgs heaving not less than 250 each 
Kulted and wounded The brave de Winter 2 sud ta 
have tamented with bitterness that, 1n the midat of the 
carnage which Itterally floated the deck of the Veyheud 
an blood, be alone should bave been spared 
« Duncan arrived at the Nore on the 10th 
‘the 17th be was created a baron of 


nd samoeat Dace of Caroperdown Ho also recerved 
the thanks of both houses of pariame: the caty af 
Louden voted bim the freedom, with a sword of the 
‘value of two hundred guineas On the 20th of October, 
hus majesty George 111 embarked at Greenwich, on 
board of ope af the royal yachts, 1m onder to runt Ye 
count Danoas om board of bie own ship 1m Sheerness 
Aarbeur, and thank him yw person, ax he had dove to 
earl Howe on & former occumon, but a constant succes 
won of bed weather prevented the royal squadron from 
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making any progress, when the king retamed to Leu- 
doo. On the Oth of December the king and all the 





to the maton, particularly for the great nictories ol 
tamned over our enemies The colours taken on these 
cccamone were borne by the senior officers in England, 
who happened to be present in the ectons Visaunt 
Duncan carned an person the Dutch fog which be had 
eo nobly won on the 14th of October Thus terminated 
one of the mest sveutful years that England had ever 
seen 

‘The Venerable had recevved so much damage in the 
chou, that st was with duffculty she was brou,ht into 
Port, and beiog found un6t for farther service antl 
the had undergone a thorough reper, sha was dis 
muntled for that purpose Lord Duacan, who continued 
(0 coumand the North dea squadron, shifted bie fag 
dato the w abip of 74 guna, then just Inumched 
‘Ho retained hus command an the North Yea voui the 
f the year 100, when there being no probability 
my venturing out agai, bie lordship retied 
to the enjyyiuent of a private life 

Lord Duncan marned, in 1277, one of the daughters of 
Rabert Dandas, Req lord prendint of the court of ecx- 
thon in Scotland, and niece to viscomnt Melville, by 
‘whom he bad sever) chudrev He continued to lead a 
rebred life in Scotdand, enoymmg dowestc felieaty on the 
Dosom of bia family, wot! the summer of the year 1904, 
when be case to London with the noble view of devoting 
the remainder of hus life to the service of hus country, 
chen aguin engaged with those chemits who he bad 
Rumbled But hus health was sensibly smpaired, and 
stroke of apoplexy, which seised htm while bo was at- 
tandang at the admurelty, obliged hum to hasten down to 
hua family and friends i Scotland On hus Journey 
homeward, in the month of Acgust, he bad = second 
atteck of the St which had before seized hem, aud died 
at Keleo, m Roxburghshire, after © very ebort ilincas 
‘He met the stroke of death as became a bere and a 
Chrwnan, ke bed enjoyed = large share of the glories 
and comforts of this world, but had hkewise felt st 
affichons, 10 the loes of some of ne childrem, aud was 
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for the great change which all mast undergo, 
It would, perhaps, be difficult to find, 1m modera history, 
another man in whom, with so much meckness, mo- 
demy, upd unaffected dignity of mind, were anited 20 
wack genuine spint, so mach of the still and fre of 
‘professionel genmms, such rigorous and sche wisdom, 
such alzerity snd sbibty for grest achievements, with 
such entire inddfarence for therr success except so far as 
they might contribute to the good of bis country Lord 
Duncan wes tall, above the middle ase, and of an 
athlewe and finely proporuoned form Hus countenance 
was remarkably exprisve of the benevolent and ine 
sentous excetlences of his mund 
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BARON OF CATMIRINETOS, AND A BARONET, 
724-1816 


‘Tuts faenity bas obtained great naval distinction, and, 
ta additon to othur honours and considerable wealth, 
weqmured five patents of peerage durmg the late war 

‘Semaued Hood was the eldest son of the Rev Samuel 
Hood, vicar of Butley Somersotabire, aod afterwards of 
Thormearnbe, Devonshire, by Mary daughter of Richard 
Hookine, Beq of Beaminster, Dorset He was born De- 
comber 1, 1734, and was intended from hus eurhest 
Years, as well as his younger brotber, Alexander (after 
‘wards viscount Bridport), for the sen service 

Samyel eotered the naval serrice oa a midebipman on 
hoard the Romney, of 64 gans, in 1740, at the age af 
tean, and in 1746, was appointed heutenant on board 
the Winebeless, of 9¢ sung In 1754, he became a com 
waander, and was appouted to the Jamaica sloop of war 
Tu July, 1780, be served as captaim to comusodcre 
Holmes, bat be bad no opportumty of dishugeiss 
tng himself unt 1799 He scaled from Portsmouth um 
te Antalope, of $0 guns a chan ship with a crew fresh 
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from port, and on the 13th of February be descred the 

vaasel of equal force, bound from Martumico to 
Brest. 01 ordered alt hus canvas to be spread, 
‘and afer a sharp acton of four hours the exemy was 
obliged to surrender lord Anson presented the victor 
to George 11 , and the command of the Africa, of 04 guns, 
was conferred on him, as a reward for bus exploit He 
‘was afterwards employed m the bombardment of Havre 
de Grace, under Rodney, and he served durng threo 
‘yours sm the Mediterranean, with adimual Sir Charles 
Saunders 

Captain B Hood manied, m 1759, Susanna, daughter 
of Edward Linzee of Portsmouth, Raq , and remained 
uacmployed until 1763, when he was sppouted to the 
command of the Boston 

In 1778, be was nominated commusioner of the dock- 
‘yer at Portamouth, an honourable and lucranve situa- 
‘bon, and also made a baronet, but be soon after rengned 
Ina civil employment In 1760, he waa advanced to the 
rank of rear-admral, and sailed for the West lodies im 
the Barfleur, of 98 guns Hu first explott during the 
‘Amencan war took place in Basse Terre road, 8t Lhns- 
topher «, early in 1782 The count de (rauso had arrived 
there with a formidable ect of twenty mine am! of tho 
ine, ¢o attack that land on which Hood, with a squa 
dron of only twenty two sail of the Line, sailed to defend 
as With these be formed a line of battle, and man 
vred 00 skilfully as to draw the French from their 
chorage, om which he seamed the poaton they had left, 
‘and maintained xt 10 defiance of all their exertions The 
count next day attacked the English squadron, but bis 
Tevepton wes so warm, that he was glad to sheer off 
In has official letter to the admiralty, after detailing the 
parncalars of the engagement, Sir Seanuel Hood con 
clades am follows —' Many of the French ships must 
have suffered very considersbly, aud the Ville de Pars 
was wpon the heel all the wext day covering her shet 
Doles. By information from the shore, the French ships 
hava vent to St. Enstenua upwards of 1000 wounded 
men’ 

‘This gallant aod skilful manceuvre was soon after fol 
Jowed by tho amportant victory of the 18th of August, 
under Sir George Brydges Rodney, 12 which Hood com 
munded the van division of the fleet Hie services op 
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this glorious eccason wore s0 effective, that 10 Rodaey’s 
dispatch they were mentioned im the following hanowr- 
abla meaner: ‘The woble behavioar of my second in 
omnmand, 8: Samus) Hoad, bert., whe im both actions 
‘aoet conspicuoesly exerted himself, demands my warne- 
est ancomiums,’ &e. 

Immediately after this important victory, Hood was 
dispatched to the Mona pasege, to intercept such of the 
enemy's squadron ox might attempt to escape an that 
direction. He accordingly captured two line of battle 
ships, aud two fngaten, after which, be proceeded with 
alt the ships of war, cepable of keeping the pea, to crus 
‘eff Bt. Dommago. For bis eminent services on this occa 
snon, be was created baron Hood of Catherington, im the 
Aingdam of freland During the interval which followed, 
ius lordabrp was occupied 1m the not less stormy conten- 
tione of polities, tn the house of commons, where be sat 
repeatedly as member for Westuonster. 

Such was the bigh opimion entertasned by 
of Lae abilises, that, in 1700 and LTO, wh 
templated a war with dpaw and Rosse, he was no 
ted to the command of two separate squadrons, Gtted 
ot for the purpose of aunoying each in succession. 
After twice striking his rear advorral's fig, be was pom 
nated port adwiral at Portsmouth, which mtuation, by 
smpeans of a very unusual degree of favour, he beld 
conjunction with hus seat at the admiralty board, to which 
hae bad been appointed on 1768 

At length the war with Prance, which commenced sm, 
1x02, afforded this able commander a more ample scene 
ef action. He was accordingly nominated to the coun 

1d of the fact which was sant to the Mi 
such was the opinion entertuned of li 
talents, that 

‘By this 
and France had declared herself u repabhe. With an 
energy seldom exhibited even in the ancient repebbot, 
this new commonwealth smote all her ememes, and can 
wed terror amd desolation on her victorions banners: 
whale, wonderful to relate, her own provinces ware & 
rey to domemc factions and civ} ware Taking ad 
Vantage of this canfanon, as well as of the acsreity of 
corm thea prevaleat in France, lord Hood anchored off 
the Hues fales, and Kept up a coe communication 
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‘doth with Maresilies and Toulon. In comoncten with 
‘tha royaluts of the south, 1t was proposed to dismember 
France, and thus deprive Paris of all the rch products 
of the country to the south of ths Loire A plan oo ex. 
tenmve and omplicated waa not eanly effected Lord 
Beod, bawever, found means, by the aid of a large portion 
of the wnhabetants, to seise upom Toulon, which was the 
greatest bdelonging to the French mm the Med: 
terranes, it was 1mmedrately al 
‘Unghah, Neapolitan, and Spanish troops, 
Tetamed for several months 

‘At length, however, a formidable army amembl 
arvund Toulon, and that city was closely invested by 
land O'Hara, the governor, was takes prisoner, and 
soon after this event general Dugommier, at the bead of 
ap mmense columa, stormed aod took posseanon of the 
heighte® Touton bemg thus rendered untenable, lord 
Hood prepared for the smmediate et acuation of the place, 
the destructon of the French manee, and the carrying 
‘off such of the ving openly aided che 
Roylsh, were 2 resentment of their 
own countrymen do many were oblized to craugrate, that 
-of-war wert literally crowded with fugitives , 
and on beard the Robust alone, a third-rate, uo fewer 
than 300 were embarked fo tha mean 























enemy, fearing a cooflagration, threatened to storm the 
city, but, 1 spite of this threat, lord Hood committed the 
destruction of the arsenal and dock-yard to Sir Sidney 
Smith, then actng merely as # volunteer, when tea 
ani} of the hine, then on the stocks, were burnt, 





‘Tuo chef obstacle to these operations arose, mot on the 
part of the remaining inhabstauts, but of the galley- 
slaves, who offered a formidable resstance, while the 
vallore, who were laghly discontented at the conduct of 
some of ther saperies officers, refased to obey orders 
Boon after thus, lord Hood was matracted to blockade 
the port of Genos, and, af posable, to oblige the duke of 
Tuscany to uunaue the French ambassador Ho next 
proceeded te Porto Ferrajo, and made am ussuccessfal 
Sttempt to obtamm possession of the wsland of Carwca 
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Nothing daunted with his failure, he renewed the enter 
Prise, und with the marmes of ins Sect alone, wded 
18 rigorous bleckade, be contrived to become master 
‘tha island, to the great earpree of every one. Immc~ 
Gasaly after this gallant exploit, which concleded 
naval career, hus lordsiop retarned howe, where fresh 
heecowrs awaited hie In April, 1796, be was pomupated 
Of Greenwich hoepital, and in May, be was 

created « Brush pear by the ttle of vuscount Hoot of 
‘Whitey, Warwickshire In 1790, be wes olso promoted 
to be admiral of the white aod Smally, he became an 
‘admural of the red, and a grand crow of the order of the 
Bath 

Maving retired to Bath for the benefit of hus health, 
dns lordakap died there, om the 27th of January, 1 
the ninety-second year of bis age Lord Hood was bred 
1m the ofd whol, like Anson and Hawke, and to great 
bravery added grest seamanship, he also poscmed, 
Promptitude of decisiwwm, coupled with extreardunery 
coolnems and jodgment These qualities yustly mbstied 
ies to the confidence of the public, whi he umformly 
posomed, while all under bis authonty yselded m ready 
sbedvence to a commander who always appeared fore- 
wout wp denger ulin the service of bis country re- 
quired it. 
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ALEXANDER HOOD, K.B, 
VIsSCOUN: AND BAXOW BEIDPORT 
1818 


Tuts admueal was the son of the Rev Mr Hood, vicar 
of Thorncombe 10 Devonsture, and younger brother to 
edmural lord vucount Hood Ha was born in 1737, and 
Ike bus brother be was intended for the naval service 
He wes svt to sea at ap early age, and was promoted 
to a leutepancy sn 1748 In June, 173¢, he was ad- 
vanced tw the rank of post-captain, and was appornted 
to the Prince George, in which, however, his stuy was 
short, as im the esther part of the followng year he 
Femaved into the Antelope, of S0gane Thus hus sromotion 
sorma to have been at raped as the rules of the service 
would permit but it we creditable to himeelf that lis 
ment was deserving of the patronage through which he 
‘was promoted 
In May, 1757, Hood distinguished himself 10 the Ante- 
lope by two actions in Hieres bay, where in the first 
amatance be attacked the Aqulon, a Freoch ship of 44 
gos, and captured her after a rooming fight of two 
hours On the following da), be captured « Prench pri 
Vateer of mxteen carriage and swivel guns In these 
actions, he bad ouly three of bus crow killed, und 
wounded, while the enemy hed thirty 


















32 guns, forming part of the squadron of commodore 
Duff, but be seems to have found no opportanity to dis 
tangeush biraclf, 12 this new command, tll January 1761 
It wae thon that he captared the Ecnrew, a privateer 
of 14 guns, and (22 men, which had been fitted ont at 
Bayoans Thu was caly a prelade to a more important 
service towards the latter end of the month, a which he 
vetook the Warwick, an Bnglush ship pierced for 00 guns, 
the capture of which had afforded great triumph to the 
enemy Hood boldly gave chase to the vessel, notwith 
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standing ber superior force, « running Sight enened, but 
hho cloved with the Warwick and obliged her to aurrender, 
after a vevere contest of Chree-quarters of an hear. The 
mations which he occupeed after thus penod, amd the 
Interval of peace that cocurred, afforded captain Hood 
a opportunity of distingwubing bimeelf When war 
‘was renewed sith France, in 1178, be was appointed to 
the Bobaste, 74 guny, and was present off Usimnt om the 
th of July, dat soon after the return of tho fleet into 
ort, he qustied bis command In 1798, he was spouted 
Sear-admural of the white, and two years after be beaded 
‘the larboard dituson of the centre squadron, under lord 
Hewe, wp the rekef of Gibraite: Peace soon followed 
‘this akirmish with the Seets of France and Spain, at the 
sgming of which adwiral Hood «es second in command 
at Portsmouth 
Jn 1790, admtral, now Sir Alexander Hood, an conse~ 
‘quence of the temporary slarm occenoned by rapture 
‘court of Spain, was appoutted fourth m command 
et equipped for the Channel service, and bowsted 
ag on board the London, of #@ guns but the power 
fol leat winch bad been raued om ths ovcanon was 
soon after diumantied, being found unnecessary On the 
int of February, 1763, be was advanced to the rank of 
eu adwanral of the red, and immediately after be was 
appointed t a command of the Channel fleet under eal 
Hows. In the giorious victory of the Jet of Jume, 1794, 
‘he bure  duuogushed part, and the Royal George, on 
board of which bis fag “as bowted, was i the hottest 
of the Gre, this ehap Jost her fore and wasm-top masts, 
and her fore mast, and had twenty men kolied, and 
seventy (wo wounded In consequence of bis valour on 
this cocanoa, Sir Alexander, besides receiving the gold 
chan and medal conferred by George Il! oa the other 
flag-othcere, wee created baron Bridport of Cricket, bt 
Treees | The corny, wore co efvorualiy humbled by 
victory, that jedport bad no 9 for 
tune tome of farther signahnag bumeell, bat sn the 
curnmer of tha following year, ba wae usefully employed. 
im ceujang off the const of France, with « atreng agua 
don, to blockade the Preach port, and watch the monens 
of the enemy 
‘On Jane 24, 1706, lord Bredport discovered & foot of 
the enemy, copmsung of twelve ahupe of the line, eleven 
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{rigates, and some smaBer crnuers. A general chase was 
ordared by kus lordahrp, although there was tle wind, 
sard om the next day the enemy was evertaken close 1m 
‘with port L'Orvent. Lord Hrsdport, whe bad on this coca 
auou divided tas Sect unto two divsu0ns on opposite tacks, 
decermuned to rk an engagement with only the half of 
tus absps, rather than allow the French to escape, The 
Queee Charlotte was the first of our ships that overtook 
‘Ue enemy: she immediately opened a heavy fire upon 
them, and arrested ther program until the headmost Yee 
Gls of the Brith squadron snocesstrely arrived, and en 
‘tered the combat, which was maintarped for neatly three 





ware captured, and the anme tate would probably hi 
avanded therr whole aquatroo, but that st worked 12 clots 
‘with port L’Onent, where it was protected by strong bat- 
terres This smportapt victory was gained with compa- 
ranvely litle Joss, only thirty-one beamg Killed, and one 
kandred and thurteeo woendad__ Previews o thw events 
radpart sen appointed edzmiri 16 white. 
On the 15th of March, 1798, be succeeded earl Howe in, 
‘the command of the Channel fleet, and on the 21st of May 
following he was created « peor of Great Britain, oti re- 
‘arming the style and title of bus [rsh berony 
Armoug the effort of the French to invade Britan, one 
of the most ridiculous was that of the Convention in 1796, 
‘whan they proposed to land an army of 29,008 wen upon, 
‘our shores, under the command of general Hoche At the 
‘end of the year, when the greatest part of oor Channel 
eet was refitnng im port, eight French sail of the 
and pine smaller shyps safled from Brest for Irelan 
ernved at Bantry Bay, but before the troops could be 
‘Innded a strong gals drove thea cut to sea, after which 
they encountered euch storms that the armament was 
scattered, and a member of the vessels were wrecked upon 
‘the Insh coast. 1a Pebruary of the succeeding yaar, 
three frigates of this unfortunate Sect recarmed, and 
landed 1900 men at Pisgard in Wales, but on being at- 
tacked by the ruliin this force surrendered without re- 
mstanoe, and ft was then found that, insieed of beimg 
eoldvere, chose poor catffa were vothing more than con- 
vate and galley-slaves, who were thus discreditably 
quartered upoa Britam, that the then uuprinarpled go- 
‘Teugment of France might be delivered of ter presence. 
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‘Thus doughty expedston, however, was commenced by 


permit. But lord Bridport, who had been delayed 
at Epitheed, by the repairs that were necessary for the 
the mutiny of the sulors, had now arrived 


their forves, they bad berned homeward without wang 
to ascertain their fate, and bed almost reached Brest, 
when they ware attacked by the frigates of the Channel 
fleet, and captured after a short engagement, in nght of 
the Prench fleet and batteries which wes a very just 
retnbunon for the malignant service in which they bad 
‘deen employed 

‘Aa we have on another occasion made allusion to the 
sautiny of the Channel fest, we shall rention in this place 
s few particulars of that alarming event, i which the 
courage and pradence of lord Brodport wore more severely 
ined by hus own salors than by the enemy The griev 
ances of the naval sertice, which hed been first oom~ 
748 etal! continued to rantle in the vainds 
nd a woutBy was oi ganized 6m 1797, that 
‘wae not co be wo eanly suppressed as the former By the 
1Seh of Agnit, all was matured for open insurrection snd 
on led Bridport making a signal to the Char 
lywng at Bpithead to wagh anchor, be only receised three 
cheers from avery ship by way of anewer, after which the 
dalors unanimously declared that they would not weigh 
‘an aucbor unless the enemy s fleet should put to ea, 1n 
whoch case they would go and Sight it, and then return 
to port to remonstrate Expostulaten was now employed 
‘with the smalcontents in vain , the whole Gest waa orga 
mised upon the principles of matisy, and the euthonty of 
‘the Boers was completely suspended Lord Bridport, 
when he saw the red flag of defiance on board te Royal 
George, immediately conaed hut ows to be strock, declar- 
‘tog that if showld maver be hosted agmin The fret thus 
continued under the command of the matineers, apd with 
every gun shetied for resistance oll the Tied, whgp in 
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consequence of s letter being cent on shore to lord Brid- 
port, in which the sailors duclamed any purpose of n- 
yarmg bu lordebrp, he retarned to hu shop, and re hosted. 
‘us flag. He then assured the crew of bie mapesty's par- 
dom for past offences, af they would return to their duty, 
and that the aduuralty were willing to grant every re- 
quest that could be reasonably complied with. He stated 
that they had recommended to hus majesty to make an 
addition of five shutings and mxpence per month to the 
wages of petty-oflicers and seamen belonging to the navy, 
making the wages of able seamen one shillmg per di 
clear of all deductions , that there should be an advance 
of four shillings and scxpence to the wages of lendemen , 
and that m of the allowance made to the marines when 
om shore should be stopped on thetr bang employed on 
board any of hus mayestys shops Also, that all seamen, 
‘marines, and others, serving in his mayesty's ships, shold 
have the full allowance of provinon, w:thont any deduc- 
‘tana for leakage or waste , and that all men wounded 1n 
ection should receive the full pay unt! their wounds 
should be bealed, or until, being declared incurable, they 
should receive a pension frow the chest at Chatham, or 
‘be admitted into the royal hospital at Greenwich With 
these conceanons the seamen declared themselves per- 
fectly aatishied, and for the sn- 
tended augmentation of their pay and provinons [t was 
thought after this thet the mutiny hed been abandoned , 
but on the 7th of May, when lord Bridport once more gave 
the mgnal for sauling, the ships refused to obey, the sailors 
declaring that they were given to understand tbat go- 
vernment did not mean to Keep (sith with them, and 
when the officers endeavoured to romoustrate, the crews 
rose aguust them, threatened them with violence, apd 
oud it was theur firm resolution not to hft en anchor 
unt] the rmprovements actually commenced, and were 
guaranteed by uctof parhement Uproar and sutay then 
prevailed through the whele of the Channel fleet until 
‘the I4th, when carl Hows arnved at Portsmouth with fall 
power to settle the duspate. Ho produced an act of par- 
Thament that had been passed on the 9th, complying with 
‘the wisber of the seamen, and an radewmity for ali pest 
proceedings to those whe should return to ther duty; 
‘upon which every d:ference was comfortably and bar- 
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moticualy adjested, end lord Bridport repaired with bus 
Sect in quest of the ememny * 

Oa the 18th of Murch, 1796, bis tordsbup succeeded anrl 
Howe as vice adi i of Great Brita, and om the Stet 
ot Mey, 1707, he was wade » Brosh peer hy the same 
‘title as it was before held in Ireland In this year he 
‘was also appointed tothe command m the Channel, which 
eld with honour to himecif eredst to the 
was cull farther sdvancedsa the peer 
‘age for tas distingmahed services, and was created a vis- 
nant, when he sll retained the title by which he had 
‘become vo well known He died on the Sad of May, 1814, 
in the eighty seventh year of bis age. 
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‘Tuts distinguished commander was the son of Swynfen 
Jarvis, Eaq of Meaford, in the consty of Stafford, 

rister-st-law, for some time counsel te the board 
Ney, and euditor of Greenwich horpital, and was 
born at Meaford, January 8, 1754 He recewod the ru 

















In 1749, young Jerns served us a mmadshapman on 
beard the Gloucester, of $8 guns, on the Jamaica station 
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JERVIS os 
On the isch of Februar, 1785, he was promsted to the 
rank of lieutenant, and net loog afterwards, on the 
‘Prospect of a war with France, be was selected by bu 
Charles Sacadera to serve on board bus fing-sbip, th 
‘Neptune 

In the memorable expedition agarnet Quebec, in 1759, 
Jerre accompamed Sir Charles oa ba drat heutenant, 
and was by him mads « commander sm the Perowpne 
loop ‘The operations 1 the Bt Lawrence haning ter 
nunated successfully, he returned to Engiand, aud pro 
caedad to the Mediterranean under the orders of bis 
former patron, by whom he was appoiuted acting captain 
8f the Experiment, of 29 gane, duriug the indieponnon 
of Sir Streckan In thas ship captain Jervis was 
attacked by a larce xebec, under Mooruh colours, 
‘Mounting 36 gune of very heavy calibre, beades a con 
aderabln number of swivels, and manced by a Franch 
Grew nearly three times as numerous as that of the 
Experment The confhet, though fanous, was short, 
and the assailants considered theroselves fortunate m 
being able to escape 

Captain Jervis soon after returned to England, sud ow 
the 13th of October, 1768, he was posted, and appointed 
to the Gosport, of 4 gaue Nothing of smportence oc 
curred until the 11th of May, 1762, when the Superb, 74, 
‘the Gosport, and Danas frigate, with a fleet of merchant 
oem hound to the colowes, ander the orders of commo 
dore Rowley, felt in with « French squadron of superior 
force, under M de Ternay, having on board 1500 troops, 
destined for the attack of Newfouadiand The commo- 
dors, for the better protecton of bie charge, dropped into 
the rear, formed his line of battle, and brought-to, but 
the enemy, not choosmg to risk an schon, hacled bus 
wind and made off 

‘The Gosport proceaded to Halfax, and from thence, 
mm company with Lord Colvilles squadron, to block up 
‘M de Torna: had tates pomeenon of the harbear 
of Mt Jokws, acd thrown © boom scrom ite entrance. 
On the Iitb ef September, colonel Amberet jomed the 
comnsodere with a bedy ef troops from Lousboarg A 
‘Tanding was uemediataly effected 1m Torbay, abost three 
leagues from St John's, the enemy made an attempt to 
‘Oppose at, but were repolsed witheome foes. On the 16th, 

© nee ua seconot of this expedition tn dhe Life of aimalral Saumsers 
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8 strong westerly wrad, attended by a duck fog, drove 
Jord Colville from tus station before the hatboar, of 
which M de Ternay availed himeel/, sipped hw cables, 
and stood to sea On the 18th, @ de Havseonville, who 
commanded the troops, lading that he was deserted by 
Tus naval colleague, and that st was smposible to hold 
‘out, offered to capitulate, which being accepted, he and 
hus followers became prisouers of war 
Captain Jervis returned to England with a convoy frow 
Virgraia, and continued to command the Gosport, princs 
pally oa the home station, duriag the remainder of the 
war Ho raraamned unemployed til the year 1780, when 
ho was appointed to the Alarm,of #2 guns, and sunt with 
congretalations to the court of Naples on the marrage 
of the king 
Ie may de amusing t notice an occurrence which 
afforded an eazty opportunity of showing the genius and 
shar character of captain Jervia The Alarm was the 
hip 12 the Bewuah wavy that was coppered, by 
of oxpermment, xn the year (761 tn 1772, bi 
fered wowe damage on the rocks. ebe 
tm the harbour of Marseilles. The Freoch officers, w: 
the utmost kindness, offered ceptary J 
ance to raive bie vessel, which, how 
thanks, he declined, and, calling bis crew together, be 
said, "My lade, we are 10 8 foreign port The intendant 
voluntanly offered me any namber of men I may 
want, for the purpose of weighing the Alarm, 
offer I have declined It uw necessary Acre to shew what 
we are able to do We must seigh ber cursatves,; 
‘which was accordingly done 
Captna Jerns remained in the Mediterranean till 
B74, whan he was appointed to the Foudroyant, of 86 
bad been taken from the French, and was 
justly considered ous of the finest ships 
‘and the duwcipline and order which 
v0 tach extolled, that when persoas of dsstunchon 
honoured the westera squadron with thetr pressnce, the 
Pondroyanc was always the shep they @ret visited 
Jervis contiened unioteremnngly employed on the 
varlegs services allotted to the Channel fact, bl Joxa, 
i778, when be captured the Pallas, French frigate, of 
33 guna and 20 men Soon after thus, the contest be- 
tween the English and French deets, under Keppel and 
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Orvihers, ¥ @ fought m anon whuh 
Hae circumstances that attendd it w 
more party amour than perhaps any otlir csent in 
our nasal history Prom the eidince given wpm tie 
tral that followed, at oppe ity that the Po téroy ant a: 
admmpal Keppel had selected as noe of his acuonds, was 
as closely engaged, and much o cabled, ax any ehip 
mm the flect She Lad fit min billed, and ughties 
wou Tel and was im auch a enppled 
“1 togive chiee but kept her st iti 

tory aetar ty wmlward wjowble ‘IS was covetou 
wind, and lsr brave commander, ‘becuse, disablad 
T then wa, Pc neuved thir only tht advantage of the 
wind coulle ary me a un anty atime 

We now rive at one of the mint bedltamt actions 
hich ceunel dunng the Mociean war te Apt, 
A782 abmirat Karringtan eal tofu da Wey of Biscay 
with twelve wul of the Dine oa tom th 20th, wher 
wth ort distance ¢f Cab int Tscove red am cnemy 
fleet Ageneral chan cnew d, when captn Jere am 
the Fuudrosant «+ far outerippd the re tof the sais 
dean, thit when mt came on he Unt «ght of them 
¢ourcy but soll pur aed the enemy with unremitting 
wagonr th French fleet casted of cinta at 
Hiden with provie ine ind ammunition, ind cents ming 
‘8 Copade rable numb + of troope for the Fut Indien 
They had suid nm Diese only the day before, and 
were exc ore} by the Prutectemr aud Pezave, at 74 
each, L Achonante, a tso-deoker armed cn plate, md 
a frigate The Pouir vant pamed so fast apm the 

fan, that st was evident they cauld not ewape with 
OUt an engagement the convoy wis ther fore diep reed 
By stanad and thy two 74a Jraeing conmilted come ther, st 
was dtturmind that ag the Protcterr bad a large 
quantity of money nn bowd she should make the beat 
HO ber wis std ty Peuaee should abrie the cmm= 
quence A little before onc, AM the Foulroyant «ime 
Op, and was closely cad with the Pega The 
meuon was extreracls f ree whilee it lasted, but witinn 
Jew than an hour from ity commencement ¢iptun 
Jervis Lad the French vhup ain ard o7 the Inrboar? 
quarter, and compel'yd her to stute — Nothimg could 
have .fforded a mers remarkable ustauce of the de 
cided superonsts at « anshop aunt die upl nc and of the 
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advantages which these qualihcatwne produce, than the 
Srcumtances of this galisat action, On board the 
Pégass, mighty men were balled and wounded, and the 
damage she sueaimed was rocredible, comvidering the 
abect trme she was engaged , while the Fondroyant re- 
‘onved but litte myury, not a mao was killed, and her 
commander was the most a riouly wounded indovidual 
om board, being struck ou tht temple by a aphnter, 
which for a trme endangired bis cye-mnbt At thi 
fume the 14 was so rougl,, that it was with reat duffi- 
duly captain Jervis, with the loss of two bonts, could put 
‘am officer and ex.bty men on board the prise. Soon 
After this the Foudrosant lost aght of the Pegase. b 
the Queen fortunately coming mp, took powsesnon of her 
In consequence of this action, captam Jervis, on the 26th 
of May, was honoured with the anngnia of 1 knight of 
the Bath. 

In October, 782, Sic John Jervis accompanred earl 
Howe, who was svat with a powerful Meet to relieve the 
veaportant fortrem of Gibralter Iu the ekirmish that 
touk place ontude tho Gut, after the olyect of the ex- 
edison bad been sccormphehed, the Foudroyuut Wad 
four men killed and eight wounded 

Immediately on the return of tho fleet to England, Bie 
doo Jervie wax chosen to command a mpall equadton 
demtined on a secret expadiion He accordtngly quitted 
‘the Foudroynnt, and howted « broad pendent on boart 
the balubary, of 58 puna, but it way soou after hauled 
dows 1n 
eo om Jun 
About tus pened, dar Jobu Jervis was choseo repre~ 
sentativo for the Loruu.h of Ligaceston, in Cornwall, 
and at tho general election sn 1744, he was returned for 
‘Yarmouth, and soon dastnjuisbed tnueaself by opponng 
aa expensive plau for forhiffins the dock-yards, not 
voly wt a member of parhament, ember of 
the board of ofhcers, consened to suvestigata the pro- 
ymety of the measure He also exported every pin- 
Pasal calculated to advance the good of the service, or 
the veifara of hie brother officers 

Sur Job Jere was advanced te the rank of rear- 
admatral, September 34, 1787 , and on the 31st of Neptem 
her, 1290, to that of rvar-admpiral of the white At the 
Giueral election am May, 1790, he was returued for 














































JBRVIS a9 
Chippng Wycombe, which be represented till the com- 
wescement of the war with the French Republic, when 
he vacated bis seat, aud accepted the command of a 
squadron, which was sent to co-operate with general 5: 
Charles Grey m the reduction of the French West Ind 
Islands Ta this toulsome service, the spit and perse- 
verance of these commanders were pro eminently con- 
wpicuous, #0 that, om the 16th of March, 1794, the whole 
asland of Martinique was taken from the French, except 
the forts Bourbon and Royal, which were then cloely 
beneged, and soon afterwards redaced Thu caccens 
was the prefuds to se speedy @ reduction of St Luua 
and Guadsloupe , bat, in consequance of the sichnies of 
tbe troops and the want of reinforcements, these con- 
qqueets could nat be retained. 

Sir John Jervis returned froca this expedinon with b 
health conmderably myured, from the effects of the 
allow fever, and arrived at Plymouth January 11,1705 
No sooner had he landed than coroplaints were sent to 
the goveroment against bimeelf and Sn (harles Gray 
for imjusnea and extortion in the performance of thei: 
duty These complaints were forcibly urged, and eagerly 
istened ta in parkament, where it wae neserted that 1 
Joyal robabitants of Marumque and Guadaloupe had 
been plundered of their private property by the admiral 
and general, the legality of whose proceedings was se- 
verely questioned But the property so characterised 
‘was colonial produce, which was strempted to be saved 
from the captore under the freudulent pretence that it 
belonged to Britub subjects It was loug before the 
wuod of Sir John Jarvis was at ease on this afar and 
we find Inut addressing letors to Ina mayecty » munrsters 
compli of persecubons winch threatened hima with 
ruin We now know that the charges onmnated in 
fraud, and rejoice to say that parkement decided thet 
the adgural and general bad devs 20 more than their 
duty 

Sur John Jersus was advanced to the rank of admiral 
of the blue, June 1, 1785 and about the same penod 
had the mufortane to lose all bie luggage by the burn 
mg of bus Inte fagahyp, the Boyne As soon aa bis 
heaith was sufficiently re-establubed, he wee appuunted 
to succeed admiral Hotham 10 the command of the 
the Mediterrancan He proceeded thitner an the Lavely. 
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frigate, and on bs arevval, hosted lus flag on bord the 
Victory, of 108 guns Thi naval command was now 
the most amportant,in point of extent and reapoumbility. 
‘The enemy bad a very large ficet at their disposal , a1 
the armies of the Prench Republic having entersd 
Spasa on the side of Rownllon, that govrnment was 
induced to declare against ux Nothing could have been 
more grateful to our scauen, they coveted Spain for 
‘ka enemy, on account of her wealth, and despued ber 
for her want of skill The exclusion of our ships from. 
her ports waa ripad by the captare of her valusble 
Gouth American and West Indian trade. but when her 
fleets came ta be united to those of France, they formed 
a force before which Sir John Jervis was compeltid to 
Tetrent This ntate of things, however, did not continut 
A lang-expected reinforcement heriog yormed at Las 
ly im February, 1797, Bir Sohn lost no tum 
Off Cadiz far the purpose of encountering 1 
iimmral dun Josef de Cordova, then on bis way 
to that port froma Carthage na, with x fleet of twenty seven, 
sul of the Ine twelve fireates, and a trig, whilst the 
Bitah squadron consisted of ouly fifteen line of battle 
shipa, three frigates, and three mmaller versels 

At the dawn of day, on the 1th of February, tl 
ero} worm duscovired off capo St Vincent, and fir 
John soon after commumented to the fleet bis sotention 
of cuthing through ther Ime The Biitisl fleet bong 
108 of sailing, nd im very close anier, waa 
soto one, to comoplite the antewded move~ 

























the enemy's fleet before st bed time to connect, and 
forma into a regular order of battle Such « moment, to 
use the words of the admiral, was not to be iust con 
Aiding in the akill, valour, and duscsphine of tis officers 





men, and couscions of the necessity of acting with 
\entaman resoiation on this critical occamon, he ordered 
Captnn Trow bndge, in the Culloden, to lead the tan, apd 
after having passed through the enemy's ficet, that brave 
officer tacked, apa bis example being followed by the 
other shipa of the van, they completely succeeded ri cut 
tang of one third of it from the main body, and by a 
‘vigorous canmonade compelled it to remain to leeward, 
and prevented its reymncucn with the centre till the 
evening After having thas broken through the enemy" 
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me, and, by the danog aud fortunate measure, dim 
mised then force from twenty seven sbipe to eighteen, 
Mt was perceived that the Spatuch admiral, 1 order to 
recover his enpenonity, was end.avouriag tn rejoin the 
ships separated from bim by wearing round the rear of 
the Britwh ines, but commodore Nelson, who was 1a 
the rearmost sbip, directly wore, and prevented his in 
tention by standing towards him* He had now to en 
conoter the Spamsh admurat of 14 guns, aided by two 
others, esch of them three deck«rs, he was happily re 
heved from th:s dunzeroas posruon by the comng up of 
the Blenherm and Callodin to hus asmetance, which de 
tained the Spamsh adnairal and bis seconds tefl he was 
attacked by (our orber Brittsh ships, when, finding that 
ue could not execute his design, he made the sumal for 
the remainder of his fect to form tosether for therr de 
fence Lhe Butish adunral, before they could get into 
their stinous, directed the rearmost of them, some of 
wbieb were emtanchd with eich other, to be attacke 
This wav doue with 40 much judment and aunt chee 
four of dem wore capturcd, one of which struck to baa 
ownabp In the mean tiuit, thit part of the Spanwh 
fleet which ba} bern aparited trom ity wain body, bad 
bvarly rejomed at with tour other stups, two of which 
had Dot yet been im the engagement. bu was 0 
@trengtls more than equal to that winch remained of tho 
Brith squadrou, 6t, after so severe a contest, for a fre 
conflict, Had ot been rinewed, the Spamarda bad all 
tirteen shipe unburt, while of the fifteen of which the 
British squadron comststed, every one had saflered in 90 
unequal an action [¢ drew up im compct onder, not 
doubting of vigorous effurwe oo the part of the enemy, to 
retake ther lost vessels but the countenance aud portion 
of the Briush was such, that the Spausarda, though 9 
powerfully reunforc.d, did not dare to venture on a 
elosa encounter Their fire was dustunt and weffectual, 
and they left the British squadron to move lessurely off 
with the four captured veasels, the Suivator del Mundo, 
and San Josef, of 112 guns cach, the Ban Nicholas, of 
64, and San Indro, of 72 The slain and wounded on 
boar of these, before they struck, amounted to WW, and. 
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on board the Brtub feet there were 200 killed and 
wounded 

Hf we setimate the merits ad value of this action onty 
‘by the numerical loss of the enemy, we shall form a 
TY medoquate moten of a umportance It antroduced 
new era im the history of naval warfare, of which 
Nelsen and hus conteraporenies availed themsetves, while 
it restored the pubbic confidence which had been anking 
Aunty gloomy despondency from the pressure of untoward 
yenta France, from thi period, no longer rehed on 
the amutance of Span Jealousy was sown between 
the two countnes The Spansards became the friends 
of Brituin, and the secret enemes of the repablie 

‘Thene reat political advantages were duly appreciated 
tur John Jervia received the thanks of both houses of 
parhament, and bis majesty conferred wpon bum the 
title of earl of bt Vincent, the scene of bis glory, and 
baron Jervis of Meaford, the place of hus birth He also 
roeeived the golé chain and midal, and a pension of 
£5800 a year The vote of thanks in the two bouses 
of parliament was accompanied with the most grateful 
acknowledgments and the highest testimonies of appro- 
bauen from the most dutiogusbed members ou both 
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The matioy which had began in the spring of L797, at 
bpitheed, and biased with so much fury dunog the 
month of J in the North Sea, reached the fleet off 





Cadis m July It bed made great but eclemt progrens, 

# the explosion was not general, being chiefly confined 
to che maloontents of three abipe this were quickly 
repressed, and the ringleaders brought to « court-mar 
taal three of them were condemned tw suffer death, 
and sentence was ordered to be carned into effect on 
board the be George as the shop most remartable for 
‘turbulence im her crew 

‘This prompt and well-timed severity, thoogh produc- 
fave of the most anlutary effects, did not entirely ered: 
‘cate the contagioa ©The Defence, 74, and the Emerall 
frigate, sere particularly distinguished for imsubordi- 
watian, the boatywain of the latter recommended the 
Grew to take the ship into Cadis, for which he was tried, 
condemned, and executed, on board that vemel The 
tmunueers of the Defence were also brought to m court 
marual, and recived sntene of desth The energy 
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yed by the earl of St Vnicent op these o casione 
gave him the most perfect command of bis ships at 4 
time when the duowpline of other divnons was ex- 
tremely doubtful To lees masterly bands the flett befora 
Cadis might have been ioduced to relieve tteelt from the 
ngour of a long blockade, by ranming unto an enemy e 
port, ar returmag to England to ‘ redrem ity grievances’ 
Me saw that while the ships ley inactively at auchor 
before the port, the sailors would brood over the late acts 
of severits, and af compelled to perform their duty, 

do #t without heart or cheerfulness He therefore 
caumed the boats from all the ships of the fleet, well 
manned and armed, to be divided into three parts, each 
taking xs tarn, under the command of a lieutenant of 
the flag «kip, to row guard during the night, under tl 
Yery walls of the garneon, while » bomb vewel, fl 
muortar boats, inches with beary carromades, kept 
up 4 constant fire on the place, and the unhappy Spant 
aida were made to feel the effects and deplore the con 
xquencts ut a munuy in the Brite fleet 

‘The ivi wing anecdotes will perhaps more effectually 
tlustrote the character of this brave admiral, and bis 
Judiuious modes of manegement, than any laboured de~ 
‘cription whine mawtiny took place om board one of 
the ships of lve feet, earl St Yuicent ordered her cap 
tain to send one half of the crew to one sbip, and the 
otber half to another after wluch she was re manned 
by @ sort of subscription from the fleet at large, and 
certainly not of the best men—n proper rebuke 
otheer who could not keep bus ship in order without ex 
ormal ard 

Tue commander of a frgate, lyig at Gibraltar, com 
plamed to tit by letter, that the governor of that gar 
rvgn had withdrawn some soldira who wer serving 1% 
hus shup ns caarines Ibe earl replied, +1 sbould ha 
had = better opinian of you af you had not seut me a 
crying letter there sre meu exough to be got at Grbral 
‘ay, and you and your officers would have been wuch 
Detter employed m picking them up, than im lying en 
your ducks, aud roaring like so wany bull calves * 

One mught, whilet blockading Lahr, there ape ired, 
every indication of 20 approaching storm it rhordly took 
place, and rapidly increamd i such 4 bent, a8 to 
threaten the destruction of seveial if wot all, of tho 
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ships them at anchor The only m ans of wardin- of 
the danger was w vier away more cable but thas could 
wot be snetautly given sa commind +n» mht agnal 
was yet cetablished for this punjou —Suddendy, earl Sr 
Vaucent called for the bostewatu md all his mates, sta 
‘uoned thim on tue poop, cencway ind forestland 
told them to pyc Uzeth Ff loally ag when veermn,, cable 
thes was heard un loi} the sursounding skaps when the 
Captinus piphdy conurp. the aduueal wis voermz 
fable dsr iteL the sim to be done on board thar re 
apective wlupe aud the fcet rode out the gale in sufety 

In 174 cart St Vancent, whe bealth brd long bev 
ecinin way dude tat ,ebls cinployed an waperintaudims 
Ga repane of thow ships that had euffered most in 
the vr gutaty ¢ mbt of the month ct tie Sale, aad 
for who h purpose fad etd hm fla, au Le Soure 
ran orCot Nos prizes, aiid taken up hiy rendene 
tthe artis nF Gilaalt ve aaghtly cunsi ter, that 
Wrascnes wr UL ae clerste the publ mavice On hy 
F punamge of the muilitasy md eaval auth sites that thn, 
HILL Ue abuald work wt divkaht bye o«bth), le way 
sptuimed thy the gates of the dock yard were vat opened 
until an btu after that ume his Ledstip thereture, 
applied to the govcraor tor an altes ition accotamodated 
ty thaw carly luty — The men, saad the puneral O Har. 
Fwiluctb abie trot Porbape not, sua the adnnral, 
bus they cm hear me —Pho request was cranted the 
cart of St Vin unt wae over at bux post, at the 
day, with 
froma th 
tuably de oot d he oftaec | the amctaphorical appella« 
fou ot Ihe Mori ug Star 

Afer a im, strangle with diwast, cart St Vineeut 
atoven | bis bealth 1 0 grist w degre, ae to enable 
haw, im April 1800 to assume the command of the Chan 
nel feet on the rugnaton of lord Bridport Op thin 
scLauon be was empowered to onder courts martial and 
to put their sentence m execution wuhout delay or 
Ruport to the board of admur ilty or any hncher authonty 
Ths privahac belon_s of cours to the commandcr. 
thief upon every forex stauon bat has been very 
seldom, it crer included mm the cimmianon for the 
Channel fet on account of the quick anterconr, bk 
tween that station end the admiralty In the coarse of 
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the same year bit lordsinp received the honournble and 
lucrative appouitment of heuenunt-eeneral of marines 
‘The varsons squedrons detached from earl St Vincent's 
fleet, were very uccessful sn thewr operations against 
the trade of the enemy, and by thetr activity kept the 
const in a continual atvte of alarm bat 1 the French 
fleet kept within the shelter of their batienes, the noble 
admiral bad no opportumty of addmg fresh laurels to 
those he bad alreidy “quired On heuling down his 
fing, the crew of the Ville de Paria, m which stip tt bad 
deena hoisted, presented hum with a St George's jack, 
having bus lordship’s arme beautifully embroidered in 
the venttre In the upper dtromon were the words, ' God 
¢ the king," and ‘Long live earl St Vincent,’ and m 
the lower the follonmg mcertpton Thus flag us pre- 
sented to carl St Vincent, os an humble testimony of 
grantude and respect, by the crew of his mayerty’s ship 
the Vilk. de Pars 
After this period, the naval trrumphs of Nelson, and 
the tota) wreck of the enemy by ea, mede the ache 
services of ear) St Vincent as an nduural unnecessary , 
but @ mind of much energy es lus could not sink into 
inglonioue repos — Having been appomnted feet lord of 
the admiralty in 201 he eucountercd tha thuses that 
hod crept mito the Betis fleet as xealously an be bad 
fought apamst the enemy, and with equal success, it 
consequence of which mnch peculivon wis dragged to 
Aight, and miny  defaulte: expoved and punuhed He 
‘was (qually dient 10 protectmg the searoen from thor 
Jews and agents who bad long preyed upon them with 
impunity ‘Thm contuved till 1805, when be was euper- 
eeded 10 office by lid Melnite after which he w is r= 
‘appomted to the chif command of tho Channel ficet, in 
1808 Ia the house of fords «+ find the energetic old 
seaman alo eruployed m /alous disconione upon the 
wreat political events of the day, up n which he somes 
Gomes used lancuage wore dietincurslcd for strength and 
sincerity than courtier-liky blindncss Indiguant at the 
convention of Gmtra, ant the us. to whieh the British 
shins ware employed iti transporting the French troops 
to their own country, he excinumed, * (hive transports 
were at last employed t) cmvey the rascally rufians 
hom Junot commanded, to that past of France «lich 
Was wearcst the bounders 1 Spain tha’ they might as 
wi 
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epredity as pommble be agem bdroaght into actos with 
woore effect agaunst cur sokisers, and thus, added hus 
lordstrp, exalting hie voce, ‘these devils are at this 
‘moment Saraenng the rear of our retreating army)? 
‘The expedition to Walcheren was justly condemned by 
the strongest terms, and as for the victory ef 
Talavern, ha thought st ne victory at all 
The aged hero, having cothved most of bis pupils, 
ved on the 13th of March, 1823, 1m hus ninetieth year, 











az (oll of honour as of days The gratefal nation re- 
corded ite sense of hus heroum and worth, by a mone- 





temrmony of hiv duunguirhed eminence 19 the aval 
service of hoe country, and as = partcalar memorial of 
the mportant victory which he gamed over the Spanuh 
fact off Cape St. Vincent, om the 14th of February, 1707." 


TMA WONOLRABLE 
GEORGE KEITH ELPHINSTONE, 


VISCOUNT EEILH, 
AND QAROM KEITH, OF STONAHAUIN WARIMIAT 


176~1923 


‘Ture commander, who owed more to hus good fortune 
chan to the splendour of his serrives, was the {th son of 
4 » the tenth lord Elphinstone, by Clemevtina, only 
sartiving daughter and sole heiress of the Inst earl of 
Weta atarnal grandmother was lady Mary 
dest daughter of Walham ninth earl Marchal, 
niece of the celebreted feld-marshal Keith. He 
was horn an 1746, and receaved an education at Glasgow 
enitable to the profeasion which be had chasen. He went 
to sea m February, 17@, an board the Garpert, com- 
manded By captam Jervis, afterwards earl of 8t, Vincent. 
He aubeequently served in the Juxo, Lively, and Eme- 
ald frigates, uot] 1767, when bs went a voyage te China 
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‘with Ine brother, the Hon. W Ciphinatoue In Lt9, be 
proceeded to India with coumodure Sir John Lindsay, by 
‘whom he was promoted to the rank of heutenant Soon 





of cotsmander 10 the Scorpion, of 14 guns His commmus~ 
‘nou as post-captain bore date March 1th, 1775, and 
hus frst appowtment appear to have buen to the Marl- 
horough, 74, stationed at Portsmoutf, frow which 

y¢ woon after removed into the Peart, and afterw: 
mmto the Persaus frigate, 1n which he served on the coast 
of Amenca, under Jorl Howe and admiral Arbutbnot At 
this time ho was returned to parliament for the county 
of Dumbarton, mm which hus farmuly possessed considerable 
influence 

At the reduction of Charlestown, captain Pipbinstone 
commanded a detachment of seamen on shore, and his 
services were honourably mentioned in the official die 
patches of general Sur Henry Clinton He wns also pre+ 
teat xt the attack on Mud Ivland, November 13th, 1777 
On his return to Engtand, he was appomt d to the War- 
wick, 90, and 1 1740 he ®as again elected to represent 
ly native county In January, 1781, hr captared, after 
‘4 amart action, the Rotterdai Dutch ship of war, of 50 
guns and 300 men, which bad been before meffectually 
engaged by the Ins, also a 50 cun slp During the re~ 
wander of the war, captam Biphinstone was employed 
en the Amercan station, under admural Digby Winle 
re, HR oH prince Witham Henry, afterwards Wil: 
jam LV then a midshipioan iu the Prince George, beung. 
desirous of a more active life, requested permoiamon to go. 
(o sea, that he nnght obtam practical experience, and 
added to this request, hus wish to cruise iu the Warwick, 
the adimral seysnowed, onde explain Riplunaone had the 
hunaur of the prince’ 

‘On the Tith of Septamber, 1764, the Warwick, acon 
panied by the Lion, the Vevtal, and the Bava 
eruming off che Delaware, descned five anil which were 
suspected to be French, om which «uount a vigorous chase 
commenced The Warext and Bonetts, that purnusd to 
‘windward, overmok and captared the Supt 
of 2% sans, and captamm Elphinstone Te 
prisoners, that the othur vussele were the Aigle and Sa 
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stench fiigates, a Prench brig under thert convoy, 
and the Racoum, 4 Britt h slo yp of war, of which they had 
duade apne The Laon ard Vs etal now approsubed, and 








captain LAs henstune orders } them to wake with all speed 
fo the Butiware, and there anchor 20 aa vent the 
nen fe ering On the 2th the etraugers ap- 





peared, und std ante the 10612, bat the wind, which ar 
this perot niuleed ta ee « stu atd, cnabled the Warwick 
and Vertal to wcuher thiu fu this emergency, the 
French somm dore resoise { to run im among the shoals 
Called the Shes, for wich porpove be pret pon 
the Kacoru sj slot by a large bib tn take charge of bus 
atup  Hyliustone, however though withnut a pilot, de 
termincd ta follow them at very mak, and accordingly 
he dled boldly onward to the astonuhment of the 
French wha evr dreamt of such apexperiment About 
boon there Way a derd piuse both with the pursuers and 
pursued from the ryndly mercanng shallow nese of the 
water, upon wluch the Brish squadron imchored, and 
Sent out boats ta sound, cht Hone ter going dhe id to ead 
A the Dent woter Thue the chase was continued for two 
days, winde the wlny + ct beth purtes contmued sounding 
aut amehoning alternately, and crecping onward with 
Wt plentest precantiom At F math on the afternoon of 
thy Doth the Hremeh camaodure was evidently m great 
fmberon and is she time the Lircest of hiv slaps, 
WArL promis tC ptua Piphmstone mnmidiately: 
ablay pree th Spine with 150 12e0, wd placed at 
w der thy cata s eters the Vestal uc ran aytontd on, 
His stab al quits and the Botutts within = bun 
Oy Lund ity viv Laan ce Drbe nd prartee The Prenale 
fom Wothus en Toto Tim. a inde pun to bere upor 
ts Lstirerd ted at thy first me Ibu 
Ww ote ct the Bucstof her clave im the Preach 
don boud the berm de Vivmuml, comm wnder 
Hy 1 ATuL aca, the veNcaun! 
Muntimoeney, the dur d Lauzan, and several other of 
1 Cs 6 divtimceisr Inet these escaped te the shore, carry 
tee with them un the Lata larce quantity uf pabhe 
‘tre wure that had deem slapped for the payment of the 
fr epy ‘TWo stiall Cathe and tae boxes biled with money 
wor left bob, wh ch fil onto the bands of the ¢ wtors, 
Vleck aad Septe were purchased by the svern 
mnt mT atl he the vey mass 
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At dhe general election in 179°, Captan Lipioustens 
‘was choten representauve in parlument for Stirlingshire, 

in 1203, soon after the wai broke out with France 
tam Biphinatone was appowted to the Robust, 74, and 
jed under the cammand of lonl Houd to the Wediter- 
ranean Jhatnobleman was now engaged in the important 
but unsuccessful project of revivsog the cause of royalty 
ou the south of Prance. At fist every thing seemed togo 
ou favourably for the Engh«b the sections of Toulon 
rolaimed Lous XVI, the French tleet surrendered, 
ind Touloa italf was wcupied by our troops. 
But the Boglish in thei tarn were exposed to the pnd- 
den changes of warfare. A few days after their arrival, 
general Carteaux, at the head of a detachment of the 
epublit an army, eppiared on the heights near Foalon. 
Aahe was accompaned only by an advanced guard of 
7 ‘and ten pieces of cannon, captan Elphinstone, 
‘Was now governor of fort Malgue, placed himaselt 
the head of (00 British aod Spanish troops, with which 
he inarched wut, put the enemy to the rout, aud sored 
then arullery, amununtion, borses, and two standsdot 
colours On the Ist ot October, the combined forces un- 
der the command ot ld Mulgras<, captam Elphinston 
and rear udmural Ginsiiea, also obtained a complete vie 
tury at the benghts ut Piston, over a detachment of the 
Punch army, coneetiny of mcatly 2900 wen, of whom 
alwut 1000 were erther billed, wounded, ot takew prison- 
ev», duty there precipitate retreat 

But thy enemy soon ret osered from these deteats , and 
alter a serves of succewes they found means, by the ad 
of Honaparte, then a sunng ofccr of arnitery, to carry 
swme of utr posts, and to run ier Toulun 0 longer tena 
Die, which led to measures for tin mumediate evacuation 
of the tawn and arsenal, a» wll as for the destructiou of 
the sips of war Barly an the morning of tbe 18th of 
December, the embarkation wonuioued, and by day- 
break om the 9th, the troops, (> the wuruber of 8000, to- 
gether with several thousauns of the Franch royalist 
werd safe ob board, without t1< low of 4 uingle man 
Tins service was elected under eaptame Elphinston 
Hallowell, and Matthews, tu sh se mdefatirable atten: 
tiun the put cess of so mwpErtant aa operation was mainly 
atti ibuuble 

In the ser 













































of 1704 caplaa biphiusteat returned to 
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England with the convoy from the Med:terranean, and 
three French mexof war, under hia protection Qn the 
promoted to the rankof rear admiral of 
tb of Jaly, to that of rear eduirat 
of the white, when he howted bus flag os board the 
Rarfour, of 98 guns, in the Channel feet. On the 30th 
‘of May he was created « knight of the Bath, as a reward 
for tus distinguished ments In Jenuary, 1795, bostre 
ities being aboat to take place between Great Britain 
and the Batwian Republic, Sir George shifted hut flag 
to the Monarch of 74 ,an8 aud sailed from Spithead 
April 2, for the Cape of Good Hope, having under bis 
command a small squadron destined for the redaction of 
that mittlement Un the lat of June following he wen 
advanced to the rank of tice-admnral 
fn George arnved in bimon s bay early sm July, and 
was there reinforced by aeveral ebips of war and Indin- 
mica, having on board a number of troupe under the 
coramand of major-general Crng 
The Dutch troups were intreuched 10 a strong pnsttion 
at Muyrenberg, ox anles fram Cape-Toun, and well 
furnished with cannon having asteep mouutein on their 
Taght and the sex om therr left, diffcalt of approach on 
account of aballow water, with a high aurf on the shore , 
tut the atwolute necesaty of securing the post determined 
the brush commanders to procerd without hentation 
Ine rue-admural therefore prepared a un boat, arnied 
tho Taunchice wide boavy carronades landed two batta- 
Wont of seamen, about 1000 strong, in addition to 800 
soldiers and marines, and sent ship. frequently round 
he bay, tu prevent auuspucion of the attack, which it was 
agrica rhould be made whenever any favourable oppor- 
tumies smbe offer ‘This ocearred on the 7th of Aogust 
A hcht breeze aprung up from the NW, and at twelve 
clock the agual was made when ina ir-general Creug 
austantly put the forves on shore 1m motun, and at the 
moment egmmoders Blankett, with a detached 
ron, got ander wengh, whilst the armed boats pre= 
trded the march of the eroope about five Intadred yd, 
{> prevent their betug interrupted The attack was 00 
succensful, that che enemy were soon compelled to fy 
‘ith the greatest precapitation 
Five Dank East Iedianiin were found im the bay, and 
taken posesnon of Ghree of them: trom Batarns, wath 
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‘valuable cargoes on beard, and two from Amsterdam, 
which bad delivered thea lading previous to the arnval 
of the Brtsh. The next day the enemy endeavoured to 
Tegain the wasportant position they bad lost, having drawn 
‘vat thew whole force from Cape-Town, with exgt Seld- 
Pieces, but were every whare repulsed. Upon this ooca- 
mon the seamen and mannes parbeularly distinguushed 
thomeelves, and wancsuvred with a regulanty that would 
tot bave ducredited veteran troops 
Prom this penod no matenal circumstance oocurred 
‘ull the 4th of September, when it was determined to 
make an attack upon Cape Town , accordingly the troops, 
arnilery, and stores, were landed with the greatest expe 
dion, and on the morming of the {4th the army began 
tts march, each man carrying four days’ provinons, avd 
the volunteer se from the Indiamen dragging tl 
guns through » deep sand, frequently expored to a gall- 
ang fire from the enemy At Wsneberg, = post at a 
amall distance from Cape-Town, the Datch bad deter~ 
mined to make a firm stand, but they were a0 resolutely. 
pashed by the British, as to be under the necewity of 
rurreating, and nearly at the same tr 
alarmed by the appearance of commodore 
saveral vessels, which Sir George K EI 
deta hed into Table biy, to cause a di 
tide Parther reaustance on the part of the snemy being 
now frustless, M Van hluyskin, tho governor, 
& ag; af trace, asking @ cessation of arms for forty 
terme for surrendering the town 
fame was granted and on the 10th, 
valuable colony fell ito tbe posssston of Great 
Rritam The regular troops taken io the garreon 
amounted to aboot 10% men 
Jive conquest being secured, the vice-sdemiral pro- 
teeded to the and commenced operabons 
‘neray and with such effect, that on 
























the muidat of this success Bir George learned, that a 
Toatch squadron was shortly expected at the Capa of 
Good Hope, having been dispatched by the Gallo-Bata- 
‘ian government, to make s strenuous effort for sts re~ 
covery, upon which he immediately sauded thither, and 
fartumately arrived before the enemy. On the 3rd of 
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Augum, 1796, he recerred intuhgevce that a hostile 
Auet was off the coast, but owing to the violence of the 
‘weather, tt was not until the éth that be could go m 
quest of them 

On the 10th, at sunset, the vice-ndmrral armved off 
Saldanha bay, when the enemy s squadron were deseried, 
qummsting of two ships of 65 guns each, one of 54, fi 
frigates und sloops, and one store-ship dir George, 











poung his slips to certam destracton "The Datch ai 
mural, Lacas, perostving that he could neither escape 
noi runst, prescnted terms of copitnlaugn, all of which 
were accepted by Bir George K Elphinstone except 
the second, wherein the Dutch commander required t 
frigates to be appointed cartels, to comsey hiseelf, officers, 
and men, to Holland ‘hus was refused, in consequence 
of the cartel ahipe which had been scot from Toulon and 
Yanous other places bavimg been detained, and their 
crews nmprusoved, contrary to the law of uauons On 
the 16th, the whole of the Dotch ships wore taken pos- 
session of by the British 

After the vowpletion of thess important services, Sir 
George suled fur Kurope, aud arrived at Spithesd, the 
ard of Sunuary, 1797 On the 7th of March following, be 
‘was raised to the diguity of a baion of the kingdom of 
Ireland, by the ttle of baron Raith of Stouebaren 
Maruchal In the month of May, the enwe year, he 
juperintended the naval picy ar ations at Shecrness ocainst 
the moutmsers, who unbappily held the command of 
tseral ships of war at the Nore This storm beg dis- 
pulled, tus lordsbip for a short time commanded a de- 
tachmentof the Channel fleet He afterwards proceeded, 
am the Fowdroyant, of 88 guns, to the Mediterranean 
ion, as second in command, under the earl of bt 
Vincent whow he yomed at Gibraltar, im December, 
1298 On the 14th of kebruary, 1790, be was promoted to 
tha rank of yice-admusal of the red 

‘The commander in chef berg seriously indieposed, 
cave charge of the fleet off Cadiz to lord Kerth, who re 
mamed employed in the blockade af the Spamsh flect, 
conasting of twenty tuo ships of the line, naul the 4h 
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of Mis, 1/99, when bu ducovered the Brest fleet, oun- 
manng of twenty four sail of the lime and mne smaller 
fat some distance to windward, steeims im tor 
the land [he vice admiral instantly weghed, and un- 
ducouraged by the numerical aupenonty of the enemy 6 
force, offered them battle, which they declined neither 
did the Fiench admural, Brurx, attempt to join has hiiends 
at Cadiz, which port was mot more than seven or eight 
miles to veward = Durog the ensung night the storm 
was so gr at that it was with math difficalty the ebipa 
could be Lipt together At daylight on the morming of 
the Sth, ouly four sail of the enemy were to be seen, to 
which chav. was given, but without effect Lord Kerth 
remained on lie stition until the oth, when cart St Vin 
dent who had received intelligence that the Spania:da 
meditated a dexent on Minoict, depatched im to the 
rehef of that sland Im the mean tre, the French 
commandir reached Carthagena, whtre be wan soon 
after yomed by wdmuril Mavsaredo wath five ships of 142 
Guus each, one of 80, and eleven of 74, upon which the 
vico-admtral collected hus whole force and proveeded 10 
‘quant of the combined fleet to Cadiz and from thence to 
Brest, when be found that they bad cntered the port 
only five hoars before After this long purmat his lord 
shup steercd for England but bus crue did not prove 
upon the whole unfortunate, for, on the 10th of Jui, & 
part of his squadron, vonsuating ot the Centaur, Bellona, 
Santa Teresa, and Emerald, captured a 40 gan abip x 
frigate, and three small armed veanola, bound from Jatt 
to Tonion 

Towards the end of November, 1709, hus lordship sailed 
from Plymouth m the Queen Gbarlotte of 109 guus, to 
resume the command in the Medittrrauein and ainved 
at Gibraltar on the Oth of Dever the season for 
operahons was in some degree over tu that quarter, but 
muh prame was duc to lord Keith for the excellent di 
portion of the force under bis command, and the jud,,~ 
ment with which he stanioned bu cruuers, so that few 
of the enemy # vomels ventared out of port without falling 
auto the hands of some of oar ships of war 

Early ma 1800, lus lordship procecded to Malta, and 
crwued off the port of La Valetta, to mtervept any au: 
¢ urs during the blockade, and to ensure success, be 
ordered lord Neleon to cruim to windward with thre 
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flag sp and  exaall squadron at the mouth of the har 
vour This judicinus arrangement produced the captare 
of Le Généreux, of 74 guns, carrying the fing of rear 
admiral Percée, and havmg a number of troops on 
board for the rebef of the place, together with a large 


store-sbip 

‘On the 7th of March, 1800, hus lordehyp anchored at 
Leghorn, for the purpose of co operating with the Aus 
trian army egainst the French, under the command of 
Gcneral Massena, who at that trae occupied the city and 
territory of Ginga On the Ith he maued « proclema 
tion, where be informed all neatral pawers, thut the 
ports of Toulon, Marseilles, Nice, and the coast of the 
ltuvera, were 1n a state of blockade 

Being now detormmed to sexae on the island of Ca- 
brera, chem 1 posseanon of the Prench, as m proper place 
for refreshmg his men, be detached captein Todd with 
the Queen Charlotte for that purpose, but on the 17th of 
‘March, when between Leghorn and the wland of Cabrera, 
the Queen Charlotte was discovcred to be in flames, and, 
tm the vowrse of an anconceivably short period, upward 
of 000 gallant men lost therr lives, and one of the noblest 
supe m the Britwh navy wae totally destroyed Hus 
lordship was on shore at the time the conflagration hap- 
Poned, after which he proceeded with part of bis fleet 
off Genoa, to co-operate with the Austrians, who were at 
that time beneging 1t As the place could ovly be re- 
duced by famine, it was necessary to cut off all supphes 
by sea, and this serrce was v0 effectually performed, 
that m the beginmng of June the French general was 
obliged to capttalate This achtevemeut would not ha 
failed to be estimated as st deserved, had not the battle 
of Marengo, and the convention between Melas and 
Bonaparte, overwhelmed burope with dusmay It w bere 
proper to remark, that the Austnana never fired a gun 
‘aginst Genoa, during the whole of the szege, and that its 
reduction was wholly caused by fame, which the vigi- 
Janca of our aex blockade had occanoned 

On the ath of September following, the island of Malta 
auirendered to a detachment of lord Keith's fleet 
now determned to strike o blow at Span, 







































‘troope for that purpose Acco dingly, on the Lt of 
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September, lord Keith repaired with the fleet to Gibral 
tay, and the transports, with Sir James Tultency » 
durinan of troops, having josned the forces commanded 
by Sur Ralph Abercrombie, amounting im all to about 
18,000 men, the aguedron passed the straits, and entered 
the bay of Cadiz, which city at that time was vimted 
with a deadly malady No sooner bad the detachment, 
conmeting of three 6@, and four 74 gun shige, come 
ta anchor, than the governor, don Thomes de Marla, 
addreseed a most energeuc letter to the edmural, in 
‘which he expremed a hope that he would not seek to 
‘add to the unhappy staatien of the iohabitants 

That unfortunate erty was saved from an assault, not 
‘by the generoaty of the enemy, but from the equally 
weather, which prevented the Engheh admiral from 
adding to ite calamity the horrors of war 

Soon after this, the attention of England was directed 
to Rgypt, where the French army was reduced to sich 
a critical situation, that Kleber entered into a treaty 
‘with Bir Stduey Smith, and actually convented to abandon 
that country Lard Keith, however, on berg informed 
of this convention, injudiciously refused to nocede to it, 
unless the French troops would surrender as pruoners 
of war This declaration ronsed the enthasiesm of the 
French troops, the Turks were once more attacked, 
and beaten , so that when matructons arrived to accede 
to the convention of El Anech, the enemy, rn turn, re 
fused to agree to it, and thus fresh streams of blood were 
made to fow , and an English army was sent under the 
gallant Sir Ralph Abercrombw to compel the French to 
do by force what they would withogly have done moothe 
Defore Lord Keith was mtrusted with the eet which 
wan assembled for that puipore, and the expedition 20 
cordingly repaired to Marmorice, to watt for the co-npe- 
ration of the Turks, and having susled from that port on 
the 23rd of February, i803, 1 unchored im the bay of 
Aboukir oa the 22nd of March, near tbe very spot on 
which the memorable battle of the Nile had been fought 

‘The army, to the amount of 16,150 men, with a battalion 
of 1000 seamen under Sir Sidney Sunth, at two o'clock 
am tho morning of the 8th of March began to enter the 
boat, and st mne they advanced towards the shore, 
Presernng the form of a hae as muck aa pranble, with 
hoth flanks protected by cutters, gun boats, and armed 
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Jaunches, while opposed to them was « large body of 
‘troops, famihar with the country, and flusbed with recent 
aupcessta, Cannon and mortar batteries were placed on 
the heights, and the castle of Aboukir alono threatened 
destruction to the amsaiants, while the +and-bills, atll 
nearer to the nater’s edge, were lined with musketry, 
and partes of sofantry were Lept in readiness with 
bodies of horse to charge the invaders But although 
the boats were expos.d to un amphitheatre of fire, and an 
amcessant discharge of shot, shells, and grape, they rowed 
Luushly ashore, aud, a landing being effected, the ady 
sng bill was scaled, and seven pieces of arullery suived. 

It as remarkable. that, during the whole of this perilous 
operation, not a angle naval officer was killed, and only 
sven officers and scvcaty three men were wounded. 
The battalion of sailors conunued to be of great ser 
whily oa shore, and the capture, both of Cairo and of 
ded not a little om the co operation of 
services were fully acknowledged m 
the official dispatches of lord Hutchison, who had suc- 
ceeded to the command of the army on the death of the 
herve Abercrombie. 
of Janusz}, 1801, a general promotion took 
4m houour of the union between Great Britain and 
Ireland, aud on that occamon lord Keith was advanced 
to the ravk of admiral of the bine. When the news 
arrived of the glonous termonnon of the operations 1m, 
Byypt, ins lordetyp received the thanks of both houses 
of parliament, and om the 6th of Derember, 1801, waa 
ureated a baron of the United Kingdom, by the ttle of 
baron Keith, of Bantcath, county of Dumbarton. He 
was alo presented by the corporation of Lundon with 
Ghe freedom of that city ma guld box, together with a 
sword of the value of one hundred guineas, and the 
grand Sergoo: conferred on hia the order of the Crescent, 
‘winth he established to perpetuate the memory of 1 
germices vendered to the Oreman empre by the Brineh 
forces. 

At the peace of 1802, lord Keith returned to England, 
and struck bis flag, but be did not remam long mnem- 
ployed On the re-commencement of hosultes, 12 1603, 
‘he was appointed commander in chief un the North Sea, 
end sn the Ensiwh Channel, as far to the westward es 
Selses Bul. ‘Ihe nature of this extensiva and comphi- 
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cated command, canmsting at one time of upwards of 4 
Dundred and twenty pennants, required that Ine lordship 
should be established an chore, 1m consequence of which 
hhe cook up his rendence at East Cleff, near Ramegate , 
‘occamonally going on beard hus flag-sh.p for the purpoes. 
‘of reconnortring the enemy's const, and directing the 
‘attacks which it was thought proper to make on the 
flouta destined for the invamon of England 

His lordsinp wae, on the 9th of November, 1605, raased 
tu the rank of admiral of the white , and vontinued to 
hold lus extenave and rmportant commyad unel the 
‘when the admuralty having deter 
muned to duvade it into three separate anes, he strack brs 
flag In 1812, be succeeded fir Charles Cotton, ax 
commander im chef of the Channel fect On the 14th 
of May, 1811, he was created a viscount of the United 
Kingdom —Durmg the pened of the second invasion of 
France by the athed powers, the noble admral cam- 
taanded m the Channel, and, by the yudusous arrange- 
tout of hia crowers, prevented Napoleon from baring 
the shzitist chance of escaping to Amenca, and in von 
sequence he was mduced tosurrender bimself as aprsonet 
of war—an event which secured the peace and tranqunt 
ty of Furope 

Hu lordship died at Tulhallan house, on Monday, the 
Voth of March, 1823, mm the seventy seventh yeur of bie 
age. 
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SIR WILLIAM SIDNEY SMITH. 


Bonn 1704 


In the andst of our detasle of modern naval warfire, we 
fare conscious that they are apt to pall upon the reader, 
from that systemabc regularity and uniformity that must 
necessary characterise them. It us therefore with poco- 
har pleasure that we (orsake, for n short space, the tac 

teenth and mmeteenth centuries, 1m 
favour of this chivelrous knight errant of the ocean, in 
‘whose character we find all the enterprise of the ancient 
sea Lungs of the north, and 1m whose deeds there 1 all 
the excitement of a tale of romance, witbout those repul 
tive features by which such tales are generally qualified, 














Sidney evtered the navy ex midshipman at the 
of thirteen, his vavncal stadies on shore ware 
considered us so much time of actual service, 1 complt 
ance with rules at that time estabhahed an the Sritish 
navy Thus the period of hus early probanon wes eo muca 
shortened, thet at the age of srxtoon he was promoted to 
the rank of ifth heutemant on board the Acide, 74, com 
nded by Sir Charles Thompson, Only two yenrs after 
‘thus promotion he wes ramed to the rank of commander, 
but during that short interval he wes engaged in very 
close service, having been employed in the Aleide sn the 
tattle off the Chesapeake 10 1761, and the different skur- 
amahes between Sir Samuel Hood and the ovunt de Grasse 
at St Christopber s,as well as Roduey’s victory of the 13th 
of April, 1762 He was appointed to the command of the 
Pury, a sloop of war, in 1783, and afterwards to the Ne 
mens, a frigate of 28 guns, but soon after, 1m consequence 
of the peace, hws slup was pad off 

A state of grievous inachvity fox five years mow suc- 
ceeded, when, m 1788, rupture took place between Swe~ 
den end Russn, and ceptun Smith having obtemrd 
Pumsunn fom the Britweh government, entered into the 
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service of the former Here he dushngusshed himecif 50 
Inghly 1m several naval engagements, that Gustavus the 
Kmg of Sweden conferred upon hiro the grand cross of 
the order of the Sword, after which, on ku return to 
England, the rank of Kauyghthood was conferred upon 
unm by bis own soverenn 
Sir Sidney S-uith, after a abort stay at home, again 
became napatient for action, and finding all the Chrutian 
powers at peace, he went to Turkey, and became « volun 
ter in Although he appears to hare bud 20 
opportumty of signaling himself in this service, tt is 
probable that on this occasion he learned the Turkuh 
fashion of warfare, of which he sfterwards avaced him- 
selt so splendidly at Acre He had not been long in the 
Ottoman fleet when the war which broke oat between 
England and Fracce,:m 1793,:adaced him to return, and 
being determined not to enter upon the acene of action 
empty-handed, he gathered a motley crew of unemployed 
Eoghsh sailors at Smyrna, and purchased one of the 
small lateen-nyged craft of the Archipelago, measunng 
between thirty and forty feet w the heel, on board of 
which he bouted the Engheh flag, and repaired with 
‘this reintorcement to the fleet under the command of 
Jord Hood before Toulon, about & fortmght before the 
evacuation of the town 
‘While Sir Sidney remained as a volantwer with lord 
‘Hood on board the Victory, ke ondertook the destruction. 
of the Prench shippmg ond magazines at Toulon, a moat 
arduous and important service, and which, coutrary to 
all expectation, be pet formed with a amall force, even in 
spite of the blunders of the Spamarda who were youned 
‘with him in the attempt There precious suzuliarien, as 
uf Chey had mtended to dentroy both friend and enemy 
‘at once, set Gire to the Tus frigate 1m tho inner road, laden 
several thousand barrels of gunpowder, instead of 
scutthog and smbing her, by which Su Silvey end bis 
whole party were pearly blown roto the wr in the midst 
of therroperations ‘his was not all, for after ths wong 
headed left handed feat, Sir Sidney disorered with as 
tonuhment that they hed failed to set fire to any of the 
ships m the hasm before the town, upon which he 
advanced 1n the face of the enemy to finish the task, but 
found the boom lexd across the entrance His serrices, 
however, had alroady been tnghly effective, for be had 
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Austerved tan French stops of the Ime then m the irven al 
and the meat prmespal store an hemp homes Hav 
tag been sent home with the divpitchs of Jord Hood, 
pon thin uccariou, Si Sidney, m 1704, was spporoted to 
the command of the Diamond frigate 
Avner of brihent exploits now distuguuhed the 
career of our hero fn the be.imeung of 1795, Sir Jobn 
Borlase Wirren being employed to reconnaitre Brest, 
uundcr the apprehension that the Prench fleet under ad 
Yillaret had saudcd out on 4 crue, Sir Sidney an 









she pasted within hail of a French Ime of battle ship un 
suypected, after which lu. learned that the enemy were 
actually out at sea In the month of May, ducing tl 
tame year, he aided Sir Richard Strachan i the capture 
of a convoy of transports On the 4th of July, he made 
@ bold but unsuccessful attompt on two French ships, 
with their convoy, near the shore of La Hogue but on 
the fad of September he was more fortunate in destroymy 
 Prench corvette upon the same station Iu the month 
of March, of the following yeat, haviog learned that 4 
convoy, connuting of a corvette, four brigs, twosloops, and 
three loggers, hid taken shelter rm the httle part of Her 
qu, Sir Sidney proceeded arainst them with his frigat 
abrir and a lugger M wving surmounted the difficulties 
of the narrow channcl, be attacked and stormed the ene 
wmy’s batters, ani burnt all the French vonels, with 
tho ext eption of one of the luggers, that fought bravely 
and secured ts eocepe 

After baying thue mynahzed himself m a combination 
of laud and pea service #0 full of adventore, and so much 
to his taste, an unfortwoate reverse for our hero was at 
hand Being stanoned off Havre de Grace on & reopn- 
iottiing expedition, he captured with bis boats a Prono 
lugger privateer, on the 14th of April This prise, 1 com 
sequence of tha strong setang of the nda into the bar 
Bowtr, was driven up the Seine above the forts, and by the 
dawo of next mormng, the enemy sa% ther lugger 1m 
tow of a string of Enghsh boats fhe alarm was intaady 
Fiven, tht prim and the boats were attacked by several 
iad at the same time a logger of lerger 
























fellow-vaj 
French emigrant, bat who passed for an Engliah jookey 
Of Bur Sidney Bmith, contrived to ingratinte himself with 
the keepers of the Templs, in which our Xnight war now 


a port from the windows with 
cortain females of the town, and who agreed to sssint in 
dais liberation. A more effectual auxiliary was at band 


4m the pervon of the emigrants wits. This iedy, whe 

dared not come to the Temple, bad engaged a young 
Frenchmen in ber decigus fet Ghe freedom of toe cxp- 

, and with bis aid a hole twolve foot tong was made 
tae collar edjoining to the prison, daring the excavation 
of which « child seven yeare old used to beat 2 druua 
‘within the house, to drown the noiss of the mining. Tha 
partition wall was reeched, and cautiously sounded, bat 
A: thie grin « sevne falling ous andl rliing tt the gor. 
dan of the Temple, gave the alarm to the guards. They 
arrived immediately, and discovered the plam:: Wut fort 
nately the operators escaped mnsuspected. The coniine- 
watt of Bir Bidnoy was uow more otrict than ever, but 
thie failare soamed only to excite his frends te greater 
activity. It was now resolved to taavo him removed by 
forged orders froma tha Tenaple to another pristn, thet ke 
might be carried off in the transit. The orier wat ae- 
cordingly drawn out; the real staxop of the snfulsters* 
‘sgnatere, which hed been procered by a bribe, wes af- 
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fixad to it, aa the friends of the commodore, disguised as 
French alfcers, decharged theer duty with euch turvel- 
‘us offmatary aud Sneess, vs Talled to slsep even the ous- 

‘of the cantions yuslors. Ancompamed by M de 


‘and seounty, was busled by the populace ax a sart of na~ 
‘tonal tramph. In the sucoseding month, be was ap- 
punted to the command of the Tigre, a ship of 60 guns; 
and ss the mvamoa of Egypt by Bonaparte hed broaght 
‘our country 2nto a friendly relanon with Tarkey, fir §1d- 
nay was apponted to coupersta with the Ottoman fleets 
‘and arms an Bsypt as a commander, and with the Bn- 
‘tah munuter at Constantinople 1m the civil character of & 
pleapotentery. He forthwith sailed to the Tartush cap, 
tal, whore he wae weloomed by a people who had enyoyed 
Ina asrvioes, and learned to appreciate them, after 
which he repaired to the coast of Syma, im the hope af 
repaying the Preach with uaury for tee eufrngs and 
oliguies bo ad endured 1m Che Abbaye and the 


7S caces which ho tous came to wa would, to an 





Aand was na wrresuthlo and triumphant es ever; and 
After a earses of splendid sacoames, by which bis of- 
versanes were subdued or oattred, he hed bent the 





‘Sunes, who kad bastezod oo the reef of Aare, with part 
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af bis vaval force, arrived there two days before the 
‘French, and his very coming seemed to change, in an 
instant, the whole character of the war. He had brought 
‘with hitn colonel Phelipeaux, the companion af his fight 
from Paria; and this ekitfal the 








itoher, determined to hold out to the last. 

It would be beyond our lirsits to enter into all the 
details of this wonderful alege, in which the science of 
Phelipeacs, the romantic bravery of Sir Sidney Smith, 
the stubborn ferocity of the Butcher, and the emulcus 
Iravory of their respective followers, were severally 
quad, and tried to tho wteeet. ven as it wa, 

most’ fortunats circumstance in thelr favour was 
sedoubenals thelr possession of the French artillery, 
Prived of which, even the transcendent skill of Bons. 
‘wan unable ty command eocoom The French, 
wover, in spite of their want of guve, and notwith- 
standing the fire from the British ships and boats, by 
which they were flanked, pressed onward in their 
operations with the most persevering valor. Having 
the 
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the gardon of the pacha. Bat here their fancied career of 
victory wes stopped in an instant. It was a stratagem of 
‘Turkiah warfare to Ist a certain number of the enemy in, 





determination of Bir Sidney Smith at this period, 
det his exhausted followers and allicd, and within 
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sunkang under hunger, thirst, and mckness, ns yeu was 
raked by the gan boats, and hus rear was infested by 
slouds of Arabs after Ins troops bad marched wiand, to 
‘avoid the fire from the harbour The baffled and broken 


10g of wonderment throughout Europe, and tachrians 
whe had bean accustomed to fight ‘by the book of anth- 
mistic,’ felt themselves compelled to applacd such a mil 
tary anomaly on docount of its success A shower of 
grate(al rewanls fell upon the head of the detender of 
Acre, The Grand Segnor, who shed tears of yoy at the 
tidiage, transmuted to Sir Sidney a splendad augrette, 
and nich sable fur, sumlar to those bestowed mpoa Nelaon, 
‘end the Turkash order of the Crescent, the deed was ex- 
‘tolled by George III im parhament, which agreed to = 
‘vot of thunke to Sir Edney, and the officers snd seamen 
under bas command, 4 pension of £1008 per annum 
‘was settied upon him by the legulature, and mch pro- 
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ents ware decreed kim by the inty of Londen, sed tha 
‘Purkey company. 

After thas, the course of events for some time in Egypt 
‘wes unfavourable to the Tarks, who were ronted 1n the 
field by the superior science and discipline of the French. 

having thus m some meamare repaured the 
‘effects of his disssters at Acre, suddenly ect sail to France, 
‘where a more splendid field of amabaton presented iteelf, 
end in October, 1700, Sir Sidney scoompamed the Torkish 
‘vioe-adonral, Sad Ab Bey, upon a freah naval 
for the recovery of Egypt- A landing of English saslors 
was accomphuhed st the mouth of the Damietta brauch 
of the Nile, to draw the ettention of the French from the 
‘operations of the Vouer, who was advancing with the 
grand army on the ade of the desert,and the Tigre’s 
oats took poussenen of a ruinous castle, under the pro- 
tection of winch the debarkation of the Turkuh troops 
was effected. Hut at this moment the French attacked 
‘the Turks with such viguar, that they dravs them into 
‘the water, ao that all the Enghsh commpodare could effect 
‘was tho rescus of the feginves In subsequent cases, 
‘however, the cooperation of the Enghsh mannes and 
salory with the Viner was so effective, that general 
Kleber, the French commander, wae at last obliged to 
captalate On the 94h of Janeary, 1880, be mgned at 
Hi Ansch an agreement with the vimer and Srv Sidnoy 
Braith, to evacuate Egypt, on condition that bus anny 
should be transported to France, This treaty was dis 
Pleasing to the Erituh government. Nothing less would 
‘satufy them than the entre surrender of the French 
army, in consequence of which, the latter indignantly 
renewed hostilities, and gemned a splendid victory at 
Edhanks, 1 the neighbourhood of Caro, in which the 
Turks sustarzod & lone of 8,900 1m hulled and wounded. 
‘The treaty was again opened with the victorious Freoch, 
‘who would now bave obtaned their own terme, but their 
rave general Kleber wes assasnineted, and the com- 
mand devolved upon the crasy and imbecile Menon, 
‘who determined to elsde in Egypt at whatever risk, 
Thus, through « sere of diplomatic blunders, ansmg 
out of the arrogance of car govermuant, and by which 
‘the negoushoos of Sur Sidney with the enemy wore 
Thwarted, the whole taal of battle and cangaest had 
to be renewed. in consequence of this, the battle of 
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Aboukir wae fought on the Bist of March, 1801 Sir &id- 
ney, an the lending of Sir Ralph Abercrombie, jomed 
‘hun with a detachment of seamen and marmes, and im 
the victory which followed he was wounded, and hed 
Yas horse shot under him, while fighung m ns usual 
chivelroas fashion Even after thus expenditure of Bri 
tush blood and courage, the French obtamed the same 
terma which had been formerly agreed to by Sir S:dnay 
‘Smith i the treaty of El Arnech, and they were trans 
ported, with all thei baggage, un Engluh and Terkuh 
‘vessels, to the nearest French ports 
‘A breathing interval now occurred in the ancient king 
dom of the Pharaohs and Ptolemes, and cer kught 
‘tyasle4 humself of the opportun:ty, to make « pilgrimage 
to the Holy Sepulchre Such was the respect which the 
‘Turks felt for hum, on this occaman, that be and hus fol 
lowers were allowed to entor Jerusalem armed, and x 
Christan costame—a stretch of Liberality never before 
rrmited by the msidele wo 0 Frank Tho Farka grea 
jeos were equaily grateful for hus remarkable vervices, 
do thes at 8 pleated entertumnment whack was prten by 
capdan pachs, on board hus ship, to the Englsh 
hero, ous of the admural s milk flags was prosepted to Bur 
Sidney, by which he was entrtled to all the bonours and 
respect of a Tarkuth pacha On the 6th of September, 
1981, Sur Bidney Suaith and colonel Abercromine em 
‘darked at Alexandria, with the duspatches, and on thar 
arnval im London, on the 10th of November, the whole 
metropolis was oa,er to welcome the son of the veteran 
ounqueror at Aboukir, and the gallant charoyuon of Acro 
For some time after such stirring service, « Compara 
tively trangusl period occure in the bustory of Sir Bidasy 
Ja 1993, ho was chosen represcutative 1 parhament for 
the caty of Rochester, and on the al of the war 
1m 1604, be houwted his broad pendant ou board the Ante- 
lope, of 36 guns, as commodore of a squadron employed 
oa the French cosst Jn the spring of 1604, he was 
Apponted « colonel of roysl marmes, and near the end 
of the following year, he was raused to the rank of reas. 
admeral 
An onmaeqnence of the operstions of the Brits rn 
Sierly im 1600, Sor Buiney arnved at Polermo ca the 
‘int of Apel, on board the Pomsple, of 84 guns, and as 
sumed the command of the syuadron employed an thet 
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‘by bir Charles Cotton In the same month, he haa th: 
eatufaction of receiving dupatches from the lords 
admuralty, in which the yadicious duscharge of bus duties, 
during the whole course of his Portuguese transactions, 
‘was highly snd justly commended 

‘The remainder of thu gallant knight's career 1s «x- 
clumvely of a civil and peacefal complexon fn the 
muddle of February, 1008, he was relieved by rear-admi- 
ral Otway, upon which ko proceeded in the Poudroyant, 
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JAMES SAUMAREZ, 


BARON DE saUMARZZ, OF THE fSLAND OF QUERNGRY, 
AND 4 BARONET, 


1757—1838 


‘Tae important services performed by this gallant and 
disuaguisbed commander justly entitled bam to the ho- 
noure of the peerage, and his nawe will be transmitted 
an payal lustary as one of the bravest snd most ekilfal of 
heroes He was the third son of Matthew Saumare: 
of Guernsey, E-q, 8 medical practitioner, by hus second 
wife Cartaret, daughter of James le Marchant, Ex He 
‘¥ae born in the parwh of St Peter-Port, Guernse: 
‘ou the Lith of March, 1757, and early entertained a pre- 
dulechon for the maval service , which was perbaps 1n- 
spired by the frequent mention of his two uncles, the 
captains Plibp and Thomas de Saomares, who sailed 
‘under commodore Anson in the momorable expedition 
to the South Sea, and afterwards greatly distinguished 
thereelves in the service of ther country In 1770, 
being then thirteen years of age, young Saumarex 
gommenced hie carer es » midshipman on board the 
Montreal, commanded by commodore Alms Ho next 
served in the Wincheleea and Levant frigates, and after 
having remained five years on the Mediterranean station, 
he returned home un 1775 

Shortly after his arsival in England, Saumarey yorned 
the Bristol, 59, bearias the broad pendant of Sir Peter 
Parker, and was present ta the fullowing year at the 
‘attack of the fort and battenes on Sullivan's wland, near 
Charleston, South Carolina In that determmed aod ean 
gumary conflict, the Bristol suffered severely, and the 
commodore was so well pleased with the coolness, judg 
ment, and bravery of Saumares, that ke sppointed hum to 
act an leatenant on board the Bristol, which promotion 
was afterwards confirmed by lord Howe* In August, 
17a, during that period of the American war when the 
French flest, under count d’Bstang, quitting Sandy Hook, 
sured before Rhode Island, he coromanded the Sputtu> 
galley, and he afterwads actid as ade de can on 


© see an account of Gus acteom 0 Parkers bile, 7 3 
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shore to coumodore Brubane, and commanded a party 
of seamen und marines at one of the advanced posts He 
then returned to England am the Levinthen, in which 
veesel he narrowly escaped shipwreck on the Beilly Se- 
lands Boon after bis arrival, he was appointed one of 
the houtenants of the Victory, of 100 guns, carrying the 
fag of Sur Charles Hardy He continued im that ship un 
der different flag-officers, unt ius removal as second 
Lontenant i the Poratude, 74, with vice admiral Str 
Hyde Parker, who was at that tume appointed to the 
command of a squadron fitting cut in consequence of the 
rupture with Holland m 1780, and was present 1n the well 
contested action on the Dogger Bank, on the Sth of August, 
17A1 On the return of the Engheh feet to the Nore, hus 
majesty Goorge ILI paid xt a vant, on which occasion 
Sanmares waa introduced to the king, who inqaired af be 
‘wore related to the captains of the same name, who bad 
carcumnavigated the globe with Anson §=Admural Parker 
anawered 1 the affirmative, saying thet ‘he was their 
nephew, and a8 good an officer as either of them’ Tins 
spprobaton will be more appreciated when we consider 
by whom st was bestowed In consequence of the bravery 
displayed by heutewant Saumares in the action off the 
Dogger Bank, be was promoted to the rant of commander, 
and Appointed to the Tinphone, 2 new Sre-vessel then 
feong at Sheerness 

Intelligence having been recesved in England of the ex. 
edition of the French feet and convoy under the count de 
Guichen, intended for the East and West Indies, admiral 
Kempenfelt was dupatched in the beginning of Novem~ 
Ber with twelve sail of the line, one 60 gan ship, four 
frigates, and come smaller vessels, in order to intercept at. 
Commander Saumerer, in the liuphone, was attached to 
thus fleot. 

The Engiuh adintral, totally sgnorant of the saperiorsty 
of the enemy, and expecting that he had only an equal 
forea to sneounter, had the fortune to fall m with thom 
wn gale of wind, when both the flest and convoy 
were a good deal dispersed, and the latter hed fallen 
connderably astern Adumiral Kempanfelt, with that pro 
feassonal jadgment and dextanty by which be was em- 
nendy diunguithed, determined to profit by bis present 
situation, by endeavounng to cut off the convoy m the 
‘fet mstance, and to Gght the enemy afurwards In the 














movement for this purpose, the Triumphant, 84, winch 
‘had stayed back to collect the convoy, in her way now to 
Fejom the feet came across the Biger, 76, winch led tha 
Eaghuh van a sharp thngh short dre ensued, in which 








pet 
bar of fngates (which are particularly necesaary in ali 
‘stacks upon convoys) the effect would 





several that struck escaped im the mght. Commander 
Sacmeres mamly contributed to this snocess, he having 
first cacovered the enemy , and « slipof 30 guns, having 








tmchief on the Wert Inde station On debvering bus 
aupatches, be recerved » commenon, apponting him, 
thougts under twonty five years of age, to the command 
af the Busell, 74 

Jn thus new command Btumares sccmapanved the wran 
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‘Begland; 023 as the war soon afterwards termusted, 
‘captamn Seamaren was enabled to enjoy an wterval of 
repose in bis mative island But a5 soon as the war 
‘broke oxt again m 1787, be entered unto sctve service, 
snd wae appointed to the command of the Ambascade 
frigato In I798, be removed to the Ressonable, of 64 
Gans At the commencement of the revolutionary war 
wrth France he obfamed the vomuatd of the Crescent, 
42, the crew of which, conneting of 937 men, wers 
pruncrpally volunteers from Guerossy In thus ship, 
‘After close acton of two hours and twenty minutes, he 
captured La Reunion, 36, and 320 men, 120 of whom 
‘wore exther killed or wounded the Crescent bad not a 
engi man hart This gallant acton was rewarded by 
nue tnayesty confernng on captain Saumares the order of 
Kknighthood, and a1 a mark of respect, the merchants of 
London prosented hits with an elegant proce of place 
It may here be remarked, im referente to this action, 
that the Réamon was one of the first eight vessels cap- 
tured from the French smmce the commencement of thuy 
fresh war up to the Ist of Decémber, 1793, 60 that 
Santmares wae among the first of the British naval off 
cere to vindicate the superionty of the nacional dag: 

‘When the Crescent was refitted, che sailed on « crnize 
am the Bay of Biscay, 10 company with the Hud, « 
mualler fngate, when captain Seumares captured two 
French privateers, culled the Club de Cherbourg, and 
L'Eepour Sir James Baumares was afterwards attached 
te the squadron under adoural Macbride, which formed 
part of Iord Moira’s oxpedinon im favour of the 
French royalasts 

‘The next oxplat performed by this distoguubed sea- 
‘aan duplayed im a stnking hight both hus nevtcel skill 
‘abd bis coot mtrepidity On the 6th of Juve, 1704, the 
Crescent, ecovmpamied by the Druid frigate, and Eury- 
tice, 24, was chased off the uland of Jersey by a French 
squadron, connsting of two cut down seventy fours, each 
womrtng 54 guns, two frigates, and a bng Sir James, 
Reronrring the vane experony of the enemy, ordered 

», whith was the worse suler, to make tha 

bese of bar ‘way to Guernesy, whilst the Crescent and 
Drud followed under easy sail, cocanonally eegegng 
the French elups and Keene them at bay, amtil the 
Barydie had gut to some dustance absad, whan they 
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sande ll poamble ou) to get off: Ths enemy's squadron, 
however, guined upon Gham so rapidly, thet they mast 
have been taken but for « bold and masterly manavre. 
‘Sar James, seeing the perilone situation of bis causorts, 
‘hawled bis wind and mood along ths French lne-—an 
evolution which mumediately attracted the enemy's at 
tamton, and the capture of the Cresent appesred to be 
imavitable, But, among the Guernssymen who hed vo 
Tunteered on board the Crescent, was an experienced 
Kimg’s pulot, well acguarnted with all the rooks and 
ourrents round tbe uland, named Jean Breton, from 
Bt Baviour’s parwh, ko pushed the fngate through 
‘Bumerons intricate passages where a kings ship had 
never before swum, and, nagularly exougb, walled so 
naar to the ahore of the Citel parish, that Sir James 
could distinctly see bas own house, « ponton troly re- 
markable from the contrast —for belbund him he beheld 
= French prison,—before him, bis own fireside Success 
amended thus bold expernment, and they effected ther 
secape mato Guernsey ronds, greatly to the disappint- 
¢ of thenr 

In the month of February following, Sir James was 
‘appomnted to the Marlborough, 74, and, after = long 
cruise m that ship, removed to the Onon, of the same 
force, in which be had the honour of bearmg « distin 
fmwhed station 2 lord Bridport’s action off 1 Onent on 
the 24rd of June, 1795 The offiuial return of killed and 
wounded, mgued by lord Bridport, makes the loss on 
board the Onon five seamen killed and one solier, 
and seventeen seamen and one solder wounded * 

Sir James Sammares was afterwards detecbed with 
two (gates to crass off Rochfort, where be remawed 
for mx mothe, during the Todt tempestuous weath 
‘He then resnmed hut station im the fleet off Brest, from 
whence he was sent to reanforce Sir Jobo Jervis, whom 
be puned five days before the engagement off St Yiacent, 
Ey that memorable action the Orion was on: the sx 
ships that attacked the body of the enemy's feet, and 
aherwards yaned in the asesult on the huge Santesma 
‘Trinudada, 136, which, according to the Orion's log book, at 
Jemgth baled down her coloars end hosted English once, 
‘bat was rescued by several of the enemy's fresh ships, In 
thus engugement the Orn had only nine men wounded. 

(© See the dete''s of thes action in the lrves of St Viaconl and Rebon 
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viguance, than by stating, thet not 6 sunghe aquareragged 
scasel of any description ssiled from or entered inte the 
port at Brest during the whole tue he remained on thet 
station, 

On bus retarn froes that severe daty, the rear atmaral 
was ondared to prepare for foraign service; and on the 
Aéth of June be sailed from Piymouth, with s squadron 
comauting of thre sail of the line, cus frigate, one brig, 
and a logger, destused for the blockade of Cadus, off whick 
port he was joned by two more ships of the ine. On 
the Sth of July he recaved antelligence that » French 
squadron, of two ships of $4 guus, one of 74, with a large 
frigate, was at anchor off Algenras, not far from Gibral 
tar. He suled ammeduately with a squadron of mx sail 
of the hne, with the determination fo attack the enemy 
‘under the battones, on the moramg of tbe Oth. 

‘The day of Algomras was defended by varions batteries 
‘of heavy gens, placed on an wland about « quarter of « 
wulo from the shore, and elso by works to the north aud 
south af the town, the fre from which, crownng before 
the harbour, intersected sm front the situatson chosen for 
es trent carne, ae es peaked 6e sabe se Euak ung’ any 
assailant that might epprosch them The anchorage was 
also extremely dangerous , the whole harbour ani sland 
bamg surrounded by reefs of sunken rocks: 
to been supposed that, had there not been o1 mnglo 
mann-of-war 2 the harbour, no hortJe ship wonld have 
had the boldness to approach, or expose steeif to the den- 
Gerous obetrachons which beth natare and art had pro- 
‘vided for the recunty of the piace, and of the ebspe whith 
at contained ; but mo danger could appal or dimoarage 
our uitremd seamen and the gallant Saumeres, when an 
enemy waa within thelr reach. Ho hopod t capture the 
whole force of the enemy, and resume bis etation off Ca 
diz, before the Spanash fleet could avail themselves af bus 
absence , and, therefore, be wade preparations for battia, 
by anchoring from the aterm, ike Neloon im the battle of 
the Nile. The engagement, which commenoed st twanty 
five minutes past exght, im half an hour was general, and 
for some time appeared to favour cxe Brinsh, when un 
fortunately the Hannibal, an Enghsh 7%, tock the ground 
abreast of tha battery of 8 Jago, while she wos at the 
same time raked by the Formidable, a French slap of 80 
Gans, and in thu helpless condition she was compelled 
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toatnke her coloure At the sume time the wind, which 
had boom continaally varying, was mast unfayoureble to 
the amulants, so that for two hours the Brinsh ships 
‘were incessantly towed by tha boats, to bring their broad- 
andes to bear on the enemy At half-past one Sanmares, 
saming 20 prospect of success, drew off bus shattered aqua 
‘dsvo, and retired ta the mole of Gibraltar to refit, but with, 
courage, Hf pomuble, anly increased by the unfortunate 
Feeutt of thu enterprise 

Tn the ssoan ume the Freach ships, duabled in the ac 
fon off Algesiras, having been reforced by five Bpanis 
alupe of the ne, a Prevch 74, and three frigates, de- 
Perted from Algemras on the way to Cadi, which they 
Goubted not to reach m safety, when they ware met by 
therr fearless antagonust off Cabreta Pont The Bnish 
admural bed employed bis tame so well at Gibraltar, thet 
un five daya he had refitted all hus shups, except the Pasa- 
pée, and notwithstanding the immense addibon which 
the French had recetved, by which thei force was n= 
creased to nine sa) of the Line, and four frigates, whilst 
ha bad only Give ships of tha ine, and one fngate, still he 
was as eager for the combat as ever Late in the even- 
ang, Sur James Sanmares observed that the enemy’s shipe 
had cleared Cabrata Pomt and at eeght he bore up with 
‘tna equedrom after them The Superb, ceptain Keats, eure 
ceeded 1 opening ber fire upon them about eleven o'clock. 
‘The Cresar, the fagebip, then came up, and prepared to 
‘engage « Spanush three decker, which soon took fire, and. 
oommunicated the flanes to another slip to leeward of 
her , both were soon in ablaxe, and presented a most aw- 
fal mgt The two ships thus on fire were the Sun Her- 
menogildo and Real Carlos, of 11 guns each , and as the 
Cesar could not with asfety afford them any asnstance, 
abe pushed an to the astack of the San Antonio,74, whieh 
had however been already beaten by the Super. Tha 
‘two slupe on fire blew up during the mght, and near 2490 
‘men were destroyed in them. The admural bore up after 
the enemy, who ware carrying & press of esil and steer 
og out of ‘the strate, but be lost mght of them durmg 
the night. le blaw exotedingly bard until daylight, winch 
obhged hun to take m canvas In the mean time the 
comfhet 1m other quarters hed been equally favourable 
to the Brush, oo that esxly on the next morning the re- 
mamder of the combined Geet, conmsting of five sail of 
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the tne, and four fngates, instead of ronswing the bat 
tle, hauled up for Gadis Such was the Arst great victory 
of Trafalgar, gemed on the Lath of Jaly, 1881, m2 which the 
ememy lost thres vail of the line, 3400 men blown up, be- 
wades those who wore killed in achon and taken prisoners 
‘A nctory gamed under such circumstances would hare 
sufticed to ennoble any age, but that xt occurred at a period 
when such exploits were to become common, while it 
was only the harbinger of sll greater actnevements, ky 
which all former deeds wars comparatreely ecirpeed 

The valuable services rendered to his country by Sir 
James Sammarex, were rewarded by the star aud nband 
of the order of the Bath, and mm 1603 he received the 
hanks of both houses of parliament, and a grant of £1300 
a yeer 

fir James was vext spponted to the command at the 
Nore, which he retuned for a short period, and then 
Fecetved the command at Guerasey, and on being pro- 
moted to the rank of vice admiral, he was nominated 
fecond in command of the Channel fect, under art 
St. Vincent. Hus lordshtp berg absent on admiralty 
Jeave, Sir James was employed im watching the enemy's 
leet in Brest, until the month of August following , when, 
upon the appoatment of lord Gardner to the chief com 
smand of the Channel flest, be resamed the oammand at 
Gusrnsey In March, 1808, be was sent to the Baltic 
‘With & strong squadron for the protecton of the bwediwh 
omupions, on which station be continued for four years 

The last caval command discharged by Sir James was 
‘that of port adaural at Plymouth, where be won tho 
estocma of the mbaltants He hoisted hus fing on the 
‘Mth of March, 1894, and struck st on the 10th of May, 
lear 

in 1691, the gallant admasral was raused to the peerage, 
which gay greatest estufaction to the people af 
Guernssy, na be was the first native of the wland who 
had taken bis seat in the house of lorde 

Hu lardatup died on Sunday, the Oth af October, 1830, 
‘at hus comutry residence, 1m Catel paruh, m the uland of 
Guernsey, in the eighneth year of his age 

‘The general character of thu great and excellent man 
aa especially deserving of ont adimration Hewasbrave, 
skulfal, and enterprising, as a sailor, patnote, hbersl, 
and mnostentatow, a: actisen, an affechonste hute 
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patriot aleep within the precincts of the humble village 
ehuroh, situate nearly in the contre of the smal! island in 
which he firet anw the light of heaven. 
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CHAP VE 


From the Peace of Amsens to the Battle of 
Trefelger 


the prelumunarres of the treaty of Amens were 
97th of March, 1662, Francs and Engtand seemed 
desrous of a more friendly relehonship than had 
Lutherto subausted between thom. Each bad fully tned 
and reepected the valour of the other, the courtemes by 
‘which generocs enemies are dunagushed bed softened, 
on both mdes, the horrors of war, and now that = last- 
ig peace appeared to be establuhied, crowds of the Eng- 
lush repaired to Para, while the French recrprocated thie 


which were thought to be the com- 
jasting friendshap between the two great 









operate 

‘Toa high ponton attained by Bonaparte, ike that of 
all conquerors, could only bs maintamed by the sword , 
and when he censed to demle and astonish, he could no 
Jonger expect to be the popular dol of France Of this 
saruple trath he was 20 fully awaro, that bus procectlings, 
nomediately subsequent to the treaty, evinced a desire 
to provoke Britain toa fresh contest He hud sent out 
by the end of 1801 a strang arnsment for the reducto 
of St, Domingo, measure which obhged the British to 
duspatch a powarfal fleet to the West indies, to watch 
ata proceedings, he annexed Piedmont, Parma, and 
Placenta, to France, and he compelled Switzertand at 
the pout of the bayonet to sabmut to hus dommation 
Tn order also to aocompheh one of tus favourite wubes, 
the restoration of the French navy, he obtamed Lowman 
from Spam, and Hiba from Etruna, the last of which 
acqumnnces he dengned to convert mip a strong marme 
fortress end depét, mwalar to that ef Malta or Gibrattar 

Although these ware vuspscieus symptoms, still they dil 
net amount to justifiable greande for fresh bostlites on 
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the partof Eritan, bet they served te aggravate that um 

Portunt grievance apua winch the war wus renewed. This 

‘Was, the cession of Malta, at present in the hands af the 

Brush. By che tranty of Autane, Sie portant selena: 
between 





Anstri 

gusrantea thie part of the treaty, and = Neapolitan gar- 
‘Fujoa was to ba placed im temporary pomesnon of the 
tsland, OU such time es tho knights had rewsod u muffi- 


delivery of Malta ether to the king of Naples, or to a 
new grand prot of the order, who hed been chosen by 
the pope, bat as these potentates were at the mercy of 
tue First Consul, Bazland, by such an act, would beve 
thrown Malta into the hands of France In the absence 
of ‘the mupolated guarantees, Ragland refused to relin- 
quub Mi: ach she was branded as perfidsoas 
i breaking the mare article of the treaty, 

Another important ceanom, which had been stipulated 
by the treaty of Amiens, waa im like manner refused 
‘Thre was the Cape of Good Hope, which was to be re- 
wtored to the Dutch, ou condition that the French troops 
should evacuate Holland—the only sufficient guaranteo 
Ghat the Cape should not fall snto the posseenon of Francs 
Oar forces im that quarter were already ewbarked on 
‘board, m ships that were to convey them from South 
Afnes to Eugiand, und several of the ports had bean 











Gutkorused to yield it up according to agreement * 

Buch wert the political mrsanderstandings and ag- 
Creustans that yekindled the war, which was anly to 
terminate im the suppremion of one of tha rral pare 


© ace hfe of lon Keith 
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tues, Brea so cerly as tho 6th of March, 190%, xt was 
emseunced by hie Britammse mayesty to the house of 
evmuons that, 10 consequence of extenave military 
preparations carrying an im the ports of France and Hol 
Jand, xt was necesary to ba un a state of readmase for 
war. This wae done accordingly, and tt only served to 
accelerate the cris Bongparte, who had been pre- 
viously stang to frensy by che mscossant attacks of the 
Enghsh yournalets, enddenly burst upon our atsbassador, 
lord Whitworth, at a fall levee ‘Why these erma- 
meatst’ be exclarmed ‘ Agumnst what are those wea- 
wares of procautont {have not a erngie ship of the Line 
am the ports of France, bat if you wish to arm, E wilt 
‘arm also if you wish to fight, I wil fight ele You 
may perhaps destroy, but you will never imtimidete 
France!’ Thu was intelhgible us well as omrnous lan- 
guage, and on the 16th of May, only two months after 
thu wuguler mternew, bus Britannic majesty announced 
war between Grest Britew end France Never at any 
former period was our country menaced by euch oppani- 
tuon, o¢ better prepared far an svoounter The magmitude 
Of the coming confisct made all pertes unanimous, and 
4 mvasion was fally apprebended, the three united 
Kingdoms armed themselves ae one man for remstance 
‘Thus, while cur fieets and forces abroad were secaring 
posscanion after pomcsnon of the enemy, and keemng 
the ports of France under a close blockade, Britain pos- 
seseed a yoluntoor force conautung of 400,000 men, disci- 
plumed and prepared for battle apon the enemy's landing, 
independently of the regular army, the mules, ond the 
‘array of reserve 

‘Whether Bansparte wes serious m tus purposes of m= 
veding England has often been questioned, at all events, 
lus preparations on this occamon corresponded with 90 
penlowe an achievement France resonnded with the 
Gubding af floblias, and us fast as fiat bottomed poate 
conld be constructed, they were mustered at Honlogne ss 
their central depét. Befare, however, these conld have 
been used aa transports, 1¢ was necesaary to broak through 
the Brituh blockade, bet as France bed no navy ade- 
quate to such an enterprise, the fatilla reposed mlently 
upon the shore, ustl sone farounng hour should give st 
2 safe passage to the oppomte const An expersment was 
‘vepeatedly tried of sending off an armament trom Roch- 
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Set, bn ch bape chat Beitnin would cami her | 
fleet in pesait, and thas leave the Channel 

Af but for n few days or hours. But ths 

diene remained fomoveaiie at thelr ventions, e=d the 

hope of tovesion was farther off than ever. 

Although events fully verified the declaration of Nel~ 
sen, that this projected invapion was the med plan of « 
mod government ; still, as long as these Sotillae existed, 
gus country as in, fever of hope and four ‘The Britis, 

talked, thought, and dreamed of uotuing but 
gun-bea! reas tas Byaatah armas, Wand By ts paps 
‘baptized with the title af Invincible, was nothing im 








oonld not follow ; and they were so well defended by the 
battarios on shore, that every attempt had been hitherto 


ansucotesfil. 
This absurd hallacination now reached its crieis It 
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‘er mfernal machme—e flute which, n meroy to man. 
kind, has evidently been decreed by a bigher power, 
‘to hit the atroumes of war, and the means of haman 
destrerton — statesmen and warnors exulted m thin 
«cheap defence of nations, by which three kingdoms 
were to be eaved by a fow barrels of gunpowder Asa 
proper conclusion to this precious scheme, fie ships were 
‘to cousummate the anvihilation of the enemy s hopes by 
camsuming whatever the catamerans aught faal to blow up 

‘The moment hg with expectation arnved ‘lhe engines 
of destracton were embarked, and England waited the 
weve m breathless silence Lord Keith, to whom had 
been intrusted the honoarable office of protecting these 
explonon-vessel, commenced  fanous cannonade upon 
the battenes of Boulogne on the 2nd of October, and un 
der cover of this fire the catamerany were successfully 
piloted to ther destination In the mean time the Preach, 
who regarded this new mode of werfare with perfect com 
tempt, coolly opened a passage through the flonlia for the 
eatamerans as they arrived, so that they only exploded 
tm vacancy In this manner no less than twelve of these 
engines blew up with a noise that shook the heavens, but 

jeduced mo farther uschef, and the crest fallen Eng~ 
hsh, after witnesmng the termination, retired amidst the 











Calaw, bat with no better result Although Sir Home 
Popham superiatended the operation with great ekall and 
valoar, the explomons only killed a few fishes, and dis- 
placed a few sucks and stones from the pier and the 
Bogheb mmustry from very shame abandoned thia species 
of warfare, um which they bad only subjected themselves 
and their country to the nduoule of our laughter loving 
wdversaries 

Danng ths course of this war, Spar bad bitherto pro- 
fessod to be at peace with Brita, while she was covertly 
ding the enemy with her treapures, by which Booe~ 
parte was enabled to farther bur hootle preparations, m 
eousequence of which our mmustry, without & regular 
Proclamation of war, resolved to retaliate upon the Spa- 
Nish coffers Accordingly captsn Moore was sent with 
four frigates to cruso off Cadvz, and intercept the trea- 
ware shipa which were expected at this Sime from South 

Zz 
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Amenca On the Sth of October, 1804, four sul were per 
ceived, the Briteh gave chase, and soon came up with 
the squadron, which prored to be the expected vessels 
‘The Spamards mode no preparations either for fight or 
Femstance, as they anticipated no attack, eo that they 
were taken at duadvantaze, and after a short acon of 
ten minutes one of ther saps blew vp, and the other 
thros aurrendered Zhus act, which was complained of 
strage agamet the Jaw of mations, left 
uve bat open war, whith she scoord- 
Angly proclaimed soon after against Britain 
Prom such questonable doings aa tha preceding, we 
now gladly turn our view fo the East, where a deed was 
achicved by which the somewhat tarnuwhed glory of the 
Beissh flag was nobly vindicated =Whe hosthues had 
Been yenowed between England and France, admiral 
Rainier, who commanded in the East India station, had 
Ten late 1m receiving the intelligence, so that admiral 
Lanois, who had been blockaded in the road of Pond- 
cherry, was enabled to escape to sea, and interrupt our 
Indian commerce His force coumstud of tne Marengo, 
0, throe frigates, and a big, and after making several 
eaptares, be kept watch near the entrance of the straits 
f Molcea, in the hope of capturing oar homeward bound 
Tndvan fleet This mercanulesquadion atlength appeared 
am ayht, off Pulo Aor, on the lath of February, 1804, 
‘consiiting of sixtecn of the East India company # ships, 
twelve coantry abipe, a Portuguese East Indiaman, and 
Abrg The Hronch admiral pursued onder a prea of 
tail, aud as the heavy-laden merchant ships could not 
ontatiyp puroutt, their capture seemed meritable In this 
emergency captam Dance, the scoior officer of the fleet, 
who acted as vommodaie, conceived the daring sdea of 
xiving battle to the enemy 2t was one of those wonderful 
aspirations thatdefy all established rulee, and which seem 
to suoveed just because they try to accomplish what are 
called smpossbisues In thas unprecedented expersment, 
alups encumbered with merchandue, slightly armed, aud 
scantily caanned with crews, a large portion of which 
were tinnd Lascars, were to encounter the brunt of a 
warkke avd well appouted squadron The very buldness 
of the attempt conduced to its full success Lanois, con- 
founded at finding himself sontiongly coutronted, seumed 
we lose ins wonted presence of nund, and instead of ac- 
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coping the challenge, he was fain to he to for the mght. 
On the next morning the brave Dance, approhending 
‘that the rear of hi convoy might fal} unto the hands of 
the enemy if he remamed on the defenmve, resolved to 
Decome the assailant, and therefore he made a signal to 
hus shupe to tack, and bear down and engage in succes 
mon Linows rmmedistely closed bis me, and opened an 
aneffectual fire, which was not returned by the Eoghah 
antl they bed got close to the enemy. Thus decided the 
confisct almoat m an instant, and the French fled under 
a press of aml. One man killed and ancther wounded 
was all the injury that admral Lanvis, with hue ships of 
war and superionty in seling, could infict upon a 
China feet ‘Ibe brave captain Dance and bis officers, 
who had thus saved a fleet valued at erght millions and 
a half aterhng, recerved, upon their return to England, 
‘those honours and rewarde which they bad ¢0 amply 
mented * 

Tho naval history of our country, for the year 1805, 
‘was fraught with events of such magnitude ax to com- 
mand the attention of the whole civilized world, whose 
pohtical existence depended upon the struggle to be da- 
tided on the ocean, hetween the navies of Great Britain 
and those of France, Spas, and Holland, umited against 
her, There were Brinsh fleets stationed before the Fexel, 
Brest, Rochfort, Vigo, Ferrol, Cadi, Carthageas, and 
onion, and the scene of unval operations extended 
from thence westward as far as the usland of Trinidad, 
the Aaniles, and Jamaca 

The French Toulon fleet of eloven anil of the Ime and 
two fngates ventured to sea on the last day of Murch, 
under the command of admiral Villeneuve, when thi 
British fleet under Nelson had been obliged to anchor in 
the gulf of Palma About the same time the Rochfort 
squadron, conswung of srx sail of the lins and two 
fngates, ander the command of Misnessy, was equally 
fortanate in getting out to sea No soaner was xt known, 
im England that two fleets of the enemy were thus at 
large, than the greatest unesmmess was mamfested, 
more especially ax their destimanon was still unknown 

¢ The boooar of ta m captan Dexce 
cay brea ase ace oe ori Dr 
‘Rice and‘Modis of senertety tou undo purse prewed o 
‘them, with a prece of plate. = 
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Dut it was recollected that Neleon was afloat, and every 
felrance was placed on kus courage and rigilance The 
Rochfort squadron directed sts course to the West Indies, 
and committed some trivial devastahons, but a6 soon 
eat was known that sdmural Cochrane bad bees sent 
ut agaist them, the French hasuly retraced ther 
‘course, and arnved at Rochfort m safety The other ar- 
‘iment ander adcural Villenouve had scarcely escaped 
to sea, before st waa pursued by the andefatigable Neleou, 





1m safety, where he was jouned by the Spamub fleet, 
which awelled ine force to exghteea sail of the hne, 
and a be bad 10000 French voldsers on board, he 
now proceeded to the West Indies, where our 
mons were menaced with inevitable destruction Bat 
Am consequence of the mahonal yealonsy betwean the 
French and spanish seamen, and a fatal aicknoss that 
broke oat among the trope, this imposing armement 
od 1m a state of inactivity, wotil they found that 
‘Nelson bed oot out for the West Indie stason, There 
was defeat and destruction 1m that word , and altough 
the som hero had set aail with only ten shipe of the It 
most of which were foul after a two years “ruse, yet 
Yilloueavs, when he beard that Nelson was the com- 
mander, would not wait the encounter of each an 10- 
fersor force Thus the West Indies wore saved by the 
mere terrors of » name! 

The corabined fleet of Frence and Spam, which now 
conmsted of twenty sul of the hne, three large abips 
armed en Aute, five frigates, and three bigs pursued its 
course homeward without molestanon, when st was en- 
‘countered on the 22nd of July, by Sir Robert Calder, off 
Cape Finuterre The Brits feet consuted of fifteen 
sail of the line, two fngates, a cutter, and a lugger, but 
the French, noterthstandmg ther very stpenor force, 
end although they had the advantage of wind aad 
weather, ware content to stand on the defensive After 
the commencement of the battle, eo thick a fog arose, 
‘that it was difficult to distngumh friend from foe, end 
when the cannonade had continded for four hours, the 
Brtwh had captured an eighty-four and a seventy foar 
Had bar Robert Calder followed up bie success, 1t w anp- 
Poved that other disabled shipe of the enemy zmght have 
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been taken, but he considered st prodant, im consequence 
of the fog, to heave-to for the night, and as the enemy 
constantly bauled away during the two following days 
when the Bribsh fleet approached, Br Robert bore away 
with Ine prites, Thus, no hononr was lost by the 
Briosh, on the contrary, they had fought successfully 
‘gaunst 0 superior forve, and taken two valuable prises, 
Dut the successes of Neloon against every odds had 
mada such begatve victories cheap in the eyes of oor 
countrymen, so that Sur Robert Calder, on hus retarn to 
England, was condemned by the popular voice, and 
arraigned before a court-martial. He hed failed in de- 
stroying the fleet of the enemy, and that was an unpar- 
donable crime Hus sentence from the court, after being 
acquitted of the charge of cowardice, was, that he bad 
not done his utmost to take and destroy the enemy s 
whole fleet, and thet therefore be should be severely 
reprimanded. Thie was « barsh, and perbaps an unjort 
verdhct, but after the case of the unfortunate Byng, 
‘what naval commander could hope to escape, if he failed 
1m obtarning a complets victory ? 

‘After the engagement off Cape Finsterre, Villenen 
reached port Perrol , and having there received a rei 
forcetmant, ba agasn put to sea and entered Cadiz, com- 
polling the small squadron under Collingwood to retire 
from that stahos. In the mean time, lord Nelson had 
returned from a purvait anexewpled 10 naval hutary, 10 
which, during the short space of seventy-exght days, he 
had twice traversed the Atlantic oovan, without being 

















was to be his bnghtest—and his Inst 
The chief difficulty which Nelson bed anmtixpated 
arene, not from the wtrongth or courage, but the fears of 


sahgel to tae etraiagem © tempt the French soto the 
open sea, As hus fleet, therefore, was nosriy equal 10 
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chat of the enemy, mstead of blockading the port of Cadis, 
hho kept conmierabiy aloof, thus offermg them a free 
passage, and to crease the indocement, he detached a 
squadron from bis eet under sdmiral Lows, az = oon- 
voy to Malta, kuowing that a reinforcement of equal 
strength was on its way from England to vom bim. 
Thus plan completely succeeded. Villeneuve, and the 
Spanwh adomral Gravina, supposing that Nelson hed no 
more than twenty-one ships, heldly put to sea on the 
10th of October, with eighteen French and fifteen Spa- 
mush aml of the hne, 1 the hope ot at Inst overpowering 
their droaded antagonut. But Nelson lind now received 
the expected reusforcement from England, and on the 
Zit he came up with the combined cet, which was 
almost becalmed off cape Trafalgar. 

‘Nelson having telegraphed that glorious motto, which 
‘will be repented os long as we have « plank afoat, or 
 sonman to defend it—' Kugiand expects every man 

the 


ther column, while Collingwood at the 
ame time moved forward with the leeward column. 
These two hnes advanced m thar order of smiling, to 
avoid tho delay of forming, and on which orders bad. 
been usued soveral days previous The plan adopted. 
by Villeneuve was admirable, anj mght have been suc 
cessful against avy other antagonut. Still concervang 
that Nelson bad only twenty one eal, the French ad- 
‘mural had detached twelve of hus stipe to double upon 
the Britwh after the action had closed, and thus place 
half of them at least between two fires, Bat when he 
dhecovered the real forca of bie enemy, he was obliged. 
to alter this bold and bappy arranger 
‘whole force might be brought into acton, 
fora arranged bas sbips un the form of a crescent, con~ 
‘vexing to leaward e 

‘The onset was commenced by the brave Collmgwood. 
At the head of the Jee column he broke through tha 
enemy's line at the twelfth «bp from the rear, ex 
claiming trampbantly at che same time, ‘ What would 
Nelson give to be here! and closed his vessel upon 
the French and Spanuh abrps until the musales of their 
‘anon were actually mm contact. Nelam with the 
‘weather colamn bad designed a the ssmo manner to 
Ineak the van of the enemy at the tenth or clovanth 
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sup bat finding them lym too clesly to,ether for 
such a purpose, he ordered each vessel to clue with 
mts antagonist Thus the comihct became a band-to- 
hand tral of courage and activity, where sword was 
‘opposed to sword, and gum to gun The French and 
Spamards fought desperately om the occasion, but no 
thing vould withstaad the determuned valour of British 
seamen fighting m the fall confidence of victory, uoder 
their heroic leader After the battle had razed for 
abont three hours Giarima escaped from the etfs 
with ten sail of the line, and bore away to leeward, 
and in a few mnates after, five of the French under 
admiral Dumenotr, followed hw example, and fd to 
the southward = The rest of the combined fict con- 
mating of nineteen line of battle skips, fill into the 
handa of the Brush But never waa the pre of 
‘ittory #0 begadged, or a trumph muxed with such 
mourning, for Nelaoa fell m the engagement Bat bis 
tast look heheld the extinction of that navy by which 
Bntain was to be mvaded, and be died w the exulung 
assarance that the deliverance of bis country was com~ 
piste This great work for which he had lived, was 
ended at Trafalgar, and he only departed when there 
‘was vo longer an enemy to conquer 

After the death of Nelson, the good and gallant Col- 
lugwood took the command, and sued such overs 2s 
‘were necessary to secure the victory The Bretwsh ships, 
as might bave beon expected, had suffered severely ut 
ths hard-fought actuon and & hurricane more dan- 
Berous than the conflict ensued, in which, if posmble, 
Greater abill and conrage were cxerted to save the fleet 
from utter run As it was found imposble, from the 
violence of the tempest, to preserve the prises, the 
breater part of them were destroyed so that only four 
could be brought into Gibraltar As for Dumanoir, who 
had escaped with the relice of the French fleet, he was 
‘met—au if to aval the victory of Trafalgar—on the 2nd 
of November by Sir Richard Strachav, with four sail of 
the hae, and three frigates, off Perrol A chase of two 
days commenced, m which the French were overtaken, 
and compelled to alnde the encounter and after a hard 
Gght of three hours and a half, ther whole force sor 
rendevod. 
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81R ROBERT CALDER, BART. 
1745—1618 


‘Tars admiral was the second son of Bir Thomas Calder 
of Murton, in Morayshire, North Brita, and was born, 
An the paternal manson at Ely, ou the 3nd of July, 
1745 He recewwed lus education et the grammar 
‘school of that town, and entered the navy as. cudstup- 
man at the age of fourteen. In 1766, he accompamed, 
the Hon George Faulknor, as Lentenant of the Kavex, 
tothe West (nihes, but xt was not ont] many years after 
that he obtained the rank, first of master avd commander, 
and then of post captain, xn the mary. 

Dunng the Amencan war, captain Colder was exu- 
plored tm the Channel Seat te 1702, be co anded the 

wana, which was employed as a rcpenting frigate to 
rear admiral hempenfelt. At this period he was doomed 
to witueen one of the most disgraceful events recorded an 
wouals of the Brush uavy. Su Charles Hardy, who 
at that time commanded the English flest, recenved or- 
aera not to nak an engagement with the combined squa- 
drous of France und which then appeared on our 
coast, and he accordingly withdrew between the Wolf- 
rock aud the Man. Qn this occanon, the smlure were 
so amdhcnant a0 to blind o figure of the king mth then 
ammocks, sweanng, ‘that his mayesty George the 
Trurd should not witness thew fight’ Captain Colder, 
‘who belonged to the rear dhvinon, abared 2n their indag- 

tion, and although within a short dutence of one of 
the eneray’s two-deckers, which aught bave sunk bis 
‘Yossel with a mngle broadnde, he refused to retire, unt 
‘expressly ordered by mgnal. 

At the commencement of the war with France, Calder 
was appointed first captain to admral Roddam, 12 bos 
flag ship, the Barfleur. He afterwards commanded the 
‘Thessus, of 74 guns, which formed part of lord Howe's 
fest 1m 1704, but having been dispatched with rearad- 
unral Montague’s equedran to protect a valuable convoy, 
deauned fer the coloues, be 1d not parvcspate in the 
Walltunt vietory of the Ist of June On bung appanted 
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crptamn of the fleet, by Sir Johm Jervis, he acted im that 
amportant capacity im the victory off Caius, and on hey 
sent home with the dupatches, he was immediately 
Kenghted, und soon afterwards made a baronet 

On the 14th of Febraary, 1709, Sir Robert obtained bis 
flog aa rear admiral, by senuonity, and, 1n 1601, wes dis 
‘patched with a mail squadron i quest of admiral Gan 
theaume, who had sailed from France, for the express 
purpose of supplyng the army 15 Egypt with stores and 
arnmaunibog 

‘At the conclamon of the first peace with the French 
republic, Sir Robert ratired to hus estate of Soathwic 10 
Hampshire On the renewal of homtulites, he was im 

diately re appointed, and in the promotion which took 
Place the 23rd of Apni, 1804, be was advanced to the 
zank of vice admiral of the white While employed an. 
this latter capacity, he wes selected, m 1805, by adunral 
Corowallhs, who then commanded the Chanuel fest, to 
Dlockade the harbours of Ferro] and Corunna The force 
Intrasted to hiea on this occasion was very Inadequate, 
for, although there were then five Prench ships of the 
Jana ond three frigates, and five Bpanwh hne of battle 
abupa and four frigates, all ready for sea, in these porta, 
yet be bad only seven sail allotted to hrm, these indeed 
‘ware afterwards increased to ane, but although he re 
peatedly requested two frigates and some smaller vessels, 
they never wore sout to iim He, however, retaned 
hus statnon, notwithstanding the mancurres of the Brest 
fost, and, on beang joined by rear admire! String, on 
the 1ath of July, with five sail of the ine from before. 
Rochfor, together with a frigate and » Jagger, be pro- 
ceeded to sea, for the express purpose of intercepting 
French and Spanish squadroas from the Weet Tatios, 
‘winch were supposed to connst of no more than mxteen 
eapital ships Soon after this the combined flect, of 
twenty aati of the line, seven fngates, and two brags, were 
desoried , while the English force smounted t no more 
than fifteen ships of the line, two frigates, a cutter, and 
a logger.* 

Although the dusparsty on Guus occamon was sufficiently 
wtarthng, Sur Robert 4id not hentate an determing to 














9 Tha French ect conte of oe 0 pon wo of 4 four of 
Sage efr6, and tro of ot aes anes oan, 
ha 


su NAVAL HISTORY 

‘bring the enemy to action. Thus battle, which gave rise 
0 90 much discasnon, occurred an lat. 43° 30 north, and 
Jong 11° 17 west, or about 40 leagues from Ferrol, on the 
tad of Suly. The Britah vice-edmirsl formed hus fleet 
an compact order, and made a mgual to atteck the centre 
of the enemy, upon which the Hero, of 74 guns, that led. 
the van squadron, fetched close up under the lee of the 
combed fleet, so that when our headmost ships had 
reached tha enemy's centre, their vessels tacked in suc- 
esnon, which obliged Sir Robert to perform the same 
evolution The battle that mmmediately followed lasted 
upwards of four hours, and the enemy, notwithstanding 
thew great euperionty of numbers, and every advantage 
of wind end weather, lost two large Spanwh abips, the 
Uafael, of 84, and the Firme, of 74 guns. 

‘A heavy fog had prevailed during tho greater part of 
the day, and a abort Gime after the engagement com- 
menced tt became so dense, that the English comman- 
der wae scarcely able to sco hus ships ahead or astern, 
by which Be was prevented from followmg up hus ad- 
‘vantage. ‘Lhus, 2m all probability, sured the enemy from 
total defeat, As it was, Sir Robat did not judge it 
Prudent to hasard his lest under such crrcumstances; 
‘and afraud perhaps of rusling the advantage he had al- 
ready scqmed, be broaght-te, m, order © cover bis 
prises Tha French and Spaoiwh fleet could have re- 
newed the engagement, dunng the two days that fol- 
Jowed, having the advantage of the windward, and the 
Briush repeatedly, by haubng on the wind, meted them 
to the canfiict, but thas M. Villenoure as constantly de- 
chned. On the 2th the wind chauged, by which the 
Britush had the weather gago; but Six Robert Calder not 
thinking st advwable to astume offensive measures, tho 
two hostile fleete separated. 

The vice admural was not oply conscious that he had 
done hus daty in ths effaur, but also mented the appro- 
bation of hws coantry. He bad kept the sea with a very 
madequate force, instead of returning mito port; be had 
aucossefally blockaded a greatly superior Reet for nearly 
five months, and at sea, be had fought a battle, and 
captured two largo ships, under curcumstances where 
mot to be defeated was equal to the honoar of = victory. 
‘The advantage lay oo wholly on lus side that the adver- 
sary, although repeatedly menacing 0 farther tral, bad 
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Becn content to foreso the opportunity, and at last to 
heer off All this was nightly appreciated by bis com- 
amander m chief, lord Cornwalhs, who sent him back to 
Ferrol ov the 17th with twenty aml of the Ime But 
unfortunately a different estimate of these circumstances 
was formed at home The nation had lately bee pem- 
pered with naval victoties, the lords of the sdonralty 
imarmured, and because the enemy had not been com- 
pletely worsted, it was alleged thit the honour of the 
Brush flag had been sullied Bitter repreventabona 
to this effict were set forth m the public prints, and 
whea these reached the vice admural, their effects upon 
Jus bevourable spint may be eanly imagined He am- 
mediately demanded a public tral from the lords of the 
admiralty, and im spite of the schcitations of Nelson, 
who bdesought hrm to remain, apd share 10 those ap- 
Proaching triumphs of the fleet by which every calutnny 
‘would be refuted, he returned to Spithead in the Prince 
of Wales on board of which » court marhal eaembled 
on the 23rd of December, 1805 

‘After the witnesses in bebalf of the prosecution had 
teen exammed, Sir Robert proceeded to defend himself 
am a speech of calm, mmple persuasiveness He repre~ 
sented to the court that circumstances mght occur in 
which it would be rmprudent to continue the engago- 
nt, after % Brivsh fleet bad been laid xn sight of the 
enemy Such had heen the case with earl Howe, on the 
Ist of June, 1794, such with che earl of St Vincent, om 
the 27th of Februazy, 1707 These great and justly popu 
Jar commanders bad forborne to rencw the engagement, 
‘and nove bad called the propricty of then measures m 
question Although his victory had not been 80 completo 
as theirs, yet he had adopted their caution, because mn- 
Perioas uecesmty required it The Ferrol and Rochfnt 
squadrons were supposed, at the time, to be at wea, and 
connsted of twenty sail of the Ime might easily 
have come up to the atnutance of the enemys fleet, 
aheady much superior to hus own At all evonts, had 
he been dusablea from returoing to the blockade of Fer- 
rol, these squadrons might have pushed out for Ireland, 
‘or even for England, and thus have fecikstated tbe long- 
expected iavamon of cur country The preserraton of 
hus ficet, therefore, upon whuh the prevention of thus 
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anvason probably depended, made it unadvisble to risk 
at by a renewal of the aon But had be made even 
the utmost efforts to renew the combat, there were such 
auficulses in his way as would have mode the expers 
ment hasardons, (not umpracneable | At day break, on 
‘the morning after the battle, wn spite of all hus end 

te Koop che Sect together, to be 1a readiness for a freak 
attack, he found that he was eight or mme sules to lee- 
ward, several of his ships were entirely out of sight, 
and many of them were so damaged that they could not 
earry sufficient oul to windward, to bear up against the 
enemy In this case bo bed adopted the only alterna- 
tre by which he could movt effectually baffle their hos- 
tulo purposes Beleving that the olyect of WM Villeneuve 
ras to reach Perrol, and effect a yunctzon with the French 
fleet Lying there, le had resolved to prevent thus by 
throwing himself between the enemy snd that port, 
‘whith be bad done for two days under an easy saul All 
thu ome be had nertber offered nor declined an eogare 
mont, and when they seemed to offer butte, he had hauled 
‘up his wind for the purpose of recerving ther Even 
when the wind bad changed io hus favour on the Sth, 
wt chiefly conauted of hght breezes, there was « conm~ 
dorable swell of the sea and the enemy were st such & 
dutance, that 1t was very doubtful it he could have over 
taken them These were the chief crrcumstances which 
the vice admarral adduced in tne defence, at the end of 
‘which be mdigvantly complained of the imyary done to 
Tumeelf and hu brave companions after the victory they 
had gruned, and the unworthy mavaer m which bis dis 
patches bad beau matilated, and raaterial porhons of 
them suppressed, by which the difficulues of hu ntua 
tion bad been concealed, and the public feelmg excited 
ayarnet him fn apite of his eloquence, and the yuatice 
of Jus representations, the court, on the 26th of Decem- 
Der 1805, pronounced the following sentence —' The 
court wel oprnioe, that the change of aot having dous 
Yas ntmost to renew the engagement, and to taki 
destroy every ship of the enemy, bas been proved 4 
the said vice admural Sir Robert Calder , that at appears 
that hw conduct has not been actuated either by cow- 
ardice or dusaffection, but bas arson solely from error 10 
judgment, and 1 ingbly consurable, and doth adjadge 
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hum to be soverely reprimanded, and the sad 1sce-nd- 
sural, Sir Robert Calder, 15 hereby seversly reprrmanded 
accordingly? 

‘Amidst ths classcal mama of the French repobhe at 
‘this period, at was the fashion to compare itself to an~ 
ctent Rome, and England to Carthage. Without pausing 
to expose the vanity of the former part of the compan 
tom, or the injustcs of the latter, it most be confessed 
that 1m one pot at toast the Bogluh too much resem- 
Wed the Carthagimans. When this commercial people 
‘kad sustained axy heavy duscomfiture, the unlucky com 
mander wan almost certun to beoome a vicum, and 
‘when he returned to Carthage, at was with the prospect 
‘of being either cracified by a verdict of the judges, or 
‘torn in pieces by the zage of the mob Bat even im their 
‘wildest moods of condemnation we do not find that they 
punuwshed those leaders who fought ther battles bravely, 
and sustained no defeat this refinement was reserved 
for the days of Matthews, Byng, and Calder. After such 
examples, a British adwiral, be the difficaltes of his 
mfuation ‘what they may, must not dare to deny, or 
even doubt, the oampotence of an Englush fleet. He 
‘most bear up ageinst every odds, sud Le victorions over 
every obstacle, whether of men cr eletents. Bhould 
however a fechog of humamty vaduce hsm to have com~ 
‘paaon upon bis gallant followers, 00 as to withdraw 
them from an unequal atrife and certam destraction, be 
‘ust then remember that condemmation and disgrace 
are the only rewards that await lis pradence and can- 
aderateness This penJous expersment, to which our fleets 
are doomed, canuct always continue to be aacoceafal 
and a period niay come when some 
yathering stall from defeat, 

ay pat the arrogance of our naval calculations 
most bitterly to shame Should such « period arrive, our 
national Jove of courts marnal wall then ba remembered , 
and the lors and degradation will be coupled with the 
convichon that all this 1s nothing more than the necessary 
result of om own vanity and mjunes 

‘The sentence pronoumed against Sir Robert Calder 
aid not at all prove popular, for st was the first tuma in 
the sanals of our naval warfare, that a commander who 
had engaged a aupercr fleet, and taken two of the 
enemy's lune of battle shine, withost losing a sinyle sail 
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‘of hws own, bad been ‘severely reprimanded.” Mr. Yorke, 
when firs lord of the adunralty, m 1810, considered that 
Bu Robert hed been vory berdly dealt with, and that 
‘big faxtbfal services had been ill requited by hus country. 
He therefore, greatly to his honour, and in the kindest 
manner, offered to the veteran edmral the command at 
Plymouth, whith was gladly accepted by Sur Robert as 
‘= profesmonal acknowledgment thet he was not un- 
‘worthy to hold an amportant command This honourable 
eppontment he filled for the uaaal period of three years; 
and opti! the fume of tus death be continued to expe: 
ence the greatest respect and attention, not only on the 
part of the admuralty, but from persons of all ranks 
and degrees. The hardship of hus case was also men- 
‘toned in parhament by two distinguubed noblemen, the 
@uke of Norfolk and the earl of Romney, and hai he 
‘not been restored to the service, bis dugiace would 
have reflected duecredit on the gratitude and justice of 
‘the maton 

Ha died at Holt, near Bshop’s Waltham, 10 the county 
of Hunts, on the slat of August, 1818, 1n the seventy= 
fourth year of hus age, leaving a mumerour circle of 
frends to lament bus desth acd ul-fortane. Hue vie- 
tory would have geined bm a peerage in 1705, but » 
fow years of successful warfare had taught the country 
to expect more, and the triumph at Trafelgar, which 
‘quokly followed, feft all other sea fight in the shade 
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HORATIO NELSON, 


2ORD NELSON, VISCOUNT NELSON OF THE NILE, 
AND DUKE OF BRONTE, IN SICILY. 


1758-1805 


‘Tus lumts of this work have only allowed a selection of 
the most dwtmgwahed of the commanders who have 
‘mazntamed the naval supremacy of England to the pre- 
sent time Vanous modificahons of commendation have 
‘been employed an succesmon to demgnate their genera? 
character In the present mstance no mustake con bo 
manda The name of Nelson stands alove He 1s aduut~ 
ted by common consent to have been the greatest naval 
commander of tus own or any other age 

‘Ho was the foarth son of the Rev Edmund Nelson, 
rector of Burnham Thorpe, in the county of Norfolk, and 
Catharine, daughter of Dr Maurie Suckling, prebendary 
of Westminster, whose grandmother was mster to Sit 
Robert Walpole, earl of Orford. He was born on the 
‘3th of September, 1758, 1n the parsonage house of Burn 
‘hum Thorpe, avd received the pame of Horatio from the 
then earl of Orford, who was his godfather At & pro- 
er age be wad aent to the Ingh school of Norwich, from 
‘whence he was removed to North Walsham, but be did 
‘not remain long at school, for when at home denng the 
Christmas holidays, m 1770, he read 1m a country nows- 
‘paper that his uncle captam Maurice Suckling was 
ponted to the Reasonable, of 64 guns Upon which ho 
md to his brother Wilham (the inte earl Nelson) who 
‘was about ssventeen months older than himself, ‘ Do write 
to my father at Bath, and tell him that I ahould like to 
go with uncle Maunce to sea’ Hus fathor was then a 
widower, and bad gone to Bath for the recovery of hw 
health bu circimstances were stratened, and as he 
had no prospect of smproving them, be did not oppose the 
with of hus son, who he knew was demrous to be em= 
ployed sons to provide for bumself Captara Suckling was 
aocordingly written to, and m bis answer inquired, ‘ What 
‘had poor Horatio done, who was so weak, that he above 
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All the rest should be sout to rough if out at sent But let 
jum come, and the first time we go mto acta, a cannon 
ball may ‘knock off hus head, and provide for hum ot 
once’ Suck were the domests wncadents which decided 
the profession of Nelson. 

Barly im the spring of 1771, bus father’s servant arrived 
at bss school at North Walsham, with the expected sum- 
yons for Herate to yan bis skp. The paring from ins 
brother Wilham who had been 20 many years hs play- 
‘mate and bed-fellow, was 2 painful effort, and was the 
‘begwammg of the many privadons to which the saslor us 
‘exposed He accompensed bus father to London, and was 
sent from thence by the stage to Chatham to youn the 
Reasonable, then lying in the Medway 

‘Toe Ressonable having been commismoned on account 
of the dispute with Spar respecting the Palkland Islands, 
was paid off when these differences were accommodated , 
and in May captain Suckling was appointed to the Tri- 
.orph, of 74 guns, stationed as a guard ship im the Medway. 
‘Thas was copndered as too macnve a ble fur « boy, and 
he was sent a voyage to the West Indes 1m a merchant 
abyp commanded by Mr.Jobp Rathbone, an excollent sea 
man, who bad served as masters’ mate with captain Sock 
lung, during the former wer, 19 the Dreadnought On his 
return home in July, 177%, he wae again received by his 
uncle on board the Trimmph. But from the kindly treat 
ment which be hed recerved from bis uncle’s friend, be 
cams beck « practical seaman, with a horror of the royal 
navy, and with « saying then constant with seamen, 
+ Aft the most honowr, forward the better man! Tors 
duhike to the nary covtiaued for some weeks, and was 
‘only overcome by hua uncle protauing him‘ that sf he at 
tended well to his navigation, he should go in the outter 
and decked long boat winch was attached to the com- 
manding officer’s ahup at Chatham’ Thus he became a 
good pilot for vessels of that descripbon, from Chatham 
to the Tor and down the Swim Channel to the North 
Foreland, and acquired a confidence among the rocks and 
sands of which he often felt the value 

‘Nelson had not been many months on board the Trramph 
when du love of enterprise was excited, from heanng 
that two ships were String oat for a voyage of ducovery 
to the North Pole, n consequence of an apphestion from 
the Royal Sousty The conduct of this voyage was given 
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to the honourable captain Phipps (afterwards lond Mul- 
grave), and the Racehorse and Carcass bombs, as bong, 
the strongest sort of vesecle, wore fitted im the most com 
plete manner for the undertaking. 

‘The commanding offcer’s skup was the Racshorse, and 
the Gaicass, 22 which Nelson aavled aa the captain 8 cox~ 
warn, was given to captain Skeffingtoo 
‘expedinon sailed from the Nore on the ath of June, 1773, 
and after having been exposed to many dangers mm the 
Nortbera Seas, returned to Bugland im the October tol- 
lowing, when the shups were paid of Admiral Lutwidge 
has related the following adventure which occurred on, 
tins occeson, and winch marked the fal attention of 
hw gallant coxswain Young Nelson and 
mate, to whom he had become attacl 
from the ahup one mght during the mid-watch, to goin 

Jh of a boar The clearness of the mght in those 
high latitades rendered xt dificult for them to get away 
from the abip unobserved , bat to prevent detection they 
took. advantage of a nang fog, and set ont armod with a 
rusty musket It was not long before they were missed, 
and se the fog bad come on very thick, the anxuety of the 
captain and his officers woe very great Between three and 
tour 1n the morning the mist somewhat duspersed, and the 
hunters ware observed at = comnderable dutance attack. 
ang s bear The ngual was snstantly made for thetr re 
‘tarn,, bot t was in vain that Nelson's companion urged 
hum to obey it He was at that trme divided by a chasm 
1m the xe from hu shaggy antagomut, which probably 
saved his fe, for the musket fieshed in the pan, and 
‘the amesumton was expended ‘ Never ming,’ he cned, 
‘do but let me get a blow at thus devil with the butt end 
‘of my masket, and we shell have hun’ Hzs compamon 
finding that entreaty was in vaun, reyouned the shrp The 
‘captain seeing the young man’s danger, ordered a guts to 
bo fired to terrify tha enraged amuma) this had the de 

























consequences of bus trespass The captam could not but 
admsre bis daring duspantion, but he was obliged to re 
primaod him sternly for bis reshuess, anid for having 
withdrawn from the ship without leave he desired to 
‘know what motive he had for such conduct Nelson, 
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‘much affected by ths reprimand replied, * Bir, I wushed 
to kill the boar, that Uamght carry tts skin to my father 
On hua return from Greenland, be wes placed by hi 
‘uncle with captain Parmer, in the Seahorse, of 20 gu 
then going out to the Kast Indies to the squadron under 
Sur Edward Hoghes He was stationed in the fore cop 
at watch and ward, as xt 1s tormed, and his exemplary 
conduct 4oon attrarted the attention of the master (after 
‘wards captain Surndge) 2 whore wateh he was This 
officer having observed bis steady attention to bis duty 
durmmg a long voyage, tecommended Ins to the parts 
cular notice of the captain, who then placed kim upon 
the quarte: deck, and rated him as a midshy 
ko ad thus obtamned Ins first step to cank, 














4 
watoh to tuck the ship, which be performed like a 
rough seaman, and gave bis orders with all the autho 
nty of wbeutenant. His appearance at the ume was 
that of a boy with @ flond countenance, rather stout end 
athlehc, but unfortunately when he bad been above 
exghtoen months in Lodia he caught a mahgnant dscasa, 
which nearly baftled the power of medicine He was 
thus not only reduced to a mere skeleton, but for some 

turely loat che use of hus lumbs, and of it had not 
been for the kindness of captain Pugot, who bought hum 
homo m the Dolphin, his xpunt would have been thus 
early extinguwhed During bus continuance im the Bea 
tee, no person of his years ever paid mors attention to 














On hw return to England, he found hu uncle, captam 
Suckling, bad been made comptrotier of the navy and 
99 bus Lealth was much improved, he was immedi 
ately appmnted by admiral Sir Jemes Douglas to act as 
fourth heutenant of the Worcester, of C4 guns, captmo 
Mark Rotunsow, then on the pant of salng with a con 
voy ta Gibraltar Soon after bus retarm, on the Sth of 
Apa, 1777, be passed but examunatione, and wae oon 
fired 10 lus rank of eatenant His uncle, ceptun 
Sucking, sat at the head of the board on that occasion, 
Lut purposely coucealed bus relaponship from the ex 
auunrog captains, until they bad expressed themselves 
Iighly pleased with the prompt and aatsfactory auswers 
winch lad bees given tothen questions He then mtro- 
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duced him to them as his nephew They exprewed their 
murpnie thst be had not informed them of this sele 
tionship before ‘No,’ he rephed, <1 did not wih the 
‘youpker to be favoured f felt convinced that he would. 
Pass a good examination, and I have not been disap 
pomted’ The next day Nelson received bis commanon 
‘as second heutenant of the Lowestoffe fngate of 32 guns, 
captun Wulram Locker, then fitting out for Jamaica 
‘The Lowestofte <4 for the West Indies on the 16th 
of May, wad arrived at Barbadocs on the 4th of July, 
and was erployed ay a cruwer against the Awercan and 
Franch proateers which were then committing great 
depredatons upon the merchant chips Rven a frigate 
‘was rot sufficiently actye for Neleov, and he repeatodly 
got apporoted to the ovmmand of one of the Lowestotis = 
tenders During one of thanr ormsca the Lowestotfe cap- 
tured am American letter of marque 3t was blowing a 
gale, and a heary sea running The first lieutenant war 
ordered to hoard the prise, and went below to put on his 
anger, but st beng muslaid, somo delay was ocoastoned, 
In the mean time, the captain being extremely anxious 
that the prise should be ipstantly taken 1 charge, and, 

boat, which was waitng nlongmd 

smped, frow the heavy sex that was ru 
avg, be exclumed with some degree of impatience, 
«Have I no officer in the ship who can board the prize? 
‘Nelson, with his asual sense of propriety, still warted for 
the return of the first Leutenant, but on bearing the 
‘master volunteer his serrives, he immediately hastened 
to the gangway, aud getting wto the boat saad, ‘Ita my 
turn vow, and sf 1 come back st 2 yours’ The Amer- 
can ventel was 80 complotely wate:-log sed from having 
carried @ heavy press of sa2), chat Nelson » boat went m 
on deck, and out agam with the scad When be at 
length got on board, he was long separated from the 
Lowestoffe by the gale, and for some time bus captain 
tele very uneasy for hiv safety 

‘The wi health of captain Locker rendering st doubtful 
that he would be able to enjoy the henefit of the ap- 
prosching war with France, he recommended Nelson, 
for whom he bad formed a paternal affection, m the 
warmest manner, to admiral Sir Peter Parker, who 
ind succeeded to the command on the station Ac- 
cordingly, 2 July, 1278, be was appointed by bur Peter 
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third lieutenant of the Bristol, bis flagship; and rie 
ing from this in regular rotation to be first, he was 
shortly afterwards promoted to the command of the 
Badger sloop of war. His employment whilo in this 
vomel was cruising in the bay of Honduras, for the 

ion of the British commerce in thst quarter. 
‘On the Lith of June, 1770, at the age of twenty-one, 
‘was advanced to the rank of post-captain, and at 
‘tame time appointed to the command of the Hinchin- 
‘brvoke, of 20 guns. When the island of Jamaica sppre- 
dhended an attack from the French fleet under count 
@’Estaing, captain Nelson was appointed to the important 
command of the batteries which defend Port Hoyal 
Early in the © 
safety of Jamaica 
planned against the Spanish scttloments situate on the 
river Bt. John, inthe gulfof Mexico, Captain Nelson com- 
manded the naval partof the expedition, and not contant 
with coldly falélling what the strict tenor of his instruc- 
tions required, he gallantly volunteered his services, and 
very woaterially assisted at the capture of fort St. Juan, 
Captain (afterwards major) Polson, the commanding 
Ofloer of the land forces, pays the following kandaome 
tribute to hie conduct, in his public dispatohes:—* I 
want words to axpross'the obligation I ove to captain 
Nelson; he was the first on every service, whether by 
Gay or night; and there was scarcely a gun fred but 
what wae pointed by him, ar eatenant Despard, chief 


‘The fatigue muffered by captain Nelson in this expedi- 
tion, and the unwholesomenese of the climate, 20 im- 
pairod his health, that he was obliged to retere to 
England at the close of the year, He remained at 
‘Bath in so helpless 4 state, thet he was obliged to be 
carried to and from bis bed; and the act of moving him 
produced tho most violent pain. In three months he 
sufficiently recovered his health to solicit commend, 
when, in the month of August, 1781, he was appointed 
to the Albemarle, of 26 guns, He remsined during the 
winter in the North Sea; and the following spring was 
sent with m convoy to Newfoundland. During bis frat 
cruise on this station ha captured = fehing schooner, 
‘which contained in her cargo nearly all the property 
tant ber mastor pawessed, and the poor fellow bad a 
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large family anxiously expecting bis retarn. Nelson 
employed him as a pilot in Boston Bay, then restored 
him tha schooner and cargo, aud gave him a certificate 
to eccure him againet being ceptured by any other ves~ 
scl. The man came off afterwards to the Albemarle, 
at the hesard of his life, with a present of sheep, poultry, 
14 fresh provisions; for the scurry was raging on 
board: this was in the middle of August, and the ship's 
company bad not had a fresh meal sinca the beginnin, 
of April, The certificate was preserved at Boston in 
memory of an wmwal act of generosity, and is now 
Tegarded es a relic, He bad a narrow escape upon this 
cxnise. The Albemarle was chased by four French sa:l 
of the line and a frigate, which had come out of Boston 
harbour, Finding that the enemy gained upon him, he 
pushed for St. George's baok, in hopes of entangling 
his pursuers among the ehoals, or of inducing them to 
doaist from the chase. The line of battle ships soon short. 
med sail, but the frigate continaed to pursue him till 
‘nearly the close of the day, when being almost within 
gun shot of the Albemarle, captain Nelson ordered bis 
ship to be hove-to, for the purpose of engaging the 
enemy. The Frenchman, dismayed by the firmness 
shown by his opponent, though considerably superior im 
force, declined the contest, and, hauling his wind, re- 
joined the line of battle ships. 

Captain Neleon continued actively employed during 
the remainder of the American war, but bad no oppor- 
tunity to distinguish himself. On the concinsion of 
peace, he attended his royal highuess prince William 
Henry (the late William L¥.), on a visit paid by him to 
the governor of the Havannal; fre thence he returned 
to England, and was paid off sbont the end of Jaly, 

On thia cocasion, in writing to a friend, be sald, 

closed the war withont a fortune, Dut there is not a 
apeck in my cheracter. True bonour I hope predom!- 
mates in wy mind far above riches.” He aid not apply 
for a ship, because he was not wealthy enough to live 
on board In the manner which was then customary, 
Finding it pradent to economize on his balfpay, he 
‘went to France, and took lodgings at St. Omer’s, whero 
he continued long enough to fall in love with tha 
daughter of Mr, Andrews, an Buglish clorgyman. But 
in consequence of his limited income he thought it 
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prudent to break off the connexion The self-constrant 
‘which he exercised in subduing this attachment mado 
hun denrous to be at sea He repaired to London, and 
ou vintng lord Howe at the admiralty, be wa asked 
af he wished to be employed He made answer that be 
hd Accordvogly, m March, 1784, he was appointed 
to the Boreas frgate, of 24 guns, then ontered to the 
Leaward Island stanon, aa a cruser on the peace ext 
uehment, In ths service he acted with great sprit 
and energy mm preventing the Amencane from trading 
with our ulands, under the pretext that ther ships 
were Britwh registered, which merely applied to them 
Previous to the separation from the mother country. 
He remained on thus wtation fill June, 1787, when the cus~ 
tomary term of service beng expired he returned home 
In the preceding March he had married Mrs Frances 
Herbert Nesbit, a young widow of property 1m the sslond 
of Nevis, prince William Henry, who then served os 
captain of the Pegasus on the same stanon, honow. 
the nepbals with koe pressnce, and gure ewsy th 
le 

From thus penod until the war of the French rero- 
lation, captain Nelson hyed in retirement, at the par- 
souage house of Rarnham Thorpe, which his father gave 
lum ssa residence On the commencement of bos- 
‘tahtes with France, 1 1703, he was appointed to the 
Agamemnon, 64, and soon after sailing to the Mediter- 
Faneao jowed the fleet under the command of lord 
Hoot He served at Toulon, and from thence he was 
sont to Naples with dwpatches to Sir Witham Hamil- 
ton, our envoy at that court It was on thi occasion 
that tus acquaintance avith Indy Hamikon began, which 
afterwards led to curcomstances unfavourable to his 
Feputabon and to hus domestic peace Early tu 1704 
he commanded a detachment of seamen on shore at tho 
capture of Basta and Calvi, in the island of Cornea, sad 
the success which was obtained wos principally owing 
to the extraordimary exertions of the seamen and the 
sk:ifal_ management of the battenes under the direc- 
ton of Nelson At the nege of Calva ho had the ms 
fortune to losa the sight of Ins ight eye, & cannon 
hall having struck the ground near the spot where he 
etood, and driven some paticks of sand into it After 
the fall of Caln, lus vertices were, by a strange omission, 
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altogether overlooked, and hut name was not even men- 
Goued 1 the hut of wounded Thus led him to feel that 
hip was noglected, but the omanon did not arwe from 
any fault of the admiral, for he, m justice to bus inde- 
fangeble exertions, sent bome Neleon’s journal of the 
niege, that they might be fully mnderstood. It wax the 
fault of the admumstration of the day. Of hus services 
on these occasions he states, ‘One hundred and ten 
days 1 have been actively engaged at eon und on shore 
agamst the enemy, three actions agamst ships, two 
agunst Bastia mm my shup, four boat actions, two villages 
taken, and twelve sail of vessels burut I have had the 
comfort to be always applauded by my commander-in- 
chief, bat never to be rewarded, and, what u more 
mortifying, for services mn whach J bave been wounded 
others have been prased, who at the same time were 
actually 1m bed, far from the scene of action. They have 
pot done me juatue But never mind—I'l bave a ga 
xette of my own’ How amply was thas presentment of 
slory realized! 
Lord Hood had now returned to England, and the 
chief m the Mediterranean devolved on 
was 
saperior to that of the Engluh, and it was ordered to 
leave Toulon with express in)unctions to seek the Engiush 
fleet and engage st. Admural Hotham received tlas in- 
formatian at Leghorn, and sailed :mmedsately 1 search 
ofthe enemy He had with him fourteen sail of the ino 
and one Neapohtan 74, but bis slope were only half 
manned, contaimag 7650 men, whereas the French 
fleet consisted of seventeen ships of the Ime, with 
wateniled for the re conquest of Cormca The 
im aught of each other on the 13th of March, 
the French sdmural had not the same conf- 
dance m bus aupenority as kus government. He there- 
fore allowed lumself to be chased, and by superior sul 
aug be was able to avoid a general action. In the chase, 
the Ca Ira, 84, carned away ber mam and fore-top-masts, 
and 1n Gus state was attacked by the Inconstant fisgate . 
‘Dut the latter recetved no much damage that she was 
obliged to leave her. Soon afterwards » fngate took the 
Gn ira 1 tow, and two ships of the line kept about gun- 
shot dustance on het weather bow The Azaimemmon, cap- 
‘tam Nelson, stood towards her, having no ship of the Ime 
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to support hee within several miles asahe drew near, the 
Ga Ira fired her stern guns so truly that not a abot mised 
some part of the shsp, and latterly the masts were strack 
by every shot It was Nelson’s mtenbon not to fire 
until he gut alongude, but seemg the unposatnhty of 
‘beung supported, and the certaunty of beng severely out 
up if the Agameranon’s masta were duebled, be altered 
hus plan, and resclved to fire so soon as be had a chance 











heim to be pat a starboard, and the driver and after- 
ails to be bresled up and shivered, and as the ship fell 
off, gave the enemy her whole brosdade They i- 
santly traced up the sfter yards, put the belm a port, 
and stood after ber agen This mancavre he prac- 
tued for two hours and ® quarter, never allowing the 
Oa Ira to got & single gun from either mde to bear on 


bu 





‘and when the French fired their after-gans now, 
as no longer with coolness and precision, for every 
ot went far aheud By thus tuo the Ca Ira’s sails 
were hanging in tatters, her mizen-topmast, mizen-top 
want, and cross-jock yards, shot away But the frigate 
‘which had her m tow hove 1m stays, and got her round. 
Both these French ships now brought thetr guns to bear, 
und opened ther fre. The Agamemnon passed them 
within half-putol shot, bet almost every shot passed 
over her, for the French had elevated ther guns for 
Austant firing, and neglected to alter the elevation As 
toon a4 tha Agamerinon's after guns ceased to bear, 
che hove in stays, Keeping a constant fire aa sho came 
round, ‘and being worked,’ said Nelson, ‘ with o¢ much 
‘exoctness, es af she had been going anto Bpithesd’ On 
getung round be saw that the Sans Calottes, of 190 guns, 
‘which bad wore with many of the enemy's ships, was 
under hus lee bow, and standing to leeward The Eng- 
lush admural at the same tue made the signal for the 
van sbrpe ¢o jom tum Upon thu Nelson bore away, 
end the enemy having saved ther ship, hauled close to 
the wind, and opened upon hum a dutant and meffectuat 
fire Tn thu comtest 2t 1 remarkable that only saven of 
the Agamemnon’s men were wounded, wiulst the Ca 
Ira Jost Le men, and was so cat xp that sbe could not 
‘wet a topmnast aloft duhing the mght 

4s daybght on the following morning, the French 
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fect was observed about fire mites distant the Ca 
Ira, 84, and the Conscur, of 74, which had ber m tow, 
had fallen @ leeward, which afforded a very probable 
chance of cuttng them off, the proper measures were 
immediately taken, and as the French adwural attempted 
to save them, a partal action waa brought on The A, 
memmon became agein engaged with her yesterday « 
antagomut, but she bad to fight on both sides the slip at 
the same time Tho Ca Ira and the Conseur fought 
‘most gallantly, the first lost early 309 men, in addition 
to her former loss the lost 350 men Both at leusth 
strock, and Ueutenant Androws, brother to the lady to 
whom 'Neleon had become attached an France, bad the 
honour to howt Englsh colours on board chem both 
‘Nelson wished to have followed up the advantage which 
ho bad gained, but admiral Hotham rephed, ‘We must 
be content, wa have done very well ’—‘ Now,’ omd Nel 
vou, ‘had we taken ten sail, and allowed tho eleventh 
to escape when it had been possible to have got at her, 
T could called st well done’ On this occa 
on Neloon was dissatised with bis admiral, and thus 
writes to hus wife ‘Sure I am, had I commanded on the 
1ath, that either the whole French fleet would hive 
graced my triumph, or I should bave been in a con= 
founded scrape 

Nelon s next service was to co operate with the Aus 
‘ian and Sardimian armies 12 1ewsting the progross of 
the French army m the Riviera di Genoa Ho sailed 
from St Fiorenzo on this destination on the 4th of July, 
‘with a small squadron of fier slups of war, and fell in, 
off Cape del Mele, with the enemys fleet, whuxh ume 
dhately gave lus squadion chare The chave lasted twenty 
four hours, and owing to the fickleness of the wind the 
Entuh ships were sometimes hard pressed, but the su 
enor skilt of Nelecu evabled Inm to baflle them, and to 
‘rejoin the fleet at St Fiorenz0, whuch was im tho midut 
of waterng and refitting, and was unavle to put out to 
Iw asmstance for seven hocrs Admural Hotbam then 
an bys turn went m chase of the French fleet, and hay 
ing sought rt for four days came 1 sight of 1t on the fifth 
Batting winds and vexatious calms, so common m the 
‘Mediterranean, rendered it mmpossible to close with them, 
only a paral action could be brought on, and then the 
frag made perfect calm One shipof 74 gas strack, 
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tout before she could be taken possession af ahe took fre, 
and po sapid waa the conflagration, from some combusti- 
‘SMles on board, that the bull, masts, and suls, all ecemed 
to take fire at the same instant The whole of those on 
board persbed except about 200 
Nelson then proceeded to Genoa with eight suit of fri- 
‘gates under his cowtnand for the purpose of patnng an 
‘anure stop to all trade between Genes, France, and the 
laces occupied by the French troops, and te co-operate 
‘with the army opposed to them = The tronts of our work 
ara insaficient for even a brief recepitulstion of the 
‘various exploits im which ths great wan was concerned. 
Ber ready tw step forward wben any service of diftculty 
or danger was to be performed, he scoured the const of 
Italy with his amat] squadron, and cut cut or destroyed 
miua ships of war belunging to the Prench m the bays 
of Alfano and Lavgusia, in the nexgubourhoed of Vado 
‘When it be ‘necessary to evacuate Cormcs, and 
roy (bir Gilbert Ethott, afterwardy lord Minto) 
thought proper to seize on the iste of Etba, captan Nel- 
splayed on that service Having effected 
placed the Captain, of 74 guns, within 
pustol-sbot of the gracd bastion, which he would bave 
Attacked, but the Kovernor consented to # capitulation, 
aud the town of Porto Ferrayo ith 100 preces of cannon 
‘Wan mmediately surrendered Ln August, 1796, Nelson 
recoited but appoiuement ax commodore with a caytun 
under bm, and in December he was ordered to botst 
hin broad pendant on board La Minerre, # fingate of 32 
guns, and to take the Bianche uoder bu command, and 
with them proceed to Porto Ferrayo, to couvoy the troopa 
and stores that had been landed there to Gibraltar and 
Issbon. On bis passage the commodore, dunng the 
anght of the 19th, fell in with two large Bpanub fr. 
gates The commanding ship carried poep-lghs, and 
‘was ummediately attacked by the fallant Nelson, 
we the sue time. directed’ the Blanche to exyage 
her consort. The encounter between the commodore 
and ins antagonast commenced abvut forty minutes past 
Yam at might, end after a spirited contest, which oon 
tenued early three hours, the enemy was compelled 10 
surrender, having bad 164 men kiiled and wounded The 
price was camed the Sabtsa, 8 frigate of 20 guns, com- 
manded by D Jeccbo Stuart, « descendant of the creat 
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dake of Berwick. He fought bw ship with eo much 
bravery, that be was the only sarniving offices, and he 
had hardly been conveyed on board the Mmmerve, when 
another enemy's frigate came up, compelled ber to cast 
‘Off the prise, and bronght her a second tme to acton 
After half an hosr’s mal of strength, ths new anta- 
avled off, but a Spanuh squadron 
of two ahrps of the Lme snd two frigates came 1 might 
‘The Blanche, from which the Ceres get off, was 
far to windward, and the Mimerre escaped only by 
the anxwty of the enemy to recover their own ships 
As soon as Nelaon resched Porto Ferrayo he seot hus 
pruoner im a flag of trace to Carthagena, having retursed 
‘hum has sword, this he did m honour of the gallantry 
which D Jncubo had duplayed, and not without some 
feeling of reapect for his ancestry ‘I folt at,’ sad he, 
‘consonant to the dgnity of my country, and I always 
act as I feel right, without regard to custom be waare 
puted the dent officer 1m Spain, and hus men were worthy 
‘of such a commander’ By the same fing of truce be 
sent back all the Spanish preoners at Porto Ferrajo, 
and im exchange he received hus own men who hed been 
taken in the prise 

‘When employed upon the above service his spirit 
‘were sauch depressed by tho fear that x general schon 
would take place before be could jorm the ficet At length 
‘he sailed from Porto Ferrajo, the 2%h of January, 1797, 
with a convoy for Gibraltar, and heving reached that 
Place, on the 10th of February, he proceeded to the 
‘westward in search of the admiral Off the mouth of the 
strants he fell in with the Spams fleet, and was pursued 
‘by two of their ships of the line On the 12th, at tem 
O'clock at mght, he jomed Sir John Jervis, off cape St 
‘Vincent, and commmucated the intelligence of the ap- 
Proach of the enemy Commodore Nelson was then di 
ected to shift hus broad pendant on board the Captamn, 
74, captan RW Maller, upd durmg the mght the 
signal gane of the enemy were heard, when the admiral 
made the signal to preyere for action, and to keep dunng 
the night 1m close order At day-break the enemy were 
an mght The Brinsh fest conmated of fifteen sail of the 
line, foar frigates, a loop, and 2 entter, whilst the Spa- 
inh musabered twenty-seven sal of the ue, with ten 
fingutes and a brig, commanded by D Joseph de Cordova, 
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‘The details of the victory which was obtained on this 
eocemon more property belong to the life of Sir John 
Jerns, bat aa commodore Nelson undoubtedly contri« 
Dated more to that success than any other officer, xt 19 






rn of day on the 14th of Pebraars, 1707, the 
et wan discovered extending fron south-west 
tw south, cape St Vincent bearing eart by north, distant 
eaght leagues, and the weather hasy By half~past ten 
At was ascertained that the enemy had twenty seven ships 
Of the line, and Sit John Jervis soon after oommmumcated 
to the fleet ins intention of cuthag through them Cap- 
tain Trowbridge, 10 the Culloden, 74, was ordered to lead 
the van, and before the enewy could form a regular order 
of battle the Britwsh feet, by carrying « prem of sail, 
game up with them, pamed through the Aeet, then 
tacked, and thus cutoff nine of their ships from the main 
Jody, “The Brineh admiral beving hus floet 1 two lines 
of aasting in vory close order, readily formed st into one 
to complete the mtended movement, as soan as Trow- 
bridge kad succeeded in paanng through the enemy's 
five © hus starboard broainde to the nearest of 
ships as be threw m stays bisexatmple was followed 
by the vas of our feet, and thus the action become nearly 
general by the British ships coming 1n tho anme tack 
‘with the Spanush The nine ships that had been cut off 
sttemptad to form on the larboard tack, e1ther with = 
esis of passrog throagh the Bricsh line, of to lee 
ward of it, end thus reqomung their friends Onty one of 
them eacconded 14 this attempt, and that only hecausa 
was 00 covered with smoke that her intestion was 





























about, took to 
flight, ead dd not appear again i the note fill its 
close” The admiral was now able to direct bus attention 
to the enemy's main body, which was snll saperior in 
number ta bis whole fleet, and greatly so un weight of 


metal At eight minutes past twelve, the signal was made 
for the Meet to tack 1m aceceatuon, and coon after the mg- 
nal was mede for again passing the enemy's line Nelson, 
‘whose station waa m the rear of the Burush line, per- 
ceived that the Spaniards were bearing up before the 
wind, with the witention of wearsng round the rear of our 
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June,and to prevent thes he disobeyed the adumral's ugnal 
without a moments kentaton, and ordered hus abip to 
be wore This at once broaght him ute action with the 
bannesma Trumdeda, 120, the Sun Josef, 112, the Salvador 
del Mundo, (12, the San Nicholas, 64, the San Indro, 74, 
and two others The circumstantial and ammated 
(want of what followed cannot be better expressed than 
by the commodore s letter to the duke of Clarence 
+1 wns smmedsately soured, und most nobly supported, 
wy the Culloden, captain Trowbridge The Spanub fleet 
not wishing, I euppove, t have a decsstve battle, hauled 
tothe wind om the larboard tack, which brought the supa 
abovementioned to be the leswardmost and sternmost 
sbrpe in they fleet For near an bour, I behove (but Edo 
uot pretend to be correct as to me), did the Culloden and 
Captain support this net caly spparently, but really un- 
‘equal contest , when the Blenheim, captain Frederick, m 
passing between as and the enemy, gave us a respite, 
and mekened the Dons At thus ime the Salvador 
‘Mando and San Indro dropped astern, and were fired 
the Excelteat, captain Col- 
San Indro to bout Eng- 
large ship Salvador del 
‘Mando had also struck, bat Collingwood, disdaining the 
parade of taking possesnon of s veoqmshed enemy, most 
gallantly pushed up with every sail set, to save his old 
{rend and measmite, who was to aypearance ins cribcal 
Mate The Blenheim bemg shend, the Culloden crippled 
and astern, the Excellent ranged up witbin twe feat of 
the Ban Nicholas, giving a most tremendous fire. The 
San Nicholas laffing ap, the San Josef fell on board her, 
and the Excellent pasing on for the Sanussma Trin: 
dade, the Captain resamed her station abreast of them, 
and close alongaide At thistime the Captan baving lot 
her fore top mast, not © sail, shroud, nor rope left, ber 
yay, and being incapable of farther ser 
vice 1 the line or chase, I directed captain Miller to put 
the helm starboard, and calling for the boarders, ordered, 
them to board The soldiers of die Oth, with an 
alserity which will ever do thems credit, and heutenant 
Pearson of the sams regunent, were almost the foremost 
ou thus sernicé The first man who yaraped 110 the ene 
imy’s musen chams wae captun Berry, late my first lieu 
tenant. Captain Muller wae ui the act of oing sleo, but 
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1 directed hum ts remsun ; he was supported by eur eprit- 









‘by others a0 fast a0 poonble. I found th 
fastened, and some Spanish officers Sred their pastols , but 
having burst open the doors, the solders fred, and the 


wen into the San Nicholas, I directed my 
brave follows to board the San Sonet, [be knmoelt lead 
ing the way, oxclanmag ‘ Weetmipster Abbey, or vic- 
tory!"} which was done im an imatant , captain Berry as 
ssatipg me nto the mam chains At this moment a Bpa- 
mish officer looked over the quarter deck rei, and saul 
they eurrendered. From thu most welcome sntellyence 
at was not long before I was on the quarter deck, where 
tho Spamsh captain, with « bended kuse, presented mo 
Ins avord, and emia the adwural was dying of bus woands, 
Lasked bio, on his hononr, uf the sbip wes surrendered 
He declared she wan; an which I gave bim my hand, and 











ich ho dad, and om the quarter deck 
of « Spanish first-rate, extravagant as the atory may 
seem, dod I receive the swords af the vanquished Spa- 
‘tuards ; which as I received I gave to William Fearacy, 
‘one of my bargemen, who pat them with the greatest 
gang froid ander bu arm One of my sulors now tooly 
we by the hand, saymg, ‘ke might mot soon have euch 
another place to do 1 1u, and assanng me be was nacet 
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beartiy glad to see me there’ 1 was surrounded by cap- 
tam Berry, heutenant Pearson, Gvth regiment, John 
‘Sykes, John Thompson, Francis Cook, and Wilham Fear 
ney, all old Agamemnons, and several other brave men, 
seamen and soldiera Thus fell thar ships. The Victory 
passing saluted us with three cheers, as dud every ship in 
the fleet Ihe Minerve frigate bemg sent by the admiral 
to my sasustance, I went on board her, and directed cap 
tam Cockburn to hot my pendant and carry me to the 
‘van, and place me on board any of the Line of battle ships 
then engaged, however, before thus could he effected, 
the mgoal being made to wear and discontinue the ac- 
‘aon, went with captain Cockburn on board the Victory, 
‘when the adwural reosved me on the quarter deck, and 
having embraced me, said he could not safficrently thank 
me, and used every kind expression, «buch could not fail 
to gratify me From the Victory I went to the Irrenut- 
able, 74, ceptain G Martin, who was ordered to howt my 
pendant, as my own ship was completely duabled, and 
she waa then taken in tow by the Minerve My brauses 
re now looked at, and found but tnfing, and = fow 
made me as well as ever’ 
the old fashion of counting the ships of 
an epemy’s fleet, and calculating the dispanty of force, 
‘was entirely 1nd anide,and a new era may desad to have 
commenced in the art of war at sea Sir Jobn Jervis ob- 
sorved 10 bis public lettar, ‘ That he knew the shill and 
valour be bad to depend upon, and that the circumstances 
of the war required 2 considerable degree of energy” 
Na trne was therefore loat mi deliberatson , hus enemy 
‘wae in aight, and was to be beaten For such a resolution 
the honour 





















‘Nelson had performed prodigies of valour, and, 
detracung from the glory which was justly due to the 





Of the action fell upon tum, and that the decisive move- 
mont which led to victory was planned and excouted in 
neglect of orders upon hus own judgment and at hus peril. 
‘The achan began about noon and lasted olf nearly five 
o'clock, when the Salvador det Mundo, 112, the Sun Jo- 
nef, 112, the ban Nicholas, #0, and San Indio, 74, were 
taken, With these four ships Nelson waa engaged for 
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some time alone, and twe of them may be said to have 
been taken with kus own hand Twenty-foarof the Cap 
tam‘s men were killed, and ffty mx wounded, 1 fonrth 
part of the loss austained by the wbole squadron falhng 
upon this snp 

‘Aa a reward for the above bniliant exploits, commodore 
Nelson received the order of the Bath, together with » 
gold chain and medal and the city of London voted bray 
tts freedom a agold snuffbox On the 0th of Fobrusry 
he was promoted to be rear-admural of the blag, and im 
‘April was sent up the Mediterranean to bring away the 
‘garnson of Porta Ferrayo After performing this sernice, 
on the 27th of May, he sbvftcd bu flag to the Thesens, 74, 
sppounted to command the amer squadron then 

ads 

An attempt wes made by bim, on the mght of the Srd 
of July, to bombard the town of Cadiz, and be conducted 
chug enterprise with bis urual energy and resoluton The 
‘Tnunder-bomb was placed by bis directions within 2300 
yards of the garruon, and bepen to throw shells with 
Breat precimon but unfortunately the larger mortar was 
soon found to have been so materially ayared from its 
former services, that Sir Horatio was obliged to call it 
off The Spamards dispatched a great nember of gun- 
boats and large armed faunches, to attempt to capture 2¢, 
Dut the Brituh resusted them with such determned bra 
‘Yory, that they were obliged to retire On this occamon, 
the Wommandant of the Spanish fotiia, dou Miguel 
‘Tregoyen, and Sir Horatio were personally engaged The 
former, 8 & galley rowod dy tweoty-sx oars and thirty 
men, made a desperate attack on the Brosh admrral, 
‘who was in bus own barge, manned only with ten berye 
men, captain Freemantle, and hu coxewain John Sykes, 
They fought with therr swords band to hand, and the 
confict was lang and doubtful At length, however, 
eughtaen of yemates were killed, and the Spanuh 
command Il the rest wounded, when the launch 
eorrendered [5 this encounter, Sir Horatio owed Ine 
anfoty to tbe mtrepidity and affection of bin ovaswain 
Bykes, who ‘as woouded mm defending him, as were cap 
tarp Freemantle, who accompanied bim as a voluatesr, 
end several of the boat's crew 

Two mgbt after, auother Lombardment waa at- 
teunpted, with superior success, for the next wering 
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ten sail of the line, including the flag ships of sdanrals 
Maxzaredo and Gravina, were obhiged to warp out of the 
Fange of the shells Lord St Vincent concludes an oc- 
count of these achrevements, in a letter addressed to the 
admuralty, with emphaneally observing, ‘That any praist 
‘of bus would fall short of sdmural Nelson's ments 

‘On the 14th of July, Nelson sailed at the head of an 
expedition to gun posseonon of the wsland of Tenerifie, 
which bed been represented to earl St Vincent as by 
menus 1 2 formidable state of defence (On thu 
occaman the earl allowed Nelson to select auch ships 
and officers as he approved from the feet, when the fol- 
lowing were placed under bus command — 


Rear-ndmiral Neleon 
caeeens~ ‘a4 noe f Beant ROW Miller 
































Culloden 78 Trowbndge 
Zo ce 5 Hood 
Leander 50, Thompeon 
Eola 4 Waller 
Seahorse ” Freemantle 
Torprctone 36” Bowen 





ening: 
1797, aud anchored = few miles to the 
northward of the town ‘Tbe admiral finding st 1mpoe 
able for the abipe to approach sufficiently near the 
town to cannonade st wath effect, determined to und 

Body of 1000 asarsen and marines, under captains Trow 
drdge, Hood, Thompson, Miller, and Waller At 
eleven’ aclock the men were all i the boats, and 
rowed towards the sbore m sx divinons Sir Horano, 
whose gallant spint always led bim to be among the 
foremost where there was glory to be acqmired, accom 
Pamed thew, attended by captams Freemantle and 
Bowen At half past one in the morning the boats had 
reached within balf gun-shot of the mole head undisce- 
vered, when the alarm bells rang, and « most tremen- 
dous fire was opened from one end of the town to the 
ether The Fox cutter on approaching the town received 
a shot under water aud imstandy sank, by whick un- 
fortenate accident her commander and miBety 5x men 
Perubed The migit bemg extremely dark, the bouts 
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were unable to keep together The adumral, however, 
and ¢agtams Thompeon and Freemantle, witb four or 
five bouts, landed at the mole, which they stormed aud 
carried, althoagh defended by between 400 and 500 men, 
and mx %-pounders, which they spiked But so heavy 
2 fire of grape shot ead musquetry was kept up from the 
eftadel und houses at the mole head, that 1t was smpossr 
ble for them to advance In the act of stepping ont of 
the bont, Nelaon receaved a shot through the right elbow, 
and fell His somin law, heutenant (afterwards cap- 
tain) Nesbit, om musung Sas gallant relative, retarned, 
jing hima spescblees, placed Sir Horatio on bis 
14 carried bite to « boat, winch conveyed bim on 
board the Theseus, under @ most tremendous fire from 
the enemy @ batteries 

In the meanwhile, captana Trowkndge, Hood, Miller, 
end Walter, landed with many of the boats « litile to 
‘the southward of the citadel, passing through a violent 
surf, which stove the bosts, and wet all the ammun! 
notwithstanding these dificolues, they scaled 















arnied seamen Having farraed mm the great square of the 


town, captain Trowbridge determined to starm the 
det, Lut, on hus approach, he found it was too strong to 
Fender such an attempt prachcable Seerng the impoe~ 
mbulity of getnng any sesutance from the ships, he dis- 
Patched captain Hood with « message to the governor, to 
propose, ‘that if he sboald be allowed freely avd without 
‘mol «tation te erodark bie people at the mole head, in 
such of the ahipe’ boste a were not atove, and sf the 
governor would provide others to carry off the remain- 
der, the aqaadron before the town would not molest it.’ 
‘The governor replied, that ke thought in thar sitason 
they cught to surrender prisonere of war, but this bang 
peremptorily rected by captain Trowbndge, with 
threat of setung firs t the town, and attaching the 
Spemards sword in band, if his propossls were not ac- 
neded to, the governor thought st predent to comply 
Captain Trowbndge acconiingiy marched t the mole 
head, where boats were provided by the Spamuards to 
carry the poople off to the ships 

Sir Horta returned to Bagiand am the Seahorse, but 
3 was not untsl some mouths after the amputation of bis 
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arm, owing to some matake made x taking up ane of 
the arteries, that he recovered sufficiently for serving 
On th cecamon he went to the clerk of St Geormes 
church, and Seft with him the followmg paper —' 
officer desires to retura thanks to Almighty God for ne 
perfect recovery from a severe wound, and also for the 
toany mercies bestowed apon him December 8, for the 
next Sunday —On his first appearance at court, Ins ma 
Jesty received nm im the most gracious tanner, and 
‘was pleased to eapress regret that the stato of hu health, 
and wounds were likely to deprive the maton of his fu~ 
ture serries On this, the undaunted hero rephed, with 

Il the fire and enthusiasm peculiar to his chara ter, 1 
can never think that « lom which the perfotmance of 
my duty has occamoned, snd so loog as 1 have a foot 
to stand on, ¢ will combat for my king and country 

As tt was proposed about this time to confer pension 
of £1000 per ancum: upon him, as « remuneration for 
hu wounds and services, it becatse necemary, according, 
0 the custom of the navy, that he should give in w dis 
tinct statement of hia claitma In consequence of this, be 
drew up the following paper, which alone, had his ser- 
vices ended here, would bave transmitted bis memory 
‘with unrivalled glory to posternty 

70 THe KING 8 WORT AXCELLPNT MUreTY 
* he memortatof Sir Horatw Netson, K Banda rear 
admtrat tn your Mazesty + fleet 

+ That, during the present war, your memorialst has 
‘been 1m font actions with the Mets of the enemy, vir on 
the 13th and 14th of Msreb, 1795, on the Lath of July, 
2795, and on the 141 of February, 1797, 1a three actions 
with frigates, 10 atx engagements agaist batterioa, 10 
ten actions m boats, employed in cutting out of harbours, 
am destroying vessels, and in taking three towns = Your 
memorialist bas also served ou shore with the army four 
months, and commanded the batteries at the sieges of 
Basta and Calvi: 

‘That during the war bo bas assusted-at the capture of 
seven aml of the line, mx fngates, four corveties, and 
eleven privateers of different mses, and taken and de- 
stroyed near Sfty sail of merchant vessels, and your me- 
‘mormalst has actually been engaged against the enemy 
upwards of ane Aundred and trocaty times 
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«In which service your memorabst has Tost las nigh* 
eyo aud arm, and been severely wounded and brated 11 
ius body All of which services and wounds your me 
morilut most bumbly sabmits to your mayésty’s movt 
gracious consideration 


* October, 173° « HORATIO NELSON’ 


‘When the admirals health was recovered, the Van- 
guard, 74, was on the 10th of December, commissioned for 
Yue flag Un the 9th of April, 1796,be sailed from Ports- 
mouth, to jou the fleet under earl St Vincent off Cadrx 
On the 7th of May he was sent into the Med:terraneen, 
with the Urion and Alexander, of the same force as the 
‘Vanganrd, the Emerald and Terpchore frigates, and La 
Boune Citoyenne sloop of war On the 22ad, at two in 
the morning, the squadron encountered a violent storm 
ty the gulf of Lyons, in which the Vanguard Jost her 
fore-mast end top-roasts, and the frigates parted com~ 
me day the French armament, commanded 
sailed oa the celebrated expeditwn to 
Ieypt ranguard was taken an tow by the Alex 
ander, apd bore up for bardima Having refitted 1m St 
Fre ¢ road, the squadron put to sen agmin on the 
and on the 4th of Juna reached the place of rupdexrous 
‘On thebtb, Sir Horaho was jormed by ten sail of the line 
under captain Trowbridge, and immediately sailed 10 
Pursuit of the Piench dest. 

On the 16th, being in sight of mount Vesuvius, captarn 
‘Trou bridge was sent to obtain what information be could 
from the Brith mnonter at Nuples He retarned with 2 
report only, that the Freuch fleet had gone towards 
Malta The admural lost no time in pushing by the 
ortest route for that mland, and on the 29th passed 
rourh the straits of Mesnna with afar wind On the 
ind, he received mtcigence that Malta bad surren- 
dered, and that the French had sailed from thence an the 
16th, wrth a fresh gale at NW Thus confirmed bum m 
the belief that they bad gone to Egypt, and he instantly 
Bore up for that vast, and from anformanon that was 
after wanis received, if 1s certain the hosble fleets rust 
have crossed each other s track during the mght of the 
23rd Tron: this time to the 20th the fleet had only 
wpoken with three vessel: two of which had come frum 
Alcxandsia, and the other tow the Archipela,o without 
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having seen any thins of the enemy On the 28th he 
made the Pharos of Alexaudne, aud rau sn nll he had « 
complete view of both the harboars—but the enemy was 
ot there Captain Hardy was sent to the governor, who 
(a2 as much surprised to neo 2 British fleet aa to bear 
Chet a Fremb one was expected. He now shaped bus 
eourse for the coast of Caramanes, aud steered from 
thence down the south mde of Candis, ander a press of 
sul, and e contrary wind, unnl the 16th of July, when 
he made the land of Sicly, and entered the port of 
Syracuse. Although many of the sips were short of 
water, not having @ supply for above two months, the 
feat was ready for seu am five days. On the 23th of July 
‘hey again sailed, without having been able to obtain 
any certain intelligence of the enemy's destnation, On 
that day, however, they received informaton from a 
Tarlash officer, that the French Geet had been seen steer- 
amg to the 8K from Candia, sboat four weoks before, 
upon which the adsiral resolved once more to visit 
Mexandria On the lat of August, about ten in the mom 
tug, they came in mght of Alexandra, the porthed been 
‘vacant and solitary when they saw if last, it was now 
crowded with ships, and they ved with exultanon 
that the tri-colowred fag was flying upon the walls, At 
four m the afternoon, captain Hood, m the Zeslous, made 
the meual for the enemy's fleet For many preceding 
days Nelson had hardly takes either sleep or food be 
now ordered dinner, while preparabons were making for 

















to thr separate stations, he omd to them, * Before this 
tune to morrow, I shall bave gained a peerage,or Wast- 
mumster Abbey? 

‘At three o'clock the mgual was made to prepare for 
battle, and the fleet stood sn under a crowd of sail. Nel- 
son bad explained to hu coptains the nature of the com 
test they were to expect, and, for the fist true recorded 
in British naval history, be proposed to anchor his ships 
by the stern,* to prevent the enemy from having the ad- 
vantage of raking hrm A French brig wes instructed to 

by mancurnng $4 as to tempt them 
thoal Iyzuy off the wland of Bekier , but Nel- 


© This mote of sachoring #4 common among the ancients, it 1s 
runt oued is Sacred History ALS warn 
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sem was not to be deceived Au all the officers of the 
squadron were totally unacquainted with Aboukir Fay, 
‘each ship kept sounding ae she stood m The enemy ap 
peared to be moored im a strong and compuct Line of battle, 
lose in with the shore their hne describing en obtuse 
angle in «ts form, fianked by numerous gun-boats, four 
frugates, and a battery of guns and mortars on an wland 
an their van 
‘The portion of the French presented the most form 
Gable obstacies, but the admiral baving viewed these 
with the eye of a seaman determped on an attack, 1 
anatantly atruck his penetrating mind, ‘that where chore 
‘was foom for an enemy s shop to swing, there was room, 
for one of ours to anchor’ No ferther = 
cessery than thove which had already bi 
admiral s dengns wern a1 folly known to bis whole equa 
dron, as was bu determpaton to conquer or perish 2 
the attempt At a quarter-past sx in the evening, cap 
tera Foley led the way 1m the Goliath, ont-snling the 
Zenlous, captarn Hood, which for some minutes disputed 
this post of bonour with him The Goliath received the 
Gret fire from the van pups of the enumy, as well as 
from the bettenes and gun-boats with which ther van 
wes strengthened, these sinps were followed by the 
Orion, which in passing down was aunoyed by « frigate, 
when she yawed so much ee euabled her starboard gunt 
wud then unk her by a tremendous fire The 
Onon then sachored on the Isrboard bow of the Frauk- 
ind the quarter of the Peuple Souverain, and was fol- 
lowed by the Theseus and Audacious, which took their 
matin inede of the enemy s hne, and were mmediately 
an close action The Vanguard followed, and anchored 
‘within balf pistol-ahot of Le Sparbate, the third in the 
enemy's hne Her followers respectively passed on ahend 
and anchored by the stern as they came up on the cut- 
the admural had done The Mmotaur, Defence, 
Bellerophon, Majestic, Swifteare, aud Alexander, cae 
am surceston In standing 1, the leading ships were 
oblized to recerva rato their bows the whole fira of the 
roadaides of the French Ime, unt! they could take their 
Tespectiva stations , and st 1s but justice to admut that the 
eneray recevred ws with the greatest firmness and deh- 
beranun They did not open ther fire unbl the van ships 
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‘were within balf gun-shot, and the Briuab ships did 
not retura the fire until they had clewed up therr sls, 
und anchored 15 their statiods, Ax soun as ths was a- 
comphshed, a most animated fra was opened from the 
‘Vanguard, to cover the approach of those in the Tear, 
‘which were following 10 closs line It fell to the Bullero= 
hon, 74, to attack the French admiral‘s shup I'Grient, 
120, nor did ber undaunted captain sbrink from the un- 
equal contest, but having failed to get mto a proper 
pomtaon, that powerful shap m a short time dumasted ber, 
and rendered her a complete wreck, kilhog 49, and woond 
ang 148, beng one third of the Bellerophon's crew. In 
this state her brave commander, captain Darby, was re- 
Tuctantly compelled to allow her to dnft out of th 

‘When darkness came on, about seven o clock, 
lash sbips bowted their distrogubing Lghts b; 
from the admiral, but at times the whole hemisphere 
‘was illuminated dy the fire of the hostile fects Ihe van, 
ship of the enemy, le Guerner, was dirmasted 10 ten 
wommures, and im tem mimutes more the second and 
urd ships, la Conquerant and Le Spartiste, shared the 
same fate, and the others xd suffered s0 severely, 10 
that short tame, that victory was already cortan The 
fourth and fifth ships were taken possession of at balf- 
Past eight Meantime Neleon had received a severe 
‘wound by 8 sphoter which strack him a Little abo 7 
night or darkened eye, causing « piece of flesh to 
Over st He believed that hus ood was approaching, ond 
st was on this ocoamon that be made the benevolent re- 
to the surgeon, who hastened to his asnatance, ‘ No, 
1 will take my turn wath my brave fellows.” Nor wonld 
he allow hus wound to be examined tll every man who 
had been previously wounded was properly attended to 
‘On examination the wound was found notto be dangercus, 
‘which infused additonel courage into kus seamen 

At ten conates after nine, a fire was observed on board 
VOrent, the French sdaurals abip, which seme] to 
Proceed from the after part of the cabin, and which 1n- 
‘creased with great rapdsty, presently ming the 
whole of the after part of the ship mm @ames* This cr- 


¢ Whew this accident was fret observed, caplain Fallowell of the 
‘Sunfloare, ordered an many guns as cond be opared from Wing Sm She 
Franklun tobe airevied to the pont were tue Bonus appeared to be 
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cumatance was immediately commumcated to the admr- 
Fal, who, though sill wuffering severely from bis wound, 
came upon deck, where the first conmderation thet struck 
kn, was concern for che danger of so many hres 
ordered captain Berry to mse every exertion to save a: 
‘many as poanble, and the only boat that could swim 
‘was mstantly duspatched from the Vanguard, the other 
ships that were mm a condition to do eo, immediately fol- 
lowed the example, by which means the hives of about 
seventy Frenchmen were saved The light thrown by 
the fre of "Onent upon the surrounding objects, 
abled the sdaural to percerve with more certainty the 
®tuaton of the two fleets, the colours of both being 
clearly diwtiogusheble The cannonading was partially 
Kept up to leeward of the centre, till about ten o clock, 
when V'Onent blew up with a tremendous exploaiou, 
and the greater part of her crew, consisting of 1010 
men, perubed A most awful pause for about three 
tmnutes eneued, when the wreck of ths masts, yards, aud 
other materials, which bad been carried to # vast hey bt, 
fell down into the water and on board the surrounding 
stops, without doing any material ioj0ry 

After this unpresstve scene, the finbg recommenced 
with the stupa to the leeward of the centre, and cou- 
oued fll about three im the morning When the 
‘Yutory had boen secured 1m the van, such Britsh ships 
as ware 1m @ conditiou to move, hed gune down upon 
the fresh abipe of the enemy | At five 1 the morn 
ig, the Gullacme ell, Genereu, Tonnant, and Ti 
taplecu, were the only French abips of the line that 
had their colours dying At half-past five, a French 
frigate, L'Artemeo, fired a broadude, and struck her 
colours, but such was the rmfamous conduct of the 
captain, that efter having thns surrendered, he set fire 
to Ins shup, and escaped with part of bas crew on shore 
Tao French fngate, La Sereuse, which bed been eaok 
by the Orion, had her poop remaining above water, upon 
whit ber men were saved, and taken of by onr bosts 
am the mermng At eleven o'clock, the Genereut and 
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Guillaume Tell, with the other two fngates La Juste 
and Le Diane, cut their cables and stood out to sea, pur- 
sued by the Zealous, captam Hood; but as there was no 
‘other ship i a condition to support ber,sbe was reculled. 
These four vewsele, however, were all that escaped. The 
Qud of August was employed im securing the French 
ahupe that bod struck, and which were now all com- 
pletely 1m possession of the Sinush squadron. The Ton- 
nant and Timoleo, which ware distasted, and conse- 
quently could not escape, were the Inst to be taken 
Possessioa of On the Sri, the Tonnant cut ber cable 
and dnfted on shore, but was got off again,and secured 
m the Britu ne: the Timoleon was set oa fire by her 
erew. After this great conquest, on the morning of 
the 2nd, Neloon sent novee through the feet, that be 
antended to retura public thanks, on that day at two 
o'clock, to Almighty God, for barmmg blesed ins mayesty's 
‘anns, aud recommended every ship to do the auino as 
soon as convenient. 





‘The following are the Bushs and Prench lines of battle. 
BUITiod LINE O} BATILT 





Biupe. ‘Guns, Meo. Commanders, Kuled Wa. 
Calloden® 14 $90 T. Trowbridge o 0 
‘Theseus 74 300 BW. Miller 5 20 
Alexander 74 990 ALJ. Bull M68 

Sir Horatio Neleon, 
‘Vanguard 74 0S rear adm ofthe bine, 

capt Edward Berry 30 75 
Muotaar 7% 640 Thomas Lous 24 04 
‘Leander 80 333 Tho B Thompson ou 
Swifware 74 590 B Hallowell 7 om 
Audacnous 7a 590 D Gould 1035 
Defence 74 890 John Peyton 4° 
Zealous 14 600 Samuel Hood 1 Tv 
Onen 74 «590 tir J. Saumares: I 3 
Gohat 74 500 Thomas Foley a 4 
Muyestic 74 800 Geo B Westcott fo 14 
Bellerophon 74 890 Hon.D'Ruee Darby 49143, 


LaMutine, brig 14 





Total ata ery 


» The Culinden rm the ground m2 losilag 1, and wa prevented 
Dy that ecculeat from takuwg Soy tare w ibe Gogo 
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FRENCH LINE OF BAITLE. 









Ships. Gene. Men, How alspoansot, 
‘Le Gucrner 4 700 . . Burnt 
Le Conquerant 74700 Taken 
‘Te Spartiate 14 100 Do Tak 

14 200 Taken 








La BouveramPeuple 74 Taken 
Le Frankin se Taken 
LOneat 10 orn 
Ja Tonnant 60 800 Taken 
VHicurews 14 100 Burnt 
Le fimiateon 7h 700 Burne 
Le Mercure 74 700 Barat 
Vitienenve, 
LeGuillaume Tell 68 8103 second Bocaped 
reat admiral 
LeGeneroun 6-700. ss cape 
FaiGsTre 
1s Diane 30... Escaped 
Lo Sastice 4300. |]! Becaped 
LArtmese mw Bol. Bort 
Dusmasted and sunk 
‘La Berreuse wo 10. : by the Orion, 





No regular return was ever niade uf the luss of the 
French The total number of taken, drowned, 
burnt and museroe, 1 sard to have been $225, of whoin 
3.103, including the wounded, were sent un shore in 4 
cartel, upon the usual terms, but Bousparte, who dis 
regarded all treaties, formed them s¢ soun sx they 
Tanded into hut nate legion. 

On the Sth of August, captain Berry, of the Vanguard, 
aurled 10 the Leander, 69, and 342 mex, with the adm 
val’s dispatches to the commandern chief, off Cadiz, but 
thet ship was anfortanately captured on the 2th, off the 
alana of Candia, nfter a severe action, by the Genereux, 
74,and 90@ men, which had cecaped from the duaster a¢ 
Aboulur, The Leander had 83 hulled and 87 wounded, 
‘the Generenx, 160 killed and 188 wounded. The dis 
patches were conngned to the decp, but Nelson's gallant 
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captain was deprived of the benour of carrying home 
‘the accounts of the great victory, and 2t was uot unl 
‘the arrival of the Hon captam Capel, on the 27th of 
October, with the duplicate dupatches, that the British 
goveroment received the official mtelligence of the 
* Conquest of the 

To hus dispatches, 


gates and bomb-veasels, and said,‘ Were I to dhe th 
Moment, want af frigates wonld be found stamped 
upon my heart! No words of mine can express what 
I bave suffered, and am suffering, for want of them‘ 
‘With a fow «mall veasele nothing could have prevented 
the destruction of the store ships and transports in tha 
pertof Alexandria But sf Nelson was not aatisfied with 
‘what be had done, the government at home and 
countrymen considered xt the greatest naval actnere- 
nt oh record, and an equal sensation was produced 
throughout Europe 

‘The emperor of Germany immediately broke off the 
conferences for peace st Rastadt, the Ottoman Porte 
declared war sgainst the Prench, and the king of 
Naples tanrehed an army to Rome, which, for a ime, 
he obliged the republicans to evacuate In England, the 
victory of the Nile was recewed with unbounded test: 
wmonrels of yoy The tang created the gallant Nelwon a 
peer of the realm, by the title of baron Nelson of the 
Nile, and of Burnbars Thorpe, in the county of Norfolk, 
the place of hus birth, and parhament decreed him a vote 
of thanks, and a pension of £2000 a year for his own ile, 
and the lives of bis two immediate successors He re- 
ceived hkewiee # pension of £1008 a year from the par- 
hament of Ireland, and the Bast Indsa company voted. 
him « gift of £10,000 The Turkey company presented 
him with a piece of plate of great value, and the city of 
London with 9 sword worth 300 guness Nor were 
foregn powera backward in acknewledy id reward 
amg his great services The Graud Seigsior presented 
Iam with a superd diamond asgrette, called » chelengk 
or plume of tumph, and the king of Naples grauted 
tum che title of Duke of Bronte, with an smome of 
£2000 2 year, bendes bestowing on bus many otber 
‘yatusble marks of Ins regard His captarns also pre 
sented hum with 2 magusficent sword, the bilt of which 
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was an appropriate emblematical device, representing: 
& crocodile, But mxudst the malotude of affectionate 
‘and valaable gifts offered to lis lonishtp on thia occa- 
won, we mest not omit a very angular one made by 
captun Hallowell, whe commanded the Swiftsure at the 
bate of the Nile A variety of trivial arhicles, formed 
from the wreck of {'Onent, and valuable only from 
‘the circumstances of Kindness and attachment with 
which they ware accompanied, bed been given to hie 
Jordehyp dy the different officers under his commend 
Capen Hallowall’s present was mada enurely of the 
materials of the mato mast, and accompanied by the fol- 
lowing note 








+ Stouftsure, August, 1708 


+Bim—1 have taken the liberty of presenting you a 
coffin, made of the main-mast of 1 Onest, that when 
shed your mbtary career 10 this world, 
you may be buried in one of your trophies, but that 
that period may be far distant, ws the earnest wish of 


your macere freak 
*B HALLOWELL 
* Bir Horatio Nelsou, 
* Roar admiral of the blye, &e* 


‘The ndmiral received the extraordinary present with 
wimort cordiality and affection, be kept it some 
wm ine bin, BOF was if without apparent 
reluctance, that be at 1ingth consented to bave it re- 
moved When be bad timshed hus career of glory, 
thus coffiu was the inner one which contained the mortal 
remains of our baro 
Op the 18th of Aagust, Nelson having refitted bis ships 
and prises, aaited from the coast of Egypt, leaving 
captein Hood with four sail of the line and two frixates 
to Blockade the port of Alexandna On the 22nd of 
‘September be arrived at Naples, when the King mstantly 
wont off 11 bus barge to receite the aduural, und honoured 
‘im with a vunt on board the Vanguard, continuing with 
‘brm wohl she anchored When the hero landed, he was 
Teomved by the people as their deliverer, and every 
demonstration of puble rejouimg took place 1m houour 
of hus ernval The mind of the open and generous 
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‘Nelaon was unequal to the edalation, the flatter), and 
temptations, te which be was exposed by that 
and worthlees court He was mduced by the Nea~ 
poltan king to continue on that station with ins fleet, 
bet even bw eo-operaton was useless to an imbecile 
government, which had to contend with the generala 
of France Part of lus squadron was employed mn the 
siege and blockade of Malta, and be went himself 
to observe the progress which was making, end sailed 
from thence on the 30th of October far Naples, where 
‘be arnved m a few days To him the royal family 
their safety, for without bus aneutance they coud, 
ive escaped from that city on ite occupation by 
French He landed on the Sist of December, and 
nt to the » when the popalar excitement was 
at ute height, and brought out the whole royal family, 
put them im the boats, embarked ther on hoard the Van 
guard, and conducted them during « viclent storm to 
Palermo 10 Sialy, where they amnved on the 20th of 
December, 1708 

During the year 1799, the squadron under the command 
of Nelson was employed apon so many imnor services 
that our limite will not even perrant thers to be enume- 
Huw betred of the French led hrm to oppose 
them at every point which could be reached by a ship of 
war He was the principal means of expelling then 
from the kingdom of Naples, and be re conducted 
the kung to kus capital On bis passage to Malta, om the 
loth of February, 1800, be fell in with w French equedren 
‘bound for its rehef, consusting of the Genereux, three 
{ngates, mocorvetts One of the frigates the 74 
were taken , and the others were prevented from rench- 
img Malta In March, the Poudroyant, Lion, and Pene- 
lope frigates, which formed part of bis aqnadron, captured 
the Gullanme Tell, 69, after an action in which greater 
bravery and still wore vever displayed op both das 
‘These successes were particularly gratifymg to Neleon, 
as the Genereux and Guillaume Tell were the only ships 
of the hne sh had escaped from Aboukir He then 
could say that he had captured or destroyed the whole af 
the French Mediterranean fest Ha was also gratified 
for other reasons The commander in chief whom be re- 
vered, earl St Vincent, had resgned im June, 1709, the 
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commaud im the Mediterranea, and was succeeded by 
Jord Keith. Nelson folt chat bus services ought to have 
heen considered in thus appointment; and whether 
® jealowsy or not exuted between the two admrrals, 
tt 1 certain thet there was kede cordulity of feclng 
between them Daring the absence of lord Keith um 
England, Nelson coundered torosolf us bolding the 
ftusnon of commander in chief m the Mediterranean, 
from August 70h November 30th, 1790, and acted ac- 
cordingly. On the return of lord Keith, vanous differ- 
ence arose betwean them Nelson, a on former ooca- 
mons, hed risked the dwobedence of orders which he 
conudered contrary to the tent of the service open 
which be was employed. Tala breach of duty was re- 
ported te the admiralty, and Nelson was reprimanded, 
1 mught have been ‘ broke, rf he hed not succeeded.” 
je wad also been disansfied with the apporntment of Sir 
Sidney Smith to « separate command .—these and other 
‘circumistavces induced bim to return home. He landed 
at Yarmouth on the 6¢b, and arnved »2 Loudoa on the 
Oth of November, 1800, when his majesty and the govern 
ment heaped ov hus every honour and kindness which 
This Rerme deeds 20 justly merited 

In Loudon be was feasted by the oty, drawn by the 
Popelace from Ladgate-tull to Guildhall, and hovcured 
‘with the thanks ef the common council, for his great 
victory, aud a gold biked sword, studded with dia- 
monds, But during ell these public distinctions, be 
‘way suljected to an smfluence which perther the en- 
treaties nor remonstrances of tus frends could over 
came, and befere be had been three months in England 
he separated from hus wife, at the same time declaring, 
“1 call God to witnew, there 1s nothing 12 you or your 
conduct J qish otherwise’ This was the consequence of 
ws unfatuated attachment to lady Hamilton. 

‘On the Ist of January, 1801, bis lordship was advanced 
to the rank ef vice admiral of the blue, and having sol 
eated to be again employed, he was appointed by ear Bt 
Vineeat, then first lord of the admuralty, seood 16 com- 
mand, under Sir Hyde Parker, of the feet which 1 was 
snteuded to cend to the Baluc The public murmared at 
‘ths unferwor appointment, end considered that the com- 
wand ought t© hare been intrested to Neloon, bet 
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for Myde Parker was the favounte of « party, and 
pulucal consderatens prevailed over superar clams. 
‘The adiuralty, nt an eepectal mark of reapect, ordered. 
the Ban Joscf, 112, ona of the saps which he had boarded 
‘end ceptured of St Vincent, to be got ready for bis 
flag, which was bowted on board at Plymouth, Jana 
ary I7th, 1001. It was afterwards absfied vito the 8. 
George, 98, when he jomed the fleet at Yarmouth. The 
fleat winch was there assembled connsted of seventeen 
snl of the lime, with frigates, gun brgs, and fre stops, 
amounting altogetber to about fifty four vessels It sailed 
‘on the 18th of March, and arnved in the Cattegat on the 
27th, when the admiral addremed a letter to the gover- 
nor of the castle of Cronenberg, which commands the 
‘entrance to the Sound, to know whether his excellency 
had recewed orders to fire on the British fleet on pase- 
ang the castle ‘This officer rephed, that he should not 
permit a Geet whose destination and otject were un- 
Anowa to bim to poss Ins post without asing bis utmost 
(idessoure to prevent it To chs Bir Hyde Parker 
Fepled, that he conndered the governor's mesage a 
declaration of war, avd that an conformity with bus 
rumtructions be should commence hostihues. This cor 
yeapondence and the bad weather which intervened 
detamned the fleet three days at its anchorage, outude 
of the Narrows, or pass into the Bale , bat on the 30th 
the admiral weighed, and forced the passage without 
Uaving received much damage, notmthstanding a heavy 
fire from the Danuh forts. 

‘When the whole ine bad passed the evemy’s bate 
tt anchored within five oF mx miles of the wland of 
Huen Sie Hyde Parker, with lord Neloon and rear 
admiral Graves, embarked op board » logger to recon- 
nowtre the enemy's formidable Ime of defence, coverting 
of ships, radeaus, pontoons, galleys, fire-ships, acd yan- 
poate, fanked and supported by extennve batteries on 
wlands called the Crowns, the largest of which was 
‘mounted with from Afty to seventy pieces of cannon, 
thesa were syain commanded by two ships of 70 guns, 
and e large frigate tn the inner road of Copenhagen ; 
and two block shupe, of 04 guns each, were moored on 
‘8 flat en the starboard mde of the entrance to the ar- 
sonal The next day there pontin was again more 
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mmautely exammed, when an attack was resolved on, 
tnd thie deaperate serrice was volunteered by the heroes 
Neloon , for which purpose he shifted bee fag from the 
At. George, of 98 guns, unto the Elephant of 74, carry 
ang @ hgtter draught of water, and therefore better 
adapted for the service 

‘The approaches to Copenhagen are shoal and intricate, 
and Nelson hed been at great pains m sounding and 
‘acying off the channel This work being finuhed, he 
proceeded with the shipe ander his immediate orders 
to Draco Pot, whence he tsued hus matructons, and 
mede his arrangements for the attack Each ship 
wad vessel had « parncelar daty, the gun-boate were 
s placed as to rake the enemy's bulks, the bombe 
‘ware to throw their shells nto the town, and detach- 
ment of boats were ordered to hold themesives in rendi- 
ness beyond the line of fire to act as occasion might 
require The commend of the fngates and sloope was 
wmtrusted to the gailent Riou, of the Awazon, whoew 
Glorious career was now soon to terminate 

‘The strength of the Danuh line of defence and bat- 
teries was euch as might have been propounced by the 
best judges ampreguable They bad ox sail of tho line, 
and ‘eleven floating batteries, mounting ob one mid 
from twenty sx 24 pounders to eighteen 16-poundere, 
‘ave bombebip, aud many gun-boats, these were sup 
ported by the forte on the mland of Amac, aud the two 
Crown batenes, mounting 80 pieces of heavy cannon 
neatly flush with the water 

It waa im the presence of this hemendous forve, and 
within a proper Sghung dwtance, that Nelson had to 
take up bus poupon, bring bis ships to anchor, farl bua 
ails, pat springs to bus cables, and at the same mo 
went recere the well directed fie of an enemy, whe 
fancred bumaelf 1 comparative secunty Tha crown 
Prince with the inhabitants of Copenhagen 
Tators of the arene, while a strong divinon of 1 
fleet 1 the offing beheld with envy the daring feats of 
‘their bretbren 1m arm 

Sw Hyde Parker |. efter a more deliberate 
view of the enemy's force, that Neleoa would be over 
matched, and recalled hrm from action but the latter 
refused to acknowledge rhe equal, teling upon himself 
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wmonsent the edditomsl respennbiltty in 
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mug letter te the crown prince, which was sent with a fing 
of trace — 

* Lont Neleon has directions to spara Denmark, when 
no longer rensting , but if the frag ws contianed on the 
part of Denmark, lord Nelson must he obliged to set om 
fre all the floating battenes he has taken, without the 
Power of saving the brave Danes who have defended 


them 
(Gagne) «NELSON ano BRONTE? 


‘To the Brothers of Englishmen, 
the Danes 


‘When he had Sushed the letter an aide de-camp pre- 
eunted kam with a wafer ‘No, sud the hero, 
‘will think we are afraxd tet us have a candle, and seal 
at with wax’ 








cease, and that tha wounded Danes way be taken on 
shore, and lord Nelson will toka hus prisoners out of 
‘the yeessle, and barn or carry off bus prises, ne be shall 





Aappy recouchatios asd union between bis own 
most grarious sovereign and bis majesty the king of 
re 


Dew 
(Sigoed) | NELSON amp BRONTE’ 


Th the comrse of the afternoon Jerd Neleon cams 1» bus 
barge into the ner roads, end went on board the Deo~ 
saark, and proceeded ashore After dinver, the aduurel 
‘was ratroduced to the priace, and the negotiations com~ 
wmenced The next day bis lordship came again on 
shore, wud dined with the proce roya), ax he did fre~ 
quently tall the 9th of Apnl, when the armutue was 
finally concluded 

‘At these interniews lord Nelson spoke tm the highest 
terms of the bravery of the Danes, sod partionlarly 
Tequested che prince to introduce bim to a very young 
‘odicar, whom be described as baring performed wou- 
dere during the battle, by attacking bis own ship 
‘wader her lowerdeck guns The Britsh hero embraced 
‘iw with the enchansem of a brother, and muggetted fo 
the prince, that he copht to mate bien an admiral, to 
‘which ths prives rephed, * If, my lord, } were to make 
all my brave cficers aduairale T should bare no capraius 
 lentenants an my service’ The youth (Lieutenant 
Villeroow), however, received a medallion, and was ap- 
‘Plated to the comusand uf ove of the royal yachts 

‘The efftets of this victory sere wealcalalie 4s s00n 
wn it was Knows in Sweden that power withdrew from 
the coofedermnen lest at uboeld be vanted with a he 
dusster The Toe of men and damage mstused by 
Nelsons temo was oe great, as to render the return 
Of some af the ships to Fogtand absolately necessary 
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‘8 Knight of the Bath, the fret Heutapants of the 


‘the ime, im scuom were promoted to the reak of com- 
manders, and the aval thanks of periment voted, 
‘hat no medals or other honours were camferred Ht 


apposed to have been considered by the Ring as ‘an 





‘untoward event, which caght to be forgotten but Nel- 
on thought otherwise, and to the boar of hut death com- 


‘of the amusnce done to hus captuns for thelr 


whed service wt Copenbagen 
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Forgive me, bet my toother hated 


‘On many sccanons this great man bad to complain of 
the treatment he reosved frew government, and thet 
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shendoasd theiz expedives, and that be would wot have 
‘an oppurtumty of Aghnng thera. in thisstateo! enxiety 
ha mailed once more towards Toulon, and on the 4th of 
Ape be learved that ¥illesonve bad pat te sea on the 
Jarch, with eleven abupe of the Line, seven frie 
14 two brige When Inet seen they were steering 
‘towards the coast of Africa Nelson first covered the chan 
nol Between Sardinia and Barbers, and sate(ving bimeelf 
that they had not gone for Egypt, he sent off frngates to 
Gibraltar, we Liston, and to admiral Cornwallis, who 
smomanded the squadron off Brest Un the Lath be ob- 
‘tained information that the French had been seen off 
‘Cape de Gate on the Th, afterwards that they had 
pened tha straits of Gibraltar on the followsng day, aud 
that the Weet Indien wan their undoubted dextinanon, 
‘The enemy proceeded 0 Uadis, und after being jomned 
bye Preach 74 and mx dpacuh ships of the limi 
‘with 9000 troops on Lonrd. the French admiral heats 
te the West Indies wiv a feet which now consated 
of tusteoa French and mx Spamuh slips of the hoe, 
bendes frigates and transports. Ween 





























be should gain e1ght of ten days 
upon them by bus exernons. His squadron consisted of 
‘only tae sai) of the line and three frigates, and the pure 
anit which followed was the longest recordad 1D butory. 
It was evemoated at 7000 miles Hie instructions to ble 
captacas ware, ‘ Take you a Frenchinan # piece, aud leare 
me the Spaniards when | baal do 
ect you to do the aume,—and not ti 

He made Madeira May isth, Barbedoos 
gulf of Perna on the 8th, Domi 
serrat on the I3th, and on the sams 
at He John 6, Antigua, when hi mind was relisted of all 
anxiety as to the safety of the West Indies The intelli+ 
gence that Nelson was rm pursuit anduced Villeneuve to 
quit the Weet Indies, without heaving effected any thing 
Of consequence, and to return to Europe. Nelson cone 
tmued bus pursuit and steered fur dt. Michael's, which 
‘be wonde 0a the Othe of July, on the I7th he made cape 
&t Vincent, winle Villeneuve on tha ind was off Por- 
fel, and on the Loch ke anchored on G.brahar bey, when 
his'Seet mmned 10 need of every thing which a dock-yard 
ould afford. 
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‘Neleve wast am share a2 Gibratar on the 301k, for t1 





‘Net he evidently felt that none ought to deprive bit 
ef the bonear of destroying the cotabined fest. He hee 
tured to deciare his mind, lest It sbould be felt that 





rere oped the remaler of hs dae in pow 


and happiness. 
Hila servings were ss willmgly sccopted us thay www 
‘and ford Barham, then teat ford of the elm, 
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Walesa wont on shorn at Gibraltar on the 30th, for the 





In peareh of his enemy, reaching cape St. Vincent on the 
Bed of August He hesled awey to the northward, and 





Landes. He retired te hue villa ot Merton, and hed all 
Inia stores brought =p from the Victory, with the Intextom 
10 rest awhile from bis Inbours, and recruit borasel! after 





repeatedly ead, ‘Iehal yet give 
irebhing’ After captain Blackwood had 
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nad Afnes, from England, and the Leviathan from Gi- 





ef admiral Lone, but wes ignorant thet the sips thos 
detached to the eastward were replaced by a Like num- 
ber from the west, he therefore supposed Nelson to 
hare no more than twenty-one er twenty-two sul of 
the bins inder thus error he ssiled from Catia, 
begumung to move om tha loth af October At half 
past nine in the mormng of that day, the Mare, Def 
‘ance, Colesaus, and Agamemnon, being the repeat 
hips between the fruates apd the admurel, made th 
mgnal thet the enemy were comme out of port At two 
Grlack the augual wae repeated, that the enemy wae at 
wea Both admirals appear to have laboured under 
‘tmusapprebenmons, which wotuelly produced the ene 
of the eubsequent days Villeneuve, calouin 

the weppored weaken of Neleon'e fost, hurried tt to 
meet bim before be sboald be strengthened by rem 
forcements, and Nelson, sappormg as Villeneuve sailed 
with a 8 W. wiod that be was bound to Toclon, made 
all sail for the mouth of the straits of Gibraltar, off 
which he found kneel! on the morning of the 28h, the 
enemy not wight The Brituh fest then wore, and 
etaod to the NW, and at seven im the morning the 
Phanbe wade the signal for the enemy bearing north, 
that 4, close im with Cadiz A little before sunset tha 
Aharyelas made the sgaal that the enemy appoared de: 
termined to go to the weetward— And ther they aball 
‘not do, if in the power of Nelson and Bronte to prevent 
them,’ sad Nelson, diary The mgnal was then 
mado to the Euryaius, that the admiral depended on 
captain Black woed’s keeping sight of the enemy during 
the might it was Nelsons command that the frigates 
having night af the enemy should fre » gun every three 
munutes, aod ducharge a rocket frou the mast head 
‘every balfbour 80 well were these orders obey 
that darkuess scarcely interrupted the communication, 
and at day break the combined fleets were duuncily 
seen From the deck of the Victory, formed 10 clase inne of 
battle abead ou the starboard tack, at twelve wiles dls- 
tance to leeward §=They had thirty three seil of the Ine, 
of which three wore three deckers, and one a6i Thay 





































Ld 
me, 
‘The Britah fiest, ben the onrmy wes seen at 
aght on the Bist, was a good desl mattered at ftows 
‘he edmiral made the wgnal to form 


§ 


NELSON 
muards Ghtom. sail of the bus. Ata quarter past ortt 





sud 
‘how that noble fallow, Collingwood, takes his ship into 
action,’ and, said Collingwood, almast at the sama mo- 
went, ' What would Nelson give w be bere!’ 


heary swell, slowly led her line towards the enemy 
Bight or ntwe of their centre ships tried the range with 
single guns, but when a shot pased through the mam 
topgatlanteat! of the Victary, they all thew 
broadsides wpon ber, and the slaughter became dreadful 
on the poop and quarter deck, whem Nelson observed 
with a emule, ‘This ws too ware work, Hardy, to Inet 
log.’ and declared, at the same Gwe, that, ip all the 








“ RAVAL HISTORY 


‘he remained in the mout determine! aud hensurabie 
Sete, mel RR ces to oe eaten of be, 
iy 

‘Captain Hardy sheerved to the admerel, that it =p 
yoored bmpermbte to pes thevagh the sueny's kev with. 

‘eat geing on board of sas of therchips. ‘1 caunet help 
ity wala the here ‘ut Gees mot mgnify which you run 08 
board of, teke your choice, ge on board of which yea 
Please’ The Redoviable ‘had, therefore, the dute 
Solaked honour of mopping the Victory, which was lad 
‘om beard of her on the larboard side While theese two 
shipe ley east were [asbed alooguede of each other, the 
‘Tembraire bad im hike manner run foul of the Fouguenx, 
end foll on beard of the Redoutable on the starboard 
‘Thus four shypa lay 1m a fuer, and waver umce we 
eomtended for naval empire, bad a battle been fought 
th such determined courage, such uodeunted com- 
tempt of denth Bcaroely © person on the poop, quarter 
deck, and forscastle of the Victor), but was ether killed 
or wounded 

fie Jong as the masts of the Redoutable stood the men 
10 her tope ware doung, at every moment, the most fatal 
axeouton with their smell arms, the upper decks of the 
Brush ships were exposed to a cool and welldirected 
fire, which continued for one hour end a half, and pre- 
aented the angular epectacle of a French 7¢ engaging 
& Britsh first and second rete with emall arcs waly 
About bait past ene Nelson was standing oe the middle 
‘of che quarter deck, and bad just turned to walk aft, 
‘when & mosket ball from the muson top of the French 
‘ehrp struck bim on the left eboulder, passed through the 
strap of the epssiat, end, grazing the collar bone, an 
‘tered bus chest, and lodged 1n ove of the dorsal vertebra 
‘The Inmented chief Gell with his face upon the deck 
Serjeant mayor Gecker, of the royal marmes, and two 

















tarped rogad and caw thet the admurel wes wounded 
In paswer 6 the anxious inquires of the coptem, the 
gallant choef replied, ‘They have dous for me at lant, 


Hardy '—*L hope mot, sad Hardy ‘Yes, answered 
the dying hero, ‘my back-bone te shot through’ Prom 
the ataaton whence the shot was fred, Dr Seatty 





NELSON. a 
calculates the distance to have beou about fifteen yerds; 





‘thet remained an the misen-top of the ship when Nelson 
received his wound ; one of them was shot by Mr. Poltard 
from the poupof the Victory, while endeavouring to make 
hus escape down the rigging 

‘$e huve fired the fatal shot, met the eame fate frot Pol- 
lard or Collingwood, two mxishipmen, who fred st the 
same bme, when be fell dead on the poop of the Redout- 
able, When they took pomesnon of the prise, they went 
into the msen-top, and found bra dead; with one ball 
Chroagh Ins head and the otber through his breast. 

‘We now return to the Royal Borereigo, m which the 
‘eave Collingwood, leadvag the lee ime and larbuerd di- 
Yamon of the feet, had bogue the scton. In ranning 
she hed the van and rear ef the com= 
beam, before she wes in achon with 
proof that their line was a carve, but 00 

ffect of socident, cansed by the Teonag 
Of the fleet together im the morning, when from the line 

on the starboard tack it came to a very confused 

or battle on the larbourd tack 
Royal Sovereags approached, she found nearly 
the same obstractos im pasnng throug the enetay’s Ine 
‘ae bad baen experienced by the Victory , thear ships were 
v0 close as ta offer no apparent Opening. When this was 
yomted oat to Collingwood, he rephed, ‘Steer for the 
bowsprit of the Sante Anna.’ At this moment, a Spaniard 
amern of thet ship shivered kis wiarn top-eai, and made 
gap in the line, through which the Roya! Borernga 
the stern of the Banta Ansa, giving her 
‘aad 0 half im that portion; then 
wiod under ber les oo the larboard tack, 
‘the two shipe souched, as they sageged with 
fury and resctutien : while thus was going on 
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the Santa Anca. 
‘The socount of thie great and decielve victory wae ra: 
coved in Leeden om the Oth of November, with the dix 
whick 
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A Uist of the combined fost ures sod Sree ts the 

sere ea wee epee fo ee 
, sewing a 

Sched by odwirat 

L ahr, Sam " Vv 

Spenian snp, Sam dahon, A, Wrigedler do Varga, 

2 Sp—San Juan Nepoeanoeno, 74, brigadier Cherroca, 


Sp—Bahams, 74, brigadier Galiano, | Gforal 
rs pest to iow, 
Grater. 


@. Fr—Fongueex, 14, M. Beandomn, wrecked, all po- 
nuhed, aod 90 of tho Téméraire's men 
7. Pre—Indomptable, 81, M. Habart, wrecked, all pe- 
rushed. seid to have had 1,500 men on board, be- 
of Decumtonre. 








16 Fr—Aigle, 76, M, Courage, wrecked. 
tS Fr—Achulle, ‘Nisaport, burnt dering the action. 
\. Pr—[ntrégade, 7, ‘M, Infernet, burnt by the Bn= 


fannie. 
17, 8p-—Ban Augustin, 74, bngadier D. Caggal, bert by 
‘the Leviathan. 


18, Sp—Santumma Trmded, 140, rear adwural D. Cie 
‘ners, brigedser D Unerte, annk by the Prince 
and Neptane. 

1. Fr—Redoatable, 73, M. Lucas, eank astern of the 
Swifteure, Téméraare lost 13, and Swnftsare 5 men 


tn her. 
‘2. 8p—Argonasta, 98, D. Pareyo, sunk by the Ajax. 
‘21. Sp-—Sante Aama, 112, vico-adeural d’Alava, captain 
takse, but escaped into Cais, diataasted, 
‘2. Pr—Algenuras, 74, rear admiral Magon (tilled), cap- 
‘Gun ‘Bresre, taken, bet esceped rato Calis, die 


roomed. 
‘33 Pe—Plutn, 74, M. Comme, got into Cadix m 3 siek- 
amg state, 








are NAVAL HISTORY. 
4. Gp—Sam Juste, 74, D. Castou, retersed to Cadis— 
‘hed 0 formas ouly. 
2b. Sp—San Leandro, 04, D. Quevedo, returned to Cadus, 
‘dismasted. 
20, Fr—La Neptune, 83, M. Maustral, reciroed to Catis, 
perfect. 


2. Pret Hbrws, 74,2 Poolaua, retaraed vo Ceds, 
98. Sp —Principe de Astorsas, 312, admaral Gravina, cap- 
‘tain D. Escano, returned to Cadi, domustod. 
= Spo Montanes,--, D. Atcodo, reversed to Cndrt 
38. Fr.—Pormidabie, 60, rear adwiral Darsvor, secaped 
to the southward, bat (with the three following) 
was captured by Sur 8. Strachan, November * 
3 PewMant Blane, 74, M. Vallegrs, 








3% Fr —Scimon, 74, M. 
a3 Fr —Du Guay Trown, 74, M. ‘Toutiet, 
anernact. 
At Gibraltar 4 
a ty 
‘In Cad: to 
Escaped 4 
Tots. 


The order in which the ships of the British squadron 
attacked the combined flrtt on the Bist of October, 
3808, with the names of the fag offcersand captavas 

Tak or waeTam coLve 
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Bargains 96 Hon. H, Biackwood. 
Sieve. 30° Witham Prowse. 
Phobe 36 Hon. T B. Copel 
Need 3a T. Donées. 

Prtle 12 LaeutJ B Lapencters, 


Entreprenente ontter 1% Lieut. B. B Young. 
REAR, O8 LEE COLUMN. 





Bynum, Commanders Killed. Wd, 
Royal Sovereiga 1w0f ok wee je ory 
” Dr. 
v4 Wilham Hergood a a 
0 Charlies Tyler . a ” 
74 Jobn Cooke « ww 1 
ma JN. Morne >. 40 100 
74 Richard King | 1260 
64 Hebert Redmall 2 6 
16 BR Moonom . > sa Bt 
74 W.G.Ratherford | 97 
™ Hopes) yw 
14 Leeut J Stockham 418 
m4 =P C. Durham - 6 
os Rubard Grodl > 6 0 
0 John Goan = 5 7 80 





Totsl . 200 Btt 

‘Tho British lose in the battie of Trafalgar amounted to 
443 killed, and 1227 woanded—total 1,070, The toes of 
the enemy must have been very great—many thousands. 
In the captured sinps alone about 39,00 prisoners (10+ 
‘cluding the troops) were taken and the value of tho 
ships which were captured and destroyed may be esti- 
mated at £4000,000. 

On tho 30th of October the Victory arrived at Gibral 
tar, and in ont week was made capable of underesking 
the voyage to England, when she suiled on the ath of 
Norember, having on board the rewaiue of the departed 
Dero, and arrived at the Nore on the 11th of December. 
‘The body had bean carefully preserved in brandy end 
wpinta of wine, belding a streng solation of camphor and 
myrrh. On being removed from the Victory, tha bedy 
‘was spperelied 1m a masform dram of the lete adisaral’s, 
and lend in the ceffin which hed been presented (0 the 
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CHAP vit 
From the battle of Trafalgar to the batite of Naverino 


‘Tax lose which the French sustamed at Trefsigar could. 
not be repaired Like their previous losses In this battl 
‘they had basarded, not mmply a fleet, but ther nanonal 
navy, on the destrachon of which they must ceass for 
years to ect a8 a marine people A few days suffice to 
‘create a0 army, bot the task xs different when fleets 
are to be constructed, and seamen trained to man them 
‘The uaval efforts of the enemy therefore were conducted 
after thas period upon vo limited a ovale, thet they 
‘would be slasest unworthy of our attention, ware it not 
» aad the 








Bonsparts, still anxious for the preservation of hue 
‘West induwn colons, gathered the wrecks of his sbip- 
ying for an expedinon rato thet quarter. and towards 
tha close of 1685, adeuirel Villanmes and Jerome Bone- 
arte vet asi] with eleven chips of the line, and several 
frigates, which upon gutting out to sen they dinded into 
(wo squadrons, to maltiply the chances of renching the 
‘Woe Indies ‘Admra) Duckworth, whe commended on 
thus station, wae 20 sooner apprised of the tidings, then 
‘be set sail’ in quest of the enemy, whow be fownd ot 
St. Dowrsqus, im the act of getung under wagh The 
Preoch force connsted of five ships of the line, two fri= 
gates, xnde corvetta Duckworth, who hed seven seal of 
the 
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loos of the year another attempt was made to relists 
the Preach West login 





‘the open see, when they were attacked 


scarcely gained 

‘by Sir Barus! Hood so succesfully, that four of the 
figates were captured. 

In the mann time a close blockade of the ports of 





romaine of their savy. The Britlsh ships now dashed 
boldly into the French ports, cutting out and destroying 
their corvettes end gun-boats; mud in this species of 
navel chivalry lord Cochrane ‘was particolarly conspi- 
cuous, In this year aleo the career of admiral Linois, 
ta the East Indies, was beyngt fo © cleo. ‘Notwith~ 








compelled to erik, after a running fight of nearly chrve 


The chief naval exploit of 1807, wex one which excited 
‘net only « very load, but perhaps also a just, outcry againm: 
Britain, ‘of Rarope. 





Forty-two sbipe of war, curryms 0 land fre 


‘bopelem. 

of 89,000 mem, socardingly set enil from England, while our 
residemt at Copenhagen endesvoured to teach the Danish 
aministry the rensopableneas of mach a process. But the 
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Danes were not to be so persuaded, and they prepared 
for a stubborn remetance Their plan of defence was - 
mules to that which they bad adopted aguinst Nelson, anit 
with the same unfortunate results in apa of ther gal- 
Jane defence, Copenbagen was bombarded mto pubsaus- 
won, nad thetr fine fleet, connsting of mxtsen shipe of 
the ime, fifteen frigates, a mulutude of brigs and gun- 
‘boats, and an immense quannty of naval stores, passed 
into the mafe keeping of the Bntsh Apologuua have 
urged, that Britan acted in this case both wisely and 
hhumanely—and chat st was as if a person should deprive 
‘Another, for a few moments, of e Weapon which « wad- 
than would otherwue have matched up for hus destrace 
ton But unfortunately thas, and muuler enalogies, ded 
ot properly fit the different partes , and tho deed of an 
Inah repparee plundering « peaceful mansion of xts fire 
arms would perbaps have beep the jester comparisan, 
‘The course of polities! events had now brought our 
country mnto eolhsion with the Turkish government Not 
withstanding the invanon of Egypt by Bonaparte, the 
Franch diplomanats hed not only rsdvoea 
the Sublime Porte to overlook this aggresuon, bat even 
to proclaim war against the Russians, 20 subserrnency 
to the pohtics of France Thus measure occanoned the 
interference of Britain m behalf of her northern ally, bat 
Turksy ryected the mediation , spon which, xt was de- 
termaned to reduce the recusants to reaeon by the bom 
bardment of Constantinople Accordingly, edmaral Dock 
worth was seut to the Dardanelles with seven sail of the 
line, a frigate and two aloopa, and baving forced the 
Pamage of the straits, he prepared to sot fire to the Tork 
awh capital, but found humself unable, from the state of 
the weather, to being hie fleet mto a favourable portion 
In the mean tame the Turks, who laughed at the threats 
of bombardzsen! theer fornficahans mn 
the strata by the efScient aid of Prench enginecra, 00 
that when Duckworth returned, they opened wach a 
heavy fire wpon bus alupe, as endangered the whole squa 
@com In thus cannomade, the huge guns and mortars of 
the castles wore worked so efecuvely, that they threw 
stone ballets of immense mse, one of which, of 600 Tht 
‘out the main mast of the Windsor Castle m 
two The Brush mautry were sospeskably chagnned 
‘st thus repolee at the hands of barbariaus . and they dis 
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covared, when it was too late, that a 





1a.1000, the coamies of Britain confined their cperations 
te the land, ao that gur ships were chiefly used me trans. 





pon 
farms than any service upon which the ermy or 
navy had ever boon employed. Thirty-nine sail of the 
Une, thrty-six frgates, and a maltitode 
sels, conveying un army of 40,060 mev, would hava 
Proroasad success to any enterprise, but that it was come 
andad ¥7 the inexperienced abd incompetent earl of 
Chathas. the mormng of the 30th of July, this 
sppeared on the coast of Zealaud ; the 

Flusb- 








enterprise, 
‘which cost twenty millions sterling, aud by which the 
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course of the whole War was to be triumphantly tena- 
nated 

After this uh yadged and worse-conducted enterpri 
the naval warfare between England and France, in cou 
sequence of the maritime ® eakacas of the latter, dwindled 
anto a series of petty encounters between small squadrons 
or single ahipe, in which the Brituh were #0 auccessful, 
that ot last xt was difficult to And an enemy Thuscbhged 
them to change their operations, and therefore, metead 
of waiting 10 the open sea for their antagonuts, they 
searched for them in their own ports and nvers In 
Adauton to thu, our sailors now studied the practice of 
attecking batteries on shore, a service 1n which they be 
came both expert and successful, after a Ittle experience 
Indeed, the history of the war of oar navy with Fiance 
from this period, 12 20 monotonous from its uniform sue- 
cess, that it becomes wearuome it resembles the unva 
rying tenour of « romance, m which the Eoght cirant 
always comes off victorious 

A partial interraption to this career of tawrph at 
Tongth occurred, and sf auy thing could allewate such 
& morbfying circumstance, t might be the reflection, 
that no forngo power had produced st It was the act 
of the United States—people sprung from our own berow 
fathers, and mhentmg the same imdomitable spint 
After the war between Great Britein and her North 
American colonies, there had been little cordiahty ba- 
tween the parbes, and tutaal yealonsy had cocanon- 
ally been imbittered by the search of Amerncan ships 
for Britush deserters Indeed, on several nccanons of 
ths nature, war was on the eve of being proclaimed , 
Wut « Lingering feeling of relationshzp atull survived, that 
Jed the way to mutual accommodanon At length even 
thus festing was duregarded The Britsh mutstry, m 
the course of those measures that were provoked by 
Bonsparte's Bern and Milan decrees against our com- 
tmerce, passed a law, forbidding the conveyance of 
French o¢ Spantsh colonial produce im neutral bottoms , 
and ¢his measure struck at the root of American prospe- 
nity, as the shipping of the States was the chief mediums 
of that conveyance Hetahation was to be expected, 
and Congress proclaimed a decree of non-intercourse 
with Britain, by which our manufacturers wore reduced 
to the greatest distress In consequence of the clamour 
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that was raised on tina mcasion, aur ministry repented 
their obnoxious prokubinon , but the healing measure 
was unfortunately too late Before the news could 
arnve m Americs, Congrem bad provlamed war against 
Buta, which was done about the middle of Jane, 
ap 16f2 

Tne engagements by sea that took place durmg thit 
war, were chiefly between angle ships, and they erm:- 
pated almost invanably m favour of Amenca. This, 
however, won mot to be wondered at, conmdenng th 
immense superionty of the American vessels im» 
weight of metal, and nomber of their crews, so that 
‘those which rated merely as fngates were ip all xespe.ts 
equal 1074's Of this our peaple at home were ignorant 
‘and therefore they were alternately maignant or di 
mayod, when they found sbip after ship ceptured by 
erumera that ranked no byber than figates No snch 
results, however, occured when the opponng partis 
‘were equal, as in the case of the Chesapeake and Shan- 
non After encounters both by «ca and land, m winch 
Amndred dluod was abundantly shed, and after success 
which both parties had cause to deplore, thie unuataral 
warfare terminated by a peace u,ned at Ghent on the 
‘2th of December, 1814, 1m which nothing was change 
an reqpect to territorial posveation—nothing mentioned 
about the tight of searching for Brush seamwen—nothing 
about the lnutation of the rights of nentral tratho, All 





























© Fo tine reuon, captain Sef Pulep B Veer Broke recovered the 
herein of ble profiveson, under cistimetanes of 8. MCry cOvAlrhi 
character ston te rina of evion ih the Gone of 
allaring ta. aa ene ‘the Amernan (rit eake, leing 
Pythac hart The Shuman outed ¢s runs, ani had Jt Ee 
weipeake hut 4 rans, with & packs he 
the ruforn did not decline the combat, Dut on Te tee of fine exiled 
debstice of hs oppement | The aah 
(ed on the beach tm witness an engae- 
iF to conte ea for. the palm Ut Banal 
Sepernng, Oeie crews Meine dnenzaued bythe keenest incentives 
of entulition Tae hres wis ned font, nor the combit doubltel 
"feu nauoree tram toe commer reaient of Ee ACAKe My CEpRRID 
coh. Han OPP Pound ag, ud eave ordi "Gor the 
irpome The Fin deck of the Chrarpeal, 
pated ee cee ‘After an encege 
mucne wk cl fasted aiprae, at 
em tr HaGiay "Although the Lomfiet ev short, 
fad st qwinany character caplain Broke wae 
Severely wundcd, ead ine fig tale Want amd parcer were killed 
Shere were beosee jaded" "Fim Aue Pe an Cap 
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these gritvances were left untouched as completely a6 1f 
they had never eausted 
A uniserul peace at length prevailed among the 
exhausted mations of Farope The battle of Waterho 
had been fonght, and Bonaparte could no longer kindle 
contention It was under these tranquil cucumetences 
that Britamn, after baving been «0 long involved in the 
atorms and site politics ot Europe, undertook a war 
u behalf of the pure and generous princrples of hi- 
manity Having previondy, March 25th, 1207, abolished 
the trade 1m negro slaves, 1t was a proper sequel to auch 
a ded to anninlate Christian slavery among the states 
of Uarbary Algiers, the most powerful of these states, 
had bog tsraumzed through the supineness of Christen 
dom, and in the madst of those jealonmex by which the 
‘kingdoms of Europe hed been agitated, the corwure 
Sored to avail each in turn with rmpumty Sevoat 
expeditions, indeed, had been fitted ont againet the 
Algermnes between the sixteenth ind nineteenth centa- 
ties, but while 1 most cases they were mgnally unsuc- 
cenaful. the fow that muceeded had failed to check the 
tnormitien of these barbarians, insomuch that, even 50 
a the nuneteenth century, they ebtl insalted every 
lag, and enstaved the prisooers of all nitions To de~ 
Stroy thi monstrous power waa a task which it best 
Vefitted Buitain to execute 
The firet attempt for the abolition of Chirtian slavery 
‘was made dy negotiation avd admual Exmouth nhe 
tamed from Tunis and Tripoli the recognition of the 
ing of the fonian aslande, and the abo ion of Christian 
slavery within their terntouies On the same requinition 
heing made to the Des of Al.sers, thts barbarian de- 
murred He vas willing to recognise the Toman dag, 
hut as to the other condinon le pretended that he could 
wot comy ly with at until be had gamed the consent of 
faa master the Grand Suymior A sufficient time wan 
slanted him for ths purpose «nd lord Exmouth came 
to Fogland Hut all deliberation and fartber forbear~ 
ance on our part were overcome by a mudden act of 
Dorbarity ‘The coral fishery at Bona ws much frequented 
by the Neapolitans and Corucans every year, duning tha 
amonth of May, and op the 931d of thin month (4 D {81} 
‘while these poor people were enzaged in their reli.vins 
‘worsiup, they were auddenly assailed by troops of hi re 
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nd foot belonging to the Dey, amd batcherod without 
mercy, winle the Bitush flag that wes @ying over the 
Consular house, was torn im pieces, and trampled m the 
sore 

An tasult so gross, from such & contemptible enemy 
was not to be endured, am instant vindication of the 
rights of humanity was demanded , and lord Exmouth, 
whe had conducted the former negobations with the 
Dey, was sent with a fleet safficient to bombard the bar 
Daran's capitel, and was yowed for thin parpme by a 
Dutch squadron, under the command of rear adoutal 
Capellan ‘The armval of Exmouth having been delayed 
by contrary winds, the Dey improved the interval in 
strengthening bus defences, and bringing down 40 000 
men from the mtenior he also threw the British conenl 
anto prison, as well 3 several officers and men, whom 
he had verted in the boats of the Prometheus On th 
‘th of August, 1610, the Britwh and Dutch 
within eugbt of Algiers, and a flac of truce was sent by 
lord Exmouth to the Dey, with w letter of proposals, to. 
whith no answer was returned It wun evident that the 
Sutrap wae determmed to hold out The British admi- 
val's ship bore up to the entrance of the mole, follow 
by the whole feet in order, each ship took up ite 
Ponaon, and a death hike silence prevwled during the 
whole process, which was at last interrapted by the 
ducharge of a wngie gun from the mole ‘This was the 
signal for actu, and » tremendous oannonede followed, 
which was kept up withont intermumon fiom a quarter 
before three until moe, efter which it contmued p 
tually antl belf past eleven The effects of thw bom- 
berdment, winch appeared at sts ceatanon, were ternble 




















Tue mole was covered with wrecks, and heaps of the 
dead, the batteries were silenced, and converted mato 
Leaps of rains, while the Aigerine shipping tn the bar- 





lour worthy of the days of Yan Lrowp and 
De Rayter, and had 141 dalled and 742 wounded, while 
‘the loss of the British conssted of 128 killid, and 098 
wounded Bat the enemy lost between st and seven 
thousand men, wh: fleet and city were reduced 
to wrecks On the day after the bombardment, lord 
Exmouth sent another letter to the Des, still offering 
‘the sawe conditions of peace ke bad previous! held out, 
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provided no cruel treatment had been anfucted upon the 
Brinch conscl, or any of the officers and men of the 
Prometheat The Dey kad no alternative but subruu- 
non , be therefore screed to the abolition of Chretun 
slavery for ever in bus dounmions, the surrender of alt 
bus Ghusuan slaves to the Brith daz, and the rest 
twoon of all the ransom mouey for prisoners which he 
‘had recenved daring the coarse of the veur He was 
‘aho obliged to make reparaton to the British consul Ly 
an inmmable apology, whic was ditated by lord kxmouth, 
und delivered 1m public 

1bi wholesome chastuement wes so effectual, that for 
seven long years the Algenines refiaued fiom there 
‘outed piracies agsanet the Ghristian powers But this 

ate of order win mhsome and unnatural to a people 
who delighted in plander and violence, a0 that, 10 1823, 
they resamed their old practees, by capturing two 
Spansb vessels, and redueang thutr crews to slaves, 
‘and when Mr NuDonald, the Bistish conmul, remon- 
strated, they thew him into priwa An Falah fig 
aud a sloop of war were mmediately sent t0 Algiers, 
to demand sutisfaction , but on meetag with a fiat re 
funal, the captain of this amall force contrived to bang 
oft Mr McDonald and lus faroily, am safety War war 
4.arn procasaned against thie nest of muoirignble pirates, 
4nd bie Harry Neale, the commander-to-cinel in the 
Mediterranean, was seat with a fleet to chastse then 
the eweray had still 40 mach wisdom left as 0 avett tht 
teal by unquahted wuonmen, aud they anreed to 
abandon for ever the practice of Chiistian slavery 

After the nations of Lusope bad been eulled wto wor- 
versal peave, their sympathies were exuted by the 
spectacie of am enslaved nition contending ayamat fear 
ful odds for the recovery of its freedom Greece, which 
tor a.es had been trodden wader foot by Turkish oppres- 
won, bad never ceascd to remember that hberty, and 
those berow examples, with which bur very na10€ 2 99 
wdeotied , and mt Ie2t, her strug les ond suffermngs mm 
the contest excited the uuiversal compassion of Chrs- 
te idem It was the cawe cf a Christian people ageinet 
bitbarane and uobehivere—of the desendants of thos 
who had cteated kinuptan scare and a 
‘4p inst the race. who laid cxtin,unhed at—ated gi 
de will go religious sympathy amaked the matiuns to 
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the reswe Brita head the call, and sould have 
pluo,ed imto the comtst with characteristic ardour, int 
was withteld by her more reflective statesmen, who saw 
Chat the Gime was not rrpe for mterference. At length, 
events cocurred that made nevtrality no looger yastu- 
fiable , and on a.couut of the exterminating matarp of the 
warfare on che past of the Turks, the comimned navies of 
Butain, Prance, and Russia, appeared upon the ocene av 
mediators and erbitrstors By a treaty mgned ot London 
these three powers bad agreed to mterpose im bebalf of 
‘Givece, and tor dhe auppression of anarchy and pracy 
an the Archipelago, for which purpose they furnished 
their continent of slips, and the Britwh feet, ander 
the command of Sir Edward Codrington, veaed ite 
station in February, 1827 Un the 25tb of September it 
was a,reed between Sir Edward and Ibrahim, com 
rannder 1m chief of the Lurkish and Esyptan forces, 
and who supermtended the Turkish simament, that an 
arinstice should be established between the Turks and 
Greeks by land and sea, upon the faith of which the 
Turkish and byyptian fleet was permitted to anchor un- 
amiolented an the bay of Nav arino 

1t was not long, however, before symptoms of spa- 
tence were exhibited im this quaiter by the Turks 
‘Tbey wire eager to violate the armuatice by co-operating 
with the Tand forces of Ibrahim at Patras, on which 
account @ strong division of the Meet, under the most 
fusolous pretunces, strered out of the bay die Edward 
sinmedin ely gave chase, to recall them 
ing upon their rar, aud watching their motions, 
compelled them as well as @ rewfurcement of fifteen 
ips that jomed them, commanded by Ibraby 
fo teturn to Navarine While the com! 
duckey and ype was thus blocked up in the spacious 
Day, Ibrahim who wus maddened at the thought of being 
‘unable to jon bus army at Patras, began to vent hus fury 
upon the surounding country All the atrocities of & 
Jurkosh war were let loose upon the nnresinting mba- 
Ditants, men, women, and children, were wercilessly 
sloughtered, or sold for slaves, the houser were de~ 
stroved, the haivests consumed, and oven the very 
frees torn up by the roots In consequence of this 
strage violation of ibe truce, the British, Russian, aud 
Jonch commanders scut « remonstranu: to the pacha, 






























10 JHE BAIILE OF NAVARINO. 583 


who, howcver, kept out of the way, upon which they 
resolved to restram the enemy effectually, by mooring 
im the midat of them Tbe ships of the allies waghed 
anchor for this purposs on the 2th of October, and 
stood in for the bay, but no sooner had the fing-ship of 
admiral Codimgtua passed the Turkish battery than 
Ibrahim became visible He dispatched a mcssage to 
say tbat be had men no permmanon to the sllies to 
enter the port To this Sir Edward rephed, that he bad 
come to give orders, not to receive them, and 
‘8 angle abot were Sred against kim, the whole Turkish 
and Egyptian fet should be destroyed 
Jn the meaa time the allied fleet took up its poston, 
the slips ranging themsclves ui the forca of a crescent, 
opponte the enemy , the anohors were doped, and tho 
saila clewed up, and enoh vessel being eccured with 
springs ou its cables, awaited the fist movement of the 
‘euemy—Sir Edward Codrington having ordered, that not 
a gun should be fired unless the Turks commenced the 
attack The hostile Meets stood at gaxe, as af neither was 
Willing to begin, aud the silence continued vo loug, that 
the expectation of battle was dying away, so that the 
band of bur kdwaid s ship bed roustered upon the quar 
k, with ther momcal instramenty, when « gun 
‘was fired from one of the Turkish ships, which was fol 
lowed by a ducharge of musketry The long-delayed 
battle now commenced and the camnonnde, which was 
close and heavy, contmmued with scarcely an intervul for 
the space of four hours But the enemy, notwithstanding 
thew numbers aud ferovious courage, were no match for 
steady European valour, bucked by science and expert 
ence Ship alter ship belonging to the Turks was xe 
duced to wreck, or wet an fire by ste own crew, that 2 
amight not fall into the hands of the Chrishang, ao that 
the whele bey was at length covered with wrecks, and 
enveloped in conflagration The Turkish ships which 
‘were destroyed were old, and im the estrmation of our 
seamen unfit for service, but the Egyptian ships were 1m. 
‘the best vendition ‘The principal loss fell therefore upon 
the Pasha of Egypt,and as the conflict had been brought 
about without any hostile mtention on the part of the 
alles, they ceased to act as enemies when their oppo 
nents were overwhelmed The same terms were offered 
to Ibrahim Pacha as had been tendered before the battle, 
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coupled bowever with the assurance, that the next 
amfringement would be followed by the utter anuhilas 
tion of whatever sips survived Ibralima was now too 
‘weak for farther resistance, and gladly consented to 
Pacific measures ‘This humihation of the most powerful 
vassal of the Porte ied the way to the full establish 
ment of Greek independence 

Ace said that this disaster was not anacceptoble to the 
Pasha ot Egypt, although the chief sufferer, aut affirded 
him a pictext for renouncing an expensive and de 
structive contest, in which be must submit to act as the 
‘Vansal of the Grand Seigmior uch, alas! aie too fre- 
quently wary and victories, im which fleets and armies 
are sacrificed for the selfish purposes of some intriguing 
politician On the other hand when tidings of th 
great ony al uchiesenient arinved mm Kngland, the m 
ter who had felt 20 much for the regeneration of Greece 
was dead—the eloquent Caunmg and the minutry 
‘that followed baving talen a different view of tha 
question, 1t was officially announced as ‘an untoward 
event which ought to be re,1tted and that without 
benefiting Greece 1 would only weaken Turkey, so as 
ta promote the selfivh views of Rusia Thu policy of 
the idmiausttation of the duke of Wellington had the 
worst cilect It encoura_ed Turkey to remut the claims 
ot humimits, and maintain a Christian country in bonde 
‘which in days lovg gone by, had been the most 
pushed it uleo produced the state of things 
whith var cabinet hid represented as most tobe drended 
‘The repiet with winch they appeared to receive the 
ucount of the battle of Navanno led the Turks to eup~ 
pove that the Englich admiral bad acted contrary to 
auetructions apd that England wes only wa ting for an 
opportunity to break with France and Russia,and to take 
Part with them The consequence was, thet Turkey 
dusulted Ravsa this brought ou = war that terminated 
am the aggrandiveroent of the latter, and the treaty 
which was ead to have Ind Turkey at the mercy of her 
amplaable enemy 
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CUTHBERT COLLINGWOOD, 


BINON COLLINGWOOD OF CALBURAE AD EZUTOOrE, 
NORTUUMBERLAND, 


1730~1810, 


‘Tuts admal, not only one of the ablest,but most amiabl 
of British naval commanders, was Lorn at Newcastle up n 
Tine, on the 26th of September, 1750 The family of the 
Collingwoods, which tracts a remote antiquity, was pos 
scaved of igh dutinction m the county of Noithumber 
land, but 1 consequence of ite devotedness to the house 
of Stuart, durmg the asal wars of England, and aft 
wards in the rebellion of 1773 the hereditary evtates passe 
to a young branch of the Cs Ihugwoods, 0 that the father 
of Cathbert waa reduced to a very woderate furtuni 
C sthbert, after some time spent at a stiool in Newcaatte, 
Lupt by the Rev Hu,b Moyses, wis placed 10 the Davy, 
when only eleven years old, ander the protection of lia 
€ onin, captarn (afterwards admis!) Bi athwarte 

Upon this bis early entrance mto aenve life, Collings 
wood used tw tell the following cbaractenstic ancc- 
dote While he was crying piteaualy at the thou,bts of 
lus separation from home, after be bad come on board, 
the first heutenant, who pitied the poor child, addressed 
num 1n terme af soothing encouragement Jins sympathy 
had sack on effect ayou the gallant little midshipman, 
that he led the worths officer to bus box, and offered bi 
the chowest treasure be thought 1t contamed, 1 the 
auupe of a large puce of ptum-cake, whub bi mother 
ad given bm 

‘The Shapnon was the first ssp 19 which Colhng- 
wood served, mat be conuinued several years, and 
he wes indebted to his kind relative for amstruction 
tm nautical knowledge, which he studied with great a- 
mdusty He afterwards served under admiral Hoddam 
Iu entermng the naval service, however, Collingwood had 
neither family nor court mfuence to advance him, aud 
therefore, m mpite of his merits aud acquirements, be did 
not bevoive @ heutenant wnat ho had served fourteen 
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‘years at sea, and attamed the aze of twenty five The 
‘example of one vo cercumatanced, who notwithstanding 
fought bis wax to the chief command and a peerage, 15 
well worth the study of those who, like hiro, are entirely 
dependent upon thur own diligence Thu frst promotion 
he recenved from adrairal Graves, 10 1775, at Boston, on 
the seme day the battle of Bunker a Hill was fought In 
1776, be was sent to Jamaica m the Hornet sloop, and. 
scon after the Lowestoffe, of which Nelson was second 
Lieutenant, came to the same statiow Long before, these 
twa young men had been im habita of great friendship, 
and upon this meeung their intunacy waa renewed 
Mere also st happened that, as Sir P Parker was the 
frund of both, whenever Nelson got astep m rank, 
Collingwood succeeded him, so that be was transferred 
to the Lowestoffe, then to the Badger, ta wiih he was 
made a commander, m 1779, and afterwards t the Hu 
(tumbroke, a 28 gun frigate, by which time both the 
frends were post-captarus 

Aseivwe in which Collingwood was employed at this 
tymae, 19 bent atated in the aumple lingaage of his own, 
f autobingraphical sketch —' The Himchinbroke, be 
» ‘was, in the spring of 1780, employed on a0 exp 
ton t the Spanich warn, where st was pioposad to 
asa into the South Sea, by a navigation of boxts along: 
ne ver San Juan wd Jakes Nicarigua and Leou The 
Jan was formed without a sufhuient knowledge of the 
ountty, which preaented difficultics not to be surmounted 
yhaman shill or pereverance It was dingerous to 
‘rocred on the 11ye1, from the rapidity of the current, 
nd the nomeroas fulls over rocks which intercepted 1 
asigation, the climate too was deadly, and 20 const- 
ution could ranat sts effects —My coustituvon rensted 
tany attacks, and I eurvived roost of wy ship's company, 
emg buried m four months 180 of the 200 who com- 
rod st Mine was not @ singular case, for every ship 
bat was loug there suffered in the same degree The 
raneports men all died, and some of the ships, having 
one left to take care of them, aunt in the harbour, but 
ranaport sinpe were not wanted, for the troops whow 
aey had brought were wo more , they bad fallen, not by 
ue hand of am enemy, but from the contagion of the clt 
vate’ Prom this fiabtfel puture, we can eauly per- 
uve that there are far greater detmanis upua the truly 
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hncrore than the mere couraze mecessmy for batt. at 
there are Ganzers more appalling to be faced, ind tanserscd 
mote overpowering to be endured, than those that on- 
gmat 1u the hot and heady confict 

‘From this Upas-like station Collinswood was fortu- 
nately relieved, mm Augast 1788, and im tho December 
following be was appomted to the command of the 
Pehean, a amali fnyate of 24 guns. This transition, 
however, at first seemed to promuse no great benefit, for 
am August, of the following year, there was a severe 
horncane, 10 which the Pelican was wrecked at mid 
might, ou the rocks of the Morant Keys. On the auc: 
ceeding day, the sbip's company managed to get on 
shore, ou safts made of the small and broken yards; aud 
upon thse sandy ulands, with httle food, they remained 
ten days, util « boat went to Jamaica, and the Diamond 
Arygate came and took them off. After this escape, cup 
tam Collingwood was appointed to the command of tho 
damson, o4, and when abe was pad off at the peace m 
1783, he was appornted to the Mediator, and went to tho 
‘Went Indies, where be rematwed with Neleon, who com: 
manded the Boreas, on the same station, till 1786 He 
Rete cooperated with Nelson in one of the most diftoult, 
of that hero’s warfares—bis attack upon the selGebnoss 
Of the citizenn of the United States, and forcing them to 
observe the provinous of the navigation Iawa, and they 
Jomtly sexzed all the veatels they could find sbeatly trading: 
to the West Indves, notwithstandmg the clamours of 
those Engluh planters who were mterested 1 it cor 
tinusnce ¢ Had it aot been for Collingwood,” says 
aun, in one of his letters, ‘this station would have been 
the’ most duagroeable J ever saw’ After ths severa 
ordeal, whub happily was short, Colhingwood returned 
home an 1784, where he continued tll 1700, * maki 
ho says, ‘my acquaintance with my own family, to whom 
J had hitherto been, as it were, 
must have been hterally the case, as be left bus country 
‘at the age of eleven, and did not return ull he was in the 
middie stage of Ite In 1790, an armament being fitted 
out agaist Spam, he waa appointed to the command 
of the Mermaid, and went to the West Indies with ad- 
sural Cormeh. Affaars, however, both with Spam mpd 
‘Rusax were soon accommodated, and captain Colling- 
‘wood sowing no prospect of employment at sa, returned 
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homa and warned Mus Blackett, a lady of ls native 
town, by whom he kod two daughters He uow felt 
‘Dumeclf happy with an amiable partner, and im the pos- 
session of every domestic bleang, but just when these 
bad become mast endearing, be was compelled to 
relinquish th consequence of the war that broke 
‘out with France, in 1793 He was on this occanon ap 
pomted captam ot the Prince, the fag sbip of rear 
admiral Bowyer, and afterwards of the Barfleur, and 
‘was present in the acon of the Ist of June, 17% In 
this hard three-days Ggbt, the Barflear was engaged mn 
the hottest of the Gre, but although Collmgwood behaved. 
Inavely, aud was wounded, ho wae passed over in the 
aepatches of Howe without notice—a neglect that gave 
surprise to the whole fleet It was not indeed until 
1797, that he received one of the medals which had been 




















souck im honour of thie victory 

From the Barfleur, captain Collingwood was removed 
to the command of the Hector, and afterwards to the 
Excellent, m which he was employed in the blockad 
of Toulon From this station he waa sent to remforce the 





shere comes the Excellent, whith 1s us good as two 
added to our muaber' In the battle off cape 
cent, the first slap the Excelent engaged was 
‘yador del Mundo, 112, which struck after a short can 
nonade, but Collingwood, snwilling to waste ture, Inft 
her to be secured by come other ship, and pusied on to 
the attack of the ban faidro, 74, which m tem minutes 
was gind to haul down he: coloars After making a mg 
mal for some veustl bebind to come up and take her, he 
Passed onward between the Brituh hn 
‘and cams up with the San Nicholas, 
Josef, 112, whore he found Nelson hotly engaged, 
to we bis own phrase, ‘dreadfully manted’ Hi: 















ing 
mlenced thei fire, Collingwood went an to the enormous 


fourdecker, the Santems Trindada, 142, whuh be 
‘engaged for an hour, antl she was a complete wreck 
After 0 glorious = victors, we find the heart of this 
gallant hero so completely at home with his famly, 
that he preserved for Ins father wm law a double-headed 
shot of the Santunsa Trimdeda, werzhins fifty pounds, 
fe place among Ii curionties, and for bis wilt the 
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rmage of St Indore, thea patron amnt of the San Imdro. 
Congratulations poured 15 upon Collingwood, after the 
battle, from several of the Coghsh commanders, and ot 
‘these none was more fervent or more welome than that 
from Nelson ® Zt was m wetter of ovnree, that, ma 
reward for bis gallantry, he should recerve oue of the 
medals acrack on thus occasion , but on the istimation of 
Jord St Vincent to thw effect, Colhngwood firmly re- 
fused tw accept it, am consequence of the strange way 1a 
which bis serrices had been overtooked on the Int of 
June Both medals were afterwards transmitted to him, 
‘with a cavd apology from the first lord of the admiratty 
‘Captain Collmgwood continued im tha command of the 
Excellent, under the orders of lord Bt Vincent, tli 
Jonuary 1799, when ins ship was paid off, and on the 
following month, he was rawed to the rank of rear 
adimrat of the white Qu the 12th of May followin; 
by howted bis fla, in the Triumph, under the oom: 
wand of lord Bridport, om the Channel atation, and m. 
the month of June, 1990, be shifted it to the Barftcur 
In the following year, be was promoted to the rank of 
rear-almiral of the red During all thie ume, he was 
ermployed 1m the blakade of the enemy, a service which, 
thaugh requinog grat vislance end labour, afforded 
Bo opportumbes of duplaymg bis bigh qualities, 
exept tm the negative fact that the hostile fleets dd not 
wre to Lome out, to tempt the tial On tho return of 
the Ba.@eur to Spithead, witb the rest of the feet, i 
May 1802, admiral Collingwood revisited big faunly 2 
Northumberland, where be remained till the conclusion. 
of the peace of Aunens, happily employed rn the cult 
non of bis studies, the education of bis children, and 
lus favourste purant of gardeming avd plioting Thus 
latter occupation was 90 much hus delight, that, on on0 
‘ovcanon, & brother admiral, after having sought bim for 
# Toug ame in vain, at length found him at the bottom of 
the garden, me deep trench, diggmg very zealougly with 
the gardener Tios delightful course of domeste Lap 
Pines, however, was shortlived While as yet he had 
deen sosbort atume at howe, that, to use his own affecting 
expresnou, he wad ‘ scarcely known to his cbudren,’ he 
‘as called away bythe return of war That happy home 


A2L2eT fhe serount of the tunle off cape St Veoent ia th hf of 
chow 
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atu family Ke war never wore to reviut To 1693, he 
TR Bagland, aad un the promotion of admanalein Apuil 
w the Lue andrenuind 
lus former Jere the blockading aystera 
was kept up with nach stisctn 9s, Mut €cliingwood free 
quently posed the whole ult on the quarter-derk, 
when all the uther offivers were worn out with fatecur. 
Gn these otcwstaus, le would take and broken 
aleep upon # yun, from slach he would nse fram tive 
to time, and eucep the honzoe with lis usgbt-gtass, Jest 
the enemy should cacape 10 the dark He also abnfted 
huis ag from ship to ship, as tbe ocrasion required, 0 
that he was always upon his station im @ vessel Bt for 
ferswe, without deing obliged to retura into port for 
Victuallon oF repairs. After having remained on this 
station ull May, 1805, adtral Coline wood wax called to 
pore wctive service, having been detached with a 1e- 
iuforement to the blockadinu feet we Furrul and Cade 
AC the laiter place, he practiced a strat icem that exuited 
the admurnuon of the whole Brith navy Wath only 
three ships of the Ime, a frgate, and a bomb, Wy blocked 

p the whole fleet of the enemy an the port of Cadiz, and 
0 comeal the wraknew of bie force, be contuued to 
anuke rigmala, an sf Kecping up a commancatian with a 
Britieh feet, im the distance, by which the enemy were 
completely deceived On this account, they did not dare 
fa vuntute aut Lut afterwands, on bing Funforced, he 
establuhed a stent blockade of the amall ports lying 
betworn appe Dt Mary sand Algesiras—a riearure that 
wcamoned the oltimute saling of the combured Betta, 
ant the destructon that afters ards befel them. 

Land Netron having returned to this stabon 10 Sep- 
tubs, reaumed the chief command, and was delighted 
to tnd tht lus * deat Coll * was to serve as second under 
tums Here they exerted themselves to allare the com- 
‘ined feces from cher harbour into the apen sea, and 
Muh what success, Jratalear soon witnessed It wana 
happy event for England, on thus occasion, that ane 
heart and one sovt animated ber tuo brave cont saudira, 
40 that they could depend upon each other with the 
taoet tmphest embdence, whatever might be the emer- 
Hem. ‘1 send you,’ antes Neloon before the battle, 
“my plan of attack, as far as a man dare senture wo 
ucts ut the very uncertain posiuon the enemy may be 
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found in but,my dear frend, tus to 
at case respectiig my inteuuans, and to give full scope 
to yonr judgment for carrying them into effet. We 
ews, my dear Coll, hare no little jealounes we bave 
only one gieat object 14 view—that of anmbslating our 
enenues, and erttiug a glorious peace for ovr country. 
No min bes ruore confidence in another than [ hase in 
you’ And never mdeed was each confidence better 
bestowed In thie place, however, at would be unne~ 
cessary to Lepeat how ultautly he led the Royal Sore~ 
reign inta tbe midst of the enety, while the rest of tho 
ficet was a nile divine, and with what rapture Neon 
eachamed, at the sprctacte, Src how that nuble fellow, 
( llingwood, takes ba alup into action? ~Haw T ensy. 
Inno Equally unnecessary it would be to particule 
the differvnt skips he encountercd, and the effs rte bi 
exertions produced upon tha the mint aiustrious of alt 
nur naval viteres yen wlnle he ww 1 the hottert 
of the contict, before the other ships had come up, and 
while he was encountered by five ships at once, he was 
employed at one mime m lwkiog to the nafety of his 
Heming, at another, to the pesersation of hiv brave 
wand frequiutly trasessane thy quarter deck, and 
WE the AUN, to We that they were priperly 
Wien the ships of the We colmmn at Iemgth 
overtook bin, aud entered ante acon, they thought the 
Koved Sovercizn must hase mavnerdly persed am sch 
tunequal coutct, aud therctore st w 46 with yoy an 
astonutiment that they saw her flag sull flying ¢rumph- 
antly above the awoke At half pest two, when the 
Anna strark, adroirat Collingwood wax informed 
that lond Nelon bad been wounded, and theve tidings 
were accompanied with bos lordabyp's Inst farewr lL. ¢ My 
heart, writes Cullunznoo |, in tua dapat rimmediately 
aftce dhe battle, ‘ts rent sith the most ponent grief, 
for the death of a friend to whom by many yiars of 
snumaes, and a perfict Loowteder of the virtues of bus 
mund, winch inspired adcas supe ena to the ¢on aim Tae 
ot men, | eae bound by the stronzed tvs of ailection ~~ 
A unet to which even the gloriows occasion on sich 
fil does nut bring the consolation which pethape it 
aah * 

‘Ralson o repeated aud last commaud was fr the Brie 
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‘tush flest to amchor—and some have presumed to throw 
ame upon Collingwood, becanse he did not anchor ac~ 
cordungly. aunt be recollected that, at the time 
the order was gives, Nelson was lysng wortally wounded 
tu ins cabin, and unaware of the state of bus feet. Even 
‘the Victory was af this time ao cut up, that she was 
soeapable of beng anchored. Instead of saving their 
oy 
















mmced by the eur 
savy gale of wind that was blowing, 
vapidity with which the water shouls on the bay 

‘While such an expenment wald 
dangerous even fer sound ships, it sould 

unnently so for shops that bad been demaged 
4 ritory ae that of Trafalgar. Besides, in the mere 
article of seamanelap—ante which the question reeolee 
Maelt—the experience and skill of Collingwood were 
‘certainly aupenor to those of Nelsoa,, and these qualities 
were bent exhibited in withdrawing the fect from a 
daugerous len shore mto the open ven 

tei pleasug to turn from the carnage of battle to 
those 1udiations of generosity aud buroanity that sume 
mes follow st, apd aoften ite atrocines. Yo allevinte 
the suttennge of the wounded prisovers as much as 
ponible, aduural Collingwood, who had now succeeded 
Wo the Conia rote tu the governor of Cade, offering 
tw seud these men to the buepitals um sore, to be cured, 
on receling receipts for their uxmber, aud an acknow- 
Vedgricnt of their Levog preoners. This was giatetully 
agroed to by the pmernor Moats wae accordingly veut 
to the ships for the wounded, und the necessary primes 
‘wore ,1ven thet these men should not serve azatn either 
by land of seu, untal they sbould be regularly wachauged. 
Jue governor also offered the same accommodation to 
the wounded Kngiukmen, pledging the Spanish bouour 
that they should be carefully atti nded to, and fatbfally 
returued—n offir that was gladly accepted by the con~ 

jerurs, nud ot winb they had ne reason to repent. 
Presents of fruit and wine were hberally sent also from 
the sore tw the aduural and efhoers, which were reci- 
Proated by an Eogleh cheese, and a cack of parter— 
Great vertcs at that ute tw Codis. How happy it 
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would be for the world if this were the only species of 
warfare between nival nations—a contention of bene 
solence and courtesy! 
Ja cuvsequence of the glorious victory of Trafalgar,* 
houowra, 0 well mented, were bestowed upon Colling 
wood ith no stnted measure, ‘The thanks of by 
majesty Xere officially transmitted to him through the 
tordu of the admiralty, he wan ratced tothe peerege by 
the title of baron Collingwood of Calburoe and Heth 
poole, oa the county of Northumberland, with an bonone 
able augmentation to bis arms, be revired the thanks 
of buth houses of parliament, and the freedom of the 
principal ewes of Great Bitain In addsnen te these 
tides and honours, « pinnon was granted to him by 
parharoent of £2000 per sonum for hua own hf, and in 
event of bit death, of £1000 per annum ‘to lady 
Lothingw ood, and of £389 per annum to cach of bis two 
daughters Ibe following playful remark im one of by 
letters to lady Collin, wood, after bis arquinition of rank, 
rermmds ua of the elt vated smpluity of an ancient Ro 
man ‘1 suppose 1 must not be seen to work in my 
ganien now, but tell old Scott (his .ardener) that he 
need not be aubappy on that account ‘Though we shal? 
fuser be able to plant the Nelson potatos, 
ave them of some other sort, and ngbt woble cabbagea 
wo boot, in great perfection” At thin time, while bis 
fame vevounded throush Burope, be was so pot, that 
ther, Was marcely money enongh at bus bankers’ to pay 
the usual expenacs Cor bis patentof vobilty Hasexplosts 
a2 wow made bis life » desirable prize for authorshi 
and an sppheation being made to him for thi 
he cmploved a inend to draw up 2 memoir, of 1 
gives the tollowing laughable account * Por my birth 
aod parentase, he hw selected two or three chuptra of 
Bamfylde Moore Carew, for my service 1m the West 
Indies, and on the Spanish main, he bas good eaststanve 
im the Histery of the Bucraneers, and fur my ship= 
wreck, he bas coped a grest deal aut of Robmson 
Cros at of which, with a few anecdotes from the 
Lives of the Adiurals, a litle distorted, wut orate, 
apchned to think, very respectable prece of biography * 
Alter the siutory, by which the pavies of Fiance and 
Span wmyht by sad w hase been anmbvlatcd, lord 
Set the actu is of the battle of Trafalyer an tbe ile 14 Seba 
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Cotlngwood had po opportu: ity of distinguishing him 
self tm a guueral action, spl bowever his exertions 
‘ere of thy toost barasang description, as the blockade 
of the enemies’ consts Was so ngdly conupued, that 
scarcely oue of thitr ships could venture to sea without 
Letag captured, aud therfore, instead of returning home, 
to reatrie those beautiful vinons of domestic happrieas 
fo which lus heart was eo much alive, the service uf bus 
country required that be sbauld continue at 61 














allauce with Britain, or at least neutral 
Inst ursico no paval commander was perhepe ever 90 
1d The atgucity of the statemnsn and the 
ALIN of the most prectiscd diplomabst seemed to urn 
hin character, th the qualities of the werner so 
when be bi longer an opportunity of reaching the 
enemy with bw cannon, be dived with an mnturnse per 
eoption sto their measures, detected thetr intrurues, and 
citer dicomcerted thera by lus judicious moveruents, or 
warned the Biinsh wintry, and pot thum upon their 
fumed 10 thisway he gained ri torves that were avis 
Jean aud ut the tnve unfelt, Lut whuch redounded ax mach 
to the wulfare of bw country, a sf they had becn attested 
tm captured fleets and stormed fortresses Hie oficial 
‘currespanilenct % As 90 woultifarioas, that, besidcs bisown 
court Ht embrared the courts of Span, Naples, Turkey, 
Morvcro, Alunrs, Tun, egypt and Alba 

le, alen and baybly trcditable to 
and mental culation, 





































‘yet his letters exbibit an elegance of at 

banour to the most accom 
seid one of our great 4: 
‘where lord Collingwood got bu style, 
better than 





vont 
whed shar 











‘were tmposed upon brs, 1 
that the relies of the enemys fleet woukl venture to 
ve rm ai opportunity of achieving 

2 victory and terminating the naval part of the war by a 
Je blow, bis mind aud body became so exhausted 
Aen, that he sulictied perenusion to renga the 
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command, which ancther lem sealous im bis counny 
service would have abandoned an ihegust But on bens 
Sufurmed that bus services were still sndispenaalile, he 
Lonseuted to hunger on, 1 obedience to patrionsm and a 
sense of duty—and clinging to thy hope, that Le soou 
might meet the enemy at sea and obtain a tnumph, 
‘without siueb le Rnew thet bis long aed arduous air- 
vices would make no nmpresnon wpon the opinions of 
hu countrsmen Before ke had received the anewer to 
lua request to be allowed to resign the command, he thus 
luis mituation to Indy Collingwood — You can: 
not conceive how 1 am wormed by the Proach, their 
ficct w Aymg in the port hers, with all the appearance 
Of suling 1 2 few hours, and God knows whither they 
wall saul at all, for J get no intelligence of them 
L bave a double sort of game to play here, watching the 
Ficnet wath one eye, «bile with the otber [am dincting 
the anmutance to be garen to the Spaniards The 
Conduct of the fet alone would be easy, but the pal- 
tical correspondence which { have to carry on with the 
Spaniards, the Turks the Atbamane, the Egyptinus, aod 
all the atates of Bachary e.vus me auth copvtant owup: 
te, that F really ulten fel ny spirits quite exbauetid, 
aud’ of coun my health ws much impaired but if f 
mast gu on f will do the bust Tan He did indeed go 
on although a fatal diverse was growing upon him, 
droucbe ov by contiuement ou buard sbip, and continual 
bending over « deeb, im comsequence of thi multifarious 
« vereapondencr 
At Kcagth, when his lordstup was so much exbaunted 
ht by enull no longer undergo the slightest exertion, 
mediate return to Fogland was declaied sbeclutely 
ease ry for the presers stow of hus life, and he 1enymed 
the command to rear admiral Martin, on the 3rd of 
March, 1810 When the Ville de Parse om which he re- 
turned, was warped out of port Mahon, he railed for a 
{w moments, when he felt humselt out at sea, and in the 
Wipe of recovery suid tu lus attendants, ¢ Then | may 
Jet nse t0 meet the French once more’ But thu was 















































wy awed, and 
when 4 fcar was expressed Uiat the motion of the tevse? 
Guturbed hum, be avewered, ‘1 am now in a state m 
which nothing im this world can disturd ma more 1 am 
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dying, and f am sure st raust br consolatory to you, and 
all who love me, to sce how comfortably f am coming to 
my end’ On the aame evening he expired, having at- 
tained the age of Hifty-nime years and ox monthe. 
Hitherto, there had been a striking awociation between 
the f Nelson mud Cotlingwood, so that in every 
case tbe ane bad become the successor of the other. 











Five times bed the latter succeeded ls frend—in the 
Lowectoffe, the Brutol, the Bedyer, the Hin-hintroke, 
and wo 0 





‘chief commana after the battle of Irafaigar 

haweser, the suc euswn was not to cease, Ho 
by they were unt divided,’ and 
Cathedral, by thr sie of but beloved pre- 
decracce But even n uobler mewoeiaton than 
on their characti1s, 0 that they will dexcend to posterity 
united, and as long us the British Mog shall 
the achievements of the British navy be record 
Arininples of the one will he connected wath the mi 
the otter, and the tale of Inufalzar be the common 
Mmupumeut of Nelson and (« llingwood 
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SIR JOHN THOMAS DUCKWORTH 


A748 1817 








neuccessfal commandirs, bas been eubjcctd to great 
and upjust duparaxement Ue expedition tu Con-Cat 
tauople, which exposed hens to this unpopularity, xaw 
one of the most arduous and doubifal ever undertaken, 
and sts complete euccies was only prevented by the 
wholly soadequate force which was placed under bis 











command He was one of five sons of the Rev Henry 
Duckworth, rector of Fulmer, Bur kin, hemshire and war 
Lorn at Leatherhead, 1m Surres,on the 28¢h of February, 
{795 He was sntended from ins infamy for the naval 





stip of war in hi tiny uniform We ar mfermed th 
he was sent from binte ut that early prriod of hte, not 
because he way a rung and vipormue bay and well 
Lifvd from education of any particular wish of 
but beesuse his Cather had « large fannly It wurely 
‘cannot be for the interest of the naval scrnice to have 
children attached to our shipa uf war, that afterwards 
they may monopolize the bououre which the country te 
‘willing ta confer for dutinguushed services At the 
Preseng time, when the manning and efficicncy of 1 
Mayy uw oveupying 20 Touch of the publi attento 
might be deserving of consideration whether at world 
not mduce young men of respectable parents and ,vod 
conduct to enter the sertice, if a regulation exieted that 
fave « power to captains of ships to udvance to the rank 
Proportion of the most deserving of 
who exam might be subjected to the same 
exammation as ‘the privileaed feu, before butoming 
eligible tw hold the rank of lieutenant 

fu coneeque ice of the emerst pe ice wink was brou.ht 
mhout after the aceisaion of Gorge IIL, moval preter 
rucat advaaced very stosly gutt the American war aud 
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young Dnekworth only obtained his leutenam’s com 
saison so June 170 He was furtunate in being af 
‘Painted th the Princess Royal. 06, the fag-sbtp of admiral 
Byroa, 1 whub he prucerded to the West Indies, and 
was engaged tn the encount r sith the Preoth sqaadron 
under the count D Eatangy He was within @ few 
months after that affair appoint d to the Rover «1 op of 
war, with the rank of master and commander * He 
was onderid 19 cram off Martimico, to look into the 
arkour of Port Royal daily, aud prevent all suppl 
from entering—which service he performed to the ai- 
tufaction of hie suprriors Ia June, 1786, be obtained 
hie sank of post-captamn and soon after returned to the 
Princcos Woyal In Febraary, 1761, he removed anto 1 
Grafton, 74, and waa sent home im charge of a valuable 
convoy, chiefly laden with sugar During the homeward 
Pasrage, which wae very tempestuous, with apichly crew 
and taany invalids ou bowd, be acquired « high rept 
fation for bis humamty and otteution to the comfurt of 
hiv crew, aud particularly to the sick, to whom he rave 
up hiv tresh provisions and wine, and contented hunselt 
with exactly the samme aalt provisions which were served 
out (0 the men A amilar condact ought to be recom- 
aucaded to nll soung officers 

We appears to have coptinucd unemployed unn the 
breakin, out of the Preach resolationary war, when, in 
4793 he was appointed to the Orion, 71 and shared mm 
the honour of lord Howes brilliant sactory of the ist of 
June, 171 Op that memorable oceanon the Onon wre 
the third whip on the larbourd divimon Tu 1749, he Was 
wntrunted by lord St Vincent with the commind.of the 
aetarhnient of ships employed at the reduction of Mt~ 
more whi Le hoivted hus broad pendant in the Leesa- 
than 7 

In 
and sent tu acatme the command im chit in the West 
In hes On this stihom le wat successtul on cuptunng 
tminy prizes, shu added Tuccls to hie private fortune 
He also amusted in the reduction of the rl ands of St 
Rartholowes and St Martin, for eluch services he was 









































ST present ane rank 1/ madera smnteted J 
‘ane and be uourable trae thas, 
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created a knight of che Ratb, aud obtained 1 grant of 9 
Trnson of £1800 a year 

(On the ernewal of hostilities after the peace of Am ens 
¢ Wan again sent to the West Indies, and € 
he became vse admiral of the blue Ia 1800, when 
stung off Cadis, he learned that 0 French Mect bud 
sorted tor the Wea Indus ath a riew of sucourmg the 
tmportant colony of St Domingo He rmmediitels col 
tected bit squadron and said am pursuit of them On 
rriving im the West Indie he formed a Juncuon wut 
ear admiral Cocbrane when tht Lnglish squadron, 
wh now consisted «f ueven sail of the line, two fir 
ates, and two sloaps steered for Sz Domingo On the 
mormiug of thet th of Februmy they dreovared the cnimy 
ana Compact Ime undit ul nat, gomg before the wind 
Sor (ipe Nisgo to windward of Ocoa Bay and as they 
Coneste Lof only tive aul of the line two frigates and 
corvettr the adnural cmcluted that they were ende 
Youring to Orm 4 junctom with thar reniwning force , 
tid in conmquen.e shaped bis conrse f0 present at, 
whuch Was comphtily ected by a hitle after mine, 90 
Av to moke an icten certian adeural Duckworth then 
tuleariph L the squadron hat the princep al obyect of 
atv ch weald be the admiral and lus seconds—and at 
thre quarts» pist mine fe tne wlape to take tations tor 
Qh ar auutwa) «apport and cnganc the encmy as they pot 
ty ad thee ty Coquge as close ax pamble Mt ten, the 
Supery «Lied upon the box of the Alexandre, 60, the 
Acadang sbup and commenrcd the icton but afur three 
Lroadudes she shee red off the mgnal wax now oma 
fur clove action and an the words of the sdrosral wn hi 
atch, We were emabled to attach the ademril in the 
L129 the fie of which bid beau he wy on the 
Norttuamn’ sbind be sm, rear-adiniral Cochrane « flag 
Dy th stim toc movementof the Mexandi¢ bad thrown 
hr atom, the ke division which fear alnurs Lown 













































Urcat seversty till hull past cleven, 
whin the French admural much shuttered and com- 
pletely beat, hauled dire ty Or the and and not bemg 
a nui of at teunty anbutes betore nuom ran on shore, 
hie foremast then caly standing which (ell directly a 
stshing at wlth time the Superb, being only 1m seven 
fitlom water, was forced to Baul off to avoid the same 
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ed, but not long after the Diomede, 84, pushed on 
chore near his admrel, whex all the masts weor 
‘think at a duty I owe to character and my coantrs, to 
dd, from the snformauion of Sr E Berry, that thin v6 
dove after eke bed otrack The Agamemnon desieted 
from fining snta her on the ceptain taling off bie bat, and 
tuaking every token of surrender, and carta Duna 
fmares me both ensign and pradant wers down to 
comment on which I leave to the world About Afty 
leven the firmg ceased’ This spirited, 
-4 am less than two boury, in the capture 
Jestruction of th five French ships of the ine the 
Alexandre, 86, the Jupiter and Le Brave, 74, were 
taken , the Imperal, 120, and Diomede, $4, were burnt 
Tha two fugates and corvette escaped The Fughah 
Iie of battle ships engaged were, the Superb, the flag= 
ebtp, captam Keats, the Nortbumbcrland, admural Coch 
rane, the Canopus, admvral Lows, the Agamemnon, 
sapeim bir EZ Berry, the bpencer. captain Stopford, 
the Acasto, captam Dunn, and the Magievenne, captain 
Makensie 
Qn the ares of the important intelligence 
Bogland, the tower guns were tred 8 UDEDINO! 
sore of thanks passed both houses of parhameut The 
corporauion of Lundon, also, voted Sir J Duckworth the 
freedom of the city, to which was added a avord of 
the value of two bundred guineas 
I the mean time, one of the umval revoluons of pol 
drought ue an collision with the Turireh govern 
ment This power, wbich kad been adrovtly pacified by 
Ronapaste, notwithstanding his uvasion of Eyry pt, was 
disposed to co-operate with France by commencing hos- 
‘tuhties agmnst oar alles, the Russians, and as xt was of 
importance for Britain to prevent this step, abe reastved 
to am a blow at Turkey, similar to that which bad besn 
succemsful Denmark This measure was alo re 
commended by Mr Avbuthnet, our mimuter at the 
Parte, who, like many civilians, was a thorough behever 
tm the ommpotence of the Brituh navy, on whub ac- 
count he represented a2 attack on the Turkish capital 
as a very enay explot It was therefore resched to 
send & squadron under the command of Siz John Duck 
worth, to indwe the Turka eitber to withdras ther 
uruity from Frauce, of to surrender ther det, or, in 
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ease of refusal, the admoral was ordered to bonibard Con- 
staatinopie, and destroy the Ottoman nary, but for ths 
achievement, which was far more difficult than the 
bombardment of Copenhagen, no greater force was 
granted to Bir 3 Dackworth thax eght stops of the 
lane and three frigates, one of which ships, the Ajax, 74, 
took fire off the uland of Tenedos, and was completely 
destroyed It was not recollccted that the Turks, al 
‘thoagh no soldiers sn the field, from want of discspline, 
are yet matchless in combat behind stoce walls and 
fortresses, and would make 2 terrible renstance when 
the fate of thew capital was at stake 

‘Op the 19th of February, 1807, 5i¢ John Duckworth 
forced the passage of the Dardanelles, which wi 
(ended by the celebrated forts of Sestos and Abydoe, aud 
tinmerons batteries which bed deen erected in all dire 
Gons, there were also one line of battle shyp, four frigates, 
and three corvettes, moored 1n Ime, which were as god, 
tf not detter than battenes This formidable defence w. 
Pamed witb trifling low, and Sir Sidney brmith, 10 
Pompet, was teft wo destroy the ‘Turkish equadton, 
which ke sccomplabed ta two boers, by burning and 
blowing thora up He also Innded a party of mances, 
whe spked a battery of thirty cans, and otherwise de- 
atroyed the defences The British squadron proceaded 
without (arther renstance and came to anchor at the 
Prince a Islands, in the sea of Marmore, within a few 



































expedition 
‘Thus far the adventure had been prosperons, but the 
‘aspect of affairs soon changed Mr Arbuthnot, who was 
now on board the feet, hed fallen uck, 1m consequence 
of which the megotatons were suspended , 
Turks, who bad diligently employed the 
maulnplying and strengthening the defences of the caps 
tal, were mow able to laugh at the threats of a bora: 
berdment. Ther poboy bad been to gun ume to mot 
these own ships up the Bosphorus, and to fortify Con- 
staptinople At first, confident thet the British coald not 
Pane the Dartapelle forts, they had not put the city into 
fit state of defence, bat, on sesing their mutake, Ubey 
tte work with surprinng exergy, and anluckily the 
apchorage taken by the squadron wae too dutant to 
aD 
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‘ensble Duckworth to mop ther opersbona. They pot 
aly deonived the sdimiral, bat, by sone of their repre 
seotanens, Sur Bedsay Smith bimoelf, and oli the Engheh 
merchants and snterpreters It  exey to find fealt after 
‘the event, but we Debeve st ss now the openisn of the 
‘best-snferiad ofhoers in the naval service, that Ser John 
Duckworth if farrly sudged, dad busdaty The expedition 
‘Was Rot stroug enouzb to overcome by terror or conflict 
ech a paver, aseated us it was by Pravce. To effect 
wach & purpose, how ultogether ssadeguate were aught 
fail of the line, chron frigates, and two bomb-vesels, 
whievt any additional troepe, provincos, or ordaince 
ores uct so much ava single transport! The mesdron 
‘was now seen to be placed us & ponton of ummunent 
perl The enemy were strengthoming the Dardanelles, 
therr feet, which had gone eoly © Cow miles up the Bor 
phorus, chreatened to make an attack the fet wind, and, 
ou the 1st of March, the admiral, sbut up 10 # vea out of 
which he would have bad to Szbt bs way through dif 
Sioalnee daily becoming more formidable, Jetermived, ws 
the wind was fevounble, to pesh out, and turn the war 
toto a blockade ou the outnde of the Dardanelles The 
upedition, to have bad eves © chance, mach lee a 
certaunty of wuccess, should bave consisted af at least 
‘Aftonn cat! of the line, ton frogntes, tab domsbe, and as 
manny begs and fre ships, with 20,000 a train of 
amullery, and storesbipe Te stuaven of Dekworth 
‘was nsw tral; critical contend of bombarding Constan 
tineple, st was quesnonable whether he sould bo able 
‘to retrent, as the castles wn the straits, which bed beeo 
made tenfold stranger, were ready to gu 
‘faresell, on bie departare Thus, after 
threats wbuh could not be executed, apd ome and 

that could net be recelled, 0 Bhituh Geet 
to seek a baserdeus retrest from a barbs 
rounenemy Gn the tad of March the admural weighed 
‘uachor, and stood down the Dardanelles, in order of 
Dattle, and on the following day the batteries upon the 
‘tuo points of the stritts once were opened their treman. 
dous Gre, dre bargung missiles of 4 cine and wenght an 
known in modern warfare Some of the Turkish guna 
‘were at least two feet four mches in the diameter of 
‘there cahbre and a stone shat of eight Inndved pounds! 
‘weeight struct and demaged the Windsor Custe The 
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ether ships suffered dreadfully freee toe formidable artil- 
Very, nnd maght be accounted fortanate 1m having made 


‘thetr eacape. 
in whch one of 








906,000 noldvers, was to be subdued or utterly annibilated 
‘by seven sail of the line and three fngates!! The con- 
duct of car msnistry on this occasion reminda us of the 
confidence of the Kmght of La Mancha, who proposed 
to crash the pagen host of Alsfanferon by the prowens 


of bas single arm 

fo the menn time the Rassians, for whose sake this 
choice experiment in warfare bad been undertaken, 
were to have eent their feat to co-operate with the 
English admiral, but, fortunately perhepe for them- 
sclvea, it did not arrive in time to share in the blows 
‘and leurels of the confit ft was only when Sir Joho 
Dnckworth had cleared the passage of the Dardanelles 
thet be was jowed by the Russan admiral Siniarin, 
‘with exght sail of the Lise. He strove bard to persuade 
Gir John to return with bie to Constantinople, to fight 
or negotiate, according to circumstances — bat this tar? 
taton was dechaed, and Siniavin, who was told that 
m Rasnan feet coold hardly succeed where a Bnneh 
08 hed failed, duscovered so touch wisdom 1p the bint 
‘that, instead of repairing to the Turkish capital, be set 
‘aul for the Tagus A loud outcry was rawed by thone 
who did net consider with what a mere mockery of 
force Sir John Duckworth bad been sent on this strange 
erasade—a force that, so far from berng able to fight, wae 
scarcely euficrent to run away The imnistry at length 
1m therr profound sagarity percesved, that the smeans had 
wet been calcalated according to the obyect, and that 
they bad forgotten to send a powerfel land force that 
might have destroyed the costles 16 the straits, and 
Chan co-operated with the fleet before Constantinople. 
Bet thus happy ducovery, which oaly occurred after 
the disester, was too late to be employed against the 
‘Tarks, at only served to jusnfy the conduct of the u- 
saccemfai admiral, after be bad been suljected to much 
‘undeserved 

Ser Jobn continued to be employed m the Med:ter- 
ranean until isi, whem bs returned to England He 
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was che sant to aesume the command on the Newfound 






on bus retarn be was 
Plymouth He died on the I4th of Apri, 1917, 1m the 
serentieth year of hus age 


JAMES GAMBIER, 
BARON GAMBIER, OF IVER, BUCEINCHAMSRIUR. 


17341833 





tan early age and, un 1771 
"under homb, 1n which be was captured 
et under conot  Eataing He was 
‘moted to the rank of post captarn, the Oth of October 1a 
the and appointed to the commaand of the 
Raloyeh, 22 Lu chs frigate he was engaged m repelhng 
the French attempt apon Jersey, the 6th of January, 171 
ud afterwarde proceeded to the cosst of Anurie, 
the reduction of Charlemtown in South Caro- 
‘on shore with the brigade of se 
In 1781, be captured the General 
Awerian ship of sar, mounung 20 guna 


















Defence, 
one of the fleet under the orders of earl Howe tn May, 
174, the Brest feet put to ses, for the purpose of pro- 
tectung the arriesl of a fleet Jaden with corm frm Ame- 
nice, the pressure of want throughout Franes being then 
so great, that the goverament determined rather to nak 
a defeat thas to be exposed to famice tn the ectiows 
thet eoaued, captarn Gambier bore a moet dutinguubed 
share On the gtorioas Ist of June, the Defence waa the 
first vessel that cut through the enemy s ling, passing 








away wi-mast fell m-bosrd, and the whole of 
the quarter deck and forecasile guns were rendered use- 
Jes The loss she sustained on that and the preceding 
ted to eghten men killed and tbity-nine 


At uve general promenion whieh followed this importent, 
‘victory, taptain Gambier was nominated « colonel of ma- 
nipea, mm the winter of 1794, be took the command of thi 
Pre George, 98, ating at Chatham, aud, on the let 
of Sune, 1705, be war advanced to the rank of rear 
adanral’ 10 1799 to be sice adtorral, and admural im 1905. 
In March, 1705, by was appomted one of the commis 
sovers of the admiralty, which office be retained until 
Pebruary, 1801, when he wae sppointed third im com~ 
mand of the Chancel fect, and howted bus flag in the 
Neptune, v¢ 1m the sprang of 1463, he proceeded to Ni 
foundiand xs gorernor, aud commander ia chief of the 
squadron employed for sta protection. 

In May, 1904, be was re appointed & commenoner of 
the adwiralty, and coutinued there dunng tho admins 
tranon of viscount Melville and lord Bakar, unl the 
denth of Mr Pitt, an February, 1906 On tho 14th of 
April, 1u@7, be again became a comanssioner of the nary, 
‘under lord Mulgrave, and in the following summer, he 
‘Was pent with a squadron to demand possexson of the 
Danuh pavy 

The first divinon of the armament sailed from Eng- 
land og the 26th of uly, 1307, and the second on the 
whole amved off Wusheck, 2 village aitu- 
between Elanore and Copet 
, where the army, 
under lord Cathcart, was disembarked 
tion, and on the following day, the joint commanders 
staued a provlamatioa of the causes winch bad Jed to 
oeule proceedings on the part of Great Britam 

‘The Danes attempted to anuoy the army by the fra of 
‘there pun-boncr, end baving refused to surrender the 
‘ships of war on the condmnons which bad been prescribed, 
the ssortar-batteries which bad been erected by the 
army (September 2) around Copenhagen, together with 
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‘This wao granted by Gambuer and Cathcart, when cor- 
tain ertcles wore agreed upon, by which all the Danish 





five jren-boots, with the stores un the arsenal, were to be 
delivered up. Thas umportant clyect was attuned with 
a lowe not exceeding 330 men, in killed, wounded, and 
meaning. 


ural Gambusr memedietely began to St oat the 
aid up m ordinary, and at the end of the capitu- 
lation, they ware all ceaveyed ta England, together with 
the stores, timber, and every arnule of naval equipment 
found in the arsenel and storebouses, except one hive of 
battle sbrp, that grounded on the le of Huen, and was 
Aestroyed The squadron arrived safely at the end of 
October, and om the 28> of January, 1808, the thanks of 
ath houses of pariament were voted eo the naval and 
wWilstary commanders, officers, seamen, &c employed in 
the Into expedstran to the Balte 

For the able maaner 1m which edoniral Gawbrer had 
conducted thi expeditien, the dignity of a baron of the 
Umtad Kingdom was conferred upon bum by patent, 
dated the Orb of November, 1867, and 4 pennon of £2000, 
‘was offered to hime, which he generously declined 

In May, 1006, lord Gambuar retared fram the admiralty, 
ou being appointed te the ommand of the Channel fleet. 
‘Whilst at the admuralty be applied himself with great 
asudaity to the dunes of the situsnon The Plastagenet, 
74, waa built oa a plan suggested by bum, and was 
considered by judges of aaval archatecture to be of sin- 
welarly fixe mould, and exquimte proportions, Beumg 
‘without © poop, she passed, at a distance, for a large fr- 
Gate He alec cowpuled « code of viguals for the navy, 
‘which had not been dene eunce the umperfect exuding and 
Aghtung inetractons usaed by the duke of York, aftar- 


© Two of 
wera TE elise of tuate whi and te frignies worn denmroredy, 
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wards Jomes II. In that cole, bus lordsbup insertd a 
het of the shipa of the navy, with numbers egunst ther 
Mewes, which was considered & great improvement ho 
alae drow up the * General Instructions’ for the direcuon 
and guidance of officare in the interna! duciphae and 
overamant of the king's ships, with the duty of avery 
officer clearly pornted out. 

‘Nothing material occurred 1m the Channel fleet when 
under ins lordship's command, until the month of April, 
1900, whau a detachment attacked a French squad 
tn the Aix roads, aud destroyed La Ville de Varsovie, 60, 
Tounerre, 74, Aquilon, 74, aud Calcutta, 90, bendes driv- 
ing several other ships.on shore A difference of opimion 
respecting the practicability of destroying the remainder 
of the enemy's squadron, creakd « misunderstanding 
Between the commander-m-chif and lord Cochrane, 

4 the command of the fre-shipe, aud Jord Gam 
dior, 10 consequence, requested » court-martial to a 
tints bis conduct A court was accordingly assem! 
beard the Gladiator, at Portemouth, the 30th of July, 
1009, connnasd by adonraments Till the Oth of August, 
when he wi honoural ly acquitred, aud his seord 


‘Nate ithstanuime this decision, however, lord Cochrane 
yore im bus place im the bouse of commous,on the tuth of 
January in the following year, and nioved for the mie 
utes of the court martial which bad bern held on lord, 
Gerabier--contending that he bad been ucquitted op in 

and added, that, even if bus lordabip’s 
nd anxiety for the benefit af bis mujesty's 
service’ could be proved, ke should mull oppoes & voto of 
thanks, as being entirely uncalled for, and calvaiated to 
lower and é 
‘This motion provuked an extended discussion 
was contended thet the mowon cast sn unmen 
wpoo the members of the court martial, and that the 
evidence adduced on that occasion was 
satisfactory. Thu mouen of lord Cochran 
‘by a maority of 132, and only 19 voted for it A vote 
ef thanks was then propowd, and carted by 3 large 
aayority 

Lord Gambier connnued in command of the Chunnel 
Meet uno) 1811, when the three years, to which 116 te 
nure 1 limited, ox pared. 
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On the deth of Jely, 1814, lord Garabier was apponted 
chef communoner for concluding a pesco with the 
Waned dtates of Amenca, the first mesnng for which 
took placa at Ghent, on the th of August, when prelumt 
nonies of peace were signed on the Math of December, 
sud reutied at Washington, the 17th of February, 1618 
For thie serie hu lordship was nominated a grand 
rose of the Bath on the Tth of June following At the 
accesion of Willem LY, he was advanced to the rank 
of mlmital of the fleet Hu lordships 
om the Ich of Aprl, 1933, at hus house at 
Unuridge 

His lordstap marned, m July, 1788, Louse, second 
@augbter of Damel Mathew, of Felix Hall, 10 besox, 
Yeq, but left no family, and the peerage bas become 
enunet 












THE HON TIOMAS COCHRANE, 


HART OF ULNDUNATD AND BAROY COCHRANE, IN 
PL LELKAGE OF SCOTLAND 


wore 1705 


Tats dutioguished ornament of the British navy was 
‘born on the 14th of December 1775 The frst ennobled 
sncustor of but lordship was Wilhacs Cochrane, created 
Deron Coubiae in 1607, and earl of Dundonald, 1a Ayr 
shire, Scotland, in 1060 The father of lord Cochrane, 
‘who wos the ninth ear! of Dundonald, and dutagaubed 
by bus love of science and bis useful discoveries, bad 
pamed the eacher part of hus life un the naval service, 
and hue mother was the daughter of captam Guvbrut, 
eu oficer of high reparation im the nary From thees 
circumutances, as well #2 the ardour st this Bue univer 
salty felt for the marae profeamon, lord Cochrane 
chotos may have ben directed He was taken 

the protection of his gallant cacle, admire) Str Alexander 
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Cochrane, whan oaly cleven years old , but os bus guantien 
had taken cere to provide ium with an excellent tutor 
on board, hus scholastic studies ware continued, whl 
was acquinng the practical koowledge and experience 
that were necessary for bis profesnon. 

It appears chat, even during this carly period of his 
appronticesinp, lord Cochrane extabited many remark 
able proofs of that sagacity end courage an naval afferrs 
by which he was afterwards ao conspicuous, and upon 
those, several strange tales have been founded, that are 
certainly ton romantic for the purposes of veritable his- 
tory Notwithstanding the precocity of hus merits, 

the strictness of naval regalations Kept bim in 
rank of milshipman, until age, as well xe 
aereices, warranted bis promotion. 1bis did not take 
place ull towards the end of the war, after which bis 
ise was no longer restraived by rules, and went onward 
with mented rapidity 

‘Ths bret explot worthy of notice, after lord Cochrane 
becawe lreutenunt, acurred 1m December, 1797 While 
he us serving in tord Keith s flag ebp the Queen Char- 
latte, the Lady Nelson, cutter, was observed off Cabarete 
point, 1n the bay of Algeairas, engaged with several 
French privateers and «uu boats, by which she was sar- 
rounded, and on the eve of being overpowered. Lord 
Keith, who wes lying to Gibraltar bay, smmediately 
dnepatched the boats of the Queen Chartotte and Emerald, 
<otomanded by lieutenants Bauubridge aud Cochrane, to 

‘suautance, unt! abe got under the gums of the abipe. 
Bue before the boats could arrive, the Lady Neleon wi 
boarded, aud cared off in tow by two of the Preach 
privatoars, upon which Baisbndge boarded and re- 
capoured the cutter, while young Cochrane gave chase 
to the flying enemy, and but for ‘Anos of the 
aught, would have taken them oll Hos gallantry on ths 
‘eceasion was so gratifying to the admiral, that be was 
appointed to the command of the Speedy, a sloop of 14 

- 
("iin sean te ord Cochrame was thas able to act om hus 
own account, a rapid career of bold exploits succeeded. 
In Fobruary, 1601, he took the Caroline, a Franch rag, 
Teden with orduance stores, and m Apnl, several 
bpanuh rebeques Bat the most smportantof his achiavo- 
ments, at this time, was hus attack snd capture of the 

ane 
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Spanush frigate ¥1 Gamo, of Barcelona, on the 6th 
of Muy The inequality of farce on thu occonen wea 
truly alarmmg The Spemard mounted thuty twe guns, 
of which twantytws were long twelves, eight were 
nines, and two ware hesvy cerronades, and had # crew 
of three hundred and nineteen men, while the fourteen 
ane of the Speedy wore cooly four-pounders, and her 
‘qrew Af two men andtwo boys. Such odds might have 
aumted any commander, but bis lordship knew the 
qnemy well, and he rightly sadged, that ble chance of 
susceas lay in the boldness ead suddennom of kis onset. 
‘No sooner had he announced bus parposs af boarding, 
than not a man or doy of the Speedy would remain 
elow all swore to follow bum, and even the sargeon 
wadertook the management of the wheel Hus little 
Yeuse! was lud alongside her mountainous adversary, 
and the Eaglsh salors, led by their daring captain, 
chmbed the rigging, and leaped upen the deck of the 
aemy. The rasutance of the avtounded Spantarda was 
‘spintloss and brief, they were soon gled to stnke to such 
determined enemies In thie mnguler scuon, the Speedy 
had caly three men hulled, and eight wounded, while 
the Gamo, besides her captars, hed fourteen kulled and 
forty-one wounded The Spanith officer who sucoreded 
to the command, afterwards berged of his lordship 0 
certificate that he bad done bis duty bravely, and 
Cochrane complied in a humorous fashion with this 
‘very modest request ‘1 cernfy, he wrote, ‘that Don 
——— bas debared ke a real Sponierd" The pompous 
foot did not parceive the saresem unphed m this equi- 
voque om the contrary, bie national vanity recerved 2 
ay the Lughest of comphmente, and be bowed to kus 
sword hilt in the very excuse of bis gratitude 
Tt was net Song after thot event that lord Cochrane 
was disthaguisbed by on equally bold exploit agunst the 
enemy While he was cromng off Barcelona, on the 
Aut of Jane, be fell in with the Engush tng Kangaroo, 
commanded by captars Pulling , and in consequence of 
futelligence which the two sficers received from a Mi- 
‘morquim privateer, they determised to go in chase 
convoy, comming of fre armed vemels 
‘twelve ships, aboot three days’ sal abesd On 
morning of ths Oth, they caw the convoy ef 
‘wader Ube aheltar of the battery of Oropeso, asd 
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protected by « xeboque of 90 guns, and three gan-boate 
« encouraged by the md of such an ofi- 
cer as lord Cochrane, reselved on an immediate attack, 
mm the face of these formidable obstacles, and accord. 








and two gun boats to the aid of the Spansards, 
renewed with greater fury than over. By half past 
three the xebeque, and one af the gun boats, went to the 
‘bottom, sncther soon followed ibe battery and the 
four gun boats that «tll remained Kept up their fire fll 
eeven o'clock, when the formes was mlenced, and the 
mt to fight The boats of the Kanyarco and 
Speedy then employed tll midoubt i cutung 
out the vemwels of the convoy, under a hvsvy fire of 
‘auakotry from the shore , and they soceeded in bring 
ang off three brigs, inden wito briad, nes, and wine 
In the penions fight, which lasted threa bours, Jord 
Cochrane, bo was Dever particalarly scrupulous about 
las own personel safety, received w brume, and wat 
slighuy singed After basing eccured the three prises, 
Su rerurued ace more to the shore, in the hope of 
deringiag off the rest of the convey, but mm thi 
disappowted The remaimder of the vessels 
eather sunk or driven on shore, during the interval 
‘While lord Cochrane commanded the Speedy, a period 
of ouly ten voonths, be hed captured thirty three vemels, 
mwntisg 1m all 196 guns, and mauved by 543 persone 
After each am unprecedented run of success, 1t was fot 
to be wondered at af a reverse should follow. Such did 
indeed take place , but 1 was one which neither pru 
jence could foresee, nor valour 
afuer the destruction of the Spamsh con 
had dhe misfortune to fall m with 


Cochrane exhausted every resource of sesmansinp 00 es 
‘cape, bat im vain, bes litte vessel was overtaken, and 
obliged to sinke His capuvity, however, was of very 
short doration On the Oth of July, an engagement 
‘wok place between Sir James bavmares and Lincs, in 
the bay of Algeuras, and su consequence of = fag of 
trees, seat by the Brituh commander on the following 
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day, to treat about the exchange of prisoners, Jord Coch 
vane, with other officers and seamen, obtained bus 
Kiberty 80 highly were hue dustiagusbed services now 
‘appreciated, that on the eth of the following month be 
‘was promoted to the rank of post captain, in La Raison 
frogate, after which the peace of Annens, that immed: 
ately succeoded, gave 4 temporary repose to the British 
navy. 

On the renewal of hosulities, 1m 1883, lord Cochrane 
‘was appornted to the command of the Arab, and im the 
following year, to the Paltas, a frigate of a2 gone After 
the ruptare that had taken place with Spain, his Jord 
up was employed in craising off that coast, where he 
sade peveral raluable captures, the clef of which was 
Ti Fortuan, a galleou, Inden with specie to the value of 
£150,004, and with merchandwe of nearly equal value. 
In the midst of battles and victenes, which of them- 
are but vulgar things, it 18 pleasing to cont 
‘& trait of generonty as was exhibited 
captors on this occasion The captain of tl 
and the aupercargo, on being taken prisoner 


fartber qusstoned by their conquerors, they un- 
1d & prteous tale, too common, ales’ im the anpals of 
Privateoning warfare They bad toiled for twenty long 
Years ander the turning sun of South Amenta, in par- 
suit of comfortable independence, their mdustry hed 
been crowned with success, and they were now retarn 
aug with fortanes, to epend the eveuing of their days 

ig their frends, when thus eudden stroke bad be- 
reaved them of their all—so that, im their old age, 
they wast commence the world anew Even this was 
eaptem bad so 


im the capture of 
‘Thus ptteous narrative 
completely melted the hearts of the victors, and opened 
their hands, they retarned 10,000 crowns of the spoil to 
the unfortanato wufferers, and these men were enabled 
to return to therr Bomes in comfort, and with tears of 
esrautade 

Ts the year 1606, lord Cochrane diwnoguubed himself 
by a vers bold and successful attack upon the enemy 1 
te Guuane, a river the most dificult in aargabon of 



























COCHRANE. as 


ell the rivers upen the French coast. Having received 
smportant intelligence respecting the aitution of several 
corvettes lying there, he resolved to capture or destroy 
them Accordingly he sailed up the mouth of the river, 
and havmg anchored close to the Cordoran light-house, 
a litle after dark, on the evsaing of the Ste of Apra, 
he wanned the boats of the Pallas, zuto which hus bearty 
crew racbed with such engerness, to share 2n the ad- 
yeutore, that more volunteered than coold be well 
admitted After the boats kad been well manned, they 
pulled off to the scene of action, which was more than 
twenty miles above the anchorage of ther skip, and 
such was their promptitnde, that by three o clock, 4 a, 
they had reached the spot, and commenced operations, 
They boarded and cut out Le Tapeguese, a corretio of 
14 long twelve pounders, 95 men, although 1t was lying 
under the protection of two powerful battenes The 
marving at leagth dawned, the alarm was spread, and, 
sother Trench corvette of still superior forc 
rer the captured Tapaguese but after an 

was oo roughly handled, that it coly 
escaped falling ito the hands of the Engliv 
rapidity of the ude While this victory of the ebips 
Doate was in progress, the Pallas had not beeo idle 
Three ships of the enemy bore down upon it, but lord 
Cochrane, slthongh he hed suncely hands euough left 
to work the vessel, resolved to meet them 
He wesghed anchor accordingly, and attacked the 
such vigour, that be drove them all on shore, where 
they lay complete wrecks ‘These three ships mounted 
tm all Gt guns What evbanced the pleasure of this 
double victory was, that 1¢ was eccomphshed without 
che loss of & ‘ouly three were wounded 

‘Thue lost dance saggesta a very ioportant com 
sideration in the character of lord Cochrane s muda of 
warfare From the pecahar denng by whit all bu 
explouts were distinguished, it might be thought that he 
‘was more indebted to rashnese and good Inck, than those 
higher quahties that are essential to a complete com 
mander But such an den would be a miserable mistake. 
Never perhaps was sach remanuc boldness mm attack, 
combined with such wise piecauton and carefal pre 
Peranop No dwspanty of numbers or strength of positon 
‘would appear ew have checked bis efforts, but these 
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gency that might be hkety to happen Before an attack, 
he recounstred the enemy i person, tock all the 
Bectesary soundings and bearings; und often passed 
‘whole mights wader the enemy's batteries, with the 
lead hne or the spy glass in continual oparabon When 
all was ready for ection, he would never allow bis boats 


shore, he moored « boat im by a light Indian rope that 
floated on the water, no that # communocation was esta- 
Dlshed with the stupe , and rm the event of a reverse ar 
cheek, the boats were hove off by the capstan, ro that 
the crews had only to attend to the mensgement of ther 
wanpons ‘The happy fruits of these admirable precau- 
tions were viable in the fact, that perhaps no com- 
der over achieved suck daring and successful (este, 
so small a lon of hfe In consequence of such & 
Tare combination of character, the satlors followed him 
th enthusiasm, and ander uch 2 confidence of auccens, 
wan of steelf half the victory and when be was 
eppointed to the Pailas, on the breaking out of the war 
411885, he could man his frigate altwost matantansously, 
when seamen for other ships were difficult to be foand 
In the next month (May) thus indefatigable officer das 
tinguished himself by the destraction of the Semaphores 
that kad been erected along the French comt These 
‘bad boon hitherto so serviceable to the enemy, that no 
vooner did a Britis crower appear, than the wtelligence 
was immediately conveyed to every post,1a conecquence 
of which lord Coobrane had been disappointed of several 
la captures , ba, therefore, at a time ‘when he 
nothing better im view," resdlved to put & stop to 
this practice Accordingly, he landed with his mariues 
and boats’ crews, and potwithetanding the defence of 
the milius, be demaluhed the posts at Port deta Roche, 
Cahole, and L'Ance de Repos, burnt dows the buildings, 
und carried off all the mgasi fiage He also cerned by 
‘storm the battery at Pott D’Equilon, demebshed its 
stores, ond blew up the barrack and magempe, bui the 
French convoy m the mean time got into 3 nvar, and 
managed te escape, 
‘Only (our days after the foregoing exploit, lord Coch 
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rane, while be was crulang off the ule of Abt, dacovered 
a French frigate of 40 gune,that bad grievously annoyed 
the Eagish, attended by three trgs, all geting under 
sal Confident of success, although so vastly inferior sn 
force, bs tordabap remained under topeails by the wind, 
to aweit them, and af half-past cleven, « smart popt 
Bank fag commenced, which wea severely felt by the 
enemy The battenes on the asland of Arx opened also 
on the Pallas, and acanaonade continued tilloneo clock, 
when lord Cochrane having gained the wind of the 
enemy, threw bis vessel between the batteries the 
French squadron The enemy's fire slackened, upon 
which that of the Pallse was ardered to cease, und every 
preparation to be made for boarding The colluson of the 
‘two ships was ternble the Pallas, by far the lighter of 
the two, had her guna driven back ito her porte, and 
or fore top mast, j2b-boom, fore and main top sai] yards, 
ome sail-yard, busopkin, cathend, charn-plates, fore- 
fore sail, and lower anchor, torn away, with 
‘stich ast but ordsksp lind. purposed to heok on” Even 
an it was, the French frigate would have been captured, 
dad not the French admiral, seeing her danger, sent two 
others to her rescue In this daring ex; 
‘ed only one man Killed, and five wou 
Dewg 20 disabled as to have become a complete wreck, 
wade out to ses with what little sail could be sot, after 
‘which she was taken in tow by the sloop Kiugfsher, 
that comme to ber asnmance Lord Cochrane was thon 
epponted to the Impaneuse, » frigate of 40 guns, in 
which be vigorowly resumed bis farourite warfare of 
cutting out vessels In this he was so successful, that 
Detween the 13th of December 1806, and the 7th of 
January 1807, he took and destroyed Gheen ships of the 
enemy, chiefly laden with wime and provisions The 
boats of the Ieperense also made a successful attack 
‘upon Fort Roquette, at the entrance of the basm of 
Arcamon, which they lend im rouns, destroying at the 
tame time a great quantity of wmbtary stores This m- 
‘portant service was se well demgned and condacted, that 
¥t was acommplshed without the loss of man 
It w now necessary to turn from the emake and nowe 
of po many engagements, to the civil and poltrosl trans 
actous with which lord Cochrane's career bed been 
lately divermfied Jn the summer of 1805, aftcr his 
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sierieae wenwacrative crmee, by which all eyes hed been. 
‘turned uped hus, he was desroua to obtere a seat in the 
house of commons, for which purpose he offered himself 
aoa candidate for the torvagh of Honiton, m Devoushire. 
In this peat womeanlorert pppdomtrery im spite of 
yp bik repatation—protably on account of lateness 

foun ofer ln the following year, however, when a 
ganeral electhen took place, in consequence of the death 
of Prt, he determined to renew the attack in profes- 
momal sts1e, and ncoordingly he posted from Plymouth, 
accompamed by twa Leutenants and « midshipman, all 
an fall cuuform, while another carnage followed, manned 
by lus hearty crew newly rigged out for the occasion, 
and commanded by the boatewan, who was seated on 
the roof This strange proceenon, which reminds us of 
‘that of commodore Trannicn when be went to the church 
to be marred, was more successful than the commodore's 
da having a fear wind—at last it arrived at the bustngs 
‘without being blown ont of sts was retarned 
by the electors without bemg oblige Fy carry the hust- 
ange by boarding, but as the parhament was soon dis 
solved, there was Tittle call at this peried upon his talents 
ae senator His chief exploit xn thos capacity was & 
Vote agumat Catholic Emancipation 

‘ofore the revolt of the Spenserds aguast these Freach 
‘oppressors, Jord Cochrane departed on an independent 
erawe to the coast of spain , but on his srraval there, be 
placed binself under the command of Jord Collingwood, 
‘who was umployed in the blockade of Cadis | When the 
‘Spaniards afterwards rose sgainst the enemy, bis lord- 
skip ably annated therr efforts, m one of which be com- 
pelled the castle of Momal to surrender, by which the 
road to Gerona, that was bemeged by the French, hed 
been completely commanded From Spain he returned 
to France, and appeared aff the coustof Languedoc, where 
be ru |, 1m September, 1808, bas war against the ob- 
noxious Semapbares Those which bed been newly 
conatructed ut Boundique, La Puede, St, Maguire, Fron 
tagman, Canet, and Pay, be completely destroyed, with 
‘the houses attached to them, fourteen barracks of the 
gens-d’armes, a battery, and the stroog tower upon the 
Yake of Froogzan * Nothmg, entes the commanter- 
au-chvef om that station, ‘can exceed the acuvity and 
xexl with which bis lordship pursues the enemy The 
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wucress “hich attends bis enterprises cisarly indicates 
with what still and abibtty they are conducted, bondes 
Keeping the coatt m constant alarm, cacsiag & total eus~ 
pennon of trade, and harassing a body of troops employed 
ut opposing him, he bas, probably, prevented those troupe 
which were intended for Figueras, from advancing in00 
pam, by @ying them employment im the defence of 
their wn coasts * Thus the Spanish cause was mat 
Alfected, and us prosperity accelerated, by the achi 
ments of a mingle fngute upon the coast of France 
Lord Covtrane having thus aded the good cause at a 
utance, retaraed to Spain, and findiog the fortress of 
Ronas beaeyed by the French, be volunteered for the 
defence of Irmity castle, an outwork of the garrison, 
upon whiok the snfery of the whole depended By the 
‘xind of Beptember (1808) the defenders, who were only 
about eighty Spaniards, were vo much reduced, ## to be 














the doth of che month a general assault was made upon 
the castle by a thousand picked men, but at the head of 





the small gurrwon, hus lordabip drove back the ssvaiants 
Mith great slaughter, killed therr leader, and destroyed 
their storming equipage At length, finding it mpoanble 
wo hold out with & handful of men against an anny, aftor 
che citadel of Rosas had capitalated, lord Cochrane blew 
vp the magazines of Trinity castle, and then reured to 
this atup Hos chivalrous personal bravery in this defence 
éndeared him to the Spaniards, aod on one oanon, 
‘when the Spamnsb fiag fell from the wall into the 
below, ho leaped after it alone, amidst a shower of bal- 
Jets, and succeeded in recovering and planting it once 
more im tts place Although hus lordship bad protracted 
the siege for twelve days, hus oes on the cocanon 
amounted to no more than three killed, and seren 
wounded 

In the following year (1809) lord Cochrane sccome 
pluhed the destructon of the French sbipping 10 the 
Banque Hoade, an event worthy of pasnicular mention, 
not only frem ite mitrinsto importance, but the influence 
ie afterwards exercised upon his reputation Admaral 
Ailemande, one of the bravest aud most successful of 
the uaval vommanders of Prance, had established bus 
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floct in what be considered « secure anchorage, between 
the ule of Aix and the Boyant shoal, whule lord Gaminer 
blockaded it strictly with © very ccrveg squadron of the 
Chaonel fleet. Between the Briveh and the enemy ley 
8 dangerous shoul, that seemed effectually to keep them 
eeunder and the French fest, which consuted of tem 
tall of the line, « 5¢-gun ship, and four frigates, wav 
defended by wach powerful batteres on the wland of 
Aix, that an attack upon it, sf poonble, appeared to be 
at all events a hopeless attempt Sach however was not 
the view taken by lord Cochrane His mgecious eyo 
had carefully scanned the various defficalties, and found 
thera surmountable, and therefore he had written to the 
admiralcy, detating bis sentiments upon the matter, and 
yroponing to destroy the French fest, by meane of an 
attack with fre-sbipt Hisrepresentaona were effectual, 
on the ard of April he joined lord Garabier 10 th 
Imperewse, with a commusan to bead the attack No- 
‘thing could better tlustrate the value thet was now set 
pon the charscter and services of lord Cochrane, than 
8 cheiee of ene eo young, for such am amportant ser 
‘ice, im preference to officera of wuch Ingher standing, 
who had grown grey m naval experience 

A faw days after the arrival af hus lordsbrp, the Gre- 
abips and explonon veusels jouned the ficet, and all 
things beog now ready, he rum m with the Imperiense, 
until he was suffuently near the soemy, sfter which 
he wont on board « tre-brig, with x lextensnt, and the 
crew of hia gg The boots, by which the evemy were 
defended, was brokex by the Mediator, and the fire- 
ships ummedsetely rushed throogh the opening, vome 
‘of them mistaking thelr course, from tha darkness of the 
waght, others exploding too soon Sach, however, waa 
the alarm, that some of the French hips out ther 
cables, and ran upon the sand bexks in the mean 
tame, the gréater sumber of the fire shups mpd explemon 
vonsels, piloted by their dang crews, were carried 
right into the enemy's anchorage, 1n epite of a furious 
and discharge of sbells from the batteries, 
theve brave Gallows, many of whom were 
‘wounded or exhausted from fangs, having boom four 
hours in the bos, were received on board the Im- 
yeriense | Whea the mormung dawned upon thw ecene 
Of bavec, seven cal of the enety slne ware sten ing 
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om the chore, upon which lord Cochrane, being deter- 
tmuned to effect thetr destracton, made agnals wo the 
admiral of the pomblity of destroying them. Lord 
Gambier therefere made agnals for the feet tw weigh 
ancher, but when be was within three mules of Aix, bo 
‘aguse anchored, aud the enemy were cuabled to remove 
all their shupe into deep water, except three sai} of 
ling. Evan ae it was, the success already obtamed was 
superb. Threo ships of the bne and a Gfty-mx were 
‘durst, « seventy four wos lost a few days after, 11 oon 
‘sequence of this attack, and the ships that cecaped 
‘were obliged to be dumantied, 20 that for a long tme 
they were ef no service to the French. Thus» powerfat 
fleet was destroyed — destroyed 19 one of its best an- 
ohorages, and under the protection of xts own batteries, 
whale the whole legs occasioned to the conquerors was 
only teu wen killed, and threty-five wounded. Upos 
thie occamon, lord Cochrane’s services met with the 
reward they so justly merited. Ho was created a knight 
of the Bath, at @ ume when edmisnon ito that divs 
(rious order could only be obtained by the wost distin- 
pushed services. 

Ia spite, however, of all thus enccess, lord Cochrane 
etul felt that enough hed not been done lord Gambier 
oad delayed t0 cooperate, and a portion of the enemy 
had escaped. In the mndst of the national trrumph, lord 
‘Cochrane no sooner understood that a propose] was abeut 
tobe made for a vote of thanks from both houses of par- 
lament to the commander m-chief, than he expressed 
‘ua determination to oppose tt. When lord Gamer 
heard of thas, be demanded a court martial poo bis 
conduct, which was granted. The charge of lord Coch- 
rane was, that having made mgnals that the shops ou 
shore could be destroyed, these signals had beon nog- 
lected by the edsairal, in consequence of which culpable 
dulay the voasels had escaped, end ts support of those 
charges, his lordsksp produced hu log books, and munutes 
of sgnals it « vet for us to decade upon such grave 
charges, that for « long tims were umbittered on doth 
eades by poliocal party contention, and which even yot 
have maver been satisfactorily settled by the most com- 
Petevt naval tachuane It is enough on this place t 
state, that after a tris}, which continued from the Séth 
of Jay to sha Oth of Angust, lord Gambier was soquitted. 
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After lord Cochrane bed fimusbed hus naval services 20 
behalf of hus country by hut exploits in the Basque Reads, 
Xe as arksome ta revert to bus career asm polincian, for 
whuth be was so mnfitted. But be was snll a young 
tian, bis adventurous course hed gone as yet but half 
way, and when he emberted upon the stormy son of 
Politics, he was encountered by dificalties winch neither 
‘bus prudence could calculate, nor hu transcendent con- 
vago overcome 

‘The opposition which lord Cochrane had offered, 10 
parksmeut, to the vote of thanks proposed by the admu- 
mutrauon to lord Gambier, as well as hu uncompro- 
muing hosulity to their measures in general, hed 
naturally subjected him to the enmty of those 1 power. 
It was therefore to be expected, that xf his conduct m 
‘any way laid kim open to blame, the advantage would 
‘be eagerly seised by those who were politically opposed 
wo him. 

dn unfortunate opportunity of this kind occarred, while 
he was member for Westminster He had rashly «pect 
lated im the fonds, by which be had sustained heavy 
Jomsen, and to recover himself from these, xt waa alleged 
that he bad been anduced by artful men, sm the then 
excited atate of the country, knowmgly to carculnte false 
reports for the purpose of rauing the funda Upon thie 
charge he was ted, along with others, im the conrt of 
Kang’s Banch, the 21st of June, 1614, and eanvicted, ol- 
though bis guilt seemed to conast 1 baring been a dape 
vathar than adecerver He was sentenced to pay a fine 
of £500 , to ba rmpruoned m the King’s Bench for twelve 
months, snd to atand 1p the pallory The latter part of 
Ine sentence was indeed remitted, for it was found that 

Popular feeling would have been too much excited 

Vy degrading in that manner one of the noblest of naval 
heroes, Hus disgrace was farther mmcreased by the hows 
of commons declaring thst be had forfested kus night to 
continue a member (July 3), he was removed from bis 
yank of « kmght of the Bath, which was the first occur 
rence of the Lind aince the establishment of the onder, 
and struck off the list of naval captains Te severity 
‘of these proveedings was regretzed by the most mo 
derate of all parnes, and it led to eo violent a clamaur 
‘againet the government that, at the Dew elechon, ba wat 
‘egatn chosan on the 16th of July, 1834,for the city of West- 
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muster, When thus supported by the public voice, it 
1s not te be wondered at that he should have been almost 
srritated to madness by the indigartes which bad been 
heaped upon him, and that hus daring spunt ehonld lead 
‘hrm to seek to escape from confinement Accordingly, 
on the 6th of March, 1815, he scaled the pruon walls 
and on the 20th he appeared in lus place m the bouse of 
commons He was agam conveyed to prison, 
‘new tral and a new fine were the consequences of thu: 
adventure 

A 
toa man so persecnted home had but few charms, and, 


















accepted the offer of commanding the navy of the 
state of Chil: He left England for this purpose, 10 181 
‘and im his new sphere he distaguuwbed bimpelf es. en 
aidly a3 when he fought under the Britwh flag . 









eaptred, on the 20th of Febraary, 1829, the fortress of 
‘Valdina, the only post which the Spanzards retamed 
Cah While be thus succesfully combated in the cats 

of Colombian hberty, and at Iength established xt on « 
secure bau, he wae obliged to contend, not merely 
against the enemy, bot the more dangerous hostility of 
hits alhes and supporters. The spanit of freedom, always 
antomirating to those ansed to xt, had unfitted many of 
‘the Chilian officers to receive and follow hus orders with 
Proper deference, while others, who envied his rank 10 
the service, endeavoured to counteract all hus measures 
At was with such instraments, and in the face of such 
obstacles, that lord Cochrane was completely successful 

‘Amidst the heroic sections performed by lord Cochrane 
an this service We cannot refuse ourselves the pleasure 
of transenbing from captain Bani Hall an account of the 
capture of the Bemeralda frgate, as pecuharly sllustra- 
ture of hus lordsbip’s gemus and wonderfal resources on 
‘the most trying and difficalt service — 

« While the liberating army, ander genera! San Martin, 
‘were removing toAzcon, lord Cochrane with part of hu 
squadron anchored u the outer roads of Callao, the rea- 
port of Lama The wner harbour was guarded by an 
extensive system of batieres, admirably constructed, and 
Dearing the general name of the camle of Callao. The 
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Riarebant-shrps, ss well as the men-of-war, connsting 
et chat time of the Eameralda, 2 large 4e-gun frigate, 
and two aleupa of waz, were wncored under the guns of 
the castle within & seumcucis of fourteen gan-boats, and 
eo boom made of spare chained together. Lord Cochrane 
having previouly reconnatred these formidable de- 
fences in person, undertook, on the Sth of November, 
1090, the desperate enterprise of cattng cat the Spanuh 
frgate, although she was known to be folly prepared for 
wm attack. Hu lordship proceeded im fourteen boots, 
contusing 346 men, oll volunteers from the different 
ehipe of the squadron, m two divisions, one under the 
rmwediate orders of ceptam Crosine, the other under 
capeun Gauss, both officere commanding ships of the 
Chihan squadron, 

* At midmight, the boats having forced their way across 
the boot, lard Cochrane, who was leading, rowed along. 
side the first gun-boat, and taking the officer by surprie, 
Proposed to him, with a pistol at hie head, the alternat 
Of * Silence oF death I”—no reply was made—tbe bon! 
pasted on ubobserved—and lord Cochrane, wmountmg: 
tha Esmeraida’s nde, was the firet to give the elarm, 
The sentinel om the gengway levelled bis piece and 
fired, bot was tomantly cot down by the cosswain, and 
hun lordship, though wounded m the thigh, at the same 
‘womant stepped an the deck ‘Ibe frigate being boarded 
with no lem gallantry on the opposite mde, by ceptmn 
Guise, who wet lord Cochrane mid-way on tt 
deck , and also by captain Crosbie, the after-pert of the 
ahip was soon carned, aword in band. The Spanurds 
rallied om the forecastlo, where they made a desperate 

















ncken, 3 
and w order to prevent thew being metsken by the 
Lattanes for the Eamerslia, shewed disuagenking s2g- 
Bals bet lord Cochrane, wise bud foressen and provided 
even for this minute circursstance, bested the came 
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lights xe the American and English (rigates, and thos 
rendered at rwyoanble for the batteries to discrminate 
Vetwoen the three ships the Eameralds, im consequence, 
was very hile uyured by the shot from the battenes 
The Spxmards bad upwards of 190 men killed and 
‘wounded, the Clnliane eleven killed and thirty wounded 

‘Tus lass was 2 death-blow to the Spamsh naval 
force un that quarter of the world, for, although thera 
‘were mull two Spanuk frgates and some smaller vessels 
an the Pacific, they never afterwards ventured to shew 
thomselves, bat left Jord Cochrane undisputed rauster of 
‘the coast” 

Lord Cochrane, after these services to the Chihans, 
accapted che chief command of the Branlan fleet, and 
‘gave such satusfacuon, that Don Pedso created him mar- 
quis of Maranbam, in 1673 After peace was eetablshed 
hetween Portagal and Branl, his lordship returned to 
Eugland, and itended to enter the Greek service, 1n 
19365, a8 udzorral, but the steam boats that had been built 
tn England for the Greeks were found unfit for service, 
0 that ha was obliged to wait » long time at Marcellas 
and Gonos, for other vessels, and, un 1927, ho was 
bled to accomplish bis purpose of joinng the Greoks, 
with whom he continaed for a year, after which be re 
turned to England [t w grabfying to add, that the 
sccesnon of Wilham IV to the threne of Great Britain 
Produced a chenge m favour of lord Cochrane, as the 
sarlar king restored bum to hus place in the Britsh navy , 
after which ine lordship, 1 the coure of promoten, was 
raued to the rank of rear admiral By the death of hut 
father, he as now earl of Dendonala, and like bus fatber 
he 1 dustinguubed by a love of sence and mechanical 

renbous, in which hw leware 1 honourably and use- 
folly occupied. 
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EDWARD PELLEW, 


VANCOUNT EXMOUTH, AND BARON EXWOLTH OF 
CARONTEION. 


3757 ~1833. 


Tar gellant and dustingawbed commander was the 
second son of Samuel Pellew, who commanded one of 
the government packets at Dover, where hue 00d was 
born om the 1th of Apri, 1787. On the death of bis 
father, m 1763, the family was reduced to commderable 
distress, and young Fellew bad a bard struggle to 
obtain the edacation necessary for that employment 
poo which ke bad eet bis beart At the age of thir 
teen he went to sen, 10 the Juno frigate, commanded 
‘by captain Boott, with whom be sailed to the Falkland 
Tnlands, and afterwards accompanied, im the Alerm, 
ta tha Mediterranean, where, some murunderstandin 

arming between captaia Scott, bimeelf, and another 
wmadahipman, the two latter were cruelly sent on shore 
at Marseilles, and obhged to return to England by land. 

At the commencement of the war with the American 
colemes, he became audthipman of the Blond frigate, 
‘with captain Pownoll, and was detached, 1a February, 
‘1776, to serve under admiral Schank (then © Leutenant), 
on Champlain. Daring this arduous service they 
out down trees from the neighbouring forests, and mm 
few weeks ounverted them mto vessels of war, with 
which they drove the force uzder general Arneld from 
the lake. For this activity he received = Lieutenant's 
communion from adres] lord Howe, 

‘With thas rank of acting-heutenant, which could not 
he confirmed tll he returned to Rngland, be coutmued 
to co-operate with the army under general Burgoyne, 
‘and shared an all the toile and dangers of the duastrona 
carapeaga of 1777, which termmated im the unfortunate 
Dattle of farstoga, and the subsequent surrender of the 
‘whole Buitish force to the American army under general 
Gate, Soon after the convention was mgned, Mr Pel- 
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Jew, being refeased om bes parcle, retarned to England 
beanng « letter from Sir Guy Carleton, expresung exch 
high vommendaten ‘of bus galfintry and ment dunng 
two severe campaigns,’ that on his arnval he was 1m- 
mediately confirmed in bus rank of freatevant 

‘After serving some time in the Lacorne, captain Bel- 
Jew, he was appointed first Leutenant of dhe Apollo 
fngate, under his old commander, captain Pownoll,who, 
ap the spring of 1780, was lulled whule closely engaged 
with a9 enemy's ship of oyual force. Hue lest words 

ellew, don’t give hun mayesty’s sbsp away’ Nor 

are they uttered im vain, for, rmmediately assuming 

command, be continued the anon with auch deter~ 
ned resolution, that bz opponent fied, and gained the 
wutral anchorage of Ostend For this gallent service, 
‘waa promptly rewarded by being appointed to coma 
athe Hasard stoop-of-war, in winch ke waa very 
actively employed oll March, 1782 He then removed 
to the Pelican, m which, on the Sist of May, 1782, he 
‘was advanced to the rank of post-captain, for ins spurited 
serrices ma €niming three privateers on shore at the ile 
of Base 

‘The termrmaton of boonbties having restored nm te 
more peacatal occupations, be remained on shore titil 
3266, when he led, in command of the Winchel- 
jewfoundiand, and remained on that ste, 
In the following year be was appointed 
to the Salubury, bearing the fag of admiral Milbanke , 
and was at longth paid off in December, 1701 

‘At the commencement of the war of the Freuch Re- 
‘olanom, captain Pellew was among the first officers 
called into active servne, being appointed, on the 1fth 
of January, 1703, to command La Nymphe, frigate, of 36 
Guns. As he was by descent » Cormusinaan, bis popa- 
lanty m the neigbbourbood of Falmouth enabled him 
to man bu ship princapally with miners, and put to sea 
with hus usual acuity, bat he bed no opportumty of 
Proving ther spurt mat! the morming of the 18th of June, 
On the previows eremng, when off the Start, he descried 
a large vessel, to which be gave chase, and followed 
through the might At day break she appeared agua, 
standing towards them , snd on her approsch proved to 
he the French fngate Le Cleopatra, of equal force AD 
was alent until the ships rame within eaptann 
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Peilew then ontered Ins crew to magn the sbroads apd 
five thee cheers, with ‘Long hive king Gearge the 
‘Tinrd  whach was followed by the French cepean war- 
tng bis het, and excluumming *Vive te napon!" winch was 
ed with three cheers from hus crew Capes 
Pellew's putting on has bat was the signal for La Nymp! 
to begm the acon One more despernse wae never 
fought they were engaged, throughout, yard arm and 
yardarm At length x shot from the Bntuh fngate 
‘carred away the enemy's masse mast, and another her 
‘wheel, vo that she became ungovernable, and fell on 
‘board her opponent The gallant French captun was 
cheng on hus erew to board La Nympbe, when bo Was 
shot dead, and Pellew seising the advantege, oniored 
‘hs mea fo board Le Cltopatra, winch was corned after 
‘Sabort struggle He proceeded with bis privo directly 
to Portementh, and was received with eeclamstwons, 1t 
‘being the fret stmportant capture made mance the decla- 
ranen As sch, it wae distingnushed by peceliar 
reward , captain Pellew, on bevog presented to the king, 
on the 30th of June, 1793, recerved the bonour of kuight 
hheod, aud be bad the farther satufaction of seeing his 
rother advanced to the rank of post-captazn for baviDg 
served as a volunteer in the action 
ir Edward wea now remored to the command of the 
Aretiousa, of 44 guna, attached to the squadron under the 
command of Sir Joho B Warren In this ship he was 
Preseat at « number of encounters, both with bettenes 
‘en sbore, and with the enensy’s vessels at sen 
Early on the 23rd of Apn!, 1704, while crunng off 
Guernsey, mm company with the Flore, the Melampu, 
‘La Nympbe, and La Concorde, four sail were ducovered 
wtandiag out to eeu, and, as day broke, they were clearly 
perceived ta be Freach The wind, changing two ports, 
‘enabled the Briteh to puso the weather-gege, and bring 
them to clase abou, while at the samme tame :t prevented 
them from guniug them own shore The battle was 
marntained with great resolabon for three hours, when 
two of the snewy’s stipe, La Pomooe, of 44 guns, and 
‘Le Babet, of 23 guna, truck to the Flora and Arethasa 
The other Eagish frigates purvned the remunder of 
‘the Fronch squadron and captared L’Rogegeante, of 35 


mae 
Os the 22rd of August, the squadron ender Bir Soba 
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B. Warren, when crumag off Brest, fell in with, and 
dsove on shore near the Penmark Rocks, La Fehoté, 
French fngate of 20 guns, , and soon after 
‘two corvettes, L'Bepron and Alert, mouanng 16 guns, 
S-pounders They at first took sbelter under cover of three 
Batteries in Hodierne Bay, but demg hard pressed, cut 
‘their cables and ran sebore The boats of the squadron 
were sent under Sir Edward Pellew to set fre to them, 
Dat finding them filled with wounded men, incapable of 
heung removed, he preferred to abandon the ships rather 
‘than destroy #0 many unfortunate sufferers. 

‘At the commencement of 1795, Fur Edward was again 
serving under Sir J B Warren, whose squadron, on 
the 18th of February, fell n, off the Lala of Oleron, with 
‘a French fngate and twenty sail of vemels under her 
convey, which were parsued , # schooner of sight brass 
guns, und seven merchantmen, wore captured , and 
eleven others were destroyed These vessels ware chiefly 
Jaden with provinons snd clothing for the French fleet 
and army. In the ensuing month, be took apd de- 
atroyed fifteen out of a Dest of twanty five suil of comst 
ore, the remainder ke obliged to seek refuge among the 
rocks pear the Penmarks 
it Justly as bis comdnct wee entitied to dutinction, 
nothing gamed him more deserved honour than thet 
‘union of prosopt resclaion with consutationel philene 
thropy which personally endeared bim to his followers. 
‘Twice, when captain of the Winchelsea frigate, this 
hero spint bad been sgnaily dasplayed by hus leaping 
from tife deck, and saving two of hut drowntng euulors. 
‘Thi noble fooling was more conspicuously shewn on the 
oth of Tanuary, 1708, when the Dutton East lodiaman 
‘was driven sto Plymouth, daring a violent gale, when 
at was deemed advisable to make for Catwater , but the 
Duoy on the reef off mount Batten kuring been sunk or 
broken adrift by the late storms, of which the Plymouth 
pilots ware not aware, ths ship touched om the tal of 
‘the shoal, and lost ber redder Thus dusebled and un 











all her masts went by the beard, and fall to 
shore, the ship hechag off with her nde to seswand. 
‘Many of the achive and able got safe on shore, with the 
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oraw were saved 
For the manly conduct d by Sir Réward on 
‘corporabon of Plymou 


March, he was advanced to the dignity of « baronet of 
the Unieed Kingdom, as Sir Edward Pellew of Treverry, 
fa Cornwall About the same time be procecded on a 
ornloe im tho I © cutdown 64, momnting 48 
ene, with four frigates under bs commend 

‘On the Oth of Api the equedron fel! in with, and cap- 
tased, a Meet of Freach morchantmen, amd drove La 
Velage, 90, en shera Four days after, L Units, 36, with 
‘255 wan, was taken Gn tho 20th, whilst the equedrow 
was lyiag-20 under the Lemard, till the prise got aafe 
Into Palmoath, s large ship was cheurved sanding m for 
the tand, which, when the private mgnal wes made, 
tacked, and sok off Scr Edward Pellew, certam of 
‘We belng an enemy's fngute, ummedintely gave chase, 
fm ommpeny with the Amason and Coooorde Atout 
midmght, after a chase of one bundred and wxty eight 
wales, the Indefatizuble got alonpnde of the frigate, and 
Wrought ber to close acuca, which comtmeed without 
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watermmmnoe, ander a crewa of aul, for one hour and 





eagerness of captain Reynolds to second hs frend 
bed brought hum ep usder a prow of eal, and, after a 

well-sapported and closs fire for a hile time, he also 

uaavoudahly van ahead. The enemy made an weffectsal 
attempt to hoard the indefatigable, and Rept ap 8 con- 
mant fire of mesketry tll the end of the actos, fre 
quently engaging both edee of the ship st the same 
ro 


mae. 
4a poom as Bur Edward bed replaced huduabled rigging, 
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and broacht bis shrp under a proper sail, and the Ama- 
son bad reduced hers, they commenced « second attack, 
Plaung themselves, efter some raking broadsides, upon 
each quarter, often withia pestol shot. Thus atteck lasted 
without imtermission for five hours, when the Indefst 
gable was obLged to sheer of, t secure ber masts, 
‘The enemy aleo lot her raisen-mest, and having ex- 
pended nearly all her shot, latterly returned the fre of 
her epponents with ebells, still making © formidable 
‘Teustance, though steadily pursmng ber coures for Brest, 

‘About twenty munntes past four in the morning, the 
soon, sbinimg rather more brightly than before, len 
(enact Bell, who was looking out on tho forecastie, 
exaght © ghmpso of the Iand, which be had scarcely 
reported to Bir Edward Pellow, before the breakers were 
ween At thus tims the Indefatignble wes clos under 
‘the enemy's starboard bow, and the Amason as near har 
a the larboard Not ax nstast could be lost—every bie 
depended upon the prompt execution of ordera. Nothig: 
could equal the activity of Sur Edward's brave crew, who, 















saw breakers upon the lee Low, and wore t the north- 
rd Not knowing on what part of the coast they were 
embayed, the lingering approach of dayhght waa moet 
‘anxiously locked for, and soon after it opemed, the land 
‘Was sean very close abead, the ship was again wore in 
twenty fathoms water, snd stood to the southward A 
fow munntes after, the Indefatigable Gecovered within 
‘© mule the coomy's ehip lying on her brosdmde, and a 
tremendous surf beatiog over ber, while the Indefotr 





nd dead en the shore Sir Bdward Pellew 
to maverizin iis mtuation to be that of 
Modverne Bay, and that ther fate depended upon the 
possible chance of westhering the Penmark Bockw, 
Wek, by very skilfu} seamanship, and the uscommon 
ertiona of the crew, was happily accomphsbed at 
eleven o'clock, paming about a mile to windward of 
em. 

The Amasca was not so fortunste, when the Inde- 
fatygable ad hauled her wind to tht southward, she had 
Yeuled hers to the northward captain Beynolds, uot- 
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withstanding every effort found bus masts, rigyin, and 
amis 20 muserably shattered, with three fect water in 
is bold, that at 2s upossible to work off the shore, m 
fhis condition, a litle after five in the morning, the 
Amazon struck the ground ‘be crew (excepting mx, 
who stole away the cutter, und were drowned) savad 
Giemselves by constructing rafts, end upon their landing 
they were, of cours, made prisoners. 

In thas gallant action, which commenced at 2 quirtem 
Defne mx Px aud lasted (except at short interval 
ntl half past four A the aa wes eo bigh that th 
people m both ships were up to their muddlea im wate 
on the mnin deck Some of the guns om board the Inde 
fangable broke their breechings four tana over other 
drew theur ring hotts from the sides, and wany, frot 
grtting were repeatedly drawn iminodretely afte 
Soadiny The loa sustuned was minctoen wounded « 
board the Indefaugable and the Aroason hed thre mer 
kstled and fifteen wounded The enemy 4 ship prove 
ta be lx» Drotts des Hommes, 60 She was on ber re 
teeat from the dusastrovs expedition to Bantry bay a» 
bad on beard 1730 men, mcluding soldiers, 1350 of whon 
porubed 

In the following year the success of the Indefutsgabl 
and the western squadron was remorkably shewn by th 
capture of fifteen of the enemys crusers In 1199, $: 
Edward Pellew removed into L lmpetnour, 74, an. 
vervcd tm the Channel feet In June, 1800, be was een 
by carl b¢ Vincent, with n sqnadron conmsting of seve! 
ships of the hue, one 30, nine frigates, a sloop of wat 
ani a calter, hanng en board a detachment of troop 




















Beron bay and the Morbshan But this cnterprise wa 
not attended with any success beyond the destruction o 
the forts on the south west end of Quibsron, and severs 
‘vessels which were cut out and captured 

In the sutumn, Sir Edward, shill m the Impetueux 
‘whe again attached to the squedron of Sir JB Warren 
tm an expediton agasmet Perrol, and d:revted the dis 
embarkation of the troops, which were Iauded withou 
the loss of a single man Iwo days afterwards they wer 
renmbarked with equal success, after wiih the squs 
dren proceoded to Vigo, thence te Laban, and reterne 
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to Plymouth He was then pinced ander the orders of 
adaural Corawalle, and, as oommmodore of a division of 
line of battle saps, blockaded the Preach squadron at 
Rochtert. 

In 1801, ha received the honorary rank of rulonel of 
marmes, and im comecquence of the pence of Amens, 
Sir Bdward experienced a temporary reepite from bus 
Frofeesional |nboers At the general election im 1602, be 
was retarned to parbarsent, for Barnstaple 

He, however, did oot take an achve part im the bun 
‘Bees Of the bouse, and on the renewal of hostilstica, he 
‘was appointed t La Tonnant, 30, and howted a broad 
pendant in command of five sul of the Line, with which 
he blockaded the French squadron at Ferrol. Being 
soon after advamed to the rank of rear admural of the 
blue, he was apyouted to the command m chief 1 the 
Past Indies, and, howung his flag m the Culloden, 74, 
Friceoded to that staten on the 10th of July, 1904, 

‘The reduced state of the French marine at the Isle of 
Franca presented ne hope of any general achon, although 
tha achvity of thelr frigates and inferor armisers 521 
constant occupabon to Sir Edward's squadron in Pe 
brary, 1905, captain Lambert, im the St Prorenao, felt 
ta with and captured off Visagupatam, after » very 
dard-fougbt scpon, Le Psycho, 22, commanded by the 
admural’s former antagonut, captain Bergeret, who did 
‘mot earrender unti! half bis officers and men wore killed 
aud wounded The meeting of the edrorral and hus ga) 
Jant peisonar o0 the Calloden's quarter-deck was highly 
interesting ‘They embraced with kvely feelings of sym 
pathy, and the manly tears then shed found on honest 
‘wotoona 











mm destroying several French and Dutch slips of war 
‘The conquest of the Danwh settlements m the East was 
the last of brs micvemes on that stanon 
On the 3th of Apnl, 1900, Bur Edward was advanced 
to the rank of vice admire} of the Bue Jo February, 
1800, be set sai for knglend, baving ander charge a 
valuable convoy of Indiamen Off the Isle of Fravce 
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mand of Lord Exmouth, who proveeded thither in the 
‘Boyne, 96,and there he effectually prevented any hostile 
‘morement of the French figet at Toolos, and mamly 
contributed to the restoration of the legamate soveraiga 
of Naples. 

In the mouth of March, 1816, lord Exmouth was sent 
{0 tha severe states of Barbary, to demand the Lberation 





mm the coral faeries at 
Bons, were wantonly murdered by the Algernnes. When 
unsallagnnce of cs etrenty was recerved sn Naglend, ot 
was determin: ‘oat lord Bxmouth with a equa 
Sen te bombard the a Dey capital. Lord Exmooth 






aed by the Dutch admural Cepeilan, with wx 
and on the léth of August he salod direct for 


of the continuanes of adverse winds 
‘and calms, the land to the westward of Algiers was not 
made before the 36th of Auguat Ti 

day-break the Entish feet, and the Datch frigates by 
which st was accompamed, were advanced in wght of 





renoh the bay, the boat wasseen returning with amgual 
>, that mo anewer had been received. The com- 
der-in-chief instantly made the ngual © koow if 
the sbipa were ail ready, whik bemg answered an 
the afirmative, the Queen Cherlotte bore up, followed by 
the feet for their appointed stations, the flag, leading 
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2m the prescribed order, was anchored at the entrance of 
the Mole, at about fifty yards’ distance, and the other 
ships tack their stahona with admirable precunon. 

The battle commenced at a quarter before three, r =, 
by a shot fired fiom the shore at the Queen Charlotte, 
which was thea lashing to the main mast of a brig, fast 
to the shore 1a the miouth of the Mole, and two at the 
wpe 10 the northward then followmg, which were 
spily retuned. » heavy fire was then kept up uotil 
o'clock, without amtermuson, and which did not 
cease altogether woul half-past eleven, when, many of 
the barbanan « abrps being in flames, and certam of the 
destruction of the whole, lord Exmouth made preparations 
for withdrawing the equadton After much warping and 
towing, by the help of a light ar of wind, the whole 
came to an auchor out of reach of shells, about two 

‘morning, after twelve hours’ incumant labour 
‘The flotilla of mortar, gun, and rocket-boats, shared in 
the hosours of thia day, and performed good service , it 
was by their fire that all the ships in the port (with 
exception of the cuter frigate) wore m flames, whic! 
nded rapraly over the whole arseval, &c , exhibininy 
a spectacte of awful grandeur and interest, that mo pea 
tan describe The sloops of war, appointed to aid the 
sbips of the line, and prepare for their retreat, per 
formed not only that duty well, but fired at every inter~ 
val, and were constantly in motion The shells from the 
bombs were well thrown by the Royal Marine Artillury, 
aud although crosang over the lnige ships, not an mut 
dent occurred ‘Ihe Dutch admnral Van Capellan, with 
Jn frigates, covered the Brite ships from the enemys 
ftauking battcries, om which I hept up @ gvod fire 

Tho result of thi drendful vopfict was —The abohtun, 
for ever,of Christian slavery, tho liberation of afl slaves 
tn the terntory of Algiers, reparation to the Britwh 
canval for all lowes sustained Ly him m consequence of 
hs contnement , 2 public apology made by the Dey to 
the same gentleman , the rucovery of 342,500 dollars for 
Naples and Bardima, the destracuon of four large 
frigates, of 44 guns each , five large correttes, fora 24 to 
#0 guce each, thurty gun and mortar boats, several 
morchant brigs and schooners, a number of small ver 
sels of various descriptrons, all the pontoons, lighters, 
&o, and u great many gurcetages, mortar-beds, 
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sacks, and ships’ stores of alt descriptions. beades the 
store houses and arsenal, with all the tissber and various 
marina articles, destroyed in part, and between 6 and 7000 
Algariuss Killed und wounded. ‘The total Joa un the com- 
Wined squadrons amounted ta 141 tilted, and 747 wounded; 
‘which, according to the umber of mon employed, ox- 
ceeded the propornon mn any of cur former victories. 
‘Tis important service secured to ins lordship the ap- 
grobaben of bie evrereagu, by whem Ibe won odvanced 
the dignity of viscount, on the Zit of September, 
The evorel pawett whiee wigeii had’ toga Gear ant 
free, achnowledgod the obligation by sendang kum ther 
veral magma of Knighthood, ba received the sull 
more finttermng testimonial of the thanks of both houses 

















den with 
at Algers ala presented hus lordshup with a prove of 
Mate, of may wise and elegant workmanship, which 
‘scot 1,400 guiness, ae & mark of their adzoration of bie 
conduct. 

‘On the demh of Sir J.T Duckworth, us 1817, lord 
Exmouth was appointed to the chuef command at Ply- 
month, where he contnued, with his fling tn the bm 
Preymabla, 104, until the ist of February, 1631, He wee 
appomnted vice-adanral of Bagtand on the 13th of Febru 
ary, 1842, and Sually retired from the ncthve dubes of bie 

+ and, except when attending the house of 
Jords, pamed the remainder of bus days at Ins besubful: 
retreat at Texgnmouth He expired a 
the tard of Jannary, 1833, and was bur 
February 6, in which paruh the mansion and estate of 
Canantoagn are autuated. 

Lord Exmouth marred, 2ith of May, 1783, Suxxansh, 
second daughter of James Frowd, Baq of Knowle, 1 
‘Wiltshire, and had ae fonr sone and two dengbtre. 
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8IR EDWARD CODRINGTON, 
0.2 OC. BTL, RTEO. 


porn 1778, 


Avaraat, Bir Edward Codengton, who aloves onr lut ot 
Brinsh paval heroes, is descended from a family of 
honourable name, the Codnagtons, of Oodnagton, wu 
Gloucestorehare, where they bare been settled sunce the 
reign of Hency IV.; and im the subsequent reign, John 
Codrington was the standard-bearer of the renowned 
cengueror of Agena, | Willano Codrmgion, Fat » of 
Dedingtan, grandfather of the iaotrvens sdmera) 

Baronet in I7at. Sir Edward 1 third son of 
Baward Codrington, second son of Sur Wilham, and of 
Rebecca Le Sturgeon hie wife, nd brother to bur O.B 
Codrington, Bart. of Dodingtan. He was bere aa Arm 
Ive, and was bereaved of the pateroal goardienvury at 
© ander ope, a hoe father doad in ar 1778. 

Gur Edward was desuned to the naval service, be 
communes bus career on board the Augusta, yacht, 
am 1763, and two years afterwards be was removed to 
the Brak, woop of war He contmaed es mdshipman 
1m several veasols until April, 1700, when be was sant as 

om board the Ambuscade frigate, and 




















ance with the wishes of bis frend and patron, lord 
Mowe, consented to remeis on board hus fing-ebip as 
fret Leutenant, with an understanding Grow the first 
lord of the admuralty that be shoutd be cousdered as 0 
commander, and advance from that sitnation to thi 
Yank of peet-captam. In 1795, be was eppointed wit! 
pest-rank to the Babst, and served ander lord Bridport 








ess NAVAL HISTORY. 


at the victory off L’Onewt, and in May, 1605, be was 
apponted ts the Orson, 74,18 which be was present at the 
Tattle of Trafalgar. In thos bref account of Sir Edward 
Codrington’s serrices, we cat culy pause to mention 
that bo was present in three of car most distinguished 
naval victmes, and was ss often incleded um the voto 
of thanks conferred by both houses of parliament upon 
the meritorious ofSeurs, while for the last of these ba 
‘was also honoured with the gold medal. 

After = cessation of two years from active service, Fir 
Edward was appoinid 1m 1608 to the Blake, 74, and 
after serving 1m thie ship for some time an the North 
Bea, be invited hus (rend lord Gardiner to hout hoe flag 
fm her, sn consequence of bis lordship having no proper 
Aiag-abip, on pettug out for Plashrog. fu the fulure of 
Gus unfortunate expedition our naval captains bad cor- 
}y Po share, and the Diske was so actively employed 
the bombardment, that she wae several times sot oo 
tre by the red hot shot of the eucmy. 

in 1010, when the course of avout had transferred 
the war to Span, where our court was liberal of ite aid 
to the towargents agarust French oppresnion, bir Kd- 
ward waa acusely employed in this important service 
Bomg the semor uffier on the coast of Catalonu, Le 
supenntended the necessary operations 10 bebalf of the 
foatle ana divided Spanish patriots, and through. 
judicious arrangements the stiall British squadron iu 
thw quarter wade & powerful diverion im May, in 
favour of au attach upon Figueras, and on the tod of 
eptember, the Medas wlacds were taken from the 
French by captain Tbomes, of the Undwanted. The 
castle, which the enemy had fortibed, was reduced 
Dy the tire of che ship, and the garrison surrendered at 
discrynon. bo smportant, mmdeed, were these services to 
the cause which they ware sent to ard, that captw 
Codrmugtan, and the brave officers and wen who verved 
wader bim, reorived the thanls of the lords commis 
nonere of the admiralty, as well as those of the Spanuh 
auchortien 

Ia the succeeding year, captain Codrington, still 1m 
the Binke, was actively employed im co-operating with 
the garnaca of Tarragous. Ths wmportant fortress of 
Catalonia was Sarvely attacked by x Frunck army of 
Jipee wen ender general Suchet, amd ils garricon wad 
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reduced to 0 fosble handful, that, in spite of repented. 
losews, wade a gallant resustence In ths emergency 
captain Codnmngton loft Tarragone on the mth of May, 
and procesded to Murviedro, where he speedily shipped 
2,200 soldiors, and 913 artillery mon for tha eid of the 
farrwon, efter whach he supplied generals Donnel and 
‘Villa Campe, and colonel Manso, with military stores, 
‘by which the army of Arragun was enabled to act with 
that of Valencia. Havmg thus fortbered these rmpor- 
tant mubtary movements, be repaired to Alcant for 
fresh supplies for Tarragons, with which he returned, 
and having negonated with O Donnel for a fresh resn- 
forcement of 4000 men, his promphtude wae so re- 
taurkable on this oceanoa, thet this large force was 
evaberked on the 11th, and landed an Tarragona on the 


ath of Jane 
Increased the feeble gurney to an 
arnry, captatn Codrington now proceeded to antoy the 
of the invaders, whe stl prowed onward to 
siege Ha therefore caused the boels and Ianchee ta 
be manned, from which abot was thrown into th 
French camp, that gave them great spacyance The 
shipe i the mean time moved as closely tn to tht 
amy # works as the depth of water permitted, and drove 
diem from their advanced postions, which were imme- 
iauly oceupied by the guentlas. Bat in spite of all 
‘that the mtmose activity and valour of such devoted 
allies could accompliah, the fall of Tarragona was only 
reurded, not prevented On the 20th of June the 
French opened thur fre upon the town im the after 
noon a breach was made, and the place was cared by 
ausalt, It was now that the Spauiards sbewed the 
uncertarn and traustory usture of that beroiem which 
occamtonally anumates a degraded people only to forsake 
them when it a most required The garneon fied uh 
every direction before the enemy renstance was at au 
ud, and crowds were pursued, or tamely strack dows 
and slaughtered, by mere handfuls of the victors All 
that the Brush could dom such a cruts was done the 
ecu was covered with foginres, who endeavoured to 
escape by swomming , and all the boats of the Britwh 
squadron were bury in their resewe the shor. wes lined 
wrth women, children, and wounded men, and our off 
cers and sulors ventured throuyh the sncusant fire of 
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‘The log perod of peace which now occurred du- 
pensed with the acre services of our navy, but: 1635, 
bur Edward Codringtun was promoted to the raak of vice- 
dmural, apd i 1238 he was appointed to the command 
f the Mediterranean Geet. Those who have read the life 
of Collimgweod will be already aware that such a station 
3s one of the lughest umportance. In addition to those 
ingh nautical qualities by which @ Britieh admurel should 
be disangausbed, 1t requires that poltboal pradance, sa- 
Gacity, and tact, which are not always to be found in the 
Character of a naval hero Sur Bdward hoisted hus flag 
on board the Ama, €4, aod ou reaching the station an 
February, 1627, be there found affutra in such © con- 
duea us taught wall try to the uttermost ali hus naval and 
diplamatc shall But to appreciate these circumstances, 
and the important events that ensued, st 19 necessary to 
‘conmder the mination of thone partes between whom be 
‘was wow called to arbetrete. 

Greece, although the victim of nabonat for 
oentanes, bad never lest sight, even im the darkest hour, 
of that gloriow: bberty for which st had been so illustn- 
ous, so that even the klepht, or the pirate, who purvard 
Yas evocanons in mght of the Bay of Salams, or the 
plane of Marathon, endearoured to daguafy bis lawiean 
Profesmon. by the sentiments which these scenes inspired, 
‘Under such feelings, the Turkush yoke was not always 
temely endured The Grooks talked of the deeds of thar 
fathers, and frequently songht to emoalete them , ana for 
‘this purpote they repeatedly rose against their tyrant 
but the conflict that followed was too unequal, and with 
each unsuccersfal attempt the bondage of the oppressor 
‘was anly made teora cruel and intolerable. Bat the pro- 
grees of time had cow ripened the national charscter for 
© more strenuous and waccessfal resutance, and i Lf 
the war of Greek independence commenced. It was 10 
Good an mnoqeal struggle, und Greece fought and suf- 
fared with a heroum that seemed to recall ths dys of ber 
encueat glory. Burope could not regard each = spectacle 
samoved. The intelectual of every country, Who Te- 
warded Greece as the home of thew spite—the devout 
f every shade of doctrine, who eaw a Chrutan naboa 
oppramed, ond aboot ta be overwhelmed by an anfde! 
race—all sympathized 1m the spectacle, while every court 
wan sucesscvely entreated by ste people to send amistance 
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to the land of Homer and Themmtcies, But political 
principles of profit and low were more important in the 
eyes of Kuropean staisamen than ail thet Greciau min- 
7 OF phslesophers exoogitated—and 


‘Thea indifference of the Europes gorernmentsicd tothe 
fermanon of sssccianoss sn Great Britain, France, and 
the United States, for aiding the Greeks in their eforrs 
at independence , and if the exertions of these patriot. 
aud Chratian 1edivdusls contribated but little effectual 
tad to the oppressed, they at least encouraged the Grecks 
fo cmmnued exertons, and Kept alive the feclinge of 
sytoyathy io their Tespectuve countries, which at length 
anduced these governments to terminate Katruggle marked, 
by ruthless havoc and exterminanon more acconlant 
with the principles of the middle ages than the courtesy 
and hawanity of the nineteenth contury 
the auovesses and strocities of the 











of hecountry \d woman were unsparingly devoted 
to the sword, while the young of erther eex, from wisout 
‘no resletance could be apprehended, were carned to 
ancient «bouse of bondage,’ and sold 10 droves on the 
alave-markete In this muserable crust, the 
Greeks implored the aid of Chnitendom , and, through te 
mafinence of Mr Canning, a treaty was concluded at 
Landon, om July eth, 1997, between Great Britain, France, 
and Rusu, having for it object the termimaton of the 
Sepguimary war, und to obten for the Greeks the ac- 
keowledgwent of the independence In order to enforce 
this resolueon, a French armament commanded by ad- 
murat de Ragny, and « Rumuan squadron under admiral 
Herden, were stationed 10 the Levant, to co-operate with 
bor Edward Codmmeton 
In prosecution of the duty now imposed upon kum, it 
was recemary that st Edward should prevest the de- 
portation by esa of alt remforcements of mon and mabtary 
stores that were to be employed against the Gresks—a 
sarvice which, s hether accomplished by force or negoti- 
atom, could not be otherwise than uopalatabie to Tarkey 
fur Baward adopted th. mulder alternative, uccomhns 
vo the tanor of bis ofluial instructions, and entered into 
a treaty with Ubrahim Packs. The Pacha om this oca- 
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mon agreed to an armutice by sea and tand, in respect 
ty the abipe and troops forming the expedition then at. 
‘Navanu, and pledged his honear that fer twenty days 
‘at lonst tha doet and land forces should remain inactive. 
At thu tume the Egyptian eet was 10 the port, and the 
‘Tarkuh on the ovteidecf the harbour, but asSur Edward 
conndered the honour of the Pacha to be inviolable, he 
acceded to his request of allowing the Turkub shipe to 
‘enter and jon the Rgypnans 

‘These meantres were settled upon the 23th of Septem- 
ber, 1627, but an the day following tha Pacha was eager 
to violate the arcuwstce, and enter unto battle with the 
Greeks He therefore pretended to bebeve that lord 
Cochrane, who had now entered the Greek service, hed 
‘made a deneut on Patras, and be demanded permusnion 
to send out a force to beat him off Thus was perempto- 
nily refused both by the Britub admural and de Nigny, 
who represented it as a voolatian af the treaty No far 
ther remoastrance having bezn offered, the Aen and 
Syrens (the French fing «hrp) left the harbour Only the 
Dartmouth now lay off Navanu, = grout part of the 
Brosh squadron hed been dispatched to Malta for re 

», und the Atm was anchored off Zante, when the 

jartmouth wuddenly arnved with wtelligence that & 
wrong divincn of the Turkish Sect bed stecred ont of 
Navara, to youn Ibrabim’s land forces at Patras Al 
though Sir Béward had now only the Ama, 64, the Dart 
mouth fngate, and the Talbot and Zebra sloope of war, 
he determined with this scaall force to untercept the cx 
Teer of the enemy He soon cams up with them, ran 
alongnds tha Turkwh commander Patrona Bey, and 
\ommanded him to alter his conrse, and when the Turk 
stood to the southward, bir Edward followed closely upon. 
hua rest, to Keep hum out of Navara In» abort nine, 
the Turkish fleet was joined by fifteen other veasels from 
thew armament, under the command of Ibrahim in per 
won Akhough bir Edward hed now cely the Dartmouth 
and Talbot, be was determmed to keep the enemy cut 
of Patras, even if a battle should be necessary But the 
Turks, notwithstanding thar mamense superiority, dad 
‘wot rusk the encounter Lake culprits detected, they fed 
‘before their monitor, while am occaswonal sbot ire the 
Ama quickened thear course , and by the lath of October, 
Ibratum, with bie whole feet, after having mauscurred 
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‘opponent in the front Line of the Turkish feet. The feer 
ehipe to windward, part of the Egyptian squaron, were 
allotted to the squadron of rear adiuwel de Raguy, and 
thoes toleeward,im the bight of the crescent, were to mark 
the stations of the whols Russn squadron , the ships of 
the Lins cloung those of the Enghsh lune, and being fol 
Yowod ap by ther own frigates, The French friyate 
Armude was drrected ta place herself alongude the onter. 
seat frigate, on the left hand entenng the harbour; 
and the Cambrian, Glasgow,and Talbot, mext to her, and 
sbresat of the Ams, Genoa, and Altiow , the Dartioouth, 
and the Mosquito, the Rose, the Brak, and the Phucuel, 
were to look after mx dreakips at the entrance of the 
barboar * 

‘The forces thas brought ite hestile contact, seemed 
to render the experment on the part of the allios sufi 
ciently hasardous The latter had ten sail of the In 
ton frigates, four aloops of war (ons ship, three bres 
taree tepdere (two Franck, exe Enghsh), mountog 
gue The Tarko-Egypuan fleet vonssted of three pail 
Of the Inne, four deuble-banhed frigates of 64 gune each, 
munetesn, fngates, forty mine corvattes and brs, four 
Qransports, and several fire sbips, mounting 2940 guns, 
ail arrenged upon 4 most formuable plan of defence, 
‘and flanked by 4 stroug dattery 

Bir Edward Codnagton having meued strict ontere 
that not a gan should be fired unless the enemy com 
menced hosulines, the shyps pated the Turkish bat- 
teriee without the slightest molestation, they took up 
ther pomtion am the same ewful mience, and for some 
tame the bostle fleets seemed to gase at ouch other, ns 
‘Wf afraid to commence hostlines by the shybtest menace. 
‘This delumve calm coptinued so Jong, that the expecta- 
tien of renstance sees to have died away of heard the 
‘Britah squadron, and even the mxneial band of the Asin 
were quietly assembling as usual, to play upon the 
quarterdeck, when all at once « discharge of musketry 
from the amemy was poured rsto the boats of the Dart 
mouth, whuch bad been sent with @ message, Tequesung 
‘the removal of the mx freships Th discharge killed 
bentevant Fitercy, and several of bw men. Almost at 
‘the same mstant two shots were fired nto the Syrone, 
which cut the cable of the anchor that was prepared to 
be let go. Thue aggremien prodeced a retarm, and 
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the fire of muail arms soon deepened into a general 
canmonede, Tht Ama wae alongnde the Copstena, 
nd sll menrer to Mobarem, but as the latter had 
sent a mentage to say that ba would not fre, the Ca- 
‘pitana and the Aus encountered, and tha latter, efter 


fired from has ship spon a Britsh boat, that bed carried 
‘8 mensage from Sir Edward to tha Bey, by which Mr, 
Matahall, hus pelot, was iulled, and tina oggresuon was 
feat aleve by » pert fire ante the Ama. The 
latter bs having dueposed 


and 
few was reduced to a mere wreck, and bis sevood set 
en fire In consequence of the deep canopy of emoke 
vo which the Aux had been enveloped, duriog this 
ternble encounter, und the subsequent explonon 
took place, it was thought that she had penshed, bat 
tu toca as the darkness cleared away, her fing was 


g 


‘whole dun of battle For four hours thu desperate con 
‘teh continued to rage, during which the Turks fought 





musts, wach of their crews at xuriived set them om fire, 
‘aud tried to escape on shore, #0 thet the whole bay was 
sgradaally Sled with masses of confagraboa, and shaken 
‘with trasendows explo In the Ama, which bed 
to nobly borve the chnef burden of the day, muneteen men 
‘were hulled, and Sftyeeven wounded, end ewong the 
Jester was a fine young madshipman, Mr H.J Codrmg= 
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tom, the admural’s sou Str Baward himself seemed to 
have cecaped by a mracie He constantly kept lus sta 
tion on the poop, although it was at one time 90 com 
pletely cleared by the enewy a fire, that no person was 
Toft on at but hrmeelf, bus clothes wore pierced with # 
‘ullet, and torn with sphnters, and on one occasion & 
cannoa-shat just clesred has hat, and passed throngh the 
farted up awoing under which ke was standing As for 
the enemy, their mumense saperionty of nurabers, and 
the stubboro valour with which they fought, only serred 
co meke their roan more completo Seventeen Turkish 
vessels were blown up durmg the acton, and twonty 
wore subsequently destroyed by the Tarks themselves, 
that they mght not become the prizes of the victors 
fight 
seeroed on this day to be exceeded 1p the bay of Navann 
It a graufyiug to turn from such a spectacts to the 
noble conduct of the French, who now fought by the 
aude of those whom for cent ines they bad been taught 
to conuder as thetr natural enemies While they emu 
lated and even equalled the valour of our British saulors, 
thetr and was as prowyt, and their courtesy es great, 
towards thetr former foes, as if extreme bate hed been 
‘Abandoned for an equally extrema affection —How glo- 
nous and how happy an event will be that of Navan, 
ton and Prenchwan will thus ever umite, as the 
great representatives of cavilisabon, and the chosen 
thampioua of order and bamanity! Ou one occanion, 
among many graufying examples that nnght be quated, 
captain Hagon, of the French frigate L Armude, percesr- 
amg about throe o<lock the Talbot upuqually angaged 
with several of the enemy, and im great danger, gul- 
Yantly dashed forward to the rscue He dexterously 
‘winded bus slup thiough the inner Tarkush ine, 
imterrupang the fire ef the Enghsh vessel, 
Poured such a heary broadnde mto one of the frigates 
‘With which she had been engaged, that the Mussulman 
‘sas compelled to atte On taking pomensioa after 
this seasonable rehef, be bowted the Eng lush flag slong 
‘with bu own upon the prise, to wtimate that be had 
only completed what the Engtsh had berun,—an ac- 
Knowladgment that gamed nm the thanks and oma- 
mendations of every Brituh amlor Thw chivalons 
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feahng on the part of the Preach was anbly reciprocated, 
by tha Ruglub. Durag one pernod of the engagement, 
‘the Armde was vu Lite manner almost 0" 

‘aumbera, whan the Rose, captaun Davies, pallautly Sew: 


Turks, as Uf swe anprecedented enormity bad been 
astied. Tu fact, they seemed completely to bare 


‘that 
bby which bamenity was resulted, and that if 
at bee prevented, they would soon have 
Morea into a vory Golgotha of destruction. 
Aud hew were they to be provented? Not cortasaly by 


«Ro to their sen 
‘honcer, which they had already +o frequently 
violated. Sir Edward Cednegton ted an armstice, aed 
found 1t ineffectual, ht was instructed to compel its ob- 
sarvance by force, aod navel force ws catmenedhot, upen 
‘the ase of whick » battle enened. Hed be remained deaf 
te the groane of che oppressed Greaks, and meensible te 
ee perfidy of Tbrabis, wot coly would the cutary of ell 
Baropo have beea Lifted up againat hrm, bet tn all like- 





‘hue conduct, und his wame will be recorded among the 
reat man who have emumently contributed 10 the feuun- 


CODRINGTON. 619 


dation of 4 new Kingdom—snd tt 1 to be hoped to the 
ve-establiubment of hberty in Greece That prospect 1s 
worth a peerage. 

in Jxnuary, 16%, the dake of Wellington became 
prime master, and the same poly was pursaed by bis 
catmet, regarding the battle of Navann, as that of the 
Preceding: and an the meeting of parhament st was 
termed ra the King’s speck an ‘untoward event,’ while 
blame was rmpated to the admmral for 
trary tom 
‘to amt the views of political partsanship, and to convey 
‘an ampresmion to the Sablime Porte, that the aggreson 
had been unauthorised * Sir Rdward was in consequence 
recalled from hie command in the Mcditerraneass 

At 1s not our purpose to enter into those parliamentary 
dtscusmone that ensued spon the battle of Navarin. 
The whole question, when stripped of the preudo-buma- 
ualty m bebalf of the Turks, with which it was phuti(ully 
decorated, resolved aterif inte « mere political and selheb 
consideration 1t wae said that, by the destruction of the 
Ottoman Davy, Russia bad been the sole xminer. and 
that the trade and mtereet of Britain would euffer by 
lancy But with these remote consequences 
1d, as a British adimirai, bed nottung to do. 
84 Was to protict the Greeks from massacre, 
the Arclopel igo from piracy, both of which 
atyects he successfully accomplished Had it bean the 
wuh of Wellington s adrmmstration to prevent the Rus 
mans from going to war with Tarkey, st never would 
have deen allowed to take place, and therefore it 16 
ridiculous to attnbute the treaty of Adrianople to the 
‘untoward event’ at Navarin. 
Sur Raward has represented Devonport in parhanient 
shoe 142, and has coustaptly given his papport to every 
beral measure, and ably ducharged the duties of a 
British semator The sernice owes much to his perse- 
Yering exertions sn obtainme for the officers and mom, 
whe fought under bum, their hard earoed prise-mone} 
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He chioBy exerts hiwwelf as tho advocate of hus profes- 
mon, and his efforts are constantly directed to the 
recognition of the nights of naval officers, and the De- 
ouanty of baring every stip in communion efficiently 
manned, oo that the sailor sball not be overworked, and 
‘that officers and men may be able to do their duty when 
‘the service requires their exertions, We earnestly trast 
ane the appeste wil at bo sn vezm, sor especally 
ae the Om not be remote when higher 
Stertions thin aver may be demanded of tayo seotre 
eur national mdependence, and promote oor country’ 
Prosperity. 
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To anist the reader, who has been unaccustomed to 
utical details, and contey to him amore perfect we 







rank and daties of ita different officers, and the rating o 
shipa, with 4 brief tabular view of the progross of the 
Britsh navy since the accession of James Il, to the pre- 
eeut period. 


Admirutty—Since 1098, the adnnmstration of the af- 
fara of the Brush navy has been vested 1 seven lords 
commssiourrs of the adunralty, with only two 
for short periods The chiet comemnaioner 19 
first lord, and is generally a cubtmet minster 
are the junior Jords, and act as counsellors to the former, 
Previous to that time the ary was under the sole go- 
‘vernment of the ford bsgh admiral, in the same manner 
ts the araiy 1s, at present, under the control of the com- 
mander in chief The term admiral ecems to have been 
firvt used an the reign of Laward 1, aud the first admmaral 
of England was the carl of Arundel, 10 1388 

In the first lord of the adnuralty ts vested the sppoint- 
ment to every naval command, but it m generally under- 
stood that ke concedes the right 1m certain cases, subject 
to bus approval. ‘The admiralty possesses sovereign juris 
dichon im any case connected with paval affairs, and 
“~wbich occurs upon the high seas, and has its own courts 
and officers ta try all offenders. 
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‘The comunamoned officers of the navy consst of fag 
officers, captains, commanders, and heatenanta 

‘Tae flag-oflicers, or commanders of squadrons, are dt 
vided mto three ranks the edmural, vice edmural, and 
year admiral, and each of these ranks a agum divided 
ante three grades, which are disuvguubed by the colours 
ved, whita, and blue;~so that there are some vaneties 
of admurels im our classification The edmural wears hu 
colour at the maro the vice admiral at the fore, and the 
rear adeuiral st the mizen mast head, and their grade 
indicated by the calour of the flag 


‘The commiasoned officers of the navy take rank with 
those of the army, a follows — 


may amar 
Adwarrat of the feet Field-marvhal 
‘Admiral Geveral 
Vice-advosral Lieutmnant-general 
Rear-adwuiral Mayor-general 
Courmodore Brgadver-goneral 
Captain of 2 years atanding Colonel 

Captain wader ditto Lieutenant-colonel 
Commander Mayor 

Tneutonant Captan 


‘We shall now specify the principal dane: of these 
Commimioned officers and, firet, of the 


Admiral — An adwiral when appointed to the command 
of fleet or squadron 1s invested by the edmrralty with 
‘very extensive authority orer the officers and seamen 
wader hus command, and 1 responeible for the execution 
of such orders us are committed to bre = Wher the fleet 
ts mamerous of the service tmportast, yamor admirals 
fare appointed to serve onder hum, to whom the com- 
mand of certain ships 1 assigned thoes are called di- 
‘vimoos or squadrons, and are dengnated the vi 
rear-admural ¢, or by the colonr of ther fiag,as the 
or blue squadron —thus, at Trafalgar, there was vice- 


Collngwood, as the second, and rear-atuural Northesk, 
as the third ip command It 1s an smportant part of an 
adworal » duty to Keep the ships un a condioon for um 
modiate service, and exerease them tn zaval evonoows, 
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aud to obhge the commanders of squadrons and divisone 
to amspoct the stato of each ship under thear fisg He Is 
ulse to correspond with the secretary of the sdmuralty, 
and report the state and proceedings of the fiest, Should 
he be kalled m bettle, bus flag w to be Rept flying, und 
the officer next 1m rank se to repair on board, and assume 
the cbief command, until the affur w ended 


Vuce and Rear-admirol —Bach w required to suspect 
the shups under his orders, and to see that the crews are 
» frequently exercised, and well 
which be as respoomble to the com- 
f In salng, he 1 to take care that 
every ship in bis division preserves the station assigned 
to her, aud am battle, to observe and report her conduct 
Should a captain misbehave, or avout the coatest,he can 
send oo officer on board to supersede bim Should the 
‘vice or rear admiral be killed 1m battle, hus fag 1s to be 
Rept & and mtalligence to be went to the com 
mander m chief 


Captain of the Fleet —Thrs 1s & temporary rank, con 
ferred upon = Bag-oflker, or suior captain, whes the 
adgural bas ten ox more shape of the Line under bis 
Command The comm inder-in-chuel through thus officer 
ingues his orders und receives all return from the fivet 
id wan only be removed, by the lords 


















Commodore —Thie ws also a temporary rank The 
commodore bowsts a brosd pendant, and exercues the 
fiag-oficer over the convoy or squadron 
plaved under his command He ranks next to the jumior 
rear admuzal, and above all captains, except the captain 








apt 
of 90 guns and vpwarde When a captain us appomted 
toa vewel, he commustions it by hosting hus pendant 
on board He superintends and enforces whe regu- 
Jauona for the internal dwsciphne, order, regulerity, 
cleanliness, und health of bis crew, all whick regulations 
‘ere minutely set down sm print for bu guidance He 
causes the arucles af war, the acts of parliament for the 
encouregement of seamen, and all rules of disciphne, to 
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tbe read to bus sevlors, at least once » month He yodges 

tever faults are committed om board, 

rm a warrant, all the officers and 

abip's company berg pieveut and for the prevenuon 

of mnyustice oF aeversty he us requird to msert a minate 

of ali euch cases in the log book, snd send an abstract 
‘to the admnralty at the end of every quarter 


AAewtenant—In the off er next in rank to the captun 











take the watch by turns, aud each ioforms the captain of 
every occurrence m his watch He ses that the ship 
properly steered, the log hove, and the course und du- 
fance entered oc the log bosrd No officer can be made 
ANoutenant anti be bas served mx years at ves, DoF 
can be promoted to the rank of commander unul he 
has boeu on the hist of eutenants for two years, nor to 
that of captain, until he has beeo a commander for oun 
your Lieutenants are always appointed to the command 
of ahps of war which carry leas chan 20 pune 


Master —Thos officer receives hus orders from the 
captain, or any of the heutenants Huw dates connst 
euperintending the stowage of the hold, apd the sail 
ig Properties of the ship—ita navigation and achonng 
the asertaimog of the latitude and longitade of the 
place at sea—the exrvey of harbours—and every nautical 
operation that may be Decemary for the parocular ser 
vices of the vessel No person can be appointed master 
of a ship unless be has served as second master, and to 
be a eocond master, he must pass very strict examina 
thon, und guse proof of ine experience and capacity 

Midshipmen —Mdsbipmen are naval cadets or sta 
dents, who act ax the prmepal petty officers an board, 

















‘protegée of the captarn, amd are carefully exercued and 
trained under bu direction, and after ax years’ serra0e 
thay are eligible to be promoted to the rank of hea 
‘tenant, after baring passed an exaematon before com 
Waumsloners apporsted by the admuratts for that purpose 
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Ja smaller vessels some of the senor mdshipmen are 
intrusied with the watch, attending parnes of men on 
shore, passing the word of command, and veeing 3t care 
nied into effect. 





ry, and powder-magaune. Ho sees that 
the locks and carriaces of the guns are Kept 10 good 
order, and that the ponder 1s free trom damp, that the 
aunall arras are fit for service, the guns in achon pro 
perly po.oted, and ammunition supphed. He aleo ex 
cuses the men at the guus, fo make them correct and 
expeditious tn fring, upon which (herr efficiency depends 
am dette, His muswtants are, the armourer has 
mates. 


Boatsv cin.—The duty of the boatswain ws to receive 
and exaroiue the ropes and mzeing of the xbip, to attend 
@aily to ther condition, and repair whatever may bo 
i on deck when atl han: 
employed, and see that the men go through ther duty 
‘with regulanty and expedition. Aw he superntends the 
ling materials of the slip, the suil-maker and ropes 
maker are placed under tus orders Gunners and baat- 
wwnana, before they are apponted, must have served 
one year as petty officers, and are required to produce 
certificates and underco examinations, to give proof of 
their ebarseten 






































‘woul-work of the veasel He inspects the state of #1 
masts and yards, the ship's bull, magazine, stove rooms, 
and cabins, the boat's laddets abd cratings, and takes 
care that they are hept in good order The caulker ws. 
placed under bum, ta stap every leak 1m the aude or derk 
Of the shsp. Presious to his naval appointment, a ship's 
carpenter must have served an apprenticesbnp to © alup= 
wright, and afterwards have Leen six months a carpen~ 
ter's mate on board one of her mayests's ships. 


Purser —Thss offer attends wholly to the victualling 
of the shyp, and occamonally to the clothing of the craw. 
‘Hus express duty us to receive, evamine, keep, and serve 
out, the ship's provisions. The mmense importance of 
thus famotionary’s duty in an English siup of war in ep- 














Oe NAVAL HinlOky. 


parent from this simple statement Av hus inducements 
to peculation would be too great, the captaina Ulerk 
ykavenes and checks bus accounts Hus asmstant as the 
elnpsstenard He 11, of courre, on -combatant. 

Bemiles these officers blongiue to the fievt and to 
mingle ships there are various oftcers who, from the 
uature of ther duties, are called xon-combatants, be- 
tause they do uot micrfere m battle These ar, the 
phynciau to the fet, surgeous, surgeon » amvstante, 
secretary to the commander sn chief, chaplain, and cap- 
tana clerk The nature of ther dunes con be perceived 
ut once from their Gis: 


Morines—Are the naval soldiers who bate been 
trumed ether to fight on ebip boa:d m on Hor, and 
whe» in sbips from fret to fifth rate they are com 
manded by au officer holding the rank of brevet mayor, 
of captain, with two or three subalterne under him In 
fifth rates of under, they aie commanded by a subaltern, 
and in ¢mall vessels Ly a serjeant or corporal only ATT 
these mariue officers ast under the order of the slip « 
captam, or the oftcer who commands the watch The 
tmarines are employed on board skip as senunels, and 
also in every othar duty of the vessel im which ther 
services can be avarlible except going aloft 























Rars or Suis 


In the foregoing work much has been stated renpect 

the rating of ships but in consequence ot the con 
troual changes and improvcuients ip naval architecture, 
the raung of one period frequently diffured griatly from 
that of anuther Mter many changes the lords of the 
admiralty suggented thr tollowing stale which wat 
tablished on the 29th of Novermber, 1616 
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Fifth rate—All ships from 36 to 38 
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‘With regard to the ancrease of the British navy, it 1s 
dadicult to prve  carrect wes from » mere statement of 
the uumber of ships and guns employed at successive 
periods, es these were continually varying in sia aud 
character with the changes and improvements of naval 
warfare ‘The following abstract of the mumber of ships 
of which the navy conmuted at the commencement of 

ach of the following reigns, will however, coupled ws 
the amonnt of tonnage, the number of men, and the 
money youd by parliament for that particoler service, 
convey a more expliit idea to the reader 
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oy) NAVAL tioluRY. 


At the end of the war in 1815 the royal navy conmisted 
of 603 ships, the wotted tonnes of which amounted to 
009,198, Upon the peace eetablubment, the sumber of 
seamen and marines bas vanced from 2000 to 21,000, 
‘and the annual some voted by parhament for the man- 
tenance of the navy, from four to seven milliona sterling. 
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BISHOP BUTLER'S WORKS. Containing, the Ana. 
Iagy of Religion, ond Sermeue preached at the Botiy’ Chopel, 
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Ss ie a pceaare ceewena tn Oe aad agen on 
Rompe oer bet which Se onc dies hes dufed'@ Te" 
‘cad which we ees Tas had’ eicher the wealthy power, 


BUTLER'S ANALOGY OF RELIGION, and Lifo, 
Wy Dr, Halifax. [2 ane volume, ovo. Price és 6. 


BUTLER'S BERMONE preached at the Rolly Cu: 
Ta one volume, tro. Price 4. 6d. me 


HORNE? ‘Ss ~ COMMENTARY ON THE PSALMS; 
thelr Mteral or historcal arses, we Ubey relate co 
King Davids ana thy Pope of rely ls Ghugtrated ; and their 
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PEARSON'S EXPOSITION OF ee iced 
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BISHOP HORSLE 
‘the Three Velumses is contained ia thie Edition. 


ene volume, Bro. Price Se. 


ia 
Yn eee of mind were of 8 rh onder. ew Sermons 20d bis other works 
al water mantis to tw wales! chicly in Ge may = 


Seett, Webster, ana Geary, 9, Charterhonst Square. © 


BISHOP NEWTON'S DISSERTATION ON THE 
PROPHECIES ; which bave remarkably bean faliiled, and 
st chs me are faldiling, mm the world Edited by the Bev. 
‘W. &. Dobeon, MA. Peterhonse, Cambrige. Complete in ona 





AMBROSE SERLE'S HORE SOLITARIE; or, 
‘Easays upon sume remarkable Names and Titles of Jeous 
Chri and the Holy Spint, occurring um the 0X4 and Now 
Testaments, and decleratsve of their essential Divinity anid 
(Gracious Uffices 1n the Salvation of Man To which annexed, 
fan Eesay, chiefly Historical, apon the Doctrine of the Trini 
‘and a briof Account af the Heresies relative to the Doctrine of 
the Holy Spent which have been published aince the Christian 
Br 
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TAYLOR'S (DR. JEREMY) BOLY LIVING AND 
DYING, together with Prayers, contaroing the whole Duty 
of aChrutian. Royal 180 Portrat, Price 7s. 


4A SHORT VIEW OF THE WHOLE SCRIPTURE 
HISTORY , with a coptinnation of the Jewek Affairs from the 
‘Olé Testament nit the time of Chrust, and an Account of the 
‘ehusf Prophecies thet relate to Him represented in a way of 
Question and Anewer By feaac Watts, DD. A new Bdition, 
Pletes, 1tme., bound in sheep, Price Ss. Gd. 

TUE MORAL MUSE for Young Ladies. Comprining 
Educaton and Manners—Virtwes and the Pi umes 
Ldfe—Natare and Ties—Hebgus—Mucellanes By Moss 
‘Eames Price. Second Editon, neatly bound i silt, with gilt 
edges, Price Be. 

Tat bene sckeevToes to is pradoruon af ¢ ssleanry Ceperason 
maker to taped to" cmbcliah the buneely Sed Poel Oe 








w Catalogue of Bsoks, pobtiched bg 


GHELaP RVITIONS OF SELEIF CLASSICS: 

Brentifalty printed ta royal tome. end neatis bound in emboeted 
cheth ond 

‘Discem's Emays hosts 


Feaitre’s Miwstrl, and other ‘Poems’ 
Diar's Grave, Gray's Elegy; Porteus on Desth; “Dodd's 
‘Prism Thoogita 


Beeandedty Farmers Boy, Baral Tikes Wid Flowery tc 
‘Borke oa the Sublime and Beewilful 

Se ee en of es Md 
Shenerdeld's Principles of Polteweme 
Clarke's Beripture Promises 

Cofluns wad Gray's Focuical Works 
Gouper's 
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‘Poems, with Lafe by Sucbtng Sy 
oMunatie . 2 ft 
ror the Exiles of Stnerla 
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THE FEMALE STUDENT; or, Lectrea to Young 
Insdios on Penaale Baucation, For the use of Mothers, Teachers, 
aod Paps, By Mrs. Pops, late Vice Principal of Troy Female 
Semuiary, Amence. In ove volume, 1éme. cloth, Price $s. 


Ax stmueahle work on Female, Eieation, intended io cnasey geueral ty 
‘yrocties 08 eubjech connected Wich erature, moras, ibd reigina,?=See 


EVENINGS AT HOME: consisting of a Variety of 
Misceliancens Pieces for the Instrection and Aeuenek of 
Young Penane. By Dr. Atkin and Mrs. Barbauld. With 
Frentopiece aad Vagnetix, and Twenty Iliverreuone, engraved. 
=n Seeal. In ane vel. Limo. bound in cloth, Price te. 


BARBAULD'S LESSONS FOR CHILDREN; with 
‘Ten Plates. Printed in s large tpe and on thick paper. 
Prue, bali bound, 30 GL 
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Scott, Webster, end Geary. 36, Charterhouse Equere. 2 


THE BLOSSOMS OF MORALITY. Intended for 
‘the Amusement ond Iartrection of Young Ladres and Gente: 
men. Frontuapiece and Vignette, half bound, Price 25 

THE LOOKING-GLASS FOR THE MIND; or, In- 
tellectual Murer, bemg so elegant Coliecuon of the mort 
delyghtfal Letde Btorres and Interesting Tales, Frontispiece 
‘aud Vignette, half Lound, Price 2. 

MRS. TRIMMERS EASY INTRODUCTION TO 
HE KNOWLEDGE OF NATURE, and Reading the Holy 
Sunptures Adapted to the Capacities of Children Frontal 
Prece and Vignette, half bound, Paice 22. 

MRS. TRIMMER’S FABULOUS HISTORIES; or, 
the Hutory of the Rots Designed for the Instruction of 






ites, half bound, Prive 3a. 


THE LIFE OF LCRENZO DE' M By wi 
Thame Roscoe, Bag. F LS, de With a Memoir of the Author, 
by his Bon, ‘reas ‘Roscoe, Esq In one volume, fooleoap Bya, 
with Portrat. Bound im cloth, Price te. 

Ae the presest editing the text tne brew rved aired coins 

Ran eats tas Rea 
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Sitod er rere comaterod nectmary to ike wesc sinning of the ax 

OLNEY HYMNS. By the fie John Nexton end 
‘Wiliam Cowper. ‘Enq in'a small gimo volume, with 
vf Newton, and Vignette, bound im elath aud gilt edgos, Price 
se, om milk, 2s. Gd., and in morocco, $s. bd. 


SELECTIONS FROM THE ENG!ISH POETS; 
from Bpeuser to Beatue, with Twenty Sve lilustrations, from 












of ‘Rogers’ Italy, and Poems,’ and the Pilgrims 
* Pee 12 bonnd am cloth, or handsomely 
‘ound in morocco, Ibs 


Aa ae he tern agi nm ffm 
"Tae sot a ret ans 
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» Ontalague of Books, pubtiahed by Bett & Co. 
THE. SURPRISING ADVENTURES: OF ROBIN. 
CAUBOR — 


Complete eh Late of Ds Peas 
= Frentploce nd Vignatie, end Toesty 
one volume, Ime. bound in cloth, Price 6a. 
THE HISTORY OF SANDFORD AND MERTON 
By Thomes Dey, Boq , with Frontispiece and Vignette, aud 
‘Twenty Mewtrations. In 1 vol Imo. bound in clath, Prive Gs. 





e's Complete Miorks. 

PLAYS AND POEMS OF SRAKSPEARE: wth 
‘De dobneons Preface, « Glowsary, and an Account of each 
Pay, and a Memosr of the Author, by the Rev. W Harness, 
MA | with Portrast, drawn from the Chandos Picture, ond beat- 
tifully engraved by Cochrane, nnd Porty Silostratuone, eneraved 
fm the bert manner, by © Heath, C Rell, 7 Reors. te» 
froma Drawings by Suarrke, Wertall, Stepha 
Wich: In ene volume, Repel oro, Cound iw 2 em Prot 

Bie Gd 
Pe Sumipeest diuon of Sinispearn shat han over been published 19 ons 


PLAYS AND POEMS OF SHAKSPEARE wth 
Jotnaca’s 1» Ghosaary, &e , and x Memoir of the Author, 
the Rey W. Hames, MA” With Portrast medium Oro. 

jon aly Les 
SHAKSPEARE’S DRAMATIC WORKB with Me. 
wear, by Harness, and Portrait. metunn Ore, cloth, Price 19. 


THE PORTRAIT AND FORTY ILLUSTRATIONS 
‘OP SHAKSPEARE, to illustrate any edition Royal vo Zhe, 





THE WED ON: are GENIUS or SHAKSPEARE 
comprinng Mi 





ong 
and Serrptural References By the Rew Thomas Price, Chap- 
Van on Her Mapesty'a Canvict Establushment, Woolwich 
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ENGLISH CLASSI0 LIBRARY. 
owrarnxe 
Yue Srancazo Auraoas or Gusar Barrate: embellished with 
Frootisplaces wad Viguetiee, engraved on steel by 0. Hasta, 
‘W. Finan, C. Rotts, he. Fro designs by Comsouin, 

‘Thais caries of codunct volumes are all beautifally printed in the 
mest correct manner, and on the finest paper,and are, from their 
AXTEUNE CuBLrKEas, eepecially adapted for TOUXS PaorLa, and 
lao for PAauLwTD and SCHOOL FEIEES. 

‘Thay are sold meatly bound in cloth at the annexed prints, aud 
are bsndscceely bound in embomed Wather, with gilt edges, at 
ondy one shilling extra, und also in the best Turkey werecoo, at 
three shillings extra ox the boarted prices. 
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Under this head it has been the object of the 
supply benatifal editions of the chief authors at 
and in so convenient « form, as to render the 
every coe, and particularly with x reference to creating a taste 
for bastoncal roading amang the young. 


FERGUSON'S HISTORY OF THE ROMAN RE. 
PUBLIC (Abridged), price 5s. 

eater fom el se 
Te ee aaraeaes 
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GIBBON'S DECLINE AND FALL OF THE RO- 
MAN EMPIRE, abridged by the Jate Rev. C. Hareoets Maps, 5s. 
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Englich Clacsie Lisrery. 
ROBERTSON'S HISTORY of eux DISCOVERY 
AND CONQUEST OF AMERICA. With an Avcwunt of kas 


Lafe and Writangs, hy Dugald Stewart. Woth ewo Mups, 5s 
‘The coat tnmrtiog sad facinating werk of the Mewrian, whch pote he 
pet ‘Be moe ‘races of siglo to 

woael of aor ea * 





Kepare 
‘ef the mest pleasing und inetreclive account of the widbiie seen, nod of 
“he gradual Tes of out preecat F Braces fae 


Te Robernoa’s Hhunory of the 


TES eee a a ge ed 


TYTLER'S ELEMENTS or GENERAL HISTORY, 
ANCIENT AND pre ‘To which sre added, 





Fite. 
Bese 


‘Bregraph, and Vopages and Travels, 
BRUCE'S TRAYELS THROUGH PART OF AP- 





RICA, BYRIA, EGYPT AND ARABIA, INTO ABYSSINIA, 
to discover the Source of the Ns, with an Account of bis Lafe. 
A new edition, carefaily corrected and enlarged. Price Ss 








Soatt, Webster, and Geary, 1, Charicrhonse Square. 


BOURRIENNE’'S MEMOIRS OF NAPOLEON 
BONAPARTE, abnaged Price Ss. 
These Memotrs ras egutne to th latnt ages to be recon of invalnbie 


BRITISH NAVAL BIOGRAPHY Compnnng the 
lavas of the most dtuguwhed Admirals, from Howard to 
‘with an oatline of the Neral History of England, 

lest period to the prevent ums, with portraut of 














‘oxictry (fom Howard of Eixaas fo pe hero of Ra rnin ak 
i iv weeraloed by Heo wh wre nieagusted 
om 


‘ond set esorag bec recrinet ite = il 
maked taghiy stranding tooo mlcaipsoes 


CECIL'S LIFE 0 oF THE REY JOHN NEWTON; 
‘with Remarks ea hus Life, Connections, and Character Price 3. 
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aimee oom Ren sae oto 

Sorgen ce Se poe strand tame on he taunted 
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come YOvAGES ROUND THE WORLD. With 


‘Acoonnt of bua Lafe, during the previous and interven 
ponodey by Dr. Kippur PAS he.” Price Be pal 





ge nc tor ee mg of 
SS Si ee 
Rian Wane ea te a 
Chatetinalny. 


oes LIFE OF BARON FREDERICK 

CK, contaming bis Adventures, bus Creal ad Bxces 
ure jafferiogs during Ten Years’ Icuprosonment at the Tmt 
rete of Magdeburg’, by command of the late of Pray, 
eles Ancedotes, Hastoncal, Polioeal, and Permons) Price 36 td 


HUNTINGTON 'S (Mus or Bosrox) MFMOIRS con. 
ug of Extracts from her Journals and Letters, with the 

rmon on ker Death By the Rey BOB Woener. Price $e 

1 er raligion wae not contied ta her closet, nad the 

















progr fect of Somer dus 
ROS uvaeiy mee 
VYOLTAIRE’S HISTORY OF reeencets THE 
TWRLFTH, King of Sweden. Price 25 
orgamnainraty dermis 
Bera cet oar Mahvewtee ci pen 
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Erase bas ‘foverameat 2 ebuachy jutcrie se 








Baglish Classic Library. 


VOLIAIRE'S HISTORY or PETER THE GREAT, 
Bruperor of Russia. Prica 3s. 


Poury. 


BLAIR'S GRAVE; GRAYS ELEGY; PORTEUS 
ON DEATH; and DODD'S PRISON THOUGHTS. Wah 
Momosrs of Biair and of Dr. Dodd. Ince ds. 

fhe gepabrtty of the “Grave! not slave depandent wpon the 68 mark, 

Meare matrtl Ti" 6 volume of atafee to the eure iad ihe Nee 
mete set ww dW thay wre comeged wo 


BILOOMPIELD'S FARMER'S BOY; RURAL 
TALES; BALLADS and SONGS; and WILD FLOWERS, o¢ 
Pastoral and Local Poetry. With a Memoir of the Author. 
Pre 2s. 

+ Hla wrote only of what he had aren or full :—and I the treatment of topics 

fomllar to persous of lie cme —the hemble Saboirers in ost Mele oF 
lheyombe ty, we think, ewes oew weoquallad”: 5. €. Had. 


BURNS COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS, With 
Explanatory and Clossanial Notes; aud the interesting nooownt 
caf the Life of the Author by James Curne, Pree 

















Scent, weesser, ane Weary, Te, URETICTASHSE OTUATE, 


COLLINS, GRAY, AND BEATTIE’S POETICAL 
‘WORKS, with Memoirs of the Authors, Price 3s. Gd. 





COWPER'S COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS; 
Hymns and Trensiations from Medame Guion, 
Milten, &c. With 4 Memoir of the Author, by the Hav. Henry 
Stadinng, AM. Price be, 
‘This Ss tho only compicte edition which te petuted fo one tolinec. 
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COWPER’S POEMS. With a Memoir, by the Rev. H. 

Beebbing, A.M. Price Sa 62. 

COWPER'’S POEMS. Part HH. Containing Hyraus, 
‘Tranalations froea Madaine Guion, Translations from Mlltou, 
‘and Minor Poema. Price 9s 6d. 


‘The powy tu hs voleme as enn pret to compte al 


= 
DODD'S BEAUTIES OF SHAKSPEARE. With 
‘general Index. Price Se. 

“1 grevtly dalite brunt wot eulectinne ta ganeral; but make out your asrplest 
Ealalogue of wll tha kaown faculties, and thre compare with chakipears 
en ee See eee ener 

DRYDEN'S VIRGIL. With Life by Walsh. Price 3s. Gd. 


The most sable sd spmied ranvetion Unt f know in any henpange."—Popp, 


FALCONER'S SHIPWRECK, with other Poems: and 
SOMERVILE'S CHABR. With Lives of the Authors. Priov 2, 





English Classic Ligrery, 


GOLDSMITH'S POEMS, PLAYS, AND ESSAYS 
‘With an Account of bse Lafe and Writmgs, and « Cruicel 
Dusertanon on kis Postry, by Dr Askin. Price Se, 


‘a oman eer nd af aeeirace, sadn th tach niin 
Eee ee Seg pr cmcaiies erencrbaly 


KIRKE WHITE'S POETICAL ORES AND 
LETTERS, with « Sketch of bw Lite. Proce De. 

— oUprend i pee 
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MILTON'S POETICAL WORKS, complete, wih Ex- 

Planatory Notes, and a Lafo of the Asthor, by the Rev. H. 

Bicsinng, AM, Also, AN ESSAY ON THR POETICAL 
GENIUS OP MILTON, by Dr. Chanuing. ae. 
‘Te Lat tod ten poems ae Dated La toon, 


spose 





MORE’S (HANNA) FORTICAL WORKS, com. 
Sacred ‘Tragedies; Posma, Ballade, 
sthor. Lisa 


pomeasion of 


ithe tatbor "wos reer eromere aie foe aad in 

Sargon reacte coomee an res? me a ney 
becitog benny of 6 Catwae B! 

OBSIAN'S POEMS. tramlated by J. Mecpherion, Bx. 

wick Dusertatons concerning the Era and Poems of 

ead Dy. Blawr's Criucal Dusertapon. Price $e, 
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FOrne HOMER'S ILIAD. With Explanatory Notes, 
and Tedex of Persons; ad Keay cn te Las Gets wk 





Scott, Webster, aad Geary, Se, Charterhouse Square. 

POPES HOMER'S ODYSSEY. With Explan tory 
‘Notas and Index of Peres. Price $2. 

‘Tas to pints vnfocm wih the IDeg. end the mame object bas bees bert Iu 


SACRED POETRY. Selected by the Rev, H. Sicb- 
ng, A.M, New Kéution, enlarged. Price 3s. 64. 





SCOTT'S (Sir Walter) LAY OF THE LAST MIN- 
STBEL; BALLADS, AND LYRICAL PIECES. Wuh Notes, 
‘aud a Memour of the Author. Price 2. 6d. 


THOMSON'S SEASONS, and Castle of Indolence. 
‘With a Lafe of the Aathor. Price 2a. 
© aenertglons 
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Phapontuoon 5 CHa ue 

YOUNG'S NIGHT THOUGHTS on Life, Death, and 
lmwortalty. Price ds. 6d. 


“Plines ta bog altel, w wdcroct o Aegean the APU) af 
Saowy couters honer of every bur aod of tery Sieur" caednoeus 
‘Foucation. 


CHAPONE ON THE MIND; DR. GREGORY'S 
LEGACY, AND PENNINGTON’S ADVICE TO HER 
DAUGHTERS. Price 62. 
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English Clase Library. 


CHESTERFIELD'S PRINCIPLES OF POLITE 
NESS, ead THE YOUNG MAN'S OWN BOOK. Price Se. 6d. 





COMSTOCK'S SYSTEM OF NATURAL PHILO. 
'SOPAY,, i winch the Kieren f that Scarsoe are fatubarly 
‘xplained,and edepted to the Comproheamon of Young Fupils. 
By John Ls Comstock, M.D, ‘A new edinoa, carefully revised, 

‘and enlarged with sdésnone on the Air Pump, Steam Eugino, 
co By George Lees, MA Lecturer en Natural Philosopby 
eo , Bdimbargh, 

‘With pumeroes Wood Cuts, and appropnsts Questrous om sack 
‘Page for tho Examunation ai Bcholars Price 


EVENINGS AT HOME, connsting of a Vancty bo} 
Muosllaneous Preces for the Instrucuon and Arnusessat of 
Young Persons. By Dr ee fasion Pree Se 
™ Thais le one of the beet bosks for. En = 
Sin aS 
SOYCE'S SCENE bi bad hel vatended for 

‘tee Instruonon and Katertainment of 


the fret Pi a naterat ent dspertoentst Philosophy 
or Ny apie Completa 10 ons volume, with 169 Wood 
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oF ine tutbot hus Son To prorat & comeanic Sanppetanaat of oat07e, 


tape of 
Teemiary before Dey cu atred pubic ocnrea whan sivanages 
SMELLIE'S PHILOSOPHY OF NATURAL HIS. 
TORY with en Inuoductoo, end venous eddiwoos aod 
alterations, intended to adapt it to the present state of Knew: 





WATTS ON THE pcre? OF THE 
MIND. Wath a Digcouras on the Education of Children and 
Yous. Pree Ss 
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soos, We caster, ane Wears, 30, Charterhouse Sguare. 


Religion. 


ABBOTTS YOUNG CHRISTIAN; ora Familias Tus 
‘tration af the Principles of Christian Duty. Price 9s. 6d. 
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BAXTER'S SAINTS’ EVERLASTING REST; or 
Treatise of the Blessed State of the Saints, in their enjoy- 
sment of God ia Heaven. Priee de. 

“tis peuctcal wrtdngs ae lnvatenbig; powerful, mkaning, wit deny views of 


‘sorany, bod es moet 
‘Tea’ excellgnt Jenweny axirtatad his conversion th 3 pret teramare, te the 
Tendiog of the “Sunt Eve ‘Rest, and calle it *e, book thet an 
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BUNYAN'S PILGRIM'S PROGRESS. Notes and 
‘Lafe wy the Rav. Thomas Scott. Price Be. 
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BUNYAN'S GRACE ABOUNDING; WORLD TO 
BARREN FIG-TREE. Frico ts 
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Bwglleh Classic Library. 


BUTLER S ANALOGY OF RELIGION, Nataral 
‘aud Revealed, to the Constitution and Course of Natere; with 
1 Preface and Life, by Bishop Halifax. Price 2s. Gd. 

“A perf tsa raat —Blerath, 


MT haw derived PE Gon the aces sod remonings of Rai, gn & 
Bove been able Gp fed benties In the whole range of oer exhiral sibor 
ir. Chater. 


CLARKE'S SCRIPTURE PROMISES, in which the 
Promises of Scriptura are arranged under therr proper heads, 
Foprrecating, [. The Blessings, Prossised. 1, Toe Daties to 

Promises are made. Price S. 
“Tu mudi ery oonee of deine tera compared and erie 


The volume fa Hke an arrunged mewrom of xems, tad prectom slopes, ant 
ict specu vale bend 2 Fl 
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DODDRINGE'S RISE AND PROGRESS OF RE- 
LIGION IN THE SOUL, Price 2s. 
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HERVEY'S MEDITATIONS AND CONTEMPLA- 
‘TIONS ; with a Sketch of the Anthor's Lafe. Prive Se. 


Aree EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY. 
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a 
PALEY’S NATURAL THEOLOGY. Price 2s, 6¢ 
“lyfe oer lar amen nro eof ee 
Seaiata anne eee 
SCOTT'S (Rev. Thomas) FORCE OF TRUTH: 
GROWTH IN GRACE: DISCOURSE UPON REPENT- 
ANCE: AND SKRUON ON FINAL PRESEVERANCE 





STURM'S REFLECTIONS ON THE WORKS OF 
DOD, end of Hie Providence thivagheut oli Notere, Price Se 
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cate, Webster, and Geary, 26, Charterhouse Square. 


WILBERFORCR’S PRACTICAL VIEW OF phd 
PREVAILING RELIGIOUS SYSTEM of profesed_ Ci 
‘the higher and tin Cees Gary, ow 





{muted with real Christianity. Price 20-63- 
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BARON MUNCHAUSENS SURPRISING TRA. 
‘VEL AND ADVENTURES. Price 2. 


a ON THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. Price 

BURKE ON THE SUBLIME AND BEAUTIFUL. 
‘Price Se 

CITIZEN OF THE WORLD, by Oliver Goldsmith. 
Price fs. 


DEFOE'’S HISTORY OP THE GREAT PLAGUE 








OF LONDON in the year 1062, with an Introduction by the 
Rey. HL. Besbbing, in which a shert Account i given of the 
‘various visitations af Pestilence of which we have any know: 





ledge. Price So. 64. 
ECONOMY OF HUMAN LIFE, by Dodsley. Price 2s, 


PRANKLIN'S WORKS, consisting if ate He. 
Monovs, Monat, axo Lerananr. Witt bie Life, written by 
‘Wimself, Price 2. 64. 


GULLIVER'S TRAVELS into several remote Nations 
Fis Regie by Deen suit ‘With © Memoir of the Author. 


JOE gmt es BUDGET OF ANECDOTE AND 
WIT. Price 20. 
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LOCKE'S CONDUCT OF THE UNDERSTAND. 
ING, AMD BACON'S MORAL, ECONOMICAL, AND PO. 
LITICAL ESBAYS. Price Bs. 62. 


MASON ON SELF-KNOWLEDGE; MELMOTH'S 
Gamat IMPORTANCE OF 4 RELIGIOUS LIFE; sd 
ILEY'S ZOONOMY OF HUMAN LIFE. Prices. 6a. 


pith AND VIRGINIA; ELIZABETH, on THE 
EXILES oF SISKRLA; and THE INDIAN QOTTAGR. 


RABSELAS, a Tats, by Dr. Johnson; and DINARBAS, 
a Tale; being a continaation of Ramatas. Price $e Gd. 
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THINKS 1 TO MYSELF. A Serio-ladicro, Tragico- 
comico Tate, by the 





